LOUGH LENE GAELS HURLING CLUB NOTES

U/21 County Final

Lough Lene Gaels……….1-9

Clonkill…………………. 2-7

Despite a brave secondhalf fightback which left just a point separating the sides, it was Clonkill who edged this competitive county final played in bitterly cold but dry conditions in Collinstown on Sunday January 4th last.

     It was the Gaels who started brightest and early pressure yielded three points to one for the visitors.  Disaster was to strike with about ten minutes on the clock, when slack defending let Clonkill in for an easy goal.  Almost from the puck out, clonkill struck again and from a tight angle gaels keeper, Tom Doyle was beaten for the second time.  To the Gaels credit, this setback seemed to spur them on to greater heights and scores from Philip Reilly, Stephen Bardon and Vinny Clarke meant, that going into the break, there was just two points separating the sides.

     Clonkill were quickest to ‘get out of the traps’ in the second half and they began to dominate all over the park.  Picking off scores from out the field and keeping the Gaels danger men in check they opened a five point gap at the mid point in this period. The Gaels were not to go down without a fight and gradually they played themselves back into contention.  The positioning of Killian Cosgrove on the square plus some other positional switches was instrumental in their fightback. Sean og Doyne’s dismissal for a second yellow card late in this period did not help the gaels cause but they battled on gamely despite this setback.  A late goal from Vincent Clarke following some excellent work from Noel Conaty and Philip Reilly set us up for a grandstand finish.  With the Gaels pushing for an equalising score referee Barry Kelly sounded the final whistle and it was Clonkill who were crowned champions.  It must be said that this was a very sporting affair with both sides playing the game as it should be played.  For a gallant Gaels team who gave it their all, Philip Reilly, Derek Healy, James Boyle, Killian Cosgrove, Vincent Clarke and Tomas Doyle caught the eye. Team and scorers; Tomas Doyle, Derek Healy, James Boyle, Shane Reilly, Alan Fitzsimons, Killian Cosgrave, Francis Kennedy, Jonny Clarke, Stephen Bardon(0-2),  Vincent Clarke(1-1), Pauric Fitzsimons, Noel Conaty, M.J. Farrelly. Sean og Doyne(0-1), Philip Reilly(0-5). Sub used; Stephen Grave for M.J. Farrelly.  Referee; Barry Kelly(St. Oliver Plunkett’s).

Mass

Mass for deceased members of Lough Lene Gaels Hurling Club and Lough Lene Gaels Camogie Club will be held on Saturday January 31st 2009 at 7.30pm in St. Mary’s Church Collinstown.

Lotto Membership Scheme 2008 – 2009

Membership payments of this scheme are still due. Outstanding payments can be paid to treasurer, Pat Keane as soon as possible.  First payments of the 2009 lotto membership scheme are now due and once again Pat Keane is the man to contact. Our next lotto draw will take place in the Maypole Bar, Collinstown on Saturday January 17th next.

Regretted Deaths

The club would like to offer it’s deepest sympathies to the family and friends of Peter Corrigan, Ringtown and Kyran Smith, Ballinacor, Delvin on the recent passing of both men.  Peter Corrigan was a valued member of  the Ringtown club and will be sadly missed by all who had the pleasure of knowing him.  Kyran Smith was a prominent member of Brownstown hurling club winning senior championship medals as goalkeeper in the late seventies and he too will be sadly missed.  May they both rest in peace.

