Pharmaceutical industry beamline set at SPring-8

An experimental facility utilizing synchrotron radiation for the development of new drugs has been completed at SPring-8, the world's largest third-generation synchrotron radiation facility, located in Harima Science Garden City , Hyogo Prefecture. It was built by the Pharmaceutical Consortium for Protein Structure Analysis, made up of 22 major pharmaceutical companies affiliated with the Japan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (JPMA). The facility, known as beamline, will start full-scale operations in the autumn to help pharmaceutical companies conduct research into the development of new drugs through protein structure analysis.
JPMA chose SPring-8, which has one of the best synchrotrons in the world, as the site of the beamline, because structural analysis of protein and protein compounds will serve as the key technology for the development of next-generation drugs led by genome, and because the X-ray is the most effective means of analyzing protein's structure. 
JPMA established the Pharmaceutical Consortium for Protein Structure Analysis in June 2001 and started the building of the beamline in July after the project was approved by the Japan Synchrotron Radiation Research Institute (JASRI), which operates SPring-8. JPMA invested nearly 500 million yen in the project.
Structural analysis of proteins is expected to lead to the development of highly active new drugs with few side effects. At the same, the synchrotron possessed by SPring-8 is expected to enhance resolution even with a small amount of samples.
JPMA hopes that with their own beamline on hand, Japanese pharmaceutical companies will play epoch-making global roles in the post-genome sequence era. 
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Links:

SPring-8
http://www.spring8.or.jp/ENGLISH/

Japan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association (JPMA)

http://www.jpma.or.jp/12english/
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Pharma Town (The Journal, Mai 2002)

http://203.216.53.99/lib/docs/pharma52002.pdf

