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EC CLUB, BRUSSELS - JULY 2001 NEWSLETTER

UNDER-AGE FOOTBALL

Summer break

After a month or so of frantic activity, the time has come for all to enjoy their Summer holidays.  The kids GAA will resume in Sept (dates & times to be notified later).

Brux kids in Thurles, Co Tipperary – 5-9 July 2001

For the second year running, the Brux kids travelled to Ireland to represent the European GAA Board in the GAA’s annual Feile Peil na nOg for under-14 yoa.  From humble beginnings a few years back, this Feile has now grown to become one of - if not the - biggest single sporting event for kids anywhere in the world (90 boys teams & 40 girls were in Thurles & surrounds this year).

On the field, the Brux kids played 3 competitive matches, unfortunately a little disadvantaged as their ages ranged from 10-14 compared to most of the others in the 13-14 age group.  On Fri afternoon, they lost to their hosts Killenaule & another Tipp team Mullinahone.  However, Sat started off on a positive note with major press coverage of their efforts by Cliona Foley in the Irish Independent Sports Section (attached separately).  This high profile stuff continued when GAA President Sean McCague of Monaghan and Munster Council Chair Sean Kelly of Kerry (the latter is also a good friend of Brux & all the other Euro GAA Clubs in his capacity as Chair of the GAA’s International Dimension Committee) decided to attend their match against Killrossanty GAA Club from Waterford.  All this media & celebrity attention spurred the Brux lads on to score the late goal that earned them a famous draw & with it their first ever point in Feile.  Having started, it was difficult to stop the Brux lads and, apart from the Feile matches, they played friendly matches against their hosts on both Fri & Sun mornings.

Off the field, it has to be said that the Brux kids & accompanying adults received an extraordinary degree of hospitality & friendship from hosts, Killenaule GAA Club. Apart from the accommodation provided (more below), the Brux kids were able to bop the Sat night away in a specially organised under 14 disco while the Brux adults’ itinerary included a visit to the famous Coolmore Stud (not to mention the opportunity to discuss the finer points of the operation of the EU’s Common Agricultural Policy in disadvantaged areas over liquid refreshments !!!).  Kids & adults alike also attended some top class under-age & adult hurling matches on the Sun. 

There are so many thank you.s for this marvellously successful weekend that it’s hard to know where to begin but here goes anyway:-

· Since starting up in March 1999, the Brux kids have benefited greatly from the facilities provided for them by the British School - thanks again Jackie & Dave for your help;

· As for training & skills, the main coaches have been John Ludden & Mick Nevin;

· While there were various Brux backroom organisers, the one who covered the detailed paperwork that really made Feile 2001 happen was Brigid McGovern;

· The Brux kids (plus their families): Peter & Paddy Barrett, Sean Breslin, Marc Buckley, Darragh Clancy, Eamon Conway, William Courtney, Kristian & Laurie Dunn, Christopher Fernandes, Marc Ludden, Oisin McArdle, Paul & Thomas McGovern, Barry Nevin, Stephen O’Malley, Ronan O’Rourke, Conor O’Sullivan, Colm & Ruairi Scott-Byrne, Gearoid & Conor Smith and Fionan & Conor Smyth;  

· The Brux adults who accompanied the kids to Thurles - Liam Breslin, Ann & Joe Buckley, John Ludden, Brigid & Gerry McGovern and Aileen & Robbie Smith;
· The Brux sponsorship provided by Jack O’Sheas Butchers Shop and The Wild Geese Bar; 

· The Killenaule GAA Club organising team of Aileen & Christy Blake, Pat O'Connell & Dickie O’Dwyer;
· The Killenaule accommodation/transport etc network of Nicholas & Margaret Bergin, Frank & Pearl Codd, Liz & Paul Guinan, Ann & Tom Kelly, Marion & John Kelly, Mary & Phil Kelly, Mary Kennedy, Shirley Kennedy, Bernie Murphy, Mary & Anthony O’Dwyer and Mary Webster;
· Killenaule GAA Official - & hand-maker of hurls - Eddie Grant who not only put up a few Brux kids but also gave every Brux kid a present of a one of those hand made hurls with a sliotar thrown in to bring back with them (hopefully not too many broken windows here this Summer as a result !!!).
Finally, it should also be emphasised that the Brux kids participation in Feile was supported at every turn by Sean Kelly & Pat Daly, respectively Chair & Secretary of the GAA’s International Dimension Committee.   

Sylaun kids in Brussels - from 22-25 June

Brux GAA hosted a visit by kids & adults from Sylaun GAA Club, Co Galway (near Corofin).  On the Sat, they indulged themselves in the course of a long day out down in the Six Flags Park in Wavre (formerly Walibi).  On the Sun, the Brux kids took them on at the Irish Sports Day in the British School as a warm-up for their "Trip to Tipp" 2 weeks later - more below - with the regular-playing visitors winning by 4 points (the Sylaun kids also put on a display of the skills of hurling for all present).  On the Mon, the visiting adults & kids visited the European Parliament as well as the Grande Place & environs.  Our sincere thanks to the following for helping make a success of the weekend:-

· The visitors themselves:-
KIDS … Paul Burke, Stephen Burke, Sean Cooney, Pierce Connors, Liam Cooney, Kevin Courtney, Alan Cullinane, Shane Glynn, Joe Hanley, Colm Gibbons, Emmet Keane, Catherine Ludden, Ciaran Ludden, Brendan Martin, Damien Martin, John Martin & Daniel Murray;

ADULTS … Rita Burke, Walter Burke, Albert Connors, Patricia Connors, John Cullinane, Sean Glynn, Triona Hanley,  Danny Ludden and Michael Martin;

· The Breslin, Clancy, Daly, Ludden, McGovern, Morrisey, Nevin & Smith families here in Brux who each hosting at least 2 of the visiting kids for 3 nights; 

· The organisers of the Irish Sports Day who made plenty of time available for football & hurling in an already packed schedule; and

· Pat The Cope Gallagher MEP who organised the European Parliament tour for his Connacht-Ulster constituents (& treated every last one of them to lunch while he was at it).

