LOUGH LENE GAELS HURLING CLUB NOTES

Senior Hurling Championship

Lough Lene Gaels………0-8

Castletown-Geoghegan…2-15

Our Senior hurlers exited from the ’08 campaign by virtue of this thirteen point hammering at the hands of county champions, Clonkill in cusack park, mullingar on Sunday August 31st last.

     The early stages of the first half saw the Gaels hold their own but disaster was to strike when they conceded a soft goal.  From this point onwards it was to prove to be an uphill battle.  Clonkill, encouraged by this fortunate goal, tacked on ten first half points while the gaels, with a badly misfiring forward line, registered a meagre five points.  When Barry Kelly sounded the half time whistle it read, Lough Lene Gaels 0-5, Clonkill 1-10.

     The second half was to prove more of the same and in fairness the loughegar outfit were never troubled and one felt they took ‘the foot off the pedal’ so to speak.  Defensively the Gaels were sound with Mark Briody, Martin Williams and Francis McDermott more than holding their own.  Problems lay further afield , three players only on the scoresheet tells it’s own story.  However, Stephen Bardon, David Cunningham and Derek McNicholas tried manfully to stem the tide.  The hope now is, that in 09 the Gaels can regroup and learn from this campaign.  Team and scorers; Brain Conaty, Mark Briody, Jim Connell, Aidan Keogh, Seamus Carroll, Martin Williams, Francis McDermott, James Boyle, David Cunnningham(0-1),  Joey Williams, Derek McNicholas(0-4), Mark McNicholas, Stephen Bardon  (0-3), Pauric Fitzsimons, Noel Conaty. Subs used; Michael Walsh for J. Williams, Alan Murray for M. McNicholas, Vincent Clarke for Noel Conaty, Shane Reilly for Stephen Bardon.

Lotto

Our hurling and camogie club lotto was held in Doyne’s of Glenidan on August 30th last with the jackpot standing at 4,900 euro.  This was not won on the night but the draw produced three ‘match 3 ‘ winners.  They were; Malachy Hand, Moylough, Co. Meath, Tracy Tierney, Townspark, Castlepollard and Sean Carr, Rickardstown, Collinstown. Each received 50 euro.  Next draw for a jackpot of 5,050, takes place in the Abbey House, Fore on Saturday September 13th.  Thank you for your continued support.

All-Ireland Hurling Final Ticket Draw

We held a draw for two sets of All-Ireland Hurling Final tickets in the Maypole Bar on Friday 6th last with proceeds going towards the development of underage hurling in the club.  Lines were priced at two euro and the club wishes to thank all who contributed.  The winners were;  Peter Carty, Drumcree and Sean Fox, Martinstown, Fore.  A similar draw for two sets of all-ireland football tickets will take place on the 

Friday before the final also in the Maypole.  Your support is much appreciated.  Pat Keane and Damian Conaty deserve special mention for their hard work in conducting these draws.

Defibrillator

The club has recently purchased a defibrillator and anyone interested in training how to use same is asked to conatact treasurer, Pat Keane as soon as possible.

Minor Hurling

Our minor hurlers have qualified for the championship semi-final where Raharney will await.  The match is due to take place this weekend and players are remined to check local papers for details.  The minors will also take part in an inter county 11 a side tournament with games down for decision shortly.  Taking part in this tournament are offlay sides, Lusmagh and Drumcullen and westemath’s Crookedwood.  Derek Healy, Stephen Bardon and Stephen Grace were on the westmeath minor hurling side defeated by Kildare in the All-Ireland ‘B’ final played in Thurles on Saturday August 30th last.

