A Letter From Our Pastor
September 24, 2007
To Our Parishioners and Visitors:

We are proud to present to you this informational booklet on the history and activities of our parish. There are not many parishes in the United States that can say that they were founded one year after the establishment of the first Diocese in the United States. We were founded by roving missionaries who themselves were the first men ordained to the priesthood in this country. Our second pastor, Prince Demitrius Gallitzin has even been proposed for canonization.

This little booklet is the culmination of an idea and work that began in our parish pastoral council at least five years ago. I am very grateful to all who have worked to bring the idea to completion in this very helpful form.

Now, no one can say that they do not know any of the activities our parish offers and how to get in touch with just the right person for them to become an active part of our parish ministry.

We are proud of where we have come from and we are determined to be an effective, integral part of the greater Cumberland community for many years into the future.

In 2001, when we celebrated the 150th anniversary of the dedication of the present parish church, the third on our Centre Street campus, we developed a parish history entitled, “A Future Filled with Hope.” Then and now we continue to look to Jesus as our hope, and our parish as the proximate community in which we work out our lives and our salvation.

I hope that this little booklet is useful to you in knowing more about our parish, its people and ministries. I hope it helps you to become even more involved in the life of the Church of Saint Patrick – Cumberland, proud to be a parish of the Roman Catholic tradition.

Sincerely yours in Our Lord,

Monsignor Thomas R. Bevan 

Pastor
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Quick Information
	
	
	

	Parish Office Telephone:
	Parish Office Hours:

Monday through Friday

8:00 am to 3:00 pm
	301-777-1750

301-777-1751

	
	
	

	Mass Schedule


	Weekend Masses
	Saturday 4:00 pm

Sunday    8:30 am 

Sunday  10:30 am

	
	
	

	
	Weekday Masses
	Mon.-Thurs. 9:00 am

	
	
	

	
	Communion Services 


	Friday      9:00 am

Saturday  8:00 am

	
	
	

	
	Holy Days of Obligation
	12:00 Noon
  7:00 pm

	
	
	

	Reconciliation
	Saturdays following 4:00 pm Mass
	

	
	
	

	
	For further information see the

Ministries Contacts Page or call the Parish Office.
	


Sacraments

Baptism, First Penance, First Communion and Confirmation preparation are arranged through the Office of Religious Education.  Families who are registered in our parish are invited to enroll their children in these programs at the appropriate age.  The current norm for First Penance and First Communion is second grade.  Youth who are in ninth grade are invited to begin preparation for Confirmation, which takes place in the tenth grade.

Parishioners who intend to marry need to contact our pastor or one of the deacons to begin the process for celebrating the Sacrament of Matrimony.
Anointing of the Sick is available for any who feel the need for it by calling the parish office and requesting the Sacrament.  Twice a year we have a communal celebration of the Sacrament of Anointing of the Sick at weekend masses.  The dates are advertised in the Parish Bulletin.

Please contact the Parish Office if you have any questions about the sacraments.

Statement of Mission


We, of St. Patrick Parish, are a people committed to the Catholic faith.  We are of diverse backgrounds, living in an area that faces chronic economic stress, and are focused on the vision of Jesus Christ and His second coming.

We, as a community, share in the mission of building the Kingdom of God by:

Proclaiming the Good News,
Building a community of faith, and
Serving those who are broken in body and spirit.

Approved by the Parish Pastoral Council, November 26, 1996

Reaffirmed by the Parish Pastoral Council, October 11, 2006

A Concise History of St. Patrick Parish

1750’s Catholics from Southern Maryland began to come into the Fort Cumberland area with early English and Scotch - Irish settlers

1787 Establishment of the City of Cumberland

1789 Establishment of the Archdiocese of Baltimore

1790 Establishment of the Parish of Saint Mary – Cumberland (Saint Patrick)

1791 Building of first log church on present campus for the English Catholics

1819 First Resident Pastor – Father Felix Brosius

1836 Building of the second Church of Saint Mary on parish campus

1836 Building first rectory

1842 The coming of the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad and the Irish and German Catholics

1843 Enlargement of the church and first bell tower (bell still in use in present church)

1848 The German Catholics leave to found Ss. Peter and Paul – July 4, 1848

1848 The Irish tear down the second church and begin constructing the present Church of Saint Patrick (modeled on the Church of the Sacred Heart in Dublin)

1848 Dedication of the first Carroll Hall

1851 Dedication of the third church on present site - The Church of Saint Patrick – November 23, 1851

1851 De La Salle Christian Brothers arrive for a stay of three years

1854 Construction of the present rectory

1862 Dedication of the parish cemetery on Furnace Street

1862 The Sisters of Mercy establish Saint Edward’s Academy for girls

1866 Construction of the convent building with a wing that no longer exists for the classrooms – Building known as Saint Edward’s Academy
1882 The Brothers of Mary establish a school for boys in the original Carroll Hall 

1883 The Solemn Consecration of the Church of Saint Patrick – 
June 10, 1883

1887 Establishment of the Saint Vincent de Paul Society

1888 The Brothers of Mary leave Cumberland

1888 The Sisters of Mercy leave Cumberland

1889 The Sisters of Saint Joseph of Baden Pennsylvania arrive to teach both boys and girls

1891 Birth of future Bishop James E. Walsh of Maryknoll – April 30, 1891

1899 Establishment of the Sodality of the Blessed Virgin Mary – 
February 3, 1899

1900 Monsignor Wunder establishes Saint Mary’s Parish in South Cumberland

1901 First Carroll Hall is torn down

1903 A new Carroll Hall is constructed for the parish social center – 
June 23, 1903

1907 The De La Salle Christian Brothers return to Cumberland

1907 The Sisters of Saint Joseph leave Cumberland

1907 The School Sisters of Notre Dame come to Cumberland – 
August 19, 1907 
1911 The Daughters of Charity of Saint Vincent de Paul arrive to staff  Allegany Hospital – June 1, 1911

1912 Establishment of the Holy Name Society – April 22, 1912

1923 Construction of the new Saint Patrick’s School building – 
May 17, 1923

1923 Establishment of Catholic Girls Central High School

1924 La Salle High School moves to Carroll Hall – September 4, 1924

1950 Establishment of the Men’s Club
1967 Establishment of Bishop Walsh High School and the closing of Catholic Girl’s Central and La Salle High Schools

1973 Bishop Walsh ordains Father Patrick Fryer in the church – 
August 18, 1973

1973 Establishment of the parish council

1974 First parish Religious Education Coordinator

1976 First Permanent Deacons ordained in the parish church

1981 Establishment of Saint John Neumann School – grades K through 3 remain on Saint Patrick campus

1985 Bishop Walsh High School becomes Bishop Walsh Middle/High School

1985 Saint Patrick K to 3rd grade move to Saint John Neumann School

1980 Initiation of the restoration of the parish church with the refurbishing of the exterior

1990 Celebration of the 200th Anniversary of the establishment of the Parish 1790 - 1990

1995 Restoration of the interior of the Parish Church

1997 Establishment of a plan for the future of all of the facilities on the parish campus

1998 Establishment of the Facilities Restoration Fund

1999 Ecumenical relationship with Christ Lutheran Church – Lavale
1999 Beginning of the restoration of the school building now the Parish Center

2000 Establishment of the Craft Guild

2001 Celebration of the 150th Anniversary of the dedication of the present Church of Saint Patrick - November 23, 1851 – November 23, 2001

2001 Completion of the Parish Center Elevator

2002 Completion of the new Grotto of the Blessed Virgin Mary and the fish ponds

2003 Completion of the new sewer system

2003 Construction of the parish courtyard

2004 Establishment of the Faith Formation Committee

2004 Establishment of the Evangelization Committee

2004 Establishment of the Fund Development Board

Catholic Education
Bishop Walsh School serves the students of the Allegany County Parishes including the Church of Saint Patrick Cumberland.  If you are the parent of a student seeking admission to Bishop Walsh School, you should contact the school office at 301-724-5360.
Parish Ministries
Through the Parish ministries we offer our services to help the parish, our parishioners and the community.  A wide range of abilities, talents and interest are needed.  We encourage all of our parish members to participate and enjoy the reward of service with the ministry of their choice.

Ministries and Descriptions Follow.

Ministry:  Altar Servers/Senior Servers
Description (purpose and function): Altar servers assist the priests and deacons at mass and other liturgies. Boys and girls in grades 4-12 are eligible. 
Abilities / Interests: A desire to serve the Lord by helping the Pastor or deacons during Mass.
Commitment / Responsibilities:  Training is provided.  Altar Servers are responsible for participating at their assigned Mass.  Coverage should be arranged if an absence is anticipated.
Senior Servers:  Assist at Masses on Holy Days, funerals, and some special parish liturgies.  Senior Servers, adult parishioners, are persons who are available on weekdays and other times as needed.
Ministry:  Athletic Association

Description (purpose and function): The Athletic Association assists with fundraising activities and organization of youth sports in the parish.

Abilities / Interests: Members of the Athletic Association have an interest in supporting youth sports (especially basketball) in the parish.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  The specific volunteer activities of this organization determine the commitment and responsibilities of its members.

Additional Comments:  Any parishioner interested in helping with the youth sports program is welcome.  
Ministry:  Bereavement
Description (purpose and function): The purpose of the bereavement program is to support parishioners during their grieving process after they have experienced the death of a loved one (usually until the thirteenth month). 

Abilities / Interests: Members of this program are interested in supporting others during the grieving process.

Commitment / Responsibilities: Members send self-help mailings each month and are available for support as needed.   
Ministry:  Bulk Mail Task Force
Description (purpose and function): The Bulk Mail Task Force assists the Parish Staff in preparation of large scale bulk mailings such as the parish newsletter that is published four times a year.
Abilities / Interests: The only requirement is the ability to fold and organize mailing material. 

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Task Force members are needed for an average of 6 events each year.  
Ministry:  Catholic Regional Youth Ministry (CRYM)
Description (purpose and function):  This is a regional group whose purpose is to provide activities for high school youth to grow in their faith and to share in the larger community of Catholic peers.

Abilities / Interests:  Participation in this group requires an interest in working with teenage youth.  Participants need to commit themselves to meeting with the regional group at their monthly meetings and support the activities such as retreats, service activities, trips to diocesan and national youth events.  
Ministry:  Children’s Liturgy of the Word

Description (purpose and function): Presenters read and interpret the Sunday readings for the parish youth.  By relating the Liturgy of the Word to everyday life experiences the Children’s Liturgy helps our youth relate God’s word to their own lives.

Abilities / Interests: Facilitators are responsible adults who have a solid and current understanding of the teachings and values of the Catholic Church today, enjoy interacting with children and who are willing to share their faith with others.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Facilitators must complete a Diocesan application with possible background check, and attend a S.T.A.N.D. seminar.  Proper preparation is required for the Mass assignments.  Facilitators are responsible for finding their own substitutes if unable to attend their assigned Mass.

Additional Comments:  Currently the Children’s Liturgy of the Word is offered the second and fourth Sundays of each month during the 10:30a.m. Mass.  Participants gather in the Narthex during the Liturgy of the Word.  
Ministry:  Collection Counter

Description (purpose and function): Collection counters meet after the morning mass on Sunday mornings.  The offertory is sorted and prepared for deposit.  Three counters are needed.

Abilities / Interests: This ministry requires an aptitude for detail and handling money as well as an ability for working well with others.

Ministries Contact Information Page
Ministry
Contact Person
Phone #
Altar Servers 
Robert Foote
301-729-6653

Athletic Association
Bill Derlan
301-724-2704

Bereavement 
Georgia Martin
301-724-7244

Bulk Mail Task Force 
 Teresa Files
301-777-1750

CRYM (Regional Youth) 
Loren Mooney
301-724-0288

Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
Maureen Mathews
301-687-0172 

Collection Counter 
 Angela Hast
301-777-7813

Craft Group 
 Peg Foote
301-724-5402

Eucharistic Ministers 
 Frank Werner
301-777-1750

Evangelization Committee 
 Floyd Kaylor
301-722-2197

Faith Formation Committee 
 Janet Powell
301-724-5094

Grounds Committee 
Tom Connelley 
301-777-7557

Fund Development Board 
To Be Announced


Lectors 
Frank Werner 
301-777-1750

Music: Cantors & Choir 
Jim Burns 
301-777-1750

Loaves & Fishes 
Clara Dougherty 
301-724-0827

Ministries Contact Information Page
Ministry
Contact Person
Phone #

Ministry for the Homebound 
Ed Berry 
301-759-4368

Parish Finance Committee 
Jeff Dale 
301-729-0075

Parish Nurse Program 
Iris Halmos 
301-724-7339

Parish Pastoral Council 
Patrick McLane 
814-733-4244

Parish Publicity 
Bill Derlan 
301-724-2704

RCIA
Loren Mooney 
301-724-0288

St. Vincent DePaul Society 
Frank Werner 
301-777-1750

School of Religion
Loren Mooney 
301-724-0288

Senior Servers
Tom Connelley
301-777-7557

SPY (Saint Patrick Youth) Program 
Sue Records
301-722-6844

Ushers 
Joe Kesler 
301-722-5229

Functions Committee 
Teresa Files 
301-777-1750

Emerald Blast Dance Committee 
Teresa Files
301-777-1750
Fall Fest
Teresa Files
301-777-1750
Pancake Breakfast 
Teresa Files 
301-777-1750

Volunteer Recognition Luncheon 
 Parish Council President


Yard Sale 
Bill & Eleanor Ewing 
301-777-7922

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Counters are responsible for being present on their assigned Sunday or for making arrangements for coverage if they are unable to attend.

Additional Comments:  Assignments are made for each of the four Sundays of regular months.  When a fifth Sunday occurs, each crew takes a turn.  
Ministry:  Craft Group
Description (purpose and function):  The purpose of the Craft Group is to provide a presence and exposure for St. Patrick parish at local craft fairs.  The group also maintains a full-scale craft shop in the Parish Center.  This shop operates as an additional fundraiser for the parish.

Abilities / Interests:  Little ability is necessary; anyone who is interested can make crafts.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Members of the Craft Group typically commit three hours each Wednesday or every other Wednesday.  Members create all types of crafts which they sell at local venues, in the parish craft shop, and at parish events. 

Additional Comments:  The craft shop also sells a wide variety of clothing and miscellaneous items bearing the parish logo.   The Craft Group is always looking for additional members!
Ministry:  Eucharistic Ministers
Description/Function:  Eucharistic Ministers of Holy Communion serve our Parish community by distributing the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ during Communion at mass.  

Abilities/Interests: The desire or calling to serve our Lord through participation during Holy Communion.

Commitment/Responsibilities: Training is required.  Attention to the function and spirit of the ministry must be observed.  
Ministry:  Evangelization Committee
Description (purpose and function):  The goals of this committee are as follows:
To bring about in all Catholics such an enthusiasm for their faith that in living their faith in Jesus they freely share it with others.  To invite all people in the United States, whatever their social or cultural background, to hear the message of salvation in Jesus Christ so they may come to join us in the fullness of the Catholic faith.  

The objectives to achieve these goals are as follows: 

To make every Catholic Institution more welcoming.  To make every Catholic feel comfortable about sharing his or her faith.  To develop within families and households the capacity to share the Gospel.  To train Catholics to be evangelizers.  To use special family and parish times to invite people to faith.  To form a core of people to serve as ministers of evangelization in a special way.  To effectively invite people to our church, both on a parish and a national level.  To design programs that reach out in a particular way to those who have no church and those who seek the fullness of the faith.  To effectively welcome back those who have left the church.  To foster an appreciation of cultural diversity.  To deepen ecumenical involvement of the church.
Abilities / Interests:  Members of this committee have an interest in reaching out to those who have no faith community and to Catholics who have stopped practicing the faith.
Ministry:  Faith Formation Committee
Description (purpose and function):  Making Adult Faith Formation the center of our parish’s catechetical programming.  
The goals of this committee are as follows:
To invite and enable ongoing conversion to Jesus in Holiness of Life.  To promote and support active membership in the Christian Community.  To call and prepare adults to act as Disciples in Mission to the world.
Abilities / Interests:  Members of this committee will have a particular interest in creating opportunities for adults of Saint Patrick Parish to grow in their understanding of the Catholic faith.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  To participate in the monthly meetings of this committee, to grow in an understanding of catechesis, and to assist with events this committee plans.
Ministry:  Grounds Committee
Description (purpose and function): The grounds committee provides support and care for our parish grounds, landscaping and outdoor displays.

Abilities / Interests:  Members must enjoy working outdoors in a horticulture setting.  Knowledge of plant care or landscaping is a plus.

Responsibilities:  To maintain our Parish Grounds.  

Ministry:  Fund Development Board
Description (purpose and function):  The purpose of this board is twofold:
The short-term purpose of this board will be to maintain current sources of funding and to find sufficient new funding (e.g., fund-raisers, increased giving campaign, etc.), so that the annual budget can continue to be balanced.
The long-term purpose of this board will be to find sources of money (e.g., Legacy League, blind trust endowment fund, etc.) to preserve and maintain the parish facilities.

Abilities / Interests:  Members of the board will consist of parishioners chosen by the pastor.  Members of the board will decide on terms of service and establish procedures for replacing members who have completed their terms of service.

Responsibilities:  To develop a creative plan for short-term fundraising and long-term funding of the parish facilities.
Ministry:  Lectors
Description (purpose and function): Lectors serve the entire worship community of the parish, by proclaiming the scripture readings at parish liturgies. 
Abilities / Interests: Prospective lectors are called to be persons of prayer with good public speaking skills.
Commitment / Responsibilities:  Lectors are responsible for participating at assigned Mass times, being prepared and finding coverage for themselves if unable to attend.  
Ministry:  Music: Cantors and Choir
Description (purpose and function): Our Music Ministry supports the Liturgies, enhances worship and gives glory to God.  Through our voices and music we participate and help others participate in our Mass celebration.
Cantors

Cantors are leaders of sung prayer in our parish liturgies. Experienced singers from the choir lead psalms, hymns and the acclamations in worship.  Please contact the Choir Director or Parish Office for more information.
Abilities / Interests: Choir members should have a sense of spirituality, a good voice and musical sense.  Musicians should have average to above average ability with their instrument.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Weekly practice time and Mass attendance are needed.  

Additional Comments:  Participation in seasonal musical offerings is encouraged.  
Ministry:  Loaves and Fishes (A Ministry of Hospitality)
Description (purpose and function): The Loaves and Fishes Group provides a "meeting place and meal;" they nourish faith by providing physical and spiritual comfort to the parish family, from birth to death.

Abilities / Interests:  Members of this group are invested in helping others.  By providing and serving meals for a variety of parish functions, they extend hospitality and fellowship to the parish community.   

Commitment / Responsibilities:  The Loaves and Fishes Group is especially committed to the bereaved of the parish, and they are available on short notice to handle this commitment.  The group also helps with other parish functions, including monthly Wednesday luncheons and weekly luncheons during Lent. 

Additional Comments:  The Loaves and Fishes Group is always open to new members -- both men and women!
Ministry:  Ministry for the Homebound
Description (purpose and function):  The purpose of this ministry is to provide spiritual and supportive services for homebound members of the parish.

Abilities / Interests: Ministers to the homebound are members in good-standing of the Church of St. Patrick.  They are trained as extraordinary ministers of the Eucharist for parishioners who are unable to attend mass.  A Minister for the homebound has the means to visit a homebound parishioner, can serve as a good listener, and is willing to comfort and console the parishioners they visit.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Each minister must receive training on the theological basis for giving Holy Communion, using the "Rite of Communion in Ordinary Circumstances."  A minister to the homebound also engages in additional training in being a good listener and in helping and supporting the homebound.  Each minister assumes responsibility for at least one homebound parishioner and regularly takes Communion to that person.  Ministers of the homebound are also responsible for keeping the coordinator for the homebound informed of the status of their visits to a person's home.
Ministry:  Parish Finance Committee
Description (purpose and function): The Finance Committee prepares, submits, monitors and reviews the annual Parish budget with an eye toward allocation of resources to support the Parish pastoral mission.  The committee consults with the Parish bookkeeper regarding the financial balance and offers forecasts to the Pastor on fiscal issues.  The committee prepares and issues quarterly digest reports on income and expenses for the Pastor and publication to the Parish at large. The Finance Committee consults with the Parish Council on fiscal matters for advice and, in the matter of budgets and reports, for approval.

Abilities / Interests: There are no specific qualifications for Finance Committee membership beyond ordinary household or business finance management.  The committee functions through mature evaluation and application of good common sense.  Prerequisite are a sense of the spiritual mission of the Parish and an understanding of the guidelines offered by the Pastor and Parish Council. 

Commitment / Responsibilities:  The Finance Committee chairperson is an ex-officio non-voting member of the Parish Council and expected to attend the regular council meetings.  The Finance Committee reports directly to the Pastor and is considered part of the Parish staff.  All committee members and the chairperson are appointed by, or approved by, the Pastor.  There is no specific term of service, except as determined by the Pastor.

Additional Comments:  Finance Committee meetings are usually 7:00 p.m. at the Parish Center on the last Wednesday of every month (in months which the Parish Council or Parish Staff also have meetings.)  
Ministry:  Parish Nurse Program
Description (purpose and function): The purpose of the Parish Nurse Program is to build and strengthen the capabilities of individuals, families, and congregations to understand and care for each other in light of their faith traditions and relationship to the faith community.  

The goal of this program is to teach and encourage individuals to become active partners in the management of their own healthcare.

Abilities / Interests: Members of this program are interested in the delivery of primary, holistic care within the congregation.  They assist members in gaining and/or maintaining optimal health by serving as health educators, health counselors, or referral sources.

Commitment / Responsibilities: Members of the Parish Nurse Program are responsible for the formation of a Health Cabinet.  They also provide monthly blood pressure screenings, referrals to physicians for abnormal findings, and telephone follow-up.  The members of this program place health information in the weekly church bulletin and also provide a monthly health bulletin and health pamphlets in the narthex of the church.  Parish nurses provide individual teaching and counseling on health topics -- both physical and emotional, and make referrals as necessary.

Additional Comments:  Parish nurses perform no invasive procedures, and they may not provide any direct personal care.  Parish nurses participate in continuing education credits.
Ministry:  Parish Pastoral Council
Description (purpose and function): The purpose of the Parish Pastoral Council is to serve as a visible witness of the message and service of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It accepts responsibility with the pastor for the life and mission of the Church in the parish.  The Council acts as a representative voice of the people of God to the pastor and assists him in the administration of the parish through recommendations and active participation in the setting of broad policy directions for the parish.

The Parish Pastoral Council performs the following functions as recommendations to the pastor:

· Periodically prepare and/or review a statement of the parish's mission.

· Prepare an annual strategic plan, identifying the goals of the parish.

· Review and approve a proposed budget recommended by the Finance Committee and present to the parish a report of its financial condition.

· In consultation with the pastor, consider ways and means of increasing parish income and reducing expenditures.

· See to the maintenance and good upkeep of the parish property and undertake any improvements or enlargements deemed necessary.

Abilities / Interests: This ministry requires an interest in actively participating in the ongoing life of the parish.  Through their ability to lead, to organize, and to work cooperatively with others, Council members serve as a visible witness of the gospel within the faith community of St. Patrick.

Commitment / Responsibilities: The twelve elected members of the Parish Pastoral Council each serve three years.  All members attend a monthly Council meeting and must serve on at least one standing committee.  Parish Pastoral Council meetings are scheduled for the second Wednesday of each month.  The Council officers serve for one year and attend a monthly agenda meeting in addition to regular council meetings.
Ministry:  Parish Publicity
Description (purpose and function): Those involved with parish publicity promote activities and ministries of the Church of St. Patrick in the media, including The Cumberland Times-News, The Catholic Review, and local radio and television stations, thereby keeping parishioners and the community abreast of parish life.

Abilities / Interests: This ministry requires the ability to write accurate and succinct news releases, take photographs, and coordinate publicity with media contacts, a list of whom has been compiled by the parish office staff.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Parishioners responsible for publicity consult the weekly church bulletin, consult the pastor, and regularly contact the parish office concerning upcoming events.  They release information concerning these events to various news media for publication.

Additional Comments:  Representatives of other ministries may contact those who serve in this capacity for assistance with publicizing an event or activity.
Ministry:  Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)
Description (purpose and function):  This program is intended for adults who are interested in becoming Catholic Christians.  It consists of learning sessions for candidates using material produced by Catholic publishing companies.

Abilities / Interests:  This ministry requires an interest in sharing your faith with others and growing in your own knowledge of the Catholic faith.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  This program typically is scheduled for weekly sessions, about one and one half hours each, from early fall through the Easter season.  Adult Catholics are welcomed either as companions for those who are preparing to enter the faith or as facilitators of the weekly sessions.
Contact: Coordinator of Religious Education, Deacon Loren L. Mooney (301)724-0288.
Ministry:  Saint Vincent de Paul Society
Description (purpose and function): This ministry is a worldwide organization dedicated to providing short-term assistance for the needy.   The Saint Vincent de Paul Society helps those in need with utility bills, medical costs, housing and food.  This ministry maintains and distributes from our food pantry.

Abilities / Interests: Saint Vincent de Paul Society members want to help others with their basic needs.  The only talent required is interest in helping others.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  The society conducts the annual Thanksgiving and Christmas basket collection and distribution.  Contributions are made to the Interfaith Community Pantry and an inner city parish in Baltimore.

Additional Comments:  Time commitment is modest.
Ministry:  School of Religion
Description (purpose and function):  The School of Religion conducts classes for youth of the parish in grades Kindergarten through High School.  Its function is to provide a structured method for teaching the Catholic faith to our youth.

Abilities / Interests:  An interest and willingness to work with youth is the prime requirement for our school.  We have persons who serve as catechists and aides in each classroom.  They are provided with teaching material from Catholic publishers that guide them in the teaching process.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  The School or Religion conducts classes from September through April each year.  Grades Kindergarten through Eight meet on Monday evenings from 6:45 pm to 8:00 pm  High School classes are conducted on Sundays from 11:45 am to 1:30 pm  All volunteers in our youth activities are required to take the STAND training program for the protection of our youth designed by the Archdiocese of Baltimore and offered by the parish as needed.

Contact: Coordinator of Religious Education, Deacon Loren L. Mooney (301)724-0288.

Ministry:  SPY (Saint Patrick Youth) Program
Description (purpose and function):  SPY, an acronym for Saint Patrick Youth, is a parish-based youth ministry program for youth aged K through eighth grade.  The objective of SPY is to provide an opportunity for parish youth to come together to share faith-based activities and enjoy some wholesome fun together as a parish community.

Abilities / Interests:  This ministry requires an interest in actively participating in the ongoing life of parish youth.  Through their ability to lead, organize, and to work cooperatively with others, youth and adults serve as visible witness to the gospel within the faith community at Saint Patrick.

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Volunteer parents meet on a regular basis to schedule, organize, and lead SPY activities.  

Additional Comments:  One of the favorite SPY activities is the annual “Lock In” overnight party for middle school students.  Other activities include a trip to Lakemont Amusement Park, a Christmas caroling hayride to the Allegany County Nursing Center, a family dinner and Advent wreath making event, a Family picnic, and an Easter egg hunt.  SPY sponsors a winter Ping-Pong league and participates in the annual Chessie Challenge Substance Abuse Quiz Bowl.

SPY welcomes all parents and parish youth to become involved in the SPY program.  

Announcements regarding SPY activities and parent meetings are published in the parish bulletin and in the SPY newsletter.  

Loren Mooney, Coordinator of Religious Education, serves as the parish staff liaison for SPY.

Ministry:  Ushers
Description (purpose and function):  As ministers of hospitality, ushers help create a prayerful worship environment, and encourage each person to know that their presence is important to our community of faith. 

Parish ushers attend to a variety of logistics to assure that the mass proceeds smoothly.  

Abilities / Interests:  Parish ushers are interested in assisting during liturgical celebrations.  They are friendly, courteous representatives of the parish to all who attend mass.  Ushers are also vigilant of any unusual circumstances during mass and report these to the pastor.

Commitment / Responsibilities: Parish ushers are regularly assigned to the weekend masses and perform the following services:

· Seating parishioners at mass

· Taking up the Offertory collection

· Selecting parishioners to present the Offertory gifts to the celebrant

· Directing parishioners during Communion

· Distributing bulletins after mass

An usher who is unable to serve at his assigned mass is responsible for locating a substitute.

Additional Comments:  New ushers are always needed. High school aged parishioners are welcome.

Ministry:  Functions or Function Committees
Emerald Blast Dance Committee
Description (purpose and function): The Emerald Blast Dance, scheduled near St. Patrick's Day each year, is the annual celebration of the parish namesake.  The dance is an informal social event that replaced the traditional Emerald Ball.  Music for the dance is provided by the parish "disc jockey" and/or a local dance band.  This event is an important parish fundraising activity as well as an evening of fun and entertainment for adults of all ages.

Abilities / Interests:  Participation on this committee requires no special abilities -- just an interest in providing a first-rate social event for the parish. 

Commitment / Responsibilities: The Emerald Blast Dance is a once-a-year event that requires a very limited time commitment.  Members of the Emerald Blast Committee solicit door prizes, make arrangements for the refreshments, sell dance tickets and 50-50 raffle tickets, decorate, serve refreshments, and clean-up after the event .

Additional Comments:  This group might be particularly appropriate for a parishioner interested in volunteering but unable to commit to an ongoing parish activity.
Annual Fall Festival & Dinner

Description (purpose and function): The fall festival is an annual event, usually held in October. The festival/dinner is both a fundraising and social event for the parish, providing a delicious meal, crafts sale, baked goods sale, children’s games and raffles for all ages. 

Abilities/Interests: Any parishioner interested in organizing, preparing, or serving is welcome. 

Commitment /Responsibilities: Those who help with this event order food, set-up the social hall, sell tickets at the door, prepare food, monitor service in the dining room during the dinner, monitor children’s games, sell baked goods and crafts, and clean-up after the festival. You can choose which part you would most enjoy helping with. This event might be of particular interest to parishioners who want to help with a one-time event. 

Pancake Breakfast
Description (purpose and function):  The pancake breakfast is an annual event held in March as part of our St. Patrick's Day celebration.  The breakfast is both a fundraising and social event for the parish, providing a delicious meal to be shared by parishioners and the community at large.

Abilities / Interests:  Any parishioner interested in organizing, preparing, or serving is welcome.  (The ability to cook is always appreciated but not required!) 

Commitment / Responsibilities:  Those who help with this event order food, set-up the social hall, sell tickets at the door, prepare the food, monitor service during the breakfast, and clean-up following the breakfast. This activity might be of particular interest to parishioners who want to help with a one-time event.

Additional Comments:  This event is scheduled in conjunction with the parish Emerald Blast Dance one Sunday in March from 9:00 a.m. to noon.  The breakfast consists of juice, pancakes, sausage, and beverages.
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon
Description (purpose and function): The purpose of the Volunteer Recognition Luncheon is to acknowledge and thank those parishioners who have contributed ten or more hours of service or ministry to the parish throughout the year.  The luncheon is a June picnic held in the parish courtyard.

Abilities / Interests:  Helping with this activity requires no special ability.  (Being able to cook a hot dog or hamburger on a barbecue grill makes one especially qualified to join this group!)
Commitment / Responsibilities: The Volunteer Recognition Luncheon is a once-a-year event that requires a very limited time commitment. Those helping with this activity make arrangements for the refreshments, set up the courtyard, prepare the food, serve the luncheon, and clean-up the courtyard after the luncheon.

Additional Comments:  This group might be particularly appropriate for a parishioner interested in volunteering but unable to commit to an ongoing parish activity.
Yard Sale
Description (purpose and function):  The parish yard sale is an annual fundraising event held in September.  Parishioners donate sellable merchandise (no clothing), which is sorted and priced for resale to the community at large.

Abilities / Interests:  Organizational ability is helpful but not required. 

Commitment / Responsibilities: The yard sale is a once-a-year event typically scheduled on a Saturday morning from 8:00 a.m. to noon.  Prior to the sale workers organize, price, and display items for resale.  During the sale, workers monitor sales, collect money, and submit all money to the parish office.  This activity might be of particular interest to parishioners who want to help with a one-time event.
Additional Comments:  Price negotiators and bargain hunters are especially welcome!
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