Revision ICT 01- Section 9.1b Software Copyright & Licensing 


Syllabus Segment

· Describe the principles of software copyright and licensing agreements.

Specific problems related to ICT use, software piracy; awareness of laws and difficulties in proof; cross border problems; copy protection methods, specific Internet problems; music and video piracy; licence types and their scope

Specific Objectives

Students should be able to:

· Describe in general terms the provisions of the current Copyright Designs and Patents Act and the basic principles of copyright and 'intellectual property'.

· Describe the particular problems associated with the copyrighting of computer software (and files).

· Describe how the Internet has contributed to the expansion of software piracy.

· Describe the role of trade organisations such as FAST in the combating of software piracy

· Recall the details and examples of the application of the following types of software licence

· Single user 

· Multi user licence

· Site licence 

· Educational licence 

· Educational Site Licence
· Recall the basic tenet of software licensing is that users do not own the software but are simply given a licence to use

· Describe, in outline, other types of software use agreements , to include

· Shareware

· Freeware

· Open Source

· Describe, in general terms, common copy protection methods, to include

· Serial Numbers

· On-line registration (e.g. windows XP)

· Dongles 

· Disc based encryption (e.g. CDs , playstation)

· Regional Encoding (e.g. DVDs)

· Digital Watermarking

· Describe, in outline, the copyright problems caused by

· International differences in copyright legislation

· Reverse engineering

· Protection of 'look and feel'

· Linking to and copying of Internet based files and images

· Copying and distribution of music and TV/video files in compressed format

· Web site cloning
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Web links 

http://www.alcester.net/ags/links/Information_Technology/AS/IT01/9_Legal_Framework/Copyright

PowerPoint Presentation

http://www.alcester.net/AS/it01resources/Copyright.ppt
Quick Revision

1. Name three types of artistic endeavour which can be protected by copyright

2. What does the term 'shrink wrap licence' mean

3. Does UK copyright law allow you to make copies of software for backup purposes

4. Give an example of a 'fair use' agreement

5. Explain the concept of shareware software 

6. What type of software licence would be needed by a  small factory based in one location

7. What type of software licence would be most appropriate for a teacher or student

8. Which of the following can be copied freely without any restrictions

a) images from a web page

b) Music files from a CD

c) MP3 files from an open source area

9. What does the FAST association do

10. Software piracy costs software manufacturers £ billions  each year , why are there so few prosecutions.

Typical Exam Questions

May 2001

7 (a) Describe what is meant by a software licensing agreement. (2 marks)

(b) Mr Patel has a single user software licensing agreement for a word processing package which specifies that there must only be one copy in use at any one time.

Would he be guilty of breaking the agreement if he installed the package on his laptop PC, as well as on his stand-alone PC at work. Explain your answer. (2 marks)

(c) A college network has a server and 20 stations. What type of licensing agreement would be suitable

for a word processing package that may be used at the same time on all 20 stations? (2 marks)

