Piety
Piety, my dedication to the Gods and reverence for them, is an important part of my life. However, I feel I have a different viewpoint on my relationship with the Gods than many people, and that affects the way I worship them. 
I feel the Gods are more of a family to me than anyone living on this earth, as opposed to distant and indifferent deities. To me they assume the roles of the ideal parents, brothers, sisters, aunts, uncles and cousins. I revere, love, and respect them as such. To me, they have always been sympathetic to my problems, helped me in times of need, and guided me through life with gentle kindness and the occasional kick in the rear when needed. 
With this said, the most important part of a ritual to me is the belief and sincerity that goes into it. Some rituals become so routine that no one really believes in the purpose of the ceremony as time goes by. People simply show up to celebrations because they feel they have to. Sometimes attendees even stop believing in the deities being worshipped and the purpose of ritual. Words and motions have no meaning if the purpose is forgotten or ignored. The purpose of words and motions is to exemplify the meaning of the ritual by adding symbolic actions to intent. The will and intent alone may work, as it would in a simple prayer, but the added actions of words and motions at a formal ritual magnify the intent greatly. 
Words and motions in a ritual are more meaningful when there is symbolism to enhance them. Symbols and icons in a ritual can magnify the purpose by directing your thoughts and beliefs to the specific purpose. A simple request of the Gods for a favor is greatly enhanced when you specify the request with certain related objects and/or an offering in exchange for that favor. For the ancient Romans, sacrifices were given in return for favors from the Gods in a “you scratch my back and I’ll scratch yours” contract. Contracts were important to the Romans in just about every aspect of life - births, marriages, legal transactions and even promises to the Gods had binding contracts. Contracts were not just legal to the Romans, they were holy, and I feel the same way. Making an offering to the Gods in return for a favor or even just to honor them is a simple form of a contract. Sometimes, I find it more effective to write things down such as requests, verbal offerings and praises, or the order of actions in a ritual,  because it not only gives me guidelines to go by so I don’t forget anything, but it also feels like a physical binding contract with the Gods. 
Though the keeping of the High Days is important, it is even more important to know why you are celebrating the High Days. Knowing the meanings of the High Days serves two purposes – it adds intent to action, thus magnifying the purpose of the ritual or celebration, and it also helps to identify how the High Days are important and relevant to those of us celebrating them. 

So there are three very important aspects to ritual for me – my belief of the Gods and the intent I am defining with the ritual, the history and research into the symbols used in the ceremony or celebration, and lastly the way in which the ritual is carried out, usually through some kind of contract implied or written down. Though it is important to me to worship the Gods and hold rituals on a regular basis, it is much more important to me to believe in what I’m doing and understand the meaning of what I’m doing, otherwise the ritual is pointless. 

