LOUGH LENE GAELS HURLING CLUB NOTES

Gearoid Boyle

It is with deep regret and a heavy heart that we record the death of Gearoid Boyle, Ranaghan, Collinstown.  From a well respected family, hurling was in his blood.  He was, unquestionably, one of the finest underage hurlers the club ever produced. From a very early age he caught the eye. Blessed with a shrewd hurling brain, pace and the bravery of a lion it was safe to say he had it all.  A product of the very successful ‘Jimmy Weldon era’he was to win many honours from U/14 to Minor level. He played a part in the Senior County Final of 1985 coming on as a sub it the defeat to great rivals of the time, Brownstown.  He left the area to set a successful dentistry practice in Dublin but he kept in touch appearing as a spectator at County Finals.  The large crowd at both removal and funeral was indicative of the esteem in which he was held.  Gearoid’s honours at club level included; U/14 league, 1980; Feile na nGael, 1981; U/14 Championship, 1977, 1980, 1981. U/16 Championship, 1981, 1982, 1983. Minor Championship, 1984-5.  A special word of thanks goes to members of the hurling club for the dignified send off given to Geariod.  To his sorrowing mother Mary, sister Mary, brothers Noel, Thomas, Sean and Raymond we tender our deepest sympathies.  Ar dheis De go raibh a H-anaim.

Lotto and Development Draws

We held both draws on 17th January last in the McManuses Bar, Collinstown. A jackpot of 1,900 euro was on offer and was not won on the night. Numbers drawn were; 3, 5, 10, 19. We did however have four ‘match 3’ winners each of whom received 40 euro. They were as follows; Collette Hannon, Cummerstown, John Paul Hannon, Cummerstown, Lorraine Williams, Delvin and Ciara Cosgrove, Collinstown.  Next draw for a jackpot of 2,050 euro will take place in the Lough Lene Inn on Saturday January 31st.  The club wishes to thank all who continually support our fundraisers.  Our second of seven development draws took place on 17th January and the results are as follows; 1,000 winner was Jack Lynch, Fore, Kevin Walsh was the 500 euro winner. Francis Carley, Collinstown was the 100 euro winner.  100 euro winners were the Greville Arms, Mullingar.  The third development draw will take place in Doyne’s, Glenidan in February.  Just to remind development draw ticket holders that outstanding payments can be paid to treasurer, Pat Keane before Februray’s draw.  Also lotto yearly subscriptions of 150 from players and club members are now due.

Training

Training is now in full swing for our seniors and juniors and early indications are that numbers are very encouraging. Training takes place in the park on Sunday mornings at 9.30 with sessions in Lilliput on Wed and Fri nights.

Membership

Membership fees(20euro adult, 10 euro juvenile) are due before the end of march.

Juvenile A.G.M.
A well attended Juvenile A.G.M. was held recently and I hope to have a full report on this in the near future.

