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his hum
vee") w

as quoted as saying, "W
e liberated Iraq.  N

ow
 the people here

don't w
ant us here, and guess w

hat?  W
e don't w

ant to be here either!  So w
hy

are w
e still here?  W

hy don't they bring us hom
e?" A

nother soldier w
as

quoted as w
riting in an e-m

ail, "W
e have been told tw

ice that w
e w

ere going
hom

e and tw
ice w

e have been ordered to stay in Iraq.  O
ur m

orale is not high
or low

.  It is non-existent."
Such dissent brought a quick rebuke from

 the W
hite H

ouse. D
ivision officers

on the ground w
ere given strict orders to silence the troops; som

e found their
careers threatened. G

eneral John A
bizaid starkly announced, "N

one of us
that w

ear this uniform
 are free to say anything disparaging about the

secretary of defence or the president of the U
nited States."

B
ut the troops on the ground retain their ability to think. The current crisis in

Iraq has revealed that recruiting w
orking class youth into the arm

ed forces
w

ith the lure of econom
ic advancem

ent, essentially an "econom
ic" draft of

the m
ost disadvantaged m

em
bers of the w

orking class, rather than a society-
w

ide draft, still does not produce a m
ilitary ready to fight extensively and

w
ith great suffering for the advancem

ent of an em
pire. This developing

schism
 can be nurtured not only by continued education and agitation am

ong
m

ilitary personnel, but also w
ork am

ong those w
orking class youth w

ho are
still civilians and m

ay yet find them
selves recruited to becom

e the
replacem

ent troops for the w
ar-w

eary still in Iraq.
A

s these w
ords are being w

ritten, the Third Infantry D
ivision has taken the

148th adm
itted com

bat fatality of the current w
ar as a young soldier w

as
blow

n from
 his hum

vee by a land m
ine. The U

.S. press has noted his death
as the fatality w

hich m
arks the 2003 w

ar as m
ore fatal to U

.S. soldiers than
the 1991 w

ar against Iraq.  H
is fellow

 soldiers m
ay see a deeper m

eaning.

M
atthew

 R
inaldi

July, 2003  
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w
ithout being im

peded by left resistance.  The role of the m
ilitary in class

society is of crucial im
portance to the revolutionary m

ovem
ent, as w

as
tragically dem

onstrated by the C
hilean coup, yet there has been precious

little attention given to developing the theory and practice of m
ilitary

organizing.  
C

onsequently, the experience of organizing in the U
. S. arm

ed
forces during the V

ietnam
 W

ar w
as fairly unique.  It represented an attem

pt
to radicalize the w

orking class in uniform
 w

hile it w
as subjected to particular

pressures, in a period w
hen the w

orking class in civilian life w
as relatively

dorm
ant.  G

iven this situation, it w
as not realistic to conceive of this

organizing as an attem
pt to w

in arm
ed contingents for the left.  R

ather, the
goals w

ere tw
o-fold: first, to incapacitate as m

uch as possible the ability of
the U

.S. m
ilitary to carry out its intervention in the V

ietnam
ese revolution;

and second, to stim
ulate struggle and m

ilitancy in a generation of w
orking

class youth.  
Som

e success w
as achieved in both goals.  The disintegration of the

ground forces in V
ietnam

 w
as a m

ajor factor in causing U
. S. w

ithdraw
al.  A

com
plexity of factors caused this disintegration, ranging from

 the upsurges
in civilian society to the im

pact of the V
ietnam

ese revolution, and m
uch of

the breakdow
n in m

orale and fighting capacity developed spontaneously.
N

evertheless, the conscious organizing of radicals both in service and out
helped play a catalytic role in this disintegration.  The long term

 effects of
this organizing are still to be determ

ined.  The veterans m
ovem

ent, and the
political developm

ent of V
ietnam

 Vets A
gainst the W

ar, certainly illustrate
that a durable change of consciousness occurred am

ong thousands of G
Is.  A

t
the very least, the m

ilitary tradition in the U
. S. w

orking class suffered a
m

ajor setback.  M
ore significantly, m

illions of w
orking class youth w

ho
w

ent through the w
ar years have now

 returned to civilian jobs and life
situations.  To w

hat degree the m
ilitancy and consciousness w

hich w
as

created during this period w
ill be carried on to the civilian class struggle can

only be determ
ined in the years ahead.

Postscript

The U
.S. A

rm
ed Forces suffered a servere setback in V

ietnam
. The

rebuilding efforts after 1975 follow
ed the thinking discussed in O

live D
rab

R
ebels: create an "all-volunteer" arm

y based on pay hikes, college tuition in
exchange for subsequent m

ilitary enrolm
ent and prom

ises of high quality

41
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com
m

odified beings w
ho no longer can and no longer w

ant to exist as
com

m
odities and w

hose revolt explodes capitalist logic. B
arricades and

m
achine guns flow

 from
 this 'w

eapon'." (2)
The question of the w

ay that w
ider contem

porary events related to
revolt w

ithin the arm
y is also not adequately considered.  Its som

ew
hat

curious that the author regards it as a period w
hen "the w

orking class in
civilian life w

as relatively dorm
ant".  That m

ay have been true in the early
years of the w

ar w
hen the m

ajor unions such as the A
FL-C

IO
 w

ere able to
m

aintain their dom
inant position in controlling the sale of labour pow

er and
social unrest w

as just beginning to stir, but by the end of the 1960s w
ildcat

strikes, w
orkplace sabotage, rioting and other form

s of proletarian resistance
w

hich largely existed beyond the control of social dem
ocratic m

ediators and
the left w

ere w
idespread.  A

s w
ith som

e aspects of the anti-w
ar m

ovem
ent

they are often forgotten about in historical accounts.  
The extent to w

hich both w
arfare and the w

orld in general has
changed in the years since 'The O

live D
rab R

ebels' w
as w

ritten raises the
question of its relevance to the present situation.  D

ow
nsizing and

m
echanisation to m

inim
ise reliance on a m

ass of potentially troublesom
e

hum
an beings has occurred on a m

assive scale both in the m
ilitary and

industry in general, coupled w
ith the defeat and reversal of the social surge

of the 1960s and '70s w
hich had contributed to the scale and sustained nature

of the anti-w
ar m

ovem
ent.  The change from

 conscription to volunteer based
arm

ies in alm
ost all advanced capitalist states has often been touted as

guaranteeing loyalty, but in fact does not necessarily m
ean that soldiers w

ill
alw

ays be w
illing to die pointlessly, as R

inaldi points out - "There is a
com

m
on m

isconception that it w
as draftees w

ho w
ere the m

ost disaffected
elem

ents in the m
ilitary.  In fact, it w

as often enlistees w
ho w

ere m
ost likely

to engage in open rebellion."  
O

ne of the m
ost obvious effects of the w

ar for the U
.S. has been its

deep reluctance to com
m

it large num
bers of troops to any one place for

prolonged periods.  A
lthough it has m

ilitary bases in around sixty countries
(and 'advisors' etc. in m

any m
ore) troops are rotated through these fairly

rapidly and are not present in huge num
bers.  The general em

phasis is on
'low

 intensity operations' - or in plain English the use of A
m

erican special
forces alongside local regular or param

ilitary forces w
ho are able to carry out

savage repression against civilian populations w
ithout the U

S appearing to
be directly responsible.  Prim

e exam
ples include C

olum
bia (through the

supposed aid package 'Plan C
olum

bia') and the Philippines and to a lesser
extent A

fghanistan; the num
ber and scope of these conflicts is likely to

increase as the 'W
ar on Terror' legitim

ises all states' attacks on their ow
n

6

T
he M

odern VolunteerA
rm

y

The signing of the V
ietnam

 Peace A
ccords in January of 1973

m
arked the form

al end of over a decade of U
. S. m

ilitary involvem
ent.

W
hile the w

ar itself still lingered on, and renew
ed U

. S. involvem
ent

rem
ained a problem

atic possibility, the accords did signal the beginning of a
new

 era.  G
round troops w

ere gone from
 Indochina, the bom

bing w
as ended,

and G
Is found them

selves to be peacetim
e soldiers.  C

oupled w
ith the end of

the draft, these changes m
arked an opportunity for the arm

ed services to
rebuild them

selves.  
There are tw

o prim
ary elem

ents to this current reconstruction.
First, the A

rm
y and ground forces in general are being de-em

phasized.
Instead, there is an increased focus on m

echanized w
arfare and the pow

er of
the N

avy and A
ir Force.  The advantage of these services is high m

obility,
trem

endous striking pow
er, and reliance on a sm

aller num
ber of m

en.  The
second elem

ent is the transform
ation of the A

rm
y into a force com

posed of
econom

ically m
otivated volunteers.  The belief is that m

ilitary pay hikes,
com

ing in period of rising unem
ploym

ent and general econom
ic instability,

w
ill m

otivate w
orking class youth to enlist in larger num

bers.  
To som

e degree this effort has succeeded.  The m
ilitary has spent

m
illions of dollars on advertising, greatly enlarged its corps of recruiters, and

m
anaged to com

e close to m
eeting its recruitm

ent quotas.  The A
ir Force and

N
avy have had no problem

s, the num
ber of w

om
en enlisting has increased

by 50%
, and a significant num

ber of m
en have enlisted for the A

rm
y and the

M
arines.  B

ut there has been one glaring failure.  They can’t find enough
m

en to enlist for C
om

bat A
rm

s, the very heart of the A
rm

y.  In fiscal year
1973 only 34,000 m

en, 57%
 of their stated goal, enlisted for the infantry,

despite a $2,500 bonus for a four year C
om

bat A
rm

s enlistm
ent.  In order to

increase these enlistm
ents they low

ered the educational requirem
ents, but in

the first m
onths of fiscal year 1974 the percentage of black enlistees rose to

31%
, and given the continuing specter of black rebelliousness, that scares

them
.  In a new

 effort to deal w
ith the shortage of com

bat troops the A
rm

y
announced in February of 1974 that it w

as creating a new
 com

bat division
by shifting m

en from
 headquarters and support jobs.  So m

uch for unit of
choice enlistm

ent!  
It is im

portant to stress that an econom
ically m

otivated enlistee is
not necessarily a gung-ho soldier.  R

ecruiters still spin tales of an unreal
w

orld in order to m
eet their ow

n enlistm
ent quotas, and G

Is are still finding
that the m

ilitary is not w
hat they had been led to expect.  The indicators for

m
orale and discipline used by the A

rm
y are show

ing that discontent is high
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tio
ns

, 
te

nd
ed

 t
o 

gr
ea

tly
ha

m
pe

r t
he

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t o
f a

 la
rg

e 
m

ov
em

en
t o

f d
ep

en
de

nt
s. 

 
Fo

r t
he

 m
ili

ta
ry

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s, 

th
is

 p
er

io
d 

w
as

 o
ne

 o
f c

au
tio

us
 re

tre
at

.
Th

e 
se

rv
ic

es
 w

er
e 

in
 a

 st
at

e 
of

 d
is

ar
ra

y,
 m

an
y 

ca
re

er
 o

ffi
ce

rs
 w

er
e 

le
av

in
g 

in
di

sg
us

t, 
an

d 
th

e 
br

as
s w

an
te

d 
to

 e
xt

ric
at

e 
th

em
se

lv
es

 fr
om

 th
e 

m
es

s a
s e

as
ily

as
 p

os
si

bl
e.

 T
he

 r
ep

re
ss

iv
e 

ap
pa

ra
tu

s 
w

as
 g

ea
re

d 
do

w
n,

 a
nd

 th
e 

po
lic

y 
of

ea
rly

 o
ut

s 
an

d 
di

sc
ha

rg
es

 f
or

 N
am

 v
et

s 
an

d 
po

lit
ic

al
 d

is
si

de
nt

s 
be

ca
m

e
w

id
es

pr
ea

d.
  

Ev
en

 i
n 

th
e 

N
av

y,
 w

hi
ch

 w
as

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
in

g 
he

ig
ht

en
ed

re
si

st
an

ce
, t

he
 b

ra
ss

 c
ho

se
 m

od
er

at
io

n 
an

d 
co

nc
ili

at
io

n.
  

Th
e 

m
aj

or
 re

sp
on

se
 w

as
 a

 c
on

ce
nt

ra
tio

n 
on

 th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t o

f a
n

al
l-v

ol
un

te
er

 s
er

vi
ce

.  
Th

ou
gh

 th
e 

w
ar

 w
as

 s
til

l o
n 

an
d 

th
e 

dr
af

t w
as

 s
til

l
fu

nc
tio

ni
ng

, 
th

e 
m

ili
ta

ry
 e

xp
er

im
en

te
d 

in
 t

hi
s 

pe
rio

d 
w

ith
 a

 n
um

be
r 

of
pr

og
ra

m
s w

hi
ch

 it
 h

op
ed

 w
ou

ld
 c

oo
l o

ut
 st

at
es

id
e 

ba
se

s a
nd

 p
ro

vi
de

 a
 m

od
el

fo
r 

th
e 

ne
w

 v
ol

un
te

er
 a

rm
y 

(V
O

LA
R

). 
 T

he
se

 i
nc

lu
de

d 
ra

ce
 r

el
at

io
ns

co
un

ci
ls

, 
so

m
e 

lo
os

en
in

g 
of

 b
ar

ra
ck

s 
re

gu
la

tio
ns

, 
an

d 
at

 s
om

e 
fo

rts
 t

he
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
of

 e
rs

at
z 

co
ffe

eh
ou

se
s 

on
 b

as
e,

 c
om

pl
et

e 
w

ith
 b

la
ck

 l
ig

ht
po

st
er

s 
an

d 
pe

ac
e 

si
gn

s. 
 (T

he
 o

ne
 a

t F
or

t C
ar

so
n 

w
as

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

ly
 c

al
le

d
Th

e 
In

sc
ap

e.
) 

 T
he

se
 e

ar
ly

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
of

te
n 

le
d 

to
 d

is
as

te
r 

fo
r 

th
e 

br
as

s.
M

ili
ta

nt
 b

la
ck

 G
Is

 o
fte

n 
di

sr
up

te
d 

th
e 

pl
ac

id
 ra

ce
 re

la
tio

ns
 c

ou
nc

ils
, a

nd
 a

n
ea

rly
 V

O
LA

R
 ro

ck
 c

on
ce

rt 
at

 F
or

t O
rd

 tu
rn

ed
 in

to
 a

 b
at

tle
 b

et
w

ee
n 

G
Is

 a
nd

M
Ps

.  
B

ut
 t

he
se

 e
ar

ly
 p

ro
gr

am
s 

w
er

e 
on

ly
 t

he
 s

ke
tc

hy
 b

eg
in

ni
ng

s 
of

 t
he

V
O

LA
R

 e
ffo

rt.
  

A
s 

th
e 

m
ili

ta
ry

 g
ra

du
al

ly
 w

ith
dr

ew
 f

ro
m

 t
he

 w
ar

 i
n

In
do

ch
in

a,
 th

e 
pl

an
s 

fo
r a

 fu
nd

am
en

ta
l c

ha
ng

e 
in

 th
e 

se
rv

ic
es

 w
er

e 
pu

t i
nt

o
fu

ll 
op

er
at

io
n.
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po
pu

la
tio

ns
. 

Th
e 

in
va

si
on

 a
nd

 o
cc

up
at

io
n 

of
 I

ra
q 

by
 s

ev
er

al
 h

un
dr

ed
 th

ou
sa

nd
tro

op
s w

ith
 it

s r
is

ks
 o

f m
as

s c
as

ua
lti

es
 a

nd
 b

ec
om

in
g 

su
ck

ed
 in

to
 a

 lo
ng

-te
rm

co
nf

lic
t, 

br
ea

ks
 t

he
 r

ec
en

t 
pa

tte
rn

 o
f 

re
lia

nc
e 

on
 b

om
bi

ng
 v

ic
tim

s 
in

to
su

bm
is

si
on

 ra
th

er
 th

an
 fi

gh
tin

g 
on

 th
e 

gr
ou

nd
.  

It 
se

em
s s

om
ew

ha
t i

ro
ni

c 
th

at
th

e 
ev

en
ts

 o
f S

ep
te

m
be

r 1
1t

h 
m

ad
e 

m
ar

ty
rd

om
 in

 d
ef

en
ce

 o
f t

he
 'A

m
er

ic
an

W
ay

' p
ol

iti
ca

lly
 a

cc
ep

ta
bl

e 
- t

he
 B

rit
is

h 
w

er
en

't,
 in

 g
en

er
al

, s
o 

ea
ge

r d
es

pi
te

B
la

ir'
s 

in
si

st
en

ce
 o

n 
th

e 
ne

ce
ss

ity
 o

f a
 “

bl
oo

d 
pr

ic
e”

 fo
r t

he
 c

on
tin

ua
tio

n 
of

th
e 

'sp
ec

ia
l r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p'

 - 
no

t o
ne

 th
at

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
pa

id
 b

y 
hi

m
 o

r h
is

 fr
ie

nd
s

an
d 

fa
m

ily
.  

Th
e 

re
la

tiv
el

y 
ea

sy
 i

ni
tia

l 
vi

ct
or

y 
ha

s 
co

nv
in

ce
d 

so
m

e 
th

at
A

m
er

ic
a's

 m
ili

ta
ry

 p
ow

er
 is

 n
ow

 u
ns

to
pp

ab
le

.  
Th

e 
fa

ct
s 

bo
th

 h
is

to
ric

al
 a

nd
co

nt
em

po
ra

ry
 s

ug
ge

st
 o

th
er

w
is

e.
  

G
lo

ba
l 

op
po

si
tio

n 
to

 t
he

 w
ar

 w
as

 o
n 

a
sc

al
e 

un
se

en
 in

 r
ec

en
t t

im
es

 e
ve

n 
th

ou
gh

 s
om

e 
of

 it
 w

as
 th

e 
re

su
lt 

of
 th

e
po

lit
ic

al
ly

 e
xp

ed
ie

nt
 s

up
po

rt 
of

 s
om

e 
se

ct
or

s 
of

 th
e 

ru
lin

g 
cl

as
s. 

 T
he

 o
pe

n
su

pp
or

t o
f s

om
e 

se
ct

io
ns

 o
f t

he
 m

as
s m

ed
ia

 fo
r a

nt
i-w

ar
 p

ro
te

st
s w

as
 in

 p
ar

t
an

 e
xp

re
ss

io
n 

of
 th

e 
di

vi
si

on
s 

th
at

 th
e 

w
ar

 p
ro

vo
ke

d 
am

on
gs

t t
he

ir 
m

as
te

rs
.

Th
e 

op
po

si
tio

n 
of

 st
at

es
 su

ch
 a

s F
ra

nc
e 

an
d 

G
er

m
an

y 
w

hi
ch

 e
lic

ite
d 

a 
ce

rta
in

am
ou

nt
 o

f 
pr

ai
se

 w
as

 m
or

e 
th

e 
re

su
lt 

of
 f

ea
rs

 a
bo

ut
 b

ei
ng

 s
id

el
in

ed
 i

n
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l p

ol
iti

cs
 a

nd
 b

ei
ng

 c
ut

 o
ut

 th
e 

pl
un

de
r o

f I
ra

q'
s 

re
so

ur
ce

s 
ra

th
er

th
an

 c
on

ce
rn

 f
or

 t
he

 w
el

l-b
ei

ng
 o

f 
th

e 
Ir

aq
i 

po
pu

la
tio

n.
 I

n 
th

e 
an

ti-
w

ar
m

ov
em

en
t 

th
er

e 
w

er
e 

ju
st

 a
s 

m
an

y 
co

nf
lic

tin
g 

in
te

re
st

s 
an

d 
po

si
tio

ns
re

su
lti

ng
 in

 a
bs

ur
di

tie
s 

w
hi

ch
 ra

ng
ed

 fr
om

 th
os

e 
em

ph
as

is
in

g 
th

e 
'il

le
ga

lit
y'

of
 t

he
 i

nv
as

io
n,

 t
o 

M
s 

D
yn

am
ite

's 
as

in
in

e 
pl

ea
 a

t 
th

e 
m

ill
io

n-
pl

us
 s

tro
ng

de
m

on
st

ra
tio

n 
in

 L
on

do
n 

on
 1

5t
h 

Fe
br

ua
ry

 2
00

3 
fo

r e
ve

ry
bo

dy
 to

 ju
st

 lo
ve

ea
ch

 o
th

er
.  

Th
e 

m
as

si
ve

 u
np

op
ul

ar
ity

 (f
or

 w
ha

te
ve

r r
ea

so
n)

 o
f t

he
ir 

m
is

si
on

ca
n'

t 
ha

ve
 g

on
e 

un
no

tic
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

tro
op

s 
on

 t
he

 g
ro

un
d 

bu
t 

th
e 

ex
te

nt
 o

f
di

ss
at

is
fa

ct
io

n 
re

m
ai

ns
 a

n 
un

kn
ow

n 
qu

an
tit

y 
at

 p
re

se
nt

 d
ue

 t
o 

th
e 

tig
ht

co
nt

ro
l o

ve
r 

an
 a

lre
ad

y 
lo

ya
l p

re
ss

.  
A

t l
ea

st
 o

ne
 'f

ra
gg

in
g'

 (
3)

 o
cc

ur
re

d 
in

K
uw

ai
t 

be
fo

re
 t

he
 f

ig
ht

in
g 

ha
d 

ev
en

 b
eg

un
, 

w
hi

ch
 w

as
 p

ut
 d

ow
n 

to
 a

n
'u

ns
ta

bl
e'

 i
nd

iv
id

ua
l 

ra
th

er
 t

ha
n 

an
 e

xp
re

ss
io

n 
of

 m
or

e 
ge

ne
ra

lis
ed

di
ss

at
is

fa
ct

io
n.

A
t t

he
 ti

m
e 

of
 w

rit
in

g 
it 

lo
ok

s 
lik

e 
th

e 
U

S 
w

ill
 h

av
e 

to
 d

o 
ex

ac
tly

w
ha

t i
t h

as
 tr

ie
d 

to
 a

vo
id

 s
in

ce
 V

ie
tn

am
 a

nd
 k

ee
p 

a 
ve

ry
 la

rg
e 

pr
es

en
ce

 in
Ir

aq
 fo

r a
n 

in
de

fin
ite

 p
er

io
d 

if 
it 

w
an

ts
 to

 e
ns

ur
e 

a 
st

ea
dy

 fl
ow

 o
f o

il 
ou

t, 
U

S
co

m
pa

ny
 c

on
tra

ct
s 

in
 a

nd
 k

ee
p 

th
e 

Is
la

m
is

ts
 o

ut
 o

f 
po

w
er

. 
H

un
dr

ed
s 

of
m

ill
io

ns
 o

f d
ol

la
rs

 o
f r

ec
on

st
ru

ct
io

n 
co

nt
ra

ct
s h

av
e 

al
re

ad
y 

be
en

 h
an

de
d 

ou
t

to
 c

or
po

ra
tio

ns
 s

uc
h 

as
 H

al
ib

ur
to

n 
w

hi
ch

 a
re

 in
tim

at
el

y 
lin

ke
d 

to
 th

e 
B

us
h

ad
m

in
is

tra
tio

n;
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 t
o 

so
m

e 
re

po
rts

 b
id

di
ng

 c
om

m
en

ce
d 

be
fo

re
 t

he
fig

ht
in

g 
ha

d 
ev

en
 st

ar
te

d.
  I

ra
q 

is
 a

w
as

h 
w

ith
 a

rm
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hi
ch

 a
re
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ei

ng
 tu

rn
ed

 o
n 7



the 
invaders 

in 
a 

situation 
som

ew
hat 

sim
ilar 

to 
the 

Soviet
invasion/occupation of A

fghanistan; they w
on all the set piece battles as w

ell
but w

ere unable to w
in the guerilla w

ar that follow
ed.  It seem

s som
ew

hat
im

plausible for the A
m

ericans to blam
e Saddam

 loyalists for their troubles
w

hen they are busy re-em
ploying the very people they claim

ed to be
rem

oving.  N
o doubt the form

er B
aathists' expertise in repression and terror

w
ill com

e in very handy in the m
onths and years ahead.  D

espite their talk
of 

introducing/im
posing 

freedom
, 

dem
ocracy 

and 
by 

im
plication

consum
erism

, the U
S forces haven't m

anaged to adopt the strategy that w
as

so successful for Saddam
 in previous years - he didn't survive for so long

sim
ply on the basis of fear, but also m

aintained social peace through
econom

ic 
m

eans. 
 

The 
U

S 
occupation 

adm
inistration's 

general
incom

petence, brutality and failure to restore even the im
poverished

conditions that m
ost Iraqis endured in the later stages of Saddam

's rule can
only lead to trouble.  The pressing question now

 is w
hat kind of trouble?  The

alm
ost total destruction of Iraqi society has led to proletarians fighting a

three-cornered battle against the occupation forces, the ex-B
aathists and,

unfortunately, each other.  Passive and active resistance to the occupation is
endem

ic, but it is difficult to discern either its com
position or its trajectory,

to w
hat extent it is integrated into a nationalist or Islam

ic m
ovem

ent and to
w

hat extent it expresses an autonom
ous proletarian activity.  The m

ost
visible sign of resistance; the random

 killing of soldiers w
ho are likely to

have joined up because the m
ilitary is their sole source of w

aged w
ork, as

opposed to having a burning desire to defend the 'heim
at', is hardly to be

celebrated, but inform
ation about any m

ore potentially revolutionary activity
is going to be difficult to get - unless its so w

idespread that it becom
es

im
possible to ignore or suppress.  

The experience of trying to control a hostile Iraqi population is
already sapping the m

orale of troops suffering from
 the psychological after-

effects of the slaughter that they have just participated in. Soldiers are now
openly begging to be sent hom

e and asking w
hy they are in Iraq at all.  If

they are forced to stay it m
ay only be a m

atter of tim
e before they'll start to

refuse to risk their lives and shoot other proletarians in preference for
shooting up heroin and/or their officers - a possibility w

hich m
ay w

ell have
occurred to C

olin Pow
ell w

ho w
as a junior officer in V

ietnam
.

Possibly the U
S's present program

 of colonial m
ilitary adventurism

is already running into serious difficulties and in the longer term
 can't rely

on dom
estic support, especially if the body bags really begin to pile up.  O

ne
m

ilitary strategist has w
ritten that "It is a m

istake to think that A
m

erica's
quick defeat of the dem

oralised, corrupt Iraqi regim
e reflects its new

8

those dealing w
ith the attack carriers faced an explosive situation, the

rem
ainder of the N

avy and A
ir Force exhibited only scattered resistance in

this period.  There w
as som

e positive w
ork.  Papers w

ere begun and
continued at m

any bases, and at N
ew

port N
aval Station on-board organizing

occurred on a ship about to m
ake a “goodw

ill” tour of Portuguese colonies
in A

frica.  B
ut this w

ork rarely resulted in either m
ass actions or direct

im
pact on the w

ar.  W
hen a m

ajor offensive w
as launched by the N

orth
V

ietnam
ese and the N

LF in the spring of 1972 and the collapse of the Saigon
forces seem

ed a realistic possibility, the U
.S. w

as able to carry through a
trem

endous m
obilization of air and sea pow

er w
ithout any significant

difficulties from
 the ranks, a task w

hich w
ould have been unthinkable in the

A
rm

y.  
In the early years of the seventies the organizing collectives at m

ost
bases also felt the dram

atic im
pact of the w

om
en’s m

ovem
ent.  The m

ost
im

m
ediate effect w

as intense internal struggle over m
ale dom

ination on both
the personal and organizational levels.  The m

ore long term
 effect w

as the re-
evaluation by m

any w
om

en of the w
ork they had been doing in previous

years, and this frequently led to a decision to begin to orient tow
ard

organizing other w
om

en.  In the m
ilitary situation this m

eant organizing
w

om
en in uniform

 and w
om

en w
ho w

ere dependents.  
M

ost of the initial w
ork focused on w

om
en in uniform

.  W
om

en
enlist for m

any of the sam
e econom

ic reasons w
hich m

otivate m
en; the

m
ilitary seem

s to offer a secure job w
ith “travel” opportunities and a certain

level of respect.  A
s w

ell, m
any w

orking class w
om

en find that upon leaving
high school they have a choice of either rem

aining at hom
e or getting

m
arried, and the m

ilitary seem
s like a convenient escape from

 that trap.
C

onsequently, enlistm
ents are high.  O

rganizing efforts by collectives of
w

om
en occurred at both Fort M

cC
lellan and Fort B

ragg, but in both
situations it w

as found to be very difficult to organize W
A

C
s.  The level of

discontent w
as not high; in fact, 70%

 of first term
 recruits re-enlist.  In

addition, gay W
A

C
s w

ere found to feel that the infantry offered them
 a fairly

secure com
m

unity of gay w
om

en, free from
 the general harassm

ent in
civilian society consequently they w

ere reluctant to risk discharge for
political activity.  W

hile individual W
A

C
s did relate strongly to developing

w
om

en’s consciousness, their acts of resistance rem
ained individual and

isolated.  The w
om

en at Fort B
ragg concluded, “It is our feeling that there

w
ill not be a m

ass m
ovem

ent am
ong W

A
C

s.”  There w
as m

ore success in
organizing w

om
en w

ho w
ere dependents of m

en in the m
ilitary, particularly

w
ives of G

Is.  They w
ere in the position of follow

ing their husbands around
from

 base to base, living in poor housing, and being forced to exist on
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Th
e 

ch
an

gi
ng

 n
at

ur
e 

of
 th

e 
w

ar
 fo

rc
ed

 th
e 

ex
is

tin
g 

el
em

en
ts

 o
f t

he
G

I 
m

ov
em

en
t t

o 
re

-e
va

lu
at

e 
th

ei
r 

w
or

k.
  M

os
t o

f 
th

e 
pr

oj
ec

ts
 d

ea
lin

g 
w

ith
gr

ou
nd

 fo
rc

es
, t

he
 A

rm
y 

an
d 

M
ar

in
e 

C
or

ps
, f

ou
nd

 th
at

 s
ta

te
si

de
 b

as
es

 w
er

e
fil

le
d 

w
ith

 d
is

af
fe

ct
ed

, a
ng

ry
 G

Is
.  

Ye
t t

he
 g

ro
un

d 
w

ar
 w

as
 “

of
fic

ia
lly

” 
ov

er
,

an
d 

th
e 

se
ns

e 
of

 u
rg

en
cy

 h
ad

 l
ef

t 
th

e 
m

ov
em

en
t. 

 T
he

 r
es

ul
t 

w
as

co
nt

ra
di

ct
or

y 
im

pu
ls

es
 a

m
on

g 
ra

nk
 a

nd
 f

ile
 s

ol
di

er
s;

 a
 f

ee
lin

g 
of

 a
ng

er
te

m
pe

re
d 

by
 th

e 
se

ns
e 

th
at

 it
 w

as
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 w
or

th
 th

e 
ris

k 
to

 fi
gh

t b
ac

k,
 th

at
th

e 
ea

si
es

t r
oa

d 
w

as
 w

ai
tin

g 
fo

r d
is

ch
ar

ge
.  

Th
e 

m
ili

ta
ry

 a
ut

ho
rit

ie
s 

in
 th

ei
r

tu
rn

 s
pe

d 
up

 d
is

ch
ar

ge
s, 

of
fe

re
d 

a 
se

rie
s 

of
 e

ar
ly

 o
ut

s, 
an

d 
m

ov
ed

 to
 c

le
ar

st
at

es
id

e 
ba

se
s o

f V
ie

tn
am

 v
et

s. 
 T

he
 a

ng
er

 c
on

tin
ue

d 
to

 le
ad

 to
 sp

or
ad

ic
 a

ct
s

of
 re

si
st

an
ce

, b
ut

 it
 w

as
 ra

re
ly

 c
ha

nn
el

ed
 in

to
 s

us
ta

in
ed

 o
rg

an
iz

in
g 

w
or

k.
  

O
rg

an
iz

er
s a

t F
or

t H
oo

d,
 a

tte
m

pt
in

g 
to

 a
na

ly
ze

 th
is

 si
tu

at
io

n,
 w

ro
te

,
“T

he
 th

re
e 

m
ai

n 
el

em
en

ts
 o

f 
th

e 
G

I 
m

ov
em

en
t, 

as
 w

e 
se

e 
it,

 a
re

 1
) 

a 
hi

gh
de

gr
ee

 o
f m

ili
ta

nc
y 

2)
 a

 h
ig

h 
de

gr
ee

 o
f a

pa
th

y 
an

d 
3)

 a
lm

os
t a

 c
om

pl
et

e 
la

ck
of

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n.
  

Th
e 

fir
st

 tw
o 

m
ay

 s
ee

m
 c

on
tra

di
ct

or
y,

 b
ut

 in
 r

ea
lit

y 
th

ey
ar

en
’t.

  
O

ne
 c

an
 b

e 
ul

tra
-m

ili
ta

nt
 i

n 
yo

ur
 h

at
re

d 
of

 t
he

 b
ra

ss
 w

hi
le

 b
ei

ng
co

m
pl

et
el

y 
ap

at
he

tic
 to

 th
e 

pr
os

pe
ct

 o
f c

ha
ng

e.
” 

 D
ea

lin
g 

w
ith

 th
e 

qu
es

tio
n

of
 o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n 

th
ey

 w
ro

te
, “

Th
e 

tra
ns

ito
ry

 n
at

ur
e 

of
 t

he
 m

ili
ta

ry
 a

nd
 t

he
de

ep
 fe

ar
 o

f t
he

 U
C

M
J p

la
y 

a 
pa

rt 
in

 th
e 

la
ck

 o
f o

rg
an

iz
at

io
n.

  O
n 

Fo
rt 

H
oo

d,
w

hi
ch

 is
 m

os
tly

 V
ie

tn
am
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tu

rn
ee

s, 
th

e 
m

aj
or

ity
 o

f G
Is

 h
at

e 
th

e 
A

rm
y 

w
ith

a 
pa

ss
io

n,
 b

ut
 w

on
’t 

m
ov

e 
ag

ai
ns

t i
t f

or
 th

os
e 

re
as

on
s. 

 S
o,

 th
e 

G
I m

ov
em

en
t

to
da

y 
co

ns
is

ts
 b

as
ic

al
ly

 o
f 

fr
ag

gi
ng

, 
sh

am
m

in
g,

 i
nd

iv
id

ua
l 

de
fia

nc
e,

 a
nd

sp
or

ad
ic

 m
ut

in
ie

s 
an

d 
de

m
on

st
ra

tio
ns

.  
A

ny
th

in
g 

an
d 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 s

ho
rt 

of
on

go
in

g 
or

ga
ni

za
tio

n.
”

Th
e 

Fo
rt 

H
oo

d 
ac

co
un

t f
ai

rly
 a

cc
ur

at
el

y 
de

sc
rib

es
 th

e 
si

tu
at

io
n 

at
m

os
t A

rm
y 

an
d 

M
ar

in
e 

C
or

ps
 b

as
es

 in
 th

is
 p

er
io

d.
  I

t w
as

 u
nd

er
st

oo
d 

th
at

 th
e

w
ar

 w
as

 e
va

po
ra

tin
g 

as
 a

n 
is

su
e,

 a
nd

 m
os

t o
rg

an
iz

er
s w

er
e 

sh
ift

in
g 

to
 is

su
es

th
at

 re
la

te
d 

di
re

ct
ly

 to
 c

la
ss

 o
pp

re
ss

io
n 

at
 h

om
e.

  A
G

I g
ro

up
 a

t F
or

t H
oo

d
ca

lle
d 

th
e 

G
I 

Su
m

m
er

 O
ffe

ns
iv

e 
C

om
m

itt
ee

 c
ho

se
 t

o 
co

nc
en

tra
te

 o
n 

a
bo

yc
ot

t o
f T

yr
el

l’s
 J

ew
el

er
s, 

a 
na

tio
na

l c
ha

in
 o

f r
ip

-o
ff 

je
w

el
ry

 s
to

re
s 

w
hi

ch
sp

ec
ia

liz
ed

 i
n 

se
lli

ng
 c

he
ap

 j
ew

el
ry

 t
o 

G
Is

 f
or

 t
he

 “
w

ife
, 

sw
ee

th
ea

rt,
 o

r
m

ot
he

r”
 b

ac
k 

ho
m

e.
  T

he
 c

ha
in

 fe
at

ur
ed

 a
 “

V
ie

tn
am

 H
on

or
 R

ol
e”

 li
st

in
g 

al
l

th
e 

G
Is

 w
ho

 h
ad

 b
ee

n 
ki

lle
d 

w
hi

le
 s

til
l 

ow
in

g 
Ty

re
ll’

s 
m

on
ey

; 
th

e 
ch

ai
n

m
ag

na
ni

m
ou

sl
y 

ab
so

lv
ed

 th
ei

r d
eb

ts
.  

Th
e 

bo
yc

ot
t e

ffo
rt 

fo
un

d 
a 

re
sp

on
si

ve
no

te
 o

n 
Fo

rt 
H

oo
d 

an
d 

m
ob

ili
ze

d 
la

rg
e 

pi
ck

et
 li

ne
s a

nd
 d

em
on

st
ra

tio
ns

.  
Th

e
bo

yc
ot

t t
he

n 
sp

re
ad

 to
 o

th
er

 b
as

es
 a

nd
 fo

rc
ed

 a
 n

um
be

r o
f l

oc
al

 T
yr

el
l’s

 to
al

te
r t

he
ir 

bu
si

ne
ss

 p
ra

ct
ic

es
.  

B
ut

 w
hi

le
 th

is
 a

ct
io

n 
di

d 
su

cc
ee

d 
in

 h
el

pi
ng

 to
cr

ea
te

 a
n 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

at
 F

or
t H

oo
d,

 a
t t

he
 c

on
cl

us
io

n 
of

 th
e 

bo
yc

ot
t t

he
 o

ld
co

nt
ra

di
ct

io
ns

 re
-s

ur
fa

ce
d 

an
d 

th
e 

or
ga

ni
za

tio
n 

sl
ow

ly
 d

is
ap

pe
ar

ed
.  

So
m

e 
of

th
e 

sa
m

e 
pr

ob
le

m
s 

fa
ce

d 
or

ga
ni

ze
rs

 a
t N

av
y 

an
d 

A
ir 

Fo
rc

e 
ba

se
s. 

 W
hi

le

36

te
ch

no
lo

gi
ca

l 
m

ili
ta

ry
 p

ro
w

es
s 

ra
th

er
 t

ha
n 

H
us

se
in

's 
po

lit
ic

al
 w

ea
kn

es
s.

R
um

sf
el

d 
w

is
he

s 
to

 t
ru

m
pe

t 
to

 s
tre

ng
th

 o
f 

th
e 

Pe
nt

ag
on

's 
ar

m
s 

bu
t 

th
is

co
nc

lu
si

on
 is

 s
ca

rc
el

y 
ju

st
ifi

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
fa

ct
s.'

 (4
)  

In
 sp

ite
 o

f t
he

 c
ha

ng
ed

 so
ci

al
 a

nd
 p

ol
iti

ca
l l

an
ds

ca
pe

 th
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e
of

 V
ie

tn
am

 h
as

 h
ad

 o
ng

oi
ng

 r
ep

er
cu

ss
io

ns
 f

or
 t

he
 w

ay
 t

ha
t 

th
e 

A
m

er
ic

an
m

ili
ta

ry
 o

pe
ra

te
s;

 a
nd

 th
e 

m
ov

em
en

ts
 a

ga
in

st
 it

, b
ot

h 
in

si
de

 a
nd

 o
ut

si
de

 o
f

th
e 

ar
m

ed
 f

or
ce

s, 
ca

n 
st

ill
 p

oi
nt

 t
o 

w
ay

s 
in

 w
hi

ch
 w

e 
ca

n 
re

si
st

 a
nd

un
de

rm
in

e 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t w

ar
.

H
ar

as
s T

he
 B

ra
ss

 is
 a

ls
o 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
at

 w
w

w.
in

fo
sh

op
.o

rg
/m

ye
p/

lo
ve

3.
ht

m
l

Th
e 

O
liv

e-
D

ra
b 

R
eb

el
s 

is
 a

ls
o 

av
ai

la
bl

e 
at

 w
w

w.
ge

oc
iti

es
.c

om
/c

or
do

ba
ka

f.
O

th
er

 te
xt

s 
an

d 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
on

 o
pp

os
iti

on
 to

 w
ar

 c
an

 b
e 

fo
un

d 
at

 
w

w
w.

ge
oc

iti
es

.c
om

/n
ow

ar
_b

ut
th

ec
la

ss
w

ar
.

(1
) 

C
ol

on
el

 R
ob

er
t 

D
. 

H
ei

nl
, 

Th
e 

C
ol

la
ps

e 
of

 t
he

 A
rm

ed
 F

or
ce

s, 
N

or
th

A
m

er
ic

an
 N

ew
sp

ap
er

 A
lli

an
ce

, A
rm

ed
 F

or
ce

s 
Jo

ur
na

l, 
7 

Ju
ne

, 1
97

1.
(2

) G
ill

es
 D

au
vé

, W
he

n 
In

su
rr

ec
tio

ns
 D

ie
, A

nt
ag

on
is

m
 P

re
ss

, 2
00

0,
 p

.2
5.

(3
) 

V
ie

tn
am

-e
ra

 t
er

m
 f

or
 t

he
 k

ill
in

g 
of

 o
ffi

ce
rs

 b
y 

th
ei

r 
m

en
, 

of
te

n 
w

ith
gr

en
ad

es
.

(4
) 

G
ab

rie
l 

K
ol

ko
. 

Ir
aq

, 
th

e 
U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 a
nd

 t
he

 e
nd

 o
f 

th
e 

Eu
ro

pe
an

C
oa

lit
io

n.
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H
arass the B

rass; Som
e notes tow

ard
the subversion of the U

S arm
ed forces.

A
friend w

ho w
as in the U

.S. m
ilitary during the 1990-91 Persian

G
ulf W

ar told m
e that before President G.H

.W
. B

ush visited the troops in
Saudi A

rabia, enlisted m
en and w

om
en w

ho w
ould be in B

ush's im
m

ediate
vicinity had their rifle and pistol am

m
unition taken aw

ay from
 them

.  This
w

as supposedly done to avoid "accidents."  B
ut it w

as also clear to people on
the scene that B

ush and his corporate handlers w
ere som

ew
hat afraid of the

enlisted people w
ho B

ush w
ould soon be killing in his unsuccessful re-

election cam
paign. 

The suppressed history of the last big U
.S. w

ar before 'O
peration

D
esert Storm

' show
s that the C

om
m

ander-in-C
hief had good reason to fear

and distrust his troops.  O
ur rulers w

ant us to forget w
hat happened during

the V
ietnam

 w
ar - especially w

hat happened inside the U
.S. arm

ed forces
during the w

ar.  O
ur rulers rem

em
ber it all too w

ell.  They w
ant us to forget

w
hat defeated their w

ar effort, and the im
portance of resistance to the w

ar by
enlisted m

en and w
om

en.  
U

ntil 1968 the desertion rate for U
.S. troops in V

ietnam
 w

as low
er

than in previous w
ars.  B

ut by 1969 the desertion rate had increased fourfold.
This w

asn't lim
ited to Southeast A

sia; desertion rates am
ong G.I.'s w

ere on
the increase w

orldw
ide.  For soldiers in the com

bat zone, insubordination
becam

e an im
portant part of avoiding horrible injury or death.  A

s early as
m

id-1969, an entire com
pany of the 196th Light Infantry B

rigade sat dow
n

on the battlefield.  Later that year, a rifle com
pany from

 the fam
ed 1st A

ir
C

avalry D
ivision flatly refused - on C

B
S TV

- to advance dow
n a dangerous

trail.  In the follow
ing 12 m

onths the 1st A
ir C

av. notched up 35 com
bat

refusals.  From
 m

ild form
s of political protest and disobedience of w

ar
orders, the resistance am

ong the ground troops grew
 into a m

assive and
w

idespread "quasi-m
utiny" by 1970 and 1971.  Soldiers w

ent on "search and
avoid" m

issions, intentionally skirting clashes w
ith the V

ietnam
ese, and

often holding three-day-long pot parties instead of fighting. 
B

y 1970, the U
.S. A

rm
y had 65,643 deserters, roughly the

equivalent of four infantry divisions.  In an article published in the A
rm

ed
Forces Journal (June 7, 1971), M

arine C
olonel R

obert D
. H

einl Jr., a veteran
com

bat com
m

ander w
ith over 27 years experience in the M

arines, and the
author of Soldiers O

f The Sea, a definitive history of the M
arine C

orps,

10

less m
otivation to rebel than did ground troops.  The killing and the dying

w
as done by the pilots, w

ho w
ere all officers and w

ho tended to see
them

selves as “professionals”.  Second, because the support crew
s w

ere not
involved directly w

ith com
bat, their resistance did not affect the w

ar in an
im

m
ediate w

ay.  B
ut they w

ere far from
 pow

erless. 
The prim

ary resistance w
hich developed in this period w

as am
ong

crew
s on N

avy attack carriers directly involved in the bom
bing.  W

hile there
w

as dissidence and som
e political organizing am

ong A
ir Force personnel and

in other sections of the N
avy, it w

as w
here the support crew

s m
ost directly

touched the w
ar that resistance flared.  Probably the m

ost dram
atic incident

occurred aboard the N
avy attack carrier U

SS C
oral Sea in the fall of 1971.

The C
oral Sea w

as docked in C
alifornia w

hile it prepared for a tour of
bom

bing duty off the coast of V
ietnam

.  O
n board w

as a crew
 of 4,500 m

en,
a few

 hundred of w
hom

 w
ere pilots, the rest being support crew

s.  A
handful

of m
en on the ship began circulating a petition w

hich read in part; “W
e the

people m
ust guide the governm

ent and not allow
 the governm

ent to guide us
! The C

oral Sea is scheduled for V
ietnam

 in N
ovem

ber.  This does not have
to be a fact.  The ship can be prevented from

 taking an active part in the
conflict if w

e the m
ajority voice our opinion that w

e do not believe in the
V

ietnam
 w

ar.  If you feel that the C
oral Sea should not go to V

ietnam
, voice

your opinion by signing this petition.”
Though the petition had to be circulated secretly, and though m

en took a
calculated risk putting their nam

e dow
n on som

ething w
hich the brass m

ight
eventually see, w

ithin a few
 w

eeks over 1,000 m
en had signed it.  

O
ut of this grew

 an on-ship organization called “Stop O
ur Ship” (SO

S). The
m

en engaged in a series of dem
onstrations to halt their sailing date, and on

N
ovem

ber 6 over 300 m
en from

 the ship led the fall anti-w
ar m

arch in San
Francisco, Their effort to stop the ship failed, and a num

ber of m
en jum

ped
ship as the C

oral Sea left for V
ietnam

.  The SO
S m

ovem
ent spread to other

attack carriers, including the U
SS C

onstellation, the U
SS H

ancock, and the
U

SS R
anger. 

The N
avy continued to be racked by political organizing and severe

racial unrest.  In June of 1972 the U
SS R

anger w
as disabled by sabotage, and

in O
ctober both the U

SS K
ittyhaw

k and the U
SS H

assayam
pa w

ere sw
ept by

fighting.  In N
ovem

ber of that sam
e year the U

SS C
onstellation w

as
dam

aged by sabotage, docked to repair the dam
age, and w

as confronted w
ith

130 crew
m

en refusing direct orders to return aboard.  Though the im
pact of

these actions only slightly im
peded the w

ar effort, they helped to m
aintain a

constant pressure on the A
dm

inistration to w
ithdraw

 the m
ilitary from

 the
disaster of the Indochina w

ar.  
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m
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A

m
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D
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er
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 fr
ag
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ng
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ee
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  S
ea
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an
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ev
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e 
an
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co

m
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t r
ef

us
al

s 
w

er
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w
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es
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d.

  I
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se
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A
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d 
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 h
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t. 

 O
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 n
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w
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 in
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1,
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Si
nc

e 
th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
e 

C
am

bo
di

an
 o

pe
ra

tio
n 

la
st

 Ju
ne

, t
he

U
ni

te
d 

St
at

es
 A

rm
y 

in
 V

ie
tn

am
 h

as
 f

ou
gh

t n
o 

m
aj

or
 a
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io

ns
, l

au
nc

he
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no
si
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ifi
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nt

 o
pe
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ns
, c

ap
tu

re
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no
 te
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 a

nd
 a

dd
ed

 n
o 

ba
ttl

e 
ho

no
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 it

s
re

gi
m

en
ta

l f
la

gs
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at

 le
as

t o
ne
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se

 u
nd

er
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ne
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fir
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an
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os
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 f
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 m
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e 
U
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W
ith the shifting over to an "air w

ar" strategy, the N
avy becam

e an
im

portant centre of resistance to the w
ar.  In response to the racism

 that
prevailed inside the N

avy, black and w
hite sailors occasionally rebelled

together.  The m
ost significant of these rebellions took place on board the

U
SS C

onstellation off Southern C
alifornia, in N

ovem
ber 1972.  In response

to a threat of less-than-honourable discharges against several black sailors, a
group of over 100 black and w

hite sailors staged a day-and-a-half long sit-
in.  Fearful of losing control of his ship at sea to full-scale m

utiny, the ship's
com

m
ander brought the C

onstellation back to San D
iego.  O

ne hundred
thirty-tw

o sailors w
ere allow

ed to go ashore.  They refused orders to reboard
the ship several days later, staging a defiant dockside strike on the m

orning
of N

ovem
ber 9.  In spite of the seriousness of the rebellion, not one of the

sailors involved w
as arrested. 

Sabotage w
as an extrem

ely useful tactic.  O
n M

ay 26, 1970, the
U

SS A
nderson w

as preparing to steam
 from

 San D
iego to V

ietnam
.  B

ut
som

eone had dropped nuts, bolts and chains dow
n the m

ain gear shaft.  A
m

ajor breakdow
n occurred, resulting in thousands of dollars w

orth of
dam

age and a delay of several w
eeks.  Several sailors w

ere charged, but
because of a lack of evidence the case w

as dism
issed.  W

ith the escalation of
naval involvem

ent in the w
ar the level of sabotage grew

.  In July of 1972,
w

ithin the space of three w
eeks, tw

o of the N
avy's aircraft carriers w

ere put
out of com

m
ission by sabotage.  O

n July 10, a m
assive fire sw

ept through
the adm

iral's quarters and radar centre of the U
SS Forestall, causing over $7

m
illion in dam

age.  This delayed the ship's deploym
ent for over tw

o m
onths.

In late July, the U
SS R

anger w
as docked at A

lam
eda, C

alifornia.
Just days before the ship's scheduled departure for V

ietnam
, a paint-scraper

and tw
o 12-inch bolts w

ere inserted into the num
ber-four-engine reduction

gears causing nearly $1 m
illion in dam

age and forcing a three-and-a-half
m

onth delay in operations for extensive repairs.  The sailor charged in the
case w

as acquitted.  In other cases, sailors tossed equipm
ent over the sides

of ships w
hile at sea. 

The H
ouse A

rm
ed Services C

om
m

ittee sum
m

ed up the crisis of
rebellion 

in 
the 

N
avy: 

"The 
U

.S. 
N

avy 
is 

now
 

confronted 
w

ith
pressures...w

hich, if not controlled, w
ill surely destroy its enviable tradition

of discipline.  R
ecent instances of sabotage, riot, w

ilful disobedience of
orders, and contem

pt for authority...are clear-cut sym
ptom

s of a dangerous
deterioration of discipline."  The rebellion in the ranks didn't em

erge sim
ply

in response to battlefield conditions.  A
civilian anti-w

ar m
ovem

ent in the
U

.S. had em
erged on the coat tails of the civil rights m

ovem
ent, at a tim

e
w

hen the pacifism
-at-any-price tactics of civil rights leaders had reached

12

grow
th of G

I resistance all played a part.  The key factor w
as that political

G
Is continued to be dangerous in the stockades, and after num

erous stockade
rebellions the m

ilitary often chose to discharge dissidents and get rid of them
all together.  

The repression on civilians w
as not as severe.  O

ne of the first
m

oves against the coffeehouses w
as the effort to place the Shelter H

alf at
Fort Lew

is off-lim
its to G

Is, but this required a legal hearing.  W
hen G

I
protest and m

edia coverage w
ere m

obilized, the m
ilitary backed dow

n and
sim

ply cancelled the hearing.  The cam
paign against the coffeehouses then

took a less direct form
, usually carried out by local civilian authorities.  The

U
FO

 at Fort Jackson w
as busted for being a “public nuisance”, and the

coffeehouse at Fort K
nox w

as sim
ply driven out of tow

n.  B
ut though this

harassm
ent w

as costly, it never effectively disrupted the functioning of the
organizing projects.  W

hat is significant Is that the federal authorities never
m

oved against the civilians involved.  There is a federal statute, 18 U
SC

2387, w
hich prohibits “all m

anner of activities (incitem
ents, counseling,

distribution or preparation of literature) intended to subvert the loyalty,
m

orale, or discipline of the A
rm

ed Services”, and carries a penalty of ten
years in prison.  B

ut w
hile hundreds of civilians openly violated this law

,
none w

ere ever arrested.  The unpopularity of the w
ar, the spontaneous

nature of G
I resistance, and the general desire on the part of the Pentagon to

avoid publicizing this resistance probably all contributed to the decision by
federal authorities to w

ithdraw
 from

 direct confrontation w
ith the civilian

organizers.  
The new

 strategy developed by the Pentagon involved a strategic
change in the nature of the w

ar and a cosm
etic change in the nature of the

m
ilitary.  The ground w

ar w
as going badly, the A

m
erican public w

as
distressed over high casualties, and the A

dm
inistration reasoned that it could

fight just as effectively from
 the air.  The ground troops w

ould be replaced
through the program

 of “V
ietnam

ization”.  So, the central cause of the
m

ilitary’s decay w
as to be gradually relieved as ground troops w

ere
w

ithdraw
n from

 the fighting and the new
 phase of air w

ar w
as initiated.  In

addition, a new
 im

age w
as developed for the A

rm
y, de-em

phasizing
discipline and attem

pting to relate to black pride and the new
 youth

consciousness.  This w
as seen as the first step tow

ard the developm
ent of a

volunteer service.  Through these transform
ations the m

ilitary leadership
hoped to back off from

 its disaster.
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W
ilhelm

shaven in G
erm

any becam
e im

portant centres of revolutionary self-
organisation and action, and the passing of vast num

bers of arm
ed soldiers

and sailors to the side of the Soviets allow
ed the w

orking class to briefly take
pow

er in R
ussia.  The French invasion of R

evolutionary R
ussia in 1919 and

1920 w
as crippled by the m

utiny of the French fleet in the B
lack Sea, centred

around the battleships France and the Jean B
art.  M

utinies broke out am
ong

sailors in the B
ritish N

avy and in the arm
ies of the B

ritish Em
pire in A

sia,
and even am

ong A
m

erican troops sent to aid the counter-revolutionary W
hite

A
rm

y in the R
ussian C

ivil W
ar.  R

evolutionary unrest doesn't happen every
day, but w

hen it does break out, it can overcom
e the m

ost pow
erful states

w
ith a surprising and im

probable speed, and the collapse of the repressive
forces of the state is a key m

om
ent in the beginning of a new

 w
ay of life. 

It's an ugly fact that w
ar and revolution w

ere intim
ately linked in

the m
ost far-going social m

ovem
ents of the 20th century.  W

ith the U
.S.

governm
ents' self-appointed role as the cop for global capitalist law

 and
order, it's likely that the crisis that w

ill cause an irreparable break betw
een

the rulers and the ruled in the U
nited States w

ill be the result of an
unsuccessful w

ar.  That day m
ay soon be upon us.  A

t that point, w
idespread

fraternisation betw
een anti-capitalist radicals and enlisted people w

ill be
crucial in expanding an anti-w

ar m
ovem

ent into a larger opposition to the
system

 of w
age labour and com

m
odity production that generates w

ars,
exploitation, poverty, inequality and ecological devastation. 

A
n

exam
ination of w

hat happened to the U
.S. m

ilitary during the V
ietnam

 W
ar

can help us see the central role "the m
ilitary question" is going to play in a

revolutionary m
ass m

ovem
ent in the 21st century.  It isn't a question of how

a chaotic and rebellious civilian populace can out-gun the w
ell-organised,

disciplined arm
ies of the capitalist state in pitched battle, but of how

 a m
ass

m
ovem

ent can cripple the effective fighting capacity of the m
ilitary from

w
ithin, and bring about the collapse and dispersal of the state's arm

ed forces.
W

hat set of circum
stances can com

pel the inchoate discontentm
ent endem

ic
in any w

artim
e arm

y or navy to advance to the level of conscious, organised
resistance?  H

ow
 fast and how

 deeply can a subversive consciousness spread
am

ong enlisted people?  H
ow

 can rebels in uniform
 take effective, large-

scale action against the m
ilitary m

achine?  This effort w
ill involve the

sabotage and destruction of sophisticated m
ilitary technologies, an

irreversible 
breakdow

n 
in 

the 
chain-of-com

m
and, 

and 
a 

term
inal

dem
oralisation of the officer corps.  The "quasi-m

utiny" that helped defeat
the U

.S. in V
ietnam

 offers a significant precedent for the kind of subversive
action w

orking people w
ill have to fom

ent against 21st century global
capitalism

 and its high-tech m
ilitary m

achine. 
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after it began it w
as raided by the M

Ps.  Thirty-five G
Is w

ere picked up and
placed on restriction.  Though form

al charges w
ere never brought against

these m
en, in the follow

ing m
onths alm

ost all of them
 w

ere either
transferred, shipped to V

ietnam
, discharged, or sim

ply busted on other
charges.  Since it seem

ed that on-base activities w
ere too risky, attem

pts w
ere

m
ade to m

obilize m
assive num

bers of G
Is for off-base actions.  These w

ere
at tim

es successful.  Frequently, efforts w
ere m

ade to m
obilize G

I
participation in civilian peace dem

onstrations.  A
series of m

arches outside
Fort H

ood and Fort B
ragg and in cities like San Francisco w

ere participated
in by hundreds of G

Is, and in D
ecem

ber of 1969 alm
ost 1,000 m

arines
participated in an anti-w

ar m
arch in O

ceanside, C
alifornia.  B

ut the m
ilitary

w
as able to stifle this expression of resistance, largely by placing w

hole units
or entire bases on restriction.  Thus, w

hen national dem
onstrations w

ere
called for A

rm
ed Forces D

ay, a radical G
I at Fort O

rd had to relate, “M
ay 16,

1970 w
as a Saturday, and there w

as a huge gathering outside the gates of
Ford O

rd, but neither I nor any other G
Is could participate, because the

com
m

anding general had ordered everyone to w
ork all day Saturday, until

the dem
onstration w

as over.”  W
hile scattered G

Is often w
ent AW

O
L

to
participate, it w

as not possible to sustain m
ass G

I participation in these
m

arches.  The pow
er of the m

ilitary authorities w
as sim

ply too lim
itless.  

This often led to a reconsideration of attem
pts to organize on base,

and a new
 strategy w

as developed.  R
ather than concentrating on large base-

w
ide actions, an effort w

as m
ade to concentrate on localized, unit organizing.

This m
eant that radical G

Is, w
ho w

ere w
orking on a base-w

ide paper and
relating to an off-base storefront, w

ould also attem
pt to create an organized

group in their barracks.  These groups w
ould put out sm

all, m
im

eographed
unit new

spapers, like SPD
 N

EW
S or FIR

ST
O

F TH
E W

O
R

ST, struggle
against im

m
ediate form

s of harassm
ent, and occasionally subm

it group
A

rticle 138 com
plaints against a particularly oppressive officer.  B

ecause
they dealt w

ith im
m

ediate local issues, these unit organizations w
ere

frequently able to effect som
e genuine changes.  In addition, these unit

groups could raise conceptually the issue of pow
er in the m

ilitary.  For
exam

ple, the FTA
program

 w
ritten at Fort K

nox, w
hich first described the

class nature of society and pointed tow
ard the goal of socialism

, w
ent on to

state, “W
e know

 that to achieve these goals w
ill take a long fight.  To begin

to im
plem

ent this program
 w

e intend to build our ow
n dem

ocratic
organizations w

ithin our units w
hich serve our ow

n interests, to protect us
now

 from
 our present leaders, and later to replace the existing organization

of the m
ilitary.”  W

hile this goal w
as far beyond w

hat w
as realistic in this
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opposed even air drops of food, fearing that these w
ould fail and that U

.S.
A

rm
y ground troops w

ould inevitably be sucked in. H
is civilian bosses, w

ho
suspected him

 of padding the num
bers w

hen asked how
 m

any U
.S. troops

w
ould be required, grew

 im
patient. A

t one m
eeting, M

adeleine A
lbright,

then am
bassador to the U

nited N
ations, fam

ously confronted Pow
ell.

"W
hat's the point of having this superb m

ilitary that you're alw
ays talking

about if w
e can't use it?" she dem

anded.  In his m
em

oirs, Pow
ell recalled that

he told A
lbright that G

I's w
ere "not toy soldiers to be m

oved around on som
e

sort of global gam
e board." A

n official w
ho w

itnessed the exchange told
N

EW
SW

EEK
 that Pow

ell also said som
ething quite revealing that has not

been reported. "You w
ould see this w

onderful society destroyed," the general
angrily told A

lbright. It w
as clear, said this official, that Pow

ell w
as referring

to his beloved A
rm

y." ("C
olin Pow

ell: B
ehind the M

yth," by Evan Thom
as

and John B
erry, N

ew
sw

eek, M
arch 5th, 2001)

C
olin Pow

ell w
as a junior officer in the fragging-plagued A

m
erica

l D
ivision during the V

ietnam
 W

ar.  O
n num

erous occassions, Pow
ell has

said that the U
S defeat in V

ietnam
 w

as the m
ain influence on the w

ay he sees
the w

orld.  Pow
ell clearly understands that the arm

ed forces are a function
of the larger civilian society that spaw

ns them
. W

as C
olin Pow

ell speaking
about the U

S A
rm

y -- or about U
S society itself w

ith his com
m

ent about
seeing "this w

onderful society destroyed"?  You be the judge!
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political w
ork, and they plugged into various activities.  

The 
m

ost
com

m
on form

 w
as the creation of a G

I new
spaper.  W

hile som
e of these

papers developed spontaneously at certain bases, the overw
helm

ing m
ajority

w
ere begun through joint w

ork by G
Is and civilians.  These papers w

ere the
m

ost visible and consistent aspect of the G
I m

ovem
ent.  Starting w

ith early
papers like FTA

at Fort K
nox and FATIG

U
E PR

ESS at Fort H
ood, local

papers m
ushroom

ed around the country: SH
A

K
ED

O
W

N
 at Fort D

ix,
ATTITU

D
E C

H
EC

K
 at C

am
p Pendleton, FED

-U
P

at Fort Lew
is, A

LL
H

A
N

D
S A

B
A

N
D

O
N

 SH
IP

at N
ew

port N
aval Station, TH

E LA
ST

H
A

R
A

SS
at Fort G

ordon, LEFT
FA

C
E at Fort M

cC
lellan, R

A
G

E at C
am

p Lejeune,
TH

E STA
R

-SPA
N

G
LED

 B
U

M
M

ER
 at W

right-Patterson A
ir Force B

ase...
the list could stretch to over a hundred different papers.  Their contents
varied, from

 paper to paper and at tim
es from

 issue to issue, from
 local gripes

and 
a 

basic 
anti-brass, 

anti-w
ar, 

anti-racist 
consciousness 

to 
an

understanding of the nature of im
perialism

 and attem
pts to m

ove tow
ard

revolutionary socialism
.  Som

e lasted for only a few
 issues, folding w

hen the
guys putting it out w

ere transferred or discharged.  B
ut m

ost of those
connected w

ith organizing projects cam
e out consistently, if sporadically,

through the w
ar years.  

G
enerally, the papers w

ere produced by sm
all groups of G

Is w
ho

then received help from
 other guys in circulating them

.  It w
as illegal to

distribute on base, but nonetheless countless copies w
ere sm

uggled on and
placed around the barracks, stuck in bathroom

s, casually left in lounge areas.
A

few
 found their w

ay into the stockades, often through sym
pathetic guards,

A
large num

ber w
ere sim

ply distributed in off-base tow
ns, and w

ere w
ell

received.  A
s one m

arine organizer put it, “G
uys ask if the paper is

underground.  If w
e reply yes, they take it.  G

uys identify w
ith a rebellion if

not w
ith the revolution.”  It w

as generally through these papers that the m
ass

of discontented G
Is w

ere exposed to a sense of solidarity w
ith other G

Is and
som

e level of political analysis of their situation.  W
hile the num

ber of G
Is

w
ho created these papers m

ight total in the hundreds, the num
ber w

ho helped
distribute them

 num
bered in the thousands and the num

ber w
ho read them

and related to them
 num

bered in the tens of thousands.  
R

elations betw
een G

Is and civilians on the projects took m
any

form
s.  O

n the one hand, civilians provided som
e essential functions, could

keep the places running and do legal and organizational w
ork w

hile guys
w

ere on base, and generally provide contacts and resources from
 the w

orld
of the m

ovem
ent. These contributions w

ere valued by G
Is.  B

ut civilians
clearly didn’t share the sam

e experiences or the sam
e risks, and this at tim

es
led to conflict.  M

ost projects experienced an ebb and flow
 of conflict and
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in the early years of the w
ar the general attitude of the left w

as that w
hites

w
ere rednecks and w

ere som
ehow

 personally im
plicated in the continuation

of the w
ar.The class com

position of the A
m

erican left, particularly of its ruling
segm

ents, played a significant role in separating it from
 the realities of the

G
I experience.  W

hen the w
ar in V

ietnam
 first becam

e an issue, early in
1963, the prim

ary base for organized anti-w
ar sentim

ent w
as the intellectual

com
m

unity and the m
iddle class.  A

s A
m

erican presence reached m
ajor

proportions in 1964 and 1965, the anti-w
ar m

ovem
ent solidified its strength

in the m
iddle class but had little im

pact on the blue-collar w
orking class.  A

s
a consequence, the m

ovem
ent developed prim

arily m
iddle class form

s of
resistance, w

hich m
eant that there w

as heavy em
phasis on draft resistance

and draft counseling.  W
hile actual resistance only reached m

inor
proportions, draft counseling and effective m

ethods of draft evasion saved
the m

ajority of w
hite m

iddle class youth from
 the U

.S. m
ilitary.

Sim
ultaneously, there w

ere econom
ic factors m

olding the com
position of the

arm
ed forces.  M

iddle class youth could afford college and looked tow
ard

professional careers, w
hile w

orking class youth w
ere system

atically
channeled into the m

ilitary.  Though the draft claim
ed a high num

ber, a large
percentage also enlisted, since job opportunities w

ere lim
ited and the

m
ilitary seem

ed to be inevitable after high school.  In addition, the court
system

 continued to offer “voluntary enlistm
ent” as an alternative to a couple

of years in jail, and m
any guys thought at the tim

e that it w
as a good offer.

A
s a result of these factors, the A

rm
ed Forces w

ere quite efficiently filling
their ranks w

ith third w
orld and w

hite w
orking class youth.

The im
age these youth had of life in the m

ilitary w
as shattered quite

rapidly by the harsh reality they faced.
Those w

ho had enlisted found that the prom
ises m

ade by recruiters
vanished into thin air once they w

ere in boot cam
p.  G

uarantees of special
training and choice assignm

ents w
ere sim

ply sw
ept aw

ay.  This is a fairly
standard procedure used to snare enlistees.  In fact, the m

ilitary regulations
state that only the enlistee, not the m

ilitary, is bound by the specifics of the
recruiting contract.  In addition, both enlistees and draftees faced the daily
harassm

ent, the brutal de-personalization, and ultim
ately the dangers and

m
eaninglessness of the endless ground w

ar in V
ietnam

.  These pressures
w

ere particularly intense for third w
orld G

Is, m
ost of w

hom
 w

ere affected by
the rising black consciousness and a heightened aw

areness of their
oppression.

These forces com
bined to produce the disintegration of the

V
ietnam

-era m
ilitary.  This disintegration developed slow

ly, but once it
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A
significant am

ount of resistance also occurred around riot control.
W

hile there w
ere individual w

hite G
Is w

ho refused riot control training, such
as Pvt. R

ichard C
hase at Fort H

ood and Pvt. Leonard W
atham

 at Fort Lew
is,

it w
as black G

Is w
ho spontaneously reacted in a m

ass w
ay against being put

in the position of being riot troops.  D
uring the sum

m
er of 1968 troops w

ere
put on alert for possible use at the D

em
ocratic convention in C

hicago, and
43 B

lack G
Is at Fort H

ood held an all-night dem
onstration declaring their

intention to refuse any such orders.  This w
as a harbinger of continued

discontent am
ong black soldiers.  D

uring the sum
m

er of 1969 black G
Is in

the 3rd C
avalry D

ivision at Fort Lew
is w

alked out of riot control classes en
m

asse, and the brass w
ere so anxious to avoid an incident that they let it pass.  

In this m
ilieu of w

idespread restlessness w
ithin the ranks, the left

w
orked to generate conscious political action.  The attem

pts m
ade w

ere
varied.  G

roups like the Progressive Labor Party and the Spartacist League
sent in individual m

em
bers to organize, but they generally isolated

them
selves and w

ere unsuccessful.  The Socialist W
orkers Party continued to

send in m
em

bers, and at Fort Jackson in 1969 w
as able to create an

organization called G
Is U

nited.  This group contained a num
ber of very

capable organizers, and in M
arch they succeeded in holding a large open

m
eeting on base to rap about the w

ar and racism
.  O

ver 100 G
Is participated

in this free-floating rap session, and the brass m
oved sw

iftly to bring the
organizers up on charges.  B

ut m
edia coverage and public support resulted

in the A
rm

y taking a different tack; they sim
ply discharged m

ost of the m
en

and scattered the others around the w
orld.  O

nce this incident w
as over the

SW
P

continued to focus on G
I rights, and w

as never again a significant force
in the G

I m
ovem

ent.  
The A

SU
 continued to be a highly visible force in this period, but it

suffered from
 the lim

itations of W
orkers W

orld politics and rarely advanced
outside of its N

ew
 York office.  W

hen it did, the results w
ere often disastrous.

A
clear exam

ple of this occurred at C
hanute A

ir Force base.  H
ere a num

ber
of airm

en and radical civilians created a paper called A
FO

U
R

 Y
EA

R
B

U
M

M
ER

 (A
FB

) and began organizing on base.  They recognized the need
for national connections, and w

ithout an understanding of W
orkers W

orld
Party influence decided to affiliate w

ith the A
SU

.  N
ational office people

then cam
e to C

hanute, and w
ithin a short tim

e created an intense split in the
group over W

W
P

politics, siphoned off a few
 m

em
bers, and left the rest of

the group in disarray.  M
ost of the new

ly-active airm
en w

ere stunned by the
political in-fighting, and several decided to think it over in C

anada.  A
s one

A
FB

 organizer w
rote later, “In practice, the W

W
P, YAW

F, and A
SU

 put very
little em

phasis on ongoing, day-to-day organizing. Instead, they rush in
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consciously cultivated by the m
ilitary.  This is done partly by creating a state

in w
hich you never know

 w
hat the reaction w

ill be if you break a particular
rule.  Thus, at tim

es m
inor infractions are treated w

ith very harsh
punishm

ent, w
hile at other tim

es they are treated lightly.  M
ajor offenses are

m
ore likely to receive harsh punishm

ent, yet they can also result in sim
ple

discharge.  It’s totally unpredictable.  The result is to keep G
Is constantly off

balance, afraid to take the slightest m
ove tow

ard resistance because there is
no accurate w

ay to judge the response of the authorities.  In a w
orld w

here
an authority has total control over your life and seem

s to exercise this control
in a com

pletely arbitrary m
anner, the safest course is to rem

ain anonym
ous. 

The years 1966 and 1967 saw
 the first acts of resistance am

ong G
Is.

G
iven the general passivity w

ithin the ranks and the tight control exercised
by the brass, these first acts required a clear w

illingness for self-sacrifice.
For the m

ost part they w
ere initiated by m

en w
ho had had som

e concrete link
w

ith the left prior to their entrance into the m
ilitary.  

The first m
ajor public act of resistance w

as the refusal, in June of
1966, of three privates from

 Fort H
ood, Texas to ship out to V

ietnam
.  The

three m
en, D

avid Sam
as, Jam

es Johnson, and D
ennis M

ora, had just
com

pleted training and w
ere on leave before their scheduled departure for

the w
ar zone.  M

ora had been affiliated w
ith the W

.E.B
. D

u B
ois C

lubs in
N

ew
 York prior to being drafted, and is generally considered to have been

the prim
e m

over behind the refusal.  The three announced a press
conference, but federal agents arrested them

 before they could m
ake their

statem
ent.  N

evertheless, the fledgling N
ew

 York peace m
ovem

ent
succeeded in giving the case w

ide publicity.  The m
en w

ere each eventually
sentenced to three years at hard labor.  

There follow
ed a series of individual acts of resistance.  R

onald
Lockm

an, a black G
I w

ho had also had previous connections w
ith the D

u
B

ois C
lubs, refused orders to V

ietnam
 w

ith the slogan, “I follow
 the Fort

H
ood Three. W

ho w
ill follow

 m
e?”  C

apt. H
ow

ard Levy, w
ho had been

around the left in N
ew

 York, refused to teach m
edicine to the G

reen B
erets,

and C
apt. D

ale N
oyd refused to give flying instructions to prospective

bom
bing pilots.  These acts w

ere consciously geared tow
ard political

resistance.  Since the G
I m

ovem
ent w

as a heterogeneous phenom
enon

reflecting m
any different trends in the civilian w

orld, there w
as also in this

period the beginning of a kind of m
oral w

itness resistance.  The first clear
incident occurred at Fort Jackson, South C

arolina, w
here in A

pril of 1967
five G

Is staged a pray-in for peace on base.  Tw
o of these G

Is refused a direct
order to cease praying and w

ere subsequently court-m
artialed.  W

hile this act
w

as never duplicated pro-form
a, it w

as the forerunner of num
erous acts of

20

be as dangerous as the N
LF.  The A

RV
N

 troops w
ould often fade aw

ay at the
height of a battle, and it w

as not uncom
m

on for them
 to turn their fire on the

A
m

ericans if the N
LF w

as m
aking headw

ay.  The feeling spread am
ong U

,
S, troops that they w

ere fighting this w
ar all alone.  These experiences

created a m
ood of despair, disgust, and anger, as G

Is turned increasingly to
dope and played out their tim

e w
ith the sim

ple hope of survival.  A
s one G

I
put it, “O

ur m
orale, m

an ? Its so low
 you can’t even see it.”  

This situation led to the rapid decay of the U
. S. m

ilitary’s fighting
ability in V

ietnam
.  The catchw

ord w
as C

YA
(“cover your ass”); as one G

I
expressed it, “You ow

e it to your body to get out of here alive.”  Low
 m

orale,
hatred for the A

rm
y, and huge quantities of dope all contributed to the

general desire to avoid com
bat.  O

ne platoon sergeant stated, “A
lm

ost to a
m

an, the m
em

bers of m
y platoon oppose the w

ar ... The result is a general
m

alaise w
hich pervades the entire com

pany. There is a great deal of pressure
on leaders at the sm

all unit level, such as m
yself, to conduct w

hat are
popularly referred to as ‘search and avoid’m

issions, and to do so as safely
and cautiously as possible.”  The brass w

atched these developm
ents w

ith
general helplessness.  A

s a brigade com
m

ander in the 25th D
ivision put it,

“B
ack in 1967, officers gave orders and didn’t have to w

orry about the
sensitivities of the m

en.  Today, w
e have to explain things to the m

en and
find new

 w
ays of doing the job.  O

therw
ise, you can send the m

en on a
search m

ission, but they w
on’t search.”

W
hile this m

alaise seriously affected the w
ar effort, the specter of

open m
utiny w

as even m
ore startling.  In 1968 there w

ere 68 recorded
incidents of com

bat refusal in V
ietnam

.  B
y 1969 entire units w

ere refusing
orders. C

om
pany A

of the 21st Infantry D
ivision and units of the 1st A

ir
C

avalry D
ivision refused to m

ove into battle.  B
y 1970 there w

ere 35
separate com

bat refusals in the A
ir C

avalry D
ivision alone.  A

t the sam
e

tim
e, 

physical 
attacks 

on 
officers, 

know
n 

as 
“fraggings”, 

becam
e

w
idespread, 126 incidents in 1969 and 271 in 1970.  C

learly, this arm
y did

not w
ant to fight.  

The situation stateside w
as less intense but no less disturbing to the

m
ilitary brass. D

esertion and AW
O

L
becam

e absolutely epidem
ic.  In 1966

the desertion rate w
as 14.7 per thousand, in 1968 it w

as 26.2 per thousand,
and by 1970 it had risen to 52.3 per thousand; AW

O
L

w
as so com

m
on that

by the height of the w
ar one G

I w
ent AW

O
L

every three m
inutes.  From

January of ‘67 to January of ‘72 a total of 354,112 G
Is left their posts w

ithout
perm

ission, and at the tim
e of the signing of the peace accords 98,324 w

ere
still m

issing.  Yet these figures represent only the m
ost disaffected; had the

risks not been so great, the vast m
ajority of V

ietnam
 era G

Is w
ould have left
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el
l r

ec
ei

ve
d.

U
nf

or
tu

na
te

ly
, V

IE
TN

A
M

 G
I 

ne
ve
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ed
 b
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on
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e 
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na

l 
st

ag
e.
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ts
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n 
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st
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f 
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on
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d 
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se
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ar
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un
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, b

ut
 th
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e 
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si
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 w
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e 

pr
im

ar
ily

 to
 a

id
 d

is
tri

bu
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

pa
pe

r. 
 T

he
re

w
as

 n
ev

er
 a

n 
at

te
m

pt
 to

 li
nk

 v
ar

io
us

 c
on

ta
ct

s t
og

et
he

r a
nd

 c
re

at
e 

so
m

e 
fo

rm
of

 o
rg

an
iz

at
io

n.
  

W
ith

 S
ha

rle
t’s

 e
ar

ly
 d

ea
th

 f
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m
 c

an
ce

r, 
th

e 
pa

pe
r 

ne
ve

r
ad

va
nc

ed
 b

ey
on

d 
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 p

oi
nt

. 
 T
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ap
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 c
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ut
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e 
po
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t w

he
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 th
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e 
w
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n-
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se
 o

rg
an

iz
in
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go

in
g 

on
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nd
 lo
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l
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pe
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 c
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in

g 
ou

t, 
an

d 
th

os
e 
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ca

l 
pa

pe
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 w
er

e 
fo

r 
th

e 
m

os
t 

pa
rt 

m
or

e
in

te
re

st
in

g 
to

 G
Is

 th
an

 a
 n

at
io

na
l p

ap
er

 p
ut

 o
ut

 b
y 

ve
ts

.  
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 b
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 c
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se
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w
as stationed at Fort H

ood and began to distribute literature w
ithin his

barracks.  The authorities reacted sw
iftly and Petrick found him

self
threatened w

ith a court m
artial.  The SW

P
focused on this as a violation of

“G
I rights”, and decided on a cam

paign for G
I rights as their strategic

approach to m
ilitary organizing.  This had tw

o flaw
s.  First, w

hile Petrick
had in fact been attem

pting to organize his barracks, the effect of the SW
P

cam
paign w

as to focus on the case as another act of individual resistance.
Secondly, w

hile G
Is certainly understood that they had no “rights”, they also

understood that this w
as not the basis of their oppression.  The w

ar, the class
system

 in the m
ilitary, the general oppression of their lives w

as far m
ore

potent to them
.  C

onsequently, w
hen G

Is did becom
e politically involved,

the issue of “G
I rights” becam

e quite m
inor.  The Socialist W

orkers Party,
how

ever, never advanced beyond this conception, and w
hile their early w

ork
helped to stim

ulate G
I resistance, they becam

e increasingly irrelevant w
hen

G
I resistance becam

e w
idespread.

The m
ost dram

atic of these early organizing efforts, and the first to
really focus on the need for collective resistance, w

as the w
ork done by A

ndy
Stapp at Fort Sill, O

klahom
a.  Stapp entered the A

rm
y independently,

experienced w
ith the civilian left but unconnected to any organization.  H

e
began rapping w

ith the guys in his barracks, giving out literature, and
gathering a sm

all group around him
.  The brass soon m

oved against him
,

dem
anded that he surrender his literature, and busted him

 w
hen he refused to

hand it over.  A
t this point his efforts at organizing could have ended.  B

ut
he appealed to a variety of left groups for support, and the W

orkers W
orld

Party in N
ew

 York cam
e forw

ard to help.  Their influence transform
ed the

nature and future of his w
ork.  Their im

m
ediate im

pact, the result of their
determ

ined presence at Fort Sill and the m
edia coverage they w

ere able to
generate, w

as to save Stapp from
 heavy repression.  H

e served 45 days at
hard labor in 1967, w

as busted again and acquitted, and w
as finally

discharged for “subversion and disloyalty” in A
pril of 1968.  

The political im
pact of the W

orkers W
orld Party on Stapp w

as
profound.  H

is w
ork had at first been courageous but unfocused.  The party

provided a focus.  They em
phasized the need for organization, and

convinced Stapp of the viability of calling for a union w
ithin the m

ilitary.
C

onsequently, a few
 m

onths before his discharge Stapp helped to found the
A

m
erican Servicem

en’s U
nion, and as a civilian he assum

ed its leadership.
Through the A

SU
 and its paper, TH

E B
O

N
D

, G
Is around the w

orld w
ere

exposed to the concept of organization, and this influence helped to stim
ulate

spontaneous organizing efforts at m
any bases.  

U
nfortunately, the long term

 effects of the intim
ate link betw

een the

22

A
SU

 and the W
orkers W

orld Party w
ere largely detrim

ental.  The W
W

P
focused its attention largely on the m

edia and on spectacular acts of
confrontation, but rarely undertook any consistent day-to-day organizing.
Ironically, they contributed the concept of organization but w

ere unable to
im

plem
ent it.  A

s a result the A
SU

 collected paper m
em

berships, circulated
TH

E B
O

N
D

 around the w
orld, but w

as never able to sustain an organization.
Its attem

pts in the next few
 years to connect w

ith local organizing groups
consistently led to sectarian battles, leaving the local efforts in a sham

bles.  
The fourth attem

pt in this period w
as the creation, by leftw

ing
civilians, of the off-base coffeehouses.  The coffeehouses represented the
first significant step by the civilian m

ovem
ent to reach G

Is.  The first
coffeehouse w

as set up at Fort Jackson in 1967, and soon afterw
ards

coffeehouses w
ere established at Fort Leonard W

ood and Fort H
ood.  These

eventually developed into a netw
ork of coffeehouses, storefronts, and

bookstores w
hich covered m

ost m
ajor bases in all four branches of the

service.  The 
original 

conception 
behind 

the 
coffeehouses, 

w
hile

fundam
entally valid, w

as faulty in tw
o regards.  First, the initial

coffeehouses w
ere located at m

ajor basic training bases, the idea being to
struggle w

ith the brass for the m
ind of the G

I during his basic training.  If the
brass w

on, this thinking ran, they w
ould have an effective killer in V

ietnam
;

if the coffeehouse w
on, there w

ould be refusals and disaffection.  B
asic

trainees, how
ever, are com

pletely isolated.  N
ot only are they restricted to

base and supervised around the clock but their training areas are even off-
lim

its to other G
Is.  C

onsequently, there w
as never a real opportunity for

organizers to relate to basic trainees.  In a sense, though, it didn’t m
atter, for

it w
asn’t the argum

ents of the brass versus the argum
ents of the coffeehouse

w
hich w

ere going to alter the thinking of these G
Is.  It w

as their concrete
experience in the m

ilitary and in the w
ar w

hich w
as going to transform

 them
into dissidents.  

The 
second 

error 
concerned 

the 
nature 

and 
style 

of 
the

coffeehouses.  The original conception w
as that by creating a sem

i-bohem
ian

counter-culture setting, it w
ould be possible to reach the “m

ost easily
organized” G

Is.  This em
phasis on culture did in fact attract in the early days

those G
Is w

ho w
ere just getting into the dope scene, but it didn’t necessarily

lead them
 tow

ard political action.  C
onsequently, the political w

ork often
floundered.  The advantage, though, of the coffeehouses and storefronts w

as
that w

hile their original strategic conceptions w
ere faulty, the form

 in w
hich

they existed w
as quite m

alleable, and thus m
ost of the projects w

ere able to
transform

 them
selves to m

eet the developing needs of the G
I resistance.  23




