LOUGH LENE GAELS HURLING CLUB NOTES

Minor Hurling Final

Lough Lene Gaels……..0-13

Clonkill………………...1-12

Our minor hurlers suffered heartbreak with an agonising two point defeat in this highly entertaining minor hurling final played in near perfect conditions in Cusack Park on Sunday last October 5th.

     This curtainraiser to the senior final had everything, well taken scores, heroic defending a lead that changed hands on several occasion and first class sportsmanship throughout.

     The Gaels were first to get off the mark with Stephen Bardon firing over a point.  Clonkill were to hit back and indeed they went three points up to lead 0-4 to 0-1 after about the fifteen minute mark.  The Gaels responded and the margin was down to two points when referee John Weir sounded his half time whistle, L.L.G. 0-6, Clonkill 0-8.

     With the likes of Philip Reilly, Sean og Doyne and Stephen Bardon getting the upper hand, the Gaels took control of the early stages of the second period.  This dominance left the Gaels in a commanding position and with ten minutes remaining they held a three point advantage, 0-11 to 0-8.  Clonkill however kept battling away and with the excellent Anthony Price pulling the strings they put themelves right back into the contest.  With three minutes on the clock the sides were deadlocked.  The Gaels appeared to run out of steam and were finding scores hard to come by.  That man price was to prove the hero for the loughegar men with the decisive score with mere minutes remaining.  Clonkill went four points clear with a point from a ‘65’ and while the Gaels did reduce the defecit to just two points with points from Reilly and Bardon, clonkill were not to be denied.  The Gaels squad can be very proud of their efforts and with a little more luck in front of goal this might have been their day.  They and their mentors did the club proud and we could not have asked for any more from a talented group of players. Lady luck was just not on our side on the day.

  As already mentioned , this was a good team display, goalkeeper Tomas Doyle was excellent, two saves in particular kept the Gaels in the match, backs Derek Healy Emmet Sheil and Ross Craig were tight and reliable throughout, the half backs Alan Fitzsimons, Patrick Simpkin and Johnathon Clarke were superb with Fitzsimons standing out with a dashing display of guts and skill.  Midfielders Stephen Bardon and Sean og Doyne had the better of their opponents  while in the forwards Philip Reilly was outstanding and he got good support from the tenacious and hardworking Vincent Clarke.  Niall Lynch and Jamie Nolan and Brian Caffrey  gave their all but found the going tough, to their credit they battled manfully.  Stephen Grace who has been troubled with injury this season worked hard with little reward.  Team and scorers; Tomas Doyle, Ross Craig, Derek Healy, Emmet Sheil, Alan Fitzsimons, Patrick Simpkin, Johnaton Clarke, Sean og Doyne(0-1), Stephen Bardon(0-6), Brian Caffrey, Vincent Clarke(0-1), Philip Reilly(0-4), Stephen Grace(0-1), Niall Lynch and Jamie Nolan. Subs used Darren Lynch for Niall Lynch and Rory O’ Reilly for Jamie Nolan.  Referee was John Weir(Raharney).

Lotto

A hurling and camogie club lotto draw was held in The Lough Lene Inn on Saturday October 11th last with a jackpot of 1,000 euro.  Results in next week’s notes.  For the record the numbers drawn in our last lotto in which our jackpot of 5,200 was won, were; 2,7,9,25.

Junior Hurling Championship

Our Junior squad travelled to Castletown on Sunday October 12th last to take on the home side in the quarter final of the championship.  Result and report will appear in next week’s notes.

Recently married

Many congratulations to former senior captain and inter county star, Christo Murtagh and new wife, Theresa who were married on Friday last October 10th.  The club wishes the newly married couple every success and happiness in their new life together.

Bereavement

The club wishes to sympathise with the Williams families on the death of John Williams, Sligo.  Ar Dheis De go raibh a H-Anaim.

Heavy defeat for U/14 hurlers

Our U/14 hurlers suffered a heavy defeat in the semi-final of the U/14 ‘A’ championship when they went down to near neighbours Castlepollard in Castlepollard on Monday October 6th.

Three in a row captains honoured

Senior captains for our three in a row  teams, Matt Shaw, John Kennedy and Christo Murtagh were honoured with a presentation at half time in the County Senior  Hurling Final on Sunday October 5th.

