Instructor’s Test Bank – Chapter 5

Chapter 5 Test Bank
Questions indicated with an asterisk are also included in the online student content or the students’ self-test quiz for this chapter.
Multiple-Choice and True/False

*1. The connectionist claims that the mechanical and physical interactions that occur in the brain determine the kinds of behavior that computers are capable of processing.

a. True

b. False

*2. Descartes said there are two kinds of substances: mind or mental substance and body or physical substance.

a. True

b. False

*3. Ryle believes that it is a mistake to think that “the mind” and its events are some strange and mysteriously private sort of thing behind our behavior when, in fact, mind is the pattern of our behavior and not “behind” behavior at all.

a. True

b. False

* 4. J. J. C. Smart argues that the identity theory is false because it is incompatible with modern science.

a. True

b. False

*5. Freud claimed that everything mental is knowable and therefore that surely everything “in the mind” can be described incorrigibly.

a. True

b. False

*6. Thomas Nagel argues that it is consciousness that makes the mind-body problem so “intractable.”

a. True

b. False

*7. Functionalism is the view that the mind is the product of causal interaction.

a. True

b. False

*8. Merleau-Ponty believed that there should be a sharp distinction between mind and body.

a. True

b. False

*9. Freud’s idea of the unconscious threatens the idea of incorrigibility.

a. True

b. False

*10. To make a category mistake is to mistake one particular thing for another.

a. True

b. False

*11. Strong behaviorists believe that there are no mental events.

a. True

b. False

*12. Epiphenomenalism is a weak rejection of dualism.

a. True

b. False

*13. Behaviorism is the idea that __________.

a. all of our mental acts are knowable

b. our mental acts determine our behavior

c. because we cannot know private mental acts, they are irrelevant

d. the mind and body causally interact

*14. The key to Ryle’s analysis is __________.

a. disposition

b. dualism

c. functionalism

d. identity theory

*15. In what part of the body did Descartes think the mind and the soul connect, in his words, “where the soul has its principal seat”?

a. heart

b. ventricles of the brain

c. pineal gland

d. pituitary gland 

16. The “official doctrine,” hailing from Descartes, states that everyone has a body and a mind and that at the death of the body the mind (soul) continues to exist.

a. True

b. False

17. According to Ryle, attributing a mental property to someone is logically equivalent to saying that the person will act in a certain way.

a. True

b. False

18. Philosophers of the mind and neuroscientists now understand the function of sleep.

a. True

b. False

19. According to eliminative materialists, all observation occurs within some system of concepts. In other words, you cannot make sense out of anything you see, hear, touch, etc., without a theory about what those sensory impressions mean.

a. True

b. False

20. The philosophical position that minds are produced by the relations between their physical parts, regardless of what material those physical parts are made of, is called __________.

a. eliminative materialism

b. identity theory

c. functionalism

d. dualism

21. If you believe that Data, the android on the TV show Star Trek, is sentient and conscious, even though his “brain” is made out of silicon and metal, then you would be a __________.

a. eliminative materialist

b. identity theorist

c. functionalist

d. dualist

22. The “Chinese Room” is a thought experiment designed by John Searle to show that a mind is not like a computer because, although both minds and computers manipulate formal symbols, only minds are capable of understanding what the symbols mean.

a. True

b. False

23. Incorrigibility is the term philosophers, especially Descartes, have given to __________.

a. persistent afterimages

b. the immediate certainty of our own conscious experiences

c. the arbitrary nature of intentional objects

d. dogmatic beliefs

24. Nagel points out that if we try to imagine what it is like to be a bat, the best we can do is imagine what it is like for us to be bats (which isn’t the question).

a. True

b. False

25. How did Freud’s concept of the “unconscious” raise doubts about Descartes’ claim that whatever is mental can be described as incorrigible?

a. by suggesting that our ideas may not correspond to reality

b. by suggesting that only our unconscious ideas are clear and distinct

c. by suggesting that there are ideas in our minds that we don’t, and cannot, know

d. by suggesting that no one is truly conscious and, therefore, that no mental activity can be said to be incorrigible

26. Intentionality may be defined as __________.

a. volition

b. temporality

c. privileged access

d. aboutness

27. What is the problem with trying to explain “intentionality” in physical terms?

a. We may direct our intentionality upon intentional objects that are not physical, 
like the number “3.”

b. Some intentionality does not involve representational content.

c. Some representational content is physical, and some is not.

d. Representational content is not physical.

28. When Aristotle wrote about the soul, he was referring to __________.

a. the unconscious mind

b. the form of the body

c. the spirit within the body

d. the bottom of the feet

29. Husserl describes consciousness as a kind of container in which one finds ideas, thoughts, feelings, desires, etc.

a. True

b. False

30. According to Galen Strawson, consciousness consists of two elements, __________.

a. the ego and the id

b. awareness and attention

c. sensations and intentionality

d. primary consciousness and subconsciousness

31. Nietzsche suggests that consciousness is ultimately __________.

a. the one necessary element for all biological functions

b. found in all living things

c. dispensable

d. a godlike quality

32. Schopenhauer is thought to have refuted the “picture theory of thinking” in 1819.

a. True

b. False

33. The notion that a mind can be instantiated in anything that functions like a brain is called __________.

a. multiple realizability

b. intentionality

c. incorrigibility

d. dual aspect theory

34. According to Ryle, it is a necessary feature of whatever has physical existence that it is in __________.

a. space but not necessarily time

b. time but not necessarily space

c. neither space nor time

d. space and time
Discussion/Essay
*35. The dual aspect theory seems similar to Merleau-Ponty’s notion of a unified body. What are the differences and similarities in these views? Could these theories be combined in an interesting way? Why or why not? Where does the identity theory fit in? How does it compare with the other two accounts?

*36. The argument for functionalism is ultimately concerned with the relations between elements of the brain; mental acts occur as a “function” of elements. Logical behaviorism claims that mind is only the “pattern” of our behavior. What is different between these two accounts? What is similar about these accounts? In what ways are they using the same ideas to provide different accounts of the mind?

*37. Can an adequate behaviorist account of a non-human animal’s consciousness be given? A sparrow’s? A dog’s? A chimpanzee’s? If behaviorism fits some of these cases and not others, how would you separate them? 

*38. Write a debate between Ryle and Nagel on the question of the nature of consciousness. Who do you side with, and why?

*39. Explain Husserl’s concept of intentionality. Does this solve the mind-body problem? If so, how? If not, why not?

40. Why do you suppose it was much easier for Descartes to prove the existence of his own mind than anyone else’s? Why was Descartes’ proof of his own mental existence foundational? How did he eventually argue for the existence of other minds?

41. [AU1: this question is in 40:]Why do you suppose it was much easier for Descartes to prove the existence of his own body than the existence of bodies “outside” of himself? How do sensations, such as pain, hunger, etc., provide their owner with privileged or “insider information”? After all, no one else can feel your pain, think your thoughts, feel your emotions, etc., besides you. So there’s circumstantial evidence that you have a physical body; however, no such evidence is forthcoming from other bodies. How do Descartes’ arguments differ when trying to prove the existence of an external world?

42. Differentiate between two senses in which an occurrence is said to be explained, according to Ryle. For instance: Why did the glass break? One explanation is “because a stone hit it,” and another is “because it is brittle.” Which explanation is causal, and which is expressing an underlying lawlike proposition? How does Ryle apply this concept of “different senses of an explanation” to the concept of “disposition” in his analysis of the mind?

43. Differentiate between the two senses of the meaning of “identity,” i.e., empirical identity can be discovered through observation, experimentation, and experience, whereas logical identity is about synonymous terminology. In which sense do identity theorists like J. J. C. Smart and their critics like Jerome Shaffer mean that “thought” and “brain process” are, or are not, identical? Hint: Is it correct to say that the terms water and H2O are synonyms, or do water and H2O have different properties (e.g., water is wet, but an H2O molecule is not wet) and do not, therefore, have the same meaning?

44. Why do eliminative materialists believe that a smooth intertheoretic reduction between folk psychology and neurobiology is not possible? They don’t think that mental states, such as thoughts, desires, fears, beliefs, etc., match up in a one-to-one correspondence to brain states (i.e., particular patterns of neuronal firings). Paul Churchland, for one, is convinced that folk-psychological terms are not simply incomplete representations of our inner states but rather that they are misrepresentations, in the way phlogiston was. Use the phlogiston example to argue the eliminative materialist’s case that the poverty of our current conceptual framework will be overhauled with the advancement of neuroscience.
Answer Key: Multiple-Choice and True/False, Chapter 5

1. a

2. a

3. a

4. b

5. b

6. a

7. a

8. b

9. a

10. b

11. a

12. a

13. c

14. a

15. c

16. a

17. a

18. b

19. a

20. c

21. c

22. a

23. b

24. a

25. c

26. d

27. d

28. b

29. b

30. c

31. c

32. a

33. a

34. d
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