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In an unusual twist, the story in The Wailing Wind begins at the ending. In a pathetically few years, Henry Shane has become a destitute and unemployable alcoholic in his hometown of Sinclair, Pennsylvania. While attempting to cross a dimly lit street at night in a snowstorm, he staggers in front of a delivery truck. His injuries prove to be fatal. He is carried to his nearby rowhouse, where he dies in the presence of his wife and stepchild. 

Henry Shane is engaged in combat in North Korea and attempts to cope with the horrors of war, but the issue is compounded when he and other Americans are overrun by the onslaught of the advancing Chinese armies who have crossed the Yalu River from Manchuria into North Korea. 

Henry Shane encounters many physical hardships at Pak's Palace, a prisoner of war camp near Pyongyang, North Korea. 

While struggling to survive at Pak's Palace in North Korea, Henry Shane has a flashback, his mind wanders back to the days of his formative years in Sinclair, Pennsylvania, reminiscing the days of his youth, the environment, and his relationship with his former high school sweetheart, Edith Miller. 

While Henry Shane is courting Edith Miller, he becomes infatuated with a classmate, Mary Ann Rockingham, and he finally succeeds in luring her into a sexual affair. 

After losing the affections of Edith Miller and Mary Ann Rockingham, Henry Shane is drafted into the army and leaves Sinclair to serve his country during World War II. 

After Henry Shane leaves Sinclair, Edith Miller becomes involved with Andy Curtis, a neighbor who is a mine foreman at mine No. 35. This relationship appears to be successful, and eventually they go to Maryland to be united in marriage. 

At the conclusion of World War II, Henry Shane returns to the Coal Region and becomes a strikebreaker in Coalport, but he is overwhelmed with emotion at seeing the coal strike go out of control and innocent people maimed; therefore he quits his job and returns to Sinclair to contemplate re-enlisting in the army. 

While waiting for his orders to re-enlist in the army, Henry Shane frequents the Star Tavern in Sinclair and mingles with many distraught and unemployed coal miners. 

John Sterling informs Andy Curtis that he had seen his wife, Edith and Robert Heim going into the Hotel Warner in Pellersville, thus putting an end to the rumors that Henry Shane was having a clandestine affair with Edith. 

Henry Shane's re-enlistment in the army becomes official, and before his departure, he makes a serious effort to meet with Edith to discuss the possibilities of renewing a relationship. 

Henry Shane reports to Fort George to begin his second tour of duty in the army. While at Fort George he meets a buxom girl, Faye Cooper who is reluctant in getting married because she senses that Henry is still in love with another woman. 

While on military leave to Sinclair, Henry Shane takes advantage of Edith's hospitality, and after satisfying his sexual appetite, he departs from her house unexpectedly, leaving Edith in a state of shock and attempting to commit suicide. 

Henry Shane returns to Faye Cooper in Hallensburg, Georgia and eventually they go to Kern City where they are united in marriage by a justice of the peace. 

Edith Curtis renews a relationship with Robert Heim, and as a result of her sexual involvement she becomes pregnant. She confronts Andy Curtis in an attempt to seek a divorce, but later she is informed by Attorney John Wilkins that Andy Curtis had committed suicide by shooting himself in the mouth with a revolver. 

Robert Heim, Edith's intimate companion, attempts to purchase land from Vito Rizzo near the Stonycreek River in order to build a coal storage depot, but fails. Vito Rizzo, after hearing of Robert's attempt to seduce his wife, Jean, goes to Sinclair with his henchmen and kills Robert Heim. 

Henry Shane's orders for an assignment to an overseas military installation are finalized, and he is assigned to Camp Fuji near Tokyo, Japan. While in Japan he succumbs to heavy drinking and many illicit activities that are available to him in the social environment. 

Henry Shane meets a Japanese girl by the name of Keiko at The Bar Cherry, and he spends countless hours with her and enjoys a sexual relationship with her even when he knew that his wife, Faye, would be coming to Japan in the near future. 

Henry Shane's wife arrives in Japan, but their relationship deteriorates because she can not tolerate the conduct of her husband and the presence of Keiko as their housegirl; therefore she leaves Japan and returns to the United States to initiate divorce proceedings. 

Henry Shane and Keiko continue to live together out of wedlock, and as a result of the intimate relationship Keiko becomes pregnant. 

Henry Shane had to bid farewell to his pregnant mistress, Keiko on the pier at Yokohama, Japan because American military units were being sent into South Korea to combat against the invading communist aggressors from North Korea. 

American and United Nation forces move deep into North Korea, but are attacked by hordes of Chinese soldiers who stormed across the Yalu River from Manchuria into North Korea. The American and United Nation forces are overwhelmed by the Chinese onslaught. 

While Henry Shane is confined to a prisoner of war camp near Pyongyang, North Korea, Edith Curtis is in Sinclair combating against her urges to engage in sexual activity and contemplating marriage. 

Edith Curtis is overcome with the guilt of being an immoral woman and attempts to commit suicide; therefore psychiatrists recommend that she be admitted to the Forest Hill's Psychiatric Hospital in Woodville to receive extensive treatments in an attempt to aid her to resume a normal life in society. 

At the conclusion of the Korean War on July 27, 1953, Henry Shane, lame and crippled, is discharged from the army and returns to Sinclair where he is eventually united in marriage with Edith Curtis, and to cope with the declining economy in the Coal Region. They are unaware of the wailing wind that will continue to plague and torment them for the remaining days of their life. 

Henry Shane's dreams of prosperity are never fulfilled. The small coal mine he owned was not productive and he had to declare bankruptcy. The unemployment situation became critical and he indulged in the heavy consumption of alcohol that caused him to become a careless drunkard. 

Henry Shane, the highly decorated Korean War veteran, was able to cope with the pain and agony of war and confinement in a North Korean prisoner of war camp, but he could not adjust to the deplorable economic environment in Sinclair and became a victim of alcohol that led to his demise. 


