Pins, Forks, Skewers and
Discovered Attacks

Basic Tactics



What We Will Cover

Pins, Forks, Skewers & Discovered Attacks
are tactics or tricks

Pins — Stop your opponent from moving or using
a plece
Forks — allow you to attack two pieces at once

Skewers — force your opponent to move a piece
and often loose the exchange

Discovered Attacks — allow you to use a piece
that you do not move



Pins

e A pinis when you

attack one piece and
threaten a piece
behind it as well.

* Notice how the Knight
on c6 cannot move




Pins
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 The Bishop on b5
threatens both the




Pins

e Pins are not always a_ b
against the King J %% @/ /ﬁ@@/
é /
* In this position it is 1 /%,/ 11
Black to move 4 // //m{
/ ca// 4

 Black is about to lose
at least a Bishop
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Forks

A fork is when one piece
attacks two or more
pieces at the same time

In this position, White has
just moved the Knight to
f7

It IS Black to move but the
King, Queen and two
Rooks are all under
attack by one Rook

Black has to move the
King and is about to lose
the Queen for a Knight
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Forks
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Forks
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» Forks the Knight and
Bishop

 White will lose one of
the pieces
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Pins and Fork Working Together

 In this position, it is

white to move
e First Nxc6




Pins and Fork Working Together

* The Queen is under a b c d e f g h
attack! BB SWedhoAX
— Block U Y < %/1;//’/1
— Run 2 /@{// //%/ .
— Capture 5/;%// /% //%
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Pins and Fork Working Together

 The Queen Is under a b c d e f g h
attack! BB SWedh oA
— Block A A %/1;//’/1
— Run : /i{// //%/ _
s/gh/ »
W 52
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Pins and Fork Working Together

* The Queen Is under a b o d e f g h
attack! E sWd oA
= == XA S
— Block % 4/ %}Z//}
— Run /Q{/ _

_ _

7

* Notice how the
Bishop and Knight
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Skewers
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e A Skewer is like a Pin
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Skewers

e White to move

* Do you see a good
move for White?

— Hint: It is a Skewer
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Skewers

abcdef

e Now Black to Move

e Black I1s about to lose
a Rook for a Bishop
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Discovered Attacks

* By moving one piece a b c d e // g_h
you can attack with 5| & %/ _ E N
another s < /%{% »

e \White to Move g / ,,,,, / : -~

Py // W
 What happens when |
,,,,,, N
the Rook on g7 g / % //
moves? 2| & / / 4{/ j{ "
W, B




Discovered Attacks

By moving one piece you
can attack with another
White to Move

What happens when the
Rook on g7 moves to g5?
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Discovered Attacks

 White to move

Do you see a good move
for White?

— Hint: Itis a discovered
attack




Discovered Attacks

 White to move

Do you see a good move
for White?

— Hint: Itis a discovered
attack




One Last Thing

 Don’t Hang your Pieces

 Assume your opponent will make the best
move



Don’t Hang Your Pleces

* White to move a_b _c d e %f// g9 _h
 Notice how the 8 %%%%%//@@Z?y
Bishop on b5 is NOT 74//} //%/1 %4//}
protected and under ~ ° //04/ ////// »
attack by the Knight ~ ° /;%/ A _
. | 7 WA
e White has to do 3/ //ﬁ/@/
something or LOSE . @{ . 4{ 4{
the Bishop 1




You Opponent Pick Best Move
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e Black to move
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pieces.



