Ian Wilkinson (1921) - NM Shane Matthews (2336) [B43]
National Ch, NMLS, Jamaica (7), 10.09.2006
[By Ian Wilkinson, edited by Noschessdamus]
AHHH....FINALLY! This was round 7 of the national championships and I was determined to put up a good showing after snatching defeat from the jaws of victory in earlier rounds, and a fiasco of an outing in yesterday's 6th round against the defending champion, FM Warren Elliott, when I self-destruct early in the middle game after a promising opening.  more
My opponent was the record 7-time national champion, Shane "the magician" Matthews, who was unbeaten hitherto. His dominance including back-to-back victories over Elliott and the leader NM Duane Rowe in the two previous rounds. 
It was clearly another David-Goliath match-up with Shane in second position near the top of the leader board and yours truly firmly rooted at the bottom. I had prepared a "poisonous variation" for Shane's Sicilian and was hoping that, unlike WFM Deborah Richards in round 3, he would not duck the challenge and avoid playing the Sicilian, especially as I had defeated him with the Sozin variation in the Lasco Chess League when we met earlier in the year. 
I arrived at the board with nine minutes gone off my clock with the chief arbiter, NM Robert Wheeler doing his job efficiently. It was game in 90 minutes with an increment of 30 seconds per move from move one. En garde! 
1.e4 c5 Shane also arrived late and with 69 minutes on his clock played Fischer's and Kasparov's favourite response to the king's pawn advance. True to his spirit Jamaica's famous player was up to the fight! 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 4.Nxd4 a6 5.Be3 Nf6 6.Nc3 Qc7 7.Qe2!? 
I decided to change up the move order to throw Shane off any possible "home cuisine". The Sozin was "parked" for future outings. The text-move, looked "ugly as hell" (as Russian Super-GM Peter Svidler would say!) as it blocked in the Bf1. In reality, it was a "waiting" move as I was still hoping to play a variation (I had prepared in depth) against Shane depending on the next couple of moves. Also, the move gave me the option of castling long if I wanted to do so. Finally, I did not want to play 7.Qd2 as that would have invited a possible 7...Ng4 or 7...Bb4!, the latter being especially strong. 
7...b5 8.a3 Bb7 9.f3 Bd6!?  
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Black has opened solidly in this Sicilian Kan. [The thematic 9...d5!? came in for serious attention.] 10.000!? An audacious decision.. .tempting my opponent who spots tactical ripostes well. My second choice was 10.Qd2 still with the idea of castling "into it". [I also thought of 10.g3!? but Black gets good play, and arguably, has the initiative after 10...Nc6 11.Bg2 Ne5 12.00 Bc5!]
10...Bxa3?! The bait worked! Of course, this capture by Black would not have been possible had the white queen been on d2. Although this temporary sacrifice looks attractive, it is really dubious, and its success is predicated upon the first player blundering. 11.Ndxb5! Played by me almost immediately. [Palpably not 11.bxa3? when Black has the clear advantage after 11...Qxc3] 
11...Bxb2+ [For Black, Fritz seems to prefer the variation - 11...axb5 first and then after 12.Nxb5 Qc8!? 13.Nxa3 d5!? with Black a pawn down but having some compensation with prospects of counterplay on the queenside.(13...00!? merited some consideration.) ] 12.Kxb2 axb5 13.Nxb5 
Although White's queenside has been shorn of a couple of pawns, it is not easy to have access to the white king. I was also happy to have the two bishops especially as I was ahead in development. 13...Qa5 The only move. If [13...Qc6? 14.Rd6! Qc8 15.e5!+- winning. For example, 15...Nd5 16.Rxd5! 00 (16...exd5?? loses the queen to 17.Nd6++-) 17.Rc5+-] 14.Bc5! 
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This "multi-purpose" natural-looking move cost me 17 minutes off the clock, particularly as I double-checked variations to ensure that my king could safely evade any mating threats. Further, it was the only way to press home White's fledgling initiative. It was also crucial in preventing any counterplay by Black as (a) it prevented Black from castling; (b) continued to keep the Rh8 out of the game; (c) vacated e3 thereby providing additional real estate over which my king might have to travel on a possible flight to the kingside, and (d) (probably more importantly) guarded b4 and ruled out any ambitious thought Black might have had of delivering mate. 
14...Ba6? I felt that this incautious move was bad immediately. [If the "magician" had played the correct 14...Qa2+ I had planned to "run" with A) 15.Kc3 requires some nerves although White still seems alright in the variation - 15...Ba6 16.Qc4! Qa5+ 17.Bb4! Bxb5 18.Qc8+! (White is running unnecessary risks after 18.Qxb5!? Qc7+! 19.Bc4 Nc6 20.Bd6 Qd8 21.Ra1 Rc8) 18...Qd8 19.Qxd8+ Kxd8 20.Bxb5± and although material is equal, White has the advantage with the two bishops and better placed pieces.; B) 15.Kc1 15...Qa1+ 16.Kd2 Qa5+ 17.c3± when White preserves his advantage. In fact before making my 14th move, I had considered at least one possible variation where my king would end up on the g1 square! A possible continuation of the variation is - 17...Ba6 18.Nd6+ Kf8 19.Qe3 Kg8 20.Ke1 Bxf1 21.Kxf1 Na6 22.Bd4 e5 23.Bb6 Qa2 24.Qd3 h5 25.h3 h4 26.Kg1 Nh5 27.Kh2 Nf4 28.Qd2 Qb3 29.Be3 with White still cradling a sizeable advantage.] 
15.Nd6+! Onward christian soldiers! Correct and very strong. This steed was now a monster its tentacles reaching all over the world and not only proving the strength of a knight on the 6th rank (at least as equal as a rook!) but also the power of a centralized horse! 
15...Kd8?? The decisive mistake. Black had to take his chances with a possible discovered check with [15...Kf8 but this move is psychologically very difficult for a human player to make. In the event of such a bold venture, White can continue with 16.Qf2!ƒ (or 16.Qe3!?) with the initiative still safely within his grasp. (16.Nb7+?! , seeking to exploit the discovered check immediately, is not worth pursuing because of 16...Qxc5! 17.Nxc5 Bxe2 18.Bxe2 Ke7 when the pot of gold is still up for grabs.). Additionally, if 15...Ke7 16.Qf2!+- is winning.] 
16.Qe3! Storm clouds are gathering as White takes aim at Black's queen marooned on a5! [Grabbing the pawn was also winning but not as strong as the text-move as shown in the line - 16.Nxf7+ Ke8 (16...Kc8 17.Qe3+-) 17.Nd6+ Kf8! 18.Qf2!+-] 16...Kc7 Shane nullifies the Bb6 threat immediately giving credence to the maxim that the threat is greater than the execution. Black, however, now loses her majesty. 
Interestingly, while I was pondering my next move the leader of the tournament NM Duane Rowe, who lost a thriller to Shane in yesterday's sixth round, came to my board with a number of persons including former Jamaica Chess Federation president, Frederick Cameron, and candidate master, Daren Wisdom, and then (Rowe) went outside and let out a mighty yelp!; probably rejoicing in the fact that I was winning- as a victory by Shane would put the "magician" in the lead. [By the way, moving the regal lady with, for example, 16...Qa4 still loses. One possible line is 17.Ra1 Qc6 18.Nxf7+ Ke8 19.Nxh8+- when mopping up operations have commenced.] 
17.Ra1! [Interesting and also winning, but probably not as strong as the text-move was 17.Bb5! and in one possible variation - 17...Nc6 (17...Bxb5 18.Ra1!+-) 18.Ra1 Rhb8 19.Rxa5 Nxa5 20.Ba7+-. I also quickly considered 17.Bxa6? but this lets Black off the hook after 17...Nxa6 18.Bd4 Rhb8+ 19.Kc1 Nb4! when the second player springs to life.] 
17...Qxa1+ 18.Kxa1 Bxf1+ 19.Kb2 Na6 Shane could not retreat the bishop as this would have led to a quick mate after [19...Ba6?? 20.Bb6+ Kxd6 (20...Kc6 21.Qc5#) 21.Qc5#] 20.Rxf1 
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After the smoke had cleared White has a queen against Black's rook and the fat lady is clearing her throat to sing to high heaven. 20...Rhb8+ 21.Kc3 Kc6 22.Ba3 Rb6 23.Nxf7 I actually thought of 23.Kd2 here which the silicon monster indicates was very strong. 23...Nc7 [Probably the best bet was 23...d5 when White should respond 24.Kd2! avoiding possible tricks and a swindle.] 24.Qc5+ Kb7 25.Nd6+ Rxd6 26.Rb1+! 
Diagram #
With roughly 20 minutes left for each player my worthy adversary stopped the clock giving me my first victory in a national championships. In the final position, after 26... Kc8 27. Qxd6 pockets the exchange and eventually White will get the title to all the assets. Of course, weaker than the text-move was 26.Qxd6? when Black has renewed hope with 26...Nb5+ 27.Kb3 Nxd6 28.Bxd6 as although White is a pawn to the good his task is much harder to reel in the full point.  1 - 0
