Rhode Island Romance Writers

Write Mind Mini-Conference

Presents

Paths to Publication
From traditional series romances to emerging small, independent presses to eBooks and even self publishing, this year’s mini conference will update you on some of the Paths to Publication available to romance writers today.
Saturday, November 7, 2009
9:30-4:00

Cumberland Library, Hayden Center Rm 1&2  

Cumberland, Rhode Island

Directions may be found on our website 

www.rirw.org

Morning Nibbles, Snacks, and Lunch are provided.

Registration closes on October 28, 2008; prior registration is required.  Send form (below) and check to RIRW, c/o Donna Russo Morin, 77 Hidden Lake Drive, Saunderstown RI 02874
Question?  Contact Donna Russo Morin @ treasurer@rirw.org, call 401-368-7985.

Name:_______________________________________________________________________

Address:_____________________________________________________________________

Phone:_____________________________E-mail____________________________________

Donation:  RIRW Members (must be currently registered) $35/Non-Members $50.  

PATHS TO PUBLICATION WORKSHOPS
SERIES PUBLISHING with Barbara Wallace
Almost one quarter of the romance novels published each year are series romances demonstrating that, while not as glamorous as its mainstream counterparts, series romance is still the main game in romance town.  Yet at times it also seems like the hardest market to break into.    What are the pro and cons of targeting series romance?  What do writers need to know to publish with series publishers?  What are some common mistakes writers make, and how do you know if series romance writing is the right place for you?

Barbara Wallace submitted her first manuscript shortly before the birth of her son in 1994.  What followed was an up and down journey through the world of publishing.  In 2000, her first novel, Chandler’s Law was published by Neighborhood Press.  Her second novel, Harry’s Return, followed shortly after.  And shortly after that, the publisher folded.  Finding herself back at square one, she decided to concentrate on traditional publishing roots.  In 2005 she was a Golden Heart finalist in the Best Traditional category – the last year that category was offered – but lost to now Harlequin Presents author Jennie Lucas.  In 2007, she was a finalist again, and this time won the award for best short contemporary manuscript.  She is now an author with the Harlequin Romance line, having received the Call two days before her son’s fifteenth birthday.    Her debut novel, Secretary Bride, will be out in 2010.

SMALL PRESS PUBLISHING with LeeAnn Lessard
LeeAnn Lessard is a publicist and an author. She’ll talk about the small press writer’s market as well as how to market your book once it is published.

ELECTRONIC PRESS PUBLISHING with Ashlyn Chase
The epublishing industry can provide a new author with valuable training for dealing with publishers, editors, reviewers and fans. It can even become a valid and lucrative career. At any rate, if you’re realistic about what you’ll get out of it, it can be a step in the right direction. But is it for you? This workshop presents facts and dispels myths so you can consider all the advantages and disadvantages in light of your own career hopes, dreams and practical limitations.  For some it’s a foot in the door.  Others are sold on it as an alternative career path and are delighted to be writing for epublishers.  Many authors previously published by large, New York publishing houses are also epublishing.  But this is a whole different ball game and the better prepared you are, the better decision you’ll make--for you.  

Ashlyn Chase has degrees in nursing and behavioral sciences.  Nice to know, but not important to her career as an epublished author.  She has epublished numerous novels and short stories. She has learned her way around the epublishing world since her first book was published in 2004. A few of her ebooks are now in print and soon she’ll be going the other way. Her latest contract is with a print publisher just now testing the electronic market and making their paperbacks available as ebooks. She thinks her experience has made her more realistic and savvy than she would have been without it, despite needing an agent to interpret her new 15 page contract. 

SELF PUBLISHING with Jeanne Paglio

Jeanne Paglio has been writing for 9 years and while she teaches art workshops throughout New England and the United States, Jeanne also writes romantic suspense novels. When she had difficulty finding a publisher, she decided to take matters into her own hands. Never being one to hold back, her motto of onward and upward has worked to her benefit. By self-publishing her first novel, Jeanne learned how bumpy the path to publication can really be. Marketing her work and setting up her own publicity, Jeanne quickly realized how much is involved with being an author besides the writing end of things. She will share her knowledge with you about her journey over the Paths to Publication
