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EUROPEAN GAA LEAGUE, ROUND 5 - BRUSSELS 30 JUNE 2001
On Sat 30 March, our Brux Club hosted the 6-team-6-country round-robin 5th Round of the Euro GAA League on the cricket grounds of the British School of Brussels (as usual, Jackie & Dave again did the biz for putting all the necessary facilities at our disposal despite the extensive ongoing renovations in the BSB).

On the field, the fate of our local Brux team was 1/ a good start by beating Guernsey, 2/ lost to Lux after conceding 2 goals against the run of play, 3/ beat The Hague well, 4/ lost the crunch match to Paris (& with it their last chance of making the Final) by  1 point and 5/ lost their last match to Munich (nothing at stake, weaker team fielded to give everyone a run). Paris beat Lux by a single point in the Mens’ Final.  Refusing to be upstaged, the Paris ladies then went on to win the 3-team Ladies’ event.  Lastly, the Brussels kids had their final workout before Feile Peil na nOg.  The full list of Brux men & women playing on the day was:-

· MEN - Pat Ahern, Michel Arrets, Ken Hatton, Mark Kieran, Alan Norton, Micheal O’Conchuir, Sean O’Connor, Eoghan O’Sullivan, Niall Quinn, Enda Rice, Jonathan Riordan & Paul Staunton.

· WOMEN … Maggie Bowers, Lise Buckley, Karina De Boeure, Sonja Dockx, Stella Handley, Patricia Hickey, Lise Libo, Veronique Lorient, Jaana Mettala, Maja Van Develde, & Nadia Von Bassewitz & Patricia Willaert.
The full series of results of Round 5 of the Euro GAA League was as follows:-

	MENS' PRELIMS 

Brux 3--1          Guernsey 2-2

Lux 3--6             Munich 1--1

Paris 4-4            Hague 1--4

Munich 2-2       Guernsey 1--2

Lux 2--4            Brux 0--6

Paris 2--5          Guernsey 1--4

Brux 3--4         Hague 0—4

Paris 1--5          Brux 1—4
	Lux 3--5            Hague 2—4

Lux 0--6             Guernsey 0--4

Munich 2--7       Brux 1--7

Munich-Hague not played (time pressure)

Paris-Lux not played (both already thru to Final)

MENS' FINAL 

Paris 2--6            Lux 2--5

	
	

	LADIES PRELIM

Brux 2--6          Lux 1—4
	LADIES' FINAL

Paris 2—4             Brux 0—5

	

	PS … All matches were superbly reffed by inter-county referees Gerry Kinneavy, Roscommon & Michael Monaghan, Kildare, both of whom were sent over by Croke Park for the day. 


Off the field, a most enjoyable meal took place that evening on the premises of Brux GAA sponsor, The Wild Geese Bar (our thanks to Cian & his team for all their hard work - & their patience too as the meal started well behind schedule).  The centrepiece of this evening event was the presentation of the Finnegan Brothers Perpetual Cup to Paris, medals to mens’ winners Paris & runners-up Lux and, to mark the first competitive Ladies GAA tournament played here, medals to ALL the ladies who played on the day.  Gifts to mark their visit were also presented to the hard working refs Gerry & Michael.  

Finally, on Sun morning, the European GAA Board met amongst other things to review progress the Euro League.  The current standings going into the 6th & final Round in The Hague on Sat 13 Oct are as follows:-

Paris 


28 points, 

Guernsey 

26 

The Hague 

25 

Luxemburg 

19 

Rennes 

18 

Brussels 

16 

Brest 


  8 

Munich 

  6 

Barcelona 

  2    

No title for Brux this year mainly due to our inability to send a team to Lux on 26 May (because of the bridging holiday weekend).  However, in the Rounds we did play with a full team, we haven't been more than 1-2 points from making the Final.  Our remaining aim now is to finish on a high note by winning Round 6 on 13 Oct …

****************************************************************************
