FIGHT 15: ANGELA “Windy City Wonder” ROBERSON vs MANJU DURGA

Record/Votes:   Angela – 0-1-0 (0 KO) / 37
Manju – 2-2-0 (0 KO) / 31

Description: (4 Rounds) This bout featured two pink-clad pugilists who both arrived recently in the DWBL:  22-year-old Angela Roberson from Chicago, managed by T.D.Mathis, would take on 23-year-old Manju Durga from New Delhi, India, managed by Vikram. 

Both had lost their DWBL debuts, Angela dropping a decision to Fiona Philippi in Event 28, Manju losing on points to Marina Fernandez in Event 25. Manju bounced back with a decision over Anna Gilley in Event 26 only to be KO’d by Debra Hamlin in Event 27. A points win over Sarah Downs in Event 28 had evened Manju’s record, so the Indian boxer hoped this fight with the Windy City Wonder would give her a winning record for the first time. 

Roberson, a pony-tailed redhead, came to the ring in a pink satin robe trimmed in red to match her red gloves and red boots. The Chicago lass got a warm response from the fans in the Denav Sports Arena as she danced around the ring throwing practice punches before discarding the pink robe to reveal her all-pink boxing trunks and top, then bounced eagerly on her toes waiting for Manju’s entry. The dark-haired Indian boxer soon appeared, wearing a shiny black robe with pink trim to match her black boots and pink gloves. She looked calm and focused as she climbed through the ropes and bowed gracefully to the fans, then removed her own robe, uncovering a shocking pink skirt trimmed in pale pink to match her gloves, and a matching pink sport bra.  Manju’s big brown eyes looked serene as she prepared herself for the fight, staying in her own private zone of meditation as they got their final instructions from the referee.

Round 1:  Angela quickly closes the distance and lands a right and a left to Manju’s body. Manju backs away with her gloves up, but Angela lands a left and a right to her pink sport bra and then wallops her with a hook to her right eyebrow. Manju's black hair flies and Angela goes after her eagerly. Manju steps quickly to her right and lands a numbing shot to Angela's face, then bobs and weaves before poking a jab into Angela's right breast. Angela snarls and thumps Manju with a left hook to her head. Manju tries to grab the redhead behind the neck to hold on, but eats a tremendous uppercut that snaps her head back and buckles her knees!  Manju staggers and they get tangled up, forcing the referee to separate them. As soon as the action resumes, Manju surprises Angela by sniping at her left ear with a straight right, then dodges a winging left from the Windy City Wonder, who stumbles awkwardly. Manju quickly cuts off the ring on her off-balance opponent and cracks a left hook into the redhead’s bare ribs   Angela dodges her follow-up right cross and dances away from Manju with her gloves up, grinning to show she’s enjoying herself!  Manju goes after her, flicks a jab to her nose, then probes with a right. Angela parries, Manju weaves to her left, sees an opening, and connects with a fierce shot to Angela's ribs. Angela’s red gloves come down and Manju cuffs her left cheek with a quick right hook. Manju takes Angela’s countering right on her left glove - but Angela moves in fast and backs her to the ropes with a straight left, bringing a trickle of blood from Manju’s nose. Manju covers up and takes several combinations on her pink gloves, her back pressed against the ropes. She shows good defence at first, taking a barrage of red leather on her arms and gloves – then a right hook to her ribs makes her grimace and a left hook to her bare midriff sits her on the ropes, her pink skirt riding up her thighs. The crowd roars as Manju is shaken up by a thunderous left that jolts her head and brings more blood from her nose!  Angela has Manju in trouble, but her inexperience shows as she misses with a roundhouse right to Manju’s head, letting Manju get off the ropes. Angela pursues Manju to the middle of the ring and fires a left to her waist, but Manju scores with a well-timed left to Angela's jaw that persuades the redhead to fight more cautiously.  Angela probes with a left that Manju absorbs on her guard, Manju bobs and weaves, avoids Angela’s following right, then punches her left into Angela's right breast, making the Chicago girl wince. They both probe and parry, watching each other’s moves and looking for an opening until the bell sounds and they turn away to head back to their corners. 

I give the round 10-9 to Angela for her aggressiveness and for landing the harder punches. Between rounds, T.D.Mathis chastises Angela for letting Manju escape after she had her in trouble against the ropes.  Vikram illustrates his advice to Manju with double hooks and an uppercut while they stem the flow of blood from her nose. Manju nods, then sits quietly with her eyes closed until the bell sounds.

Round 2:  Angela darts across the ring looking for more action.  She throws a looping left that Manju sidesteps, then grimaces as the Indian fighter digs a hard double left hook into her ribs and a right uppercut into her left ear.  Manju has apparently done the better job of listening to her trainer, but Angela pulls herself together, probes with a jab, then circles. Manju tries a left, Angela replies with a hard right to Manju’s nose, which immediately starts to bleed again. Manju still comes forward, but Angela works a left uppercut past her pink gloves then an overhand right to her left cheek. The blow stops Manju dead in her tracks and Angela springs forward. A left to the head sends Manju’s dark hair flying; she staggers sideways, then tries to tie Angela up. After the referee makes them get untangled, Manju strikes first, catching Angela’s bicep with a left uppercut.  Angela misses Manju’s face with a badly aimed right cross, and Manju alertly crams a straight left into Angela's left cheek. Angela counters towards Manju's head - but Manju isn’t there any more, and she digs a sharp left into the Windy City girl’s ribs.  Angela looks annoyed as she circles. She feints with her left, then smashes a stunning right cross to Manju’s nose!  Manju’s rattled as blood begins to spatter down her pink top. Angela swings at Manju's head again, misses badly, but still chases Manju into the ropes with a left hook and another right cross to her nose!  Manju’s dabbing a pink glove to the blood flowing from her nose as Angela cracks her again with a sizzling left uppercut to the jaw!  Manju’s brown eyes roll back in her head and she collapses on the canvas!!

Manju lies on the canvas with her face resting on her pink gloves while Angela stands over her with her gloves raised in triumph!  The gesture draws a roar from the crowd but a stern look from the referee, who motions Angela to go to a neutral corner. Angela realizes that she is wasting valuable time, and retreats to the corner, pumping her fists in the air, as the referee starts the count. “One, Two, Three, Four” - Manju pushes herself up to a sitting position, her black hair in disarray, blood dripping from her nose, “Five, Six, Seven” - Manju rises to one knee, one pink glove pressed to her bloody nose. “Eight! Nine!” - Manju gets up! The referee asks if she wants to continue, and she nods. The referee wipes her gloves on his shirt, daubing it red. Angela comes forward as soon as the referee motions for them to box on, but she doesn’t throw a punch right away - she taunts Manju by sticking her chin out and daring her to hit it! 

T.D.Mathis groans as Manju immediately pounds pink leather into Angela's face, jolting the redhead’s head and drawing a roar of approval from the crowd!  But then the still-wobbly boxer telegraphs a looping left that Angela rides out easily, and counters with a sizzling left hook to Manju’s right breast.  Manju grimaces but comes forward to rattle Angela with an uppercut, then gets drawn into a clinch and is warned for grabbing Angela's arm while punching her in her stomach. Angela dances back into the middle of the ring, motioning with her red gloves for Manju to come after her!  The crowd’s cheering for Manju now and she charges forward with a looping right that glances harmlessly off Angela’s shoulder. .

Angela hammers Manju's jaw with a sizzling right hook, smashing the Indian’s head around in a spray of nose blood and black hair. Manju staggers and clings to Angela to stop the action. Angela works free and steps back, her own sport bra now spattered with Manju’s blood. As Angela goes to throw a left, Manju hooks her right glove behind her neck and hangs on. Angela pushes Manju roughly away before the referee can break them up, then hammers Manju's ribs with a left hook just as Manju works a right into Angela's left breast. Angela shrugs this off, walks in on Manju and thumps her bloody nose with a fierce left.  Manju’s stunned as more blood streams from her nose. and Angela chases her across the ring. Angela puts Manju against the ropes with a jab, then sends her reeling into a corner with a hard right to the head. Manju's in trouble as Angela pursues her!  She’s trying to cover up behind her pink gloves, crouching with her elbows tucked in to protect her ribs. Angela sizes up the situation then hammers a left to the Indian girl’s forehead, snapping her head back and opening her up for a vicious hook to her body.  Manju quickly drops to one knee on the canvas, clutching one glove to her ribs.  This time Angela goes to a neutral corner immediately. The count starts “One, Two, Three, Four, Five, Six, Seven, Eight!”.  Manju uses the middle rope to pull herself up, and signifies that she’s ready for more. The referee tells them to box on and Angela darts in with a right to Manju's jaw, but the bell sounds before she can throw another punch.  

Manju goes shakily to her corner, where Vikram shakes his head. The referee calls the doctor over to examine Manju’s battered nose before allowing her to continue.  I score the round 10-8 for Angela Roberson, who looks confident as her seconds prepare her for another round.  Roberson’s up 20-17 on my scorecard, a big lead for Durga to erase in what’s left of a four-rounder.  

Round 3:  Angela is on her feet early, pounding her red gloves together to show she’s ready for more.  Manju throws a feint towards Angela’s head then tries a shot to her ribs, but she’s boxing flat-footed. Vikram calls out to Manju to “move and box, move and box!” but Angela stops Manju cold with a straight left to her nose, then a fast right-left combination jerks Manju’s head around.  Manju gasps as Angela sticks another left into her nose. She swings a desperate right towards Angela’s face and takes a right uppercut into her blood-spattered sport bra as the fired-up Angela continues to split her defence. Angela lands several more shots to Manju’s midriff and Manju’s mouth is open as a left hook smashes into her face, sending her mouthpiece flying.  Manju falls back against the ropes, her pink gloves around her head, blood running from her battered nose.  Angela digs a right hook to Manju’s jaw then a hard left to her solar plexus, bringing a gasp from the stunned Indian fighter.  Manju’s wobbling against the ropes, her gloves down by her blood-spattered pink skirt, when Angela smashes a roundhouse left to her jaw, spinning her completely round. Manju almost falls through the ropes, grabs the middle strand in a desperate attempt to recover her balance, but then a left hook to the jaw buckles her knees and collapses her on the canvas. The referee takes one look at the crumpled fighter as she lies sprawled on the blue canvas next to the ropes, and waves Angela off without even to starting to count.

The fight’s over!  

Decision: Angela Roberson scores her first DWBL win with a stunning third-round knockout of Manju Durga, evening the Windy City Wonder’s record at 1-1, while dropping the game Indian boxer to 2-3.  Durga stays down on the canvas for several minutes while her team prop her up and revive her.  It’s a tough league! 

Thistle
