Fill-in-the-Blanks Worksheet
For Introducing Philosophy, 10th edition, by Robert C. Solomon, Kathleen Higgins, and Clancy Martin.
Chapter 6: Freedom
1. The tragic figure ____________________ famously made many efforts toward avoiding his prophesied fate.

2. In Buddhism, all human ____________________ are gestures of attachment to the physical world, each one binding its maker more and more to a difficult fate.

3. ____________________, or freedom, is not a freedom of the self or the individual. In fact, 
it is a freedom from the self and the individual, achieved only when there is no longer a self at all.

4. ____________________ is the view that our every action (and every event in the universe) is known, if not also caused in advance, by God.

5. The contemporary American philosopher ______________________________ argues that freedom means that we are free to choose what we shall do and that our decisions are effective.

6. The philosopher ______________________________ had such confidence in the Newtonian system that he claimed that if he knew the location and motion of every object in the universe, he could predict the location and motion of every object in the universe at any time in the future.

7. African Yoruba philosophy is founded on a variant of____________________.

8. According to ____________________, an act is compulsory “when its origin is without” such that the person who acts “contributes nothing to it.”

9. The basis of ____________________ or “______________________________” is that we somehow carve a space within determinism for those actions that we insist on calling “free” and for which we hold ourselves and other people responsible.

10. The ____________________ claimed that human freedom is consistent with God’s power by distinguishing between two types of action, or causality.

11. Indeterminism claims that not every event has its sufficient natural cause; however, indeterminism still does not leave room for ____________________ because random, uncaused events are not caused by agents either.

12. Kant claims that the basic rule of determinism, ____________________________________________________________ (five words), 
is one of the rules by which we must interpret every experience.

13. ____________________ determinists believe that we are “matter in motion,” physical bodies that are subject to all of the laws of nature.

14. ____________________ is the thesis that everything that happens in the universe is determined according to the laws of nature.

15. The ____________________ claimed that only God is free and that all human actions are determined by God.

Answers

1. Oedipus

2. choices

3. Nirvana

4. Predestination

5. Robert Kane

6. Pierre Simon La Place

7. determinism

8. Aristotle

9. compatibilism, soft determinism

10. Mu’tazilites

11. free will

12. the principle of universal causation

13. Hard

14. Determinism

15. Ash’arites
