The Pocono Mountains:  Filled With Family Fun
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When looking for a place to take your family for a fun filled day, why not head to the Pocono Mountains?   No matter the season, this traditional honeymooner’s paradise hosts a large number of activities perfectly suited for families.
Fun for All Seasons
One of the most popular family destinations no matter the season is the Crayola Factory in Easton (www.crayola.com/factory).  Regardless of the types of activities your children are normally interested in, they’ll enjoy learning how crayons and markers are made at this hands-on learning center.  You can also color, draw, paint, and create with the latest Crayola products.

Have a sweet tooth?  Visit Callie’s Candy Kitchen in Mountainhome and find out how your favorite candies are made.  If you enjoy something more savory, drive three miles south and tour Callie’s Pretzel Factory to see how soft and hard pretzels and gourmet popcorn are made.  You’ll even get to enjoy some free samples.  Information on both of these factories can be found at www.calliescandy.com.
Looking for something more hands-on?  Poke-a-Nose Pottery (www.pokeanosepottery.com.) in Bartonsville offers pottery painting and mosaics.  Just stop in and pick out a piece of pottery to paint or a piece to mosaic.  A small fee covers all the supplies you’ll need to create a masterpiece and the glazing and firing or grouting of your item.  
Great Wolf Lodge in Scotrun offers a 91,000 square foot indoor entertainment area, which includes a waterpark, arcade, and children’s craft and activity room.  In order to enjoy all the wonderful features this lodge has to offer, you must book an overnight stay in one of their family friendly suites.  But what better way to spend a snowy weekend than careening down a waterslide in a temperature controlled environment?  Check out www.greatwolflodge.com for special offers and information.
Hit the Slopes

Each winter, the Pocono Mountains transform into a skiers paradise.  The various Pocono ski areas offer dozens of slopes for all abilities.  Whether you’re looking for a gentle beginner slope, an expert mogul run, or a half-pipe for snowboarding, the Pocono ski areas are for you.
If you’re not into standing while going downhill, why not give snowtubing a try?  It’s the easiest way to have fun on the slopes.  Just hop onto an inner tube and go!  
For more information on the major ski areas in the Poconos, visit www.poconoski.com.

Water Fun
Whether you’re looking to brave whitewater rapids, kayak down a scenic river, or careen down the ultimate water slide, the Poconos have what you’re looking for.
Camelbeach in Tannersville (www.camelbeach.com) boasts 22 waterslides, an adventure river, family activity areas, bumper boats, miniature golf, and a surfing ride.  
Carousel Water & Fun Park in Beach Lake has go-karts, water slides, bumper boats, and miniature golf.  For the baseball fan, batting cages are also available.  For pricing and schedule information, visit www.carousel-park.com.

You can enjoy a white water adventure whether you’re a beginner or experienced.  A guided trip down the rapids offers a fun time for all members of the family.  For more information, contact any of the following companies:

· Adventure Center at Whitewater Challengers in Weatherly – www.whitewaterchallengers.com
· Jim Thorpe River Adventures – www.jtraft.com
· Kittatinny Canoes and Rafts in Dingmans Ferry – www.kittatinny.com
· Pocono Whitewater Rafting in Jim Thorpe – www.poconowhitewater.com
· Shawnee River Adventures at Shawnee-On-Delaware – www.shawneeinn.com
· Whitewater Rafting Adventures Inc. in Nesquehoning – www.adventurerafting.com
· Chamberlain Canoes in Minisink – ww.chamberlaincanoes.com

· Adventure Sports in Marshalls Creek – www.adventuresport.com
Railroad

If you have a train enthusiast in your life, a trip to the Poconos is a must.
Historic Jim Thorpe offers a variety of activities for train lovers, including museums, HO displays, and train rides through the beautiful countryside.

· Lehigh Gorge Scenic Railway follows the Lehigh River riding the former mainline of the Jersey Central Lines.  For more information visit http://www.lgsry.com
· The Old Mauch Chunk H.O. Model Train Display (www.parailways.com) displays a highly detailed model train featuring 1,087 feet of track, over 200 structures, and 100 bridges.  There are moving automobiles, an old-fashioned football stadium, and burning buildings.

Honesdale is the birthplace of the American railroad, and the Stourbridge Line will take you on a trip back in time riding in a passenger train along the scenic Lackawaxen River.  You can take a variety of rides from March through December, including special excursions like the Great Train Robbery Runs, Fall Foliage Excursions, Easter, Halloween, and Christmas runs.  For schedules and fees, visit www.waynecountycc.com.
In Tobyhanna, the Tobyhanna Train Station was constructed in 1908 and served as a combination passenger station and freight house.  It now serves as a destination point for 
Steamtown trains traveling from Scranton and boasts a museum of railroad artifacts and model trains.  

Get back to nature
For nature lovers, the Pocono Mountains are a hub of activity.  

Bear Mountain Butterflies in Mountainhome (www.bearmountainbutterflies.com) in a sanctuary that has an indoor flight room.  The facility offers educational programs, arts and crafts, butterfly releases, and birthday parties.  
Bushkill Falls in Bushkill, nicknamed “the Niagra of the Pennsylvania”, is one of the state’s most scenic areas.  It hosts eight waterfalls along with hiking trails and bridges where you’re able to view the falls and surrounding forest.  While visiting, you can also check out the Pennsylvania Wildlife and Indian Exhibits, fish Twin Lakes, take a paddle boat ride, or enjoy a game of miniature golf.  For more information, visit www.bushkillfalls.com.
The Dorflinger-Suydam Wildlife Sanctuary (http://www.dorflinger.org) in White Mills is a 600 acre facility that offers nature trails and educational programs so you can view wildlife and waterfowl in their natural environment.  
The Delaware Water Gap National Recreation Area offers a myriad of activities including, but certainly not limited to bird and eagle watching, stargazing, hiking, rock climbing, and a host of water activities.  For more information, visit http://www.nps.gov/dewa.
Claws N Paws Wild Animal Park in Lake Ariel allows you to get close to over 120 species.  Feed the giraffe or admire the rare white tiger.  For schedules and fees visit www.clawsnpaws.com.
What better way to enjoy the scenery than riding through it on horseback?  The Poconos boast several stables offering packages suited for both the beginning and experienced rider. For more information on the stables and what they have to offer, visit http://www.poconosbest.com/Horseback.htm.
Museums/Historic Sites
Quiet Valley (www.quietvalley.org) is a living, historical farm.  Get a first-hand account of life on a farm in the 1800’s.  
Asa Packer Mansion was the home of the multi-millionaire who built the Lehigh Valley Railroad and founded Lehigh University.  For tour times and dates, visit www.asapackermansion.com
No. 9 Museum in Lansford (http://no9mine.tripod.com) allows you to see the inner workings of one of America’s oldest deep coal mines.  You can ride a rail into the mountains and walk through the gangways or take a guided tour into an actual mine.
The Poconos are a great place for family fun.  Whether you’re splashing around a waterpark, skiing down the mountainside, or absorbing the history of the area, you’ll be creating a lifetime of family memories.

