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sede its own self, for this other is itself.

LORDSHIP AND BONDAGE TrI

the nightlike void of the supersensible beyond, and steps out
into the spiritual daylight of the present.

A. INDEPENDENCE AND DEPENDENCE OF SELF~-
CONSCIOUSNESSZ LORDSHIP AND BONDAGE

178. Self-consciousness exists in and for itself when, and by
the fact that, it so exists for another; that is, it exists only in
being acknowledged. The Notion of this its unity in its duplica-
tion embraces many and varied meanings. Its moments, then,

_ must on the one hand be held strictly apart, and on the other

hand must in this differentiation at the same time also be taken
and known as not distinct, or in their opposite significance. The
twofold significance of the distinct moments has in the nature
of self-consciousness to be infinite, or directly the opposite of
the determinateness in which it is posited. The detailed exposi-
tion of the Notion of this spiritual unity in its duplication will
present us with the process of Recognition. '
179. Self-consciousness is faced by another self-conscious-
ness: it has come out of itself. This has a twofold significance :
first, it has lost itself, for it finds itself as an other being; secondly,
in_doing so it has superseded the other, for it does not see
the other as an essential being, but in the other sees its own
self. | S |
180. It must supersede this otherness of itself. This is the
supersession of the first ambiguity, and is therefore itself a
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second ambiguity. First, it must proceed to supersede the other
independent being in order thereby to become certain of itself

as the essential being; secondly, in so doing it proceeds to super-

181. This ambiguous supersession of its ambiguous otherness -
is equally an ambiguous return into itself. For first, through the
supersession, it receives back its own self, because, by supersed-
ing its otherness, itagain becomes equal to itself; but secondly,
the other self-consciousness equally gives it back again to itself,
for it saw itself in_the other, but supersedes this being of itself
in the other and thus lets the other again go free. |

182. Now, this movement of self-consciousness in relation to
another self-consciousness has in this way been represented as
the action of one self-consciousness, but this action of the one
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