The Code Of Chivalry

Valor in adversity…

A Knight faces his fear, and does what must be done in spite of it.

Truth in speech…

A Knight should always seek the truth, and strive to keep the oaths he chooses to swear.

Loyalty in service…

A Knight remains loyal to the people and the precepts that he has sworn to uphold.

Humility in bearing…

A Knight conducts himself with quiet confidence, letting his deeds speak for themselves.

Charity in compassion…

A Knight is generous so far as his resources and means allow, giving selflessly so that the community might prosper. 

Prowess in action…

A Knight should strive for excellence in all endeavors, physical, mental and spiritual.

Defense in need…

A Knight is sworn to defend those who depend on him, the precepts by which he lives, and those who cannot defend themselves.

Justice in judgement…

A Knight should serve the cause of justice, taking responsibility for his own actions and, as far as he is able, seeing that others do the same. 

Honor above all.

A Knight holds to the precepts by which he lives, realizing that though the ideals cannot be reached, striving towards them ennobles the spirit and makes the world a better place for all.  A Knight finds the best in himself through service to that which he loves.
Open Meetings held on the third Friday of the month, 7:30 pm, at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Greensboro, 5603 Hilltop Road (the corner of Hilltop and Guilford College Rd).  All are welcome to attend.  
See our website for details:

http://www.knightsofherne.org

or email us at

knightsofherne@yahoo.com

_R.O.K.H._
The Royal Order of the Knights of Herne

Foundation Hall, Greensboro, NC

http://www.knightsofherne.org

knightsofherne@yahoo.com
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What is the Foundation Hall?
The Foundation Hall of the Royal Order of the Knights of Herne is the first chapter of the Order to be established, and is based in North Carolina’s Triad area (Greensboro, High Point, and Winston-Salem).  The Hall has been active since the year 2000, and holds monthly open meetings at the Unitarian Universalist Church of Greensboro.  All are welcome to attend, and any interested man who meets the necessary criteria is welcome to petition for membership.
What are the requirements?
To apply for membership in the Foundation Hall, one must be male, 19 years of age or older, and live in or within reasonable driving distance (2 hours or less) of the Triad area.   Prospective members must be of good moral character and willing to abide by the nine tenets of the Code of Chivalry.  A prospective member must follow or identify with an Earth-based tradition or path; however, no  declaration of a particular faith is required.  Those of all races, sexual orientations and national origins are welcome.  

How does one join the Hall?
Prospective members are asked to attend at least three consecutive regular meetings of the Hall before being considered for membership.  This gives both the individual and the Hall time to get to know one another.  Once an individual has attended three meetings, he may petition the Hall for membership.  If he is accepted by a unanimous vote of the Hall, he is then given the 1st degree and becomes a Knight-Probationer of the Order, or Squire.  A sponsor will be chosen for the new Squire from the Knights of the Hall.  The sponsor’s function is to mentor the Squire upon his path to Knighthood.  
During his probationary period of one year and one day, the Squire is expected to choose a Quest – an act of service to the community or of personal growth that he can complete on his own.  Upon successful completion of his Quest and probationary period, the Squire is given the 2nd degree and, in a public ceremony, is dubbed a Knight-Companion – a voting member of the Hall and full-fledged Knight of Herne. 
What about outside the Triad area?

Recently, the Foundation Hall has adopted new policies designed to facilitate the spread of the Order outside the Triad area.  If at least three men in an area outside the Triad are interested in joining the Order, they may petition the Foundation Hall to form an Outpost – an offshoot branch of the Hall, and the first step in forming a new Hall.  Currently, the Foundation Hall prefers that potential Outposts be located within the states of North Carolina or Virginia, though exceptions may be considered on a case-by-case basis.  The prospective members are interviewed via phone, email, and in person if possible.  If all goes well, they may be accepted as supernumerary Squires of the Hall, and invited to travel to the Triad to be given the 1st degree and presented with a probationary charter to meet as an Outpost of the Order.  The three members of the Outpost will complete their Quests and probationary periods as usual.  After completion, a delegation from the Foundation Hall will travel to the area to give the 2nd degree to the Outpost members and to perform a formal public Knighting ceremony for them.  The Foundation Hall will then present the new Knights with a provisional charter as a Stronghold of the Order, the final step before becoming a full Hall.  The existing members then take office within the new Stronghold and begin to accept new members.  If the Stronghold successfully completes a year-long probationary period, it may be chartered as a full-fledged Hall of the Order, with all of the rights and privileges thereto appertaining.
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