Instructor’s Test Bank – Chapter 3

Chapter 3 Test Bank
Questions indicated with an asterisk are also included in the online student content or the students’ self-test quiz for this chapter.
Multiple-Choice and True/False

*1. Berkeley believed that the only truly existent things are the mind and God.

a. True

b. False

*2. In Hume’s view, causation is an example of knowledge as “a matter of fact.”

a. True

b. False

*3. Locke believed that there is no such thing as substance.

a. True

b. False

*4. John Locke held the view that we know everything from experience.

a. True

b. False

*5. Descartes believed that beliefs can be justified by experience alone.

a. True

b. False

*6. Hume was a __________.

a. strict rationalist

b. strong idealist

c. innate idealist

d. skeptic

e. feminist

*7. Descartes’ “evil deceiver” is employed to show that __________.

a. God is no deceiver

b. existence implies essence

c. all knowledge comes from experience

d. almost anything can be doubted

e. substance cannot change

*8. Descartes applied a philosophical technique of __________.

a. methodological doubt

b. empiricism

c. foundationalism

d. boring, silly writing

e. clear and distinct ideas

*9. Before he introduces the evil deceiver, Descartes’ dream argument has shown that __________.

a. I can doubt all of the information of my senses

b. I can doubt mathematical truths and extension

c. I think, therefore I am

d. the mind is a thinking thing

e. substance can be better known than quality

*10. An idealist is unlikely also to be __________.

a. a materialist

b. a rational being

c. a metaphysician

d. a pedant

e. a Berkeleyan

*11. “I think, therefore I am” serves Descartes as __________.

a. a truth he cannot doubt

b. a merely grammatical remark

c. an aeschylean point from which to attack the sciences

d. a logical but not epistemological truth

e. the foundation of all skepticism

*12. Descartes writes: “Let us take, for example, this piece of wax: it has been taken quite freshly from the hive, and it has not yet lost the sweetness of the honey it contains; it still retains somewhat the odor of the flowers from which it has been culled; its color, its figure, its size are apparent; it is hard, cold, easily handled, and if you strike it with the finger, it will emit a sound. Finally all the things which are requisite to cause us distinctly to recognize a body, are met with in it. But notice that while I speak and approach the fire what remained of the taste is exhaled, the smell evaporates, the color alters, the figure is destroyed, the size increases, it becomes liquid, it heats, scarcely can one handle it, and when one strikes it, no sound is emitted. Does the same wax remain after this change?”

According to Descartes, “Does the same wax remain after this change?”

a. No.

b. Yes.

c. Yes, but we could not know that the same wax remains.

d. No, but we have reason to believe that the same wax remains.

e. We can’t know whether or not the same wax remains.

*13. Descartes uses the wax argument to prove that __________.

a. we know mental things with greater clarity and distinctness than material things

b. we know bodily things with greater clarity and distinctness than mental things

c. universals are predicated of particulars

d. identity may change over time

e. objects are vague

*14. Descartes’ wax argument illuminates the concept of __________.

a. empiricism

b. truth-tables

c. rigorous proof

d. substance

e. causal but not psychological continuity

*15. Prior to the wax argument, Descartes uses his “dream argument” to show that __________.

a. mathematical truths cannot be doubted

b. God exists

c. esse est percipi (to be is to be perceived)

d. almost anything can be doubted

e. God is no deceiver

*16. Descartes doubted things in what two ways?

a. the dream argument and cause

b. cause and evil genius

c. the dream argument and the “good God” argument

d. the dream argument and the “evil genius” argument

*17. Relativism is the thesis that there is no single correct view of reality, no single truth.

a. True

b. False

*18. Richard Rorty rejects the idea that the world is like a text and pursues a foundational definition of truth.

a. True

b. False

*19. Phenomenology is a relativistic doctrine that accepts the historicity of human experience.

a. True

b. False

*20. Schopenhauer argued that the world of our senses is the “true” world.

a. True

b. False

*21. Dialectic is a logic developed by Hegel in which different forms of thought or philosophies are arranged according to increasing scope or sophistication.

a. True

b. False

*22. Kant believed in only one set of rational rules that constitutes our experience, therefore rejecting relativism.

a. True

b. False

*23. Kant did not accept the distinction between our beliefs and our experience of the world.

a. True

b. False

*24. Hermeneutics is a method originally applied to improve our understanding of __________.

a. Hermes and other Greek gods

b. the Bible and other texts

c. hermetic or closed systems of philosophy

d. truth and human historicity

*25. The driving principle of Richard Rorty’s pragmatism is __________.

a. truth

b. honesty

c. virtue

d. solidarity

*26. According to __________ and __________, we will be freed from confusion and suffering if we can escape the constraint of the will.

a. Schopenhauer, Nietzsche

b. Schopenhauer, Hegel

c. Schopenhauer, the Buddha

d. Nietzsche, Hegel

*27. Nietzsche famously wrote that “truth is __________.”

a. error

b. dead

c. coherent

d. relative

*28. In Hegel, __________ is the expression of truth as it is manifested in human history.

a. relativism

b. spirit

c. idealism

d. will

*29. Kant believes that we __________ our experience in the sense that we provide rules and structures according to which we experience objects.

a. discover

b. transcend

c. constitute or “set up”

d. imagine

30. According to Hume, by observing one body move after being impelled by another repeatedly, we can infer that every body will move after a like impulse. Therefore, we should be able to make that inference after the first instance.

a. True

b. False

31. Which is not one of Kant’s critiques?

a. The Critique of Pure Reason
b. The Critique of Practical Reason
c. The Critique of Judgment
d. The Critique of Pure Intuition 
32. Which two disciplines did Kant weave together into a single cohesive philosophy?

a. rationalism and logic

b. empiricism and aesthetics 

c. rationalism and empiricism

d. aesthetics and logic

33. Of what can we be certain, according to Kant?

a. the external world, i.e., reality

b. the correspondence between our ideas and reality

c. the rules of our own experience

d. the phenomenal world

34. The logical positivists held that any claim that makes no difference to our experience, and therefore cannot be tested, is meaningless.

a. True

b. False

35. Reality and truth are considered external to ourselves, according to Kant.

a. True

b. False

36. An inference from one statement to another according to a set of rules of inference is called __________.

a. an induction

b. a deduction

c. a syllogism

d. a categorical imperative

37. Hegel had a holistic worldview in which consciousness and the world are integrated.

a. True

b. False

38. “Absolute knowing” is the unique viewpoint that Hegel insists is the perspective relative to, and within, each of us.

a. True

b. False

39. Who thought that Hegel had it backward, viz. that it isn’t the case that ideas determine history but rather that history (particular economic details of history) determines ideas?

a. Kant

b. Hume

c. Nietzsche 

d. Marx

40. Hegel said that nothing great in the world has ever been accomplished without passion.

a. True

b. False

41. Schopenhauer altered Kant’s philosophy by invoking the Buddhist conception of the “veil of Maya” with the outcome that our experience of the world is __________.

a. veridical

b. fully satisfying

c. illusory

d. meaningful

42. Husserl is an example of an extreme relativist.

a. True

b. False

43. Both Husserl and Kant use the word transcendental to mean the basic and only rules by which we constitute the world.

a. True

b. False

44. What is the natural human ego being reduced to in phenomenological reduction?

a. the transcendental ego

b. the Spirit

c. the epoche´

d. the phenomenal ego

45. Husserl thought that the way to do philosophy is to study consciousness.

a. True

b. False

46. What does Heidegger try to uncover in his hermeneutical phenomenology?

a. truth

b. God

c. hidden meanings in experience

d. the meaning of life

47. Rorty has a relativistic epistemology.

a. True

b. False

48. Hermeneutics may be employed to appreciate cross-cultural and intracultural complexities. 

a. True

b. False

49. What does Nagami suggest are the keys to understanding other cultures and other individuals?

a. humility and humor

b. meekness and hospitality

c. research and background checks

d. openness and listening

50. Radical feminists acknowledge other people’s points of view but deny that they all have equal value.

a. True

b. False

51. Perspectivism is the position that validates the context-specific quality of all discourse.

a. True

b. False

52. Russell says that sensations are the direct means of ascertaining the properties of objects.

a. True

b. False

53. Russell assumed that knowledge is inferred, or derived, from sense-data.

a. True

b. False

54. Which of the following is not one of Russell’s points in attempting to discover the nature of truth?

a. Truth and falsehood are dependent on the internal quality of the beliefs and not the relations.

b. Theory of truth must be such as to admit its opposite: falsehood.

c. Truth and falsehood are properties of beliefs and statements, not mere matter or facts.

d. The truth or falsehood of a belief always depends upon something that lies outside the belief itself.

55. What kind of reasoning did Locke advocate as the best method for making generalizations from experience?

a. abductive

b. deductive

c. inductive

d. intuitive

56. According to Berkeley, if all the people, animals, and anything capable of perception on Earth were to suddenly die, leaving no one left to perceive the rocks, mountains, and streams, then the Earth and everything on it would snap out of existence.

a. True

b. False

57. Quine argues that observation sentences are __________.

a. sentences that we can correlate to observable circumstances

b. sentences that are independent of variations of the past histories of individuals

c. the only entry to a language

d. all of the above

58. Quine separates epistemology from semantics.

a. True

b. False

59. Which beliefs did Hume want “consigned to the flames”?

a. those justified by reason

b. those justified by experience

c. those justified by science

d. metaphysical beliefs, e.g., God, material substance, causality, self

60. Hume proved the inductive principle that the future will be like the past.

a. True

b. False

61. Noam Chomsky attributes the similarities in human thinking to an innate capacity for language.

a. True

b. False

62. Hume denied the principle of universal causation, which states that every event has its cause.

a. True

b. False

Discussion/Essay

*63. Hume and Nagarjuna both believed that cause and effect are not justifiable. Compare and contrast the arguments that each philosopher used. Nagarjuna looks at his conclusion and forms a new epistemology. What would Hume say about Nagarjuna’s new epistemology?

*64. Can you think of any way for Locke to defend his claim that substances exist but that we do not know what they are? How would Locke respond to Berkeley’s conclusion that we can know only ideas?

*65. Descartes reestablishes his system of beliefs because of his famous statement “I am a thing that thinks.” Where is the place of the thing that thinks in Locke’s system? Explain the difference between inductive and deductive reasoning and how it applies to the systems of Descartes and Locke.

*66. Explain why Berkeley thinks his arguments are a response to the skepticism threatened by Locke’s epistemology. Then argue that Berkeley’s position creates a further skeptical problem. How might Berkeley respond?

*67. Write a dialogue between Kant and Hegel on the limits on our knowledge of truth. Also have them discuss the importance of history to reason.

*68. Is Nietzsche a pragmatist? How might you use his arguments to support pragmatism? How might you critique the pragmatism of Rorty?

*69. Explain Kant’s theory of truth. Then offer a critique of it by Schopenhauer. Finally, give Kant’s response to Schopenhauer.

*70. How does phenomenology depend on Kant’s analysis of truth? Does phenomenology lead to relativism?

71. Discuss Kant’s counterintuitive notion that we “create” the world we perceive. How do our ideas impose a structure on our experiences according to a set of rules? Are these basic rules, or categories, hard-wired in our brains? If space, time, and all phenomenal objects are constituted by our minds, then what might the “real” world be like? Could we ever know?

72. Examine Nietzsche’s relativist view that “there are no facts, only interpretations.” Is the idea of objective truth a pathological one? Try to wrap your mind around Nietzsche’s paradox that “truth is error” and imagine what that would commit you to if, indeed, you could believe it in everyday life. Consider, for instance, how we divide up the world into categories, number things, and draw conclusions on too little evidence (it’s always too little). These are all human-imposed “falsifications,” according to Nietzsche, without which we could not live.

73. Examine Rorty’s complaint that pragmatists have gotten labeled “relativists” by the realists. Rorty points out that to be a relativist—or an absolutist, for that matter—one needs a positive theory of truth; however, the pragmatist doesn’t have one. Instead, the pragmatist makes the negative point that because there is no correspondence between truth and reality, there is no distinction between knowledge and opinion. As a partisan of solidarity with an ethnocentric view of truth, Rorty denies that every belief is as good as any other as well as the notion that the term true has as many meanings as procedures for justification. Therefore, he isn’t a relativist. Do you agree?

74. To what extent are our ways of understanding and interpreting reality conditioned by socially given knowledge? Is the way we frame the world a social construction? Imagine that you were born and raised in a country most foreign to your present culture. In what ways would your world be conceptually different, i.e., intersubjectively different than that of someone from another culture? How does Nagami address the problem of intersubjectivity across cultures, and what are his proposed solutions?

75. What does Russell mean by truth? How does his “common-sense” theory build on the other theories of knowledge we’ve read?

76. The analytic turn in philosophy has created an interesting shift in terms of epistemology and methodological practice. Create a dialogue between Descartes and Quine. How do each of their conceptions of knowledge relate to one another? How do they differ?

77. When Chuang-tzu wrote about his dream of being a butterfly almost 2,400 years ago, he penned one of the most profound epistemological conundrums ever written. He said that when he woke up, he did not know whether he was a man dreaming that he was a butterfly or whether he was a butterfly dreaming he was a man. How could he know? Discuss Chuang-tzu’s dream and the issues it raises.

78. Just as people from different cultures have different ways of conceptualizing the world, often resulting in misunderstanding between cultures, men and women throughout human history have occupied different “worlds,” or roles, and as a result conceptualize the world differently, often resulting in misunderstanding between the sexes. That being the case, it would be an understatement to say that it is valuable to study the differences between people’s conceptual schemes in order to broaden our mutual understanding. Today it is accepted that epistemology has been historically male-defined, and the push is on to establish the female perspective on knowledge acquisition. Discuss the best ways of keeping an open mind as the established patriarchal epistemology is challenged. How can we harvest the best from both male and female epistemologies while gallantly letting go of bad logic from both sides?

79. Discuss Russell’s appearance/reality distinction. What things seem to be and what they really are may be radically different because our senses can reveal the truth only about the appearance of an object, not what its properties actually are. How does Russell argue that sensations are mere signs of properties? How accurate are the signs at revealing the world the way it really is? Is there any way to check?

80. Debate the issue of whether we all begin life as a blank slate, knowing nothing until we have experiences, or whether we come “hard-wired” with some principles, rules, doctrines, expectations, etc., independent of learning (this is the philosophical version of psychology’s nurture/nature debate). If all our learning comes from a combination of some percentage of these two sources, then where does creativity fit in? Is it possible to learn something that was never perceived by the senses or captured by our innate cognitive faculties? 

Answer Key: Multiple-Choice and True/False, Chapter 3

1. a

2. b

3. b

4. a

5. b

6. d

7. d

8. a

9. a

10. a

11. a

12. b

13. a

14. d

15. d

16. d

17. a

18. b

19. b

20. b

21. a

22. a

23. b

24. b

25. d

26. c

27. a

28. b

29. c

30. b

31. d

32. c

33. c

34. a

35. b

36. b

37. a

38. b

39. d

40. a

41. c

42. b

43. a

44. a

45. a

46. c

47. b

48. a

49. d

50. a

51. a

52. b

53. a

54. a

55. c

56. b

57. d

58. b

59. d

60. b

61. a

62. a
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