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The Third International believes that in W
estern Europe during the revo-

lution there w
ill be “rifts” and scissions betw

een the bourgeois, petty-bourgeois 
and sm

all peasant parties. 
The Left W

ing believes that the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois parties w
ill 

form
 one united front until the end of the revolution. 
The Third International underestim

ates the pow
er of W

est- European and 
N

orth A
m

erican capital. 
The Left W

ing m
akes its tactics conform

 to this great pow
er. 

The Third International does not recognise the pow
er of banking capital, the 

big capital w
hich unites all bourgeois classes. 

The Left W
ing on the contrary bases its tactics on this unifying pow

er. 
A

s the Third International does not believe in the fact that in W
estern Europe 

the proletariat w
ill stand alone, it neglects the m

ental developm
ent of this prole-

tariat; w
hich in every respect is still deeply entangled in bourgeois ideology; and 

chooses tactics w
hich leave slavery and subjection to bourgeois ideas unm

olested 
and intact. 

  
L

eft-W
inger to free W

orkers’ M
inds 

 The Left W
ing chooses its tactics in such a w

ay that in the first place the m
ind of 

the w
orkers is liberated. 

A
s the Third International does not found its tactics on freeing the m

ind, nor 
on the unity of all bourgeois and petty- bourgeois parties, but on com

prom
ises 

and “rifts”; it leaves the old Trade U
nions intact, trying to unite them

 w
ith the 

Third International. 
A

s the Left W
ing strives above all for freeing the m

ind, and believes in the 
unity of the bourgeois parties, it realises that the Trade U

nions m
ust be destroyed, 

and that the proletariat needs better w
eapons. 

The sam
e m

otives induce the Third International to support parliam
entarism

. 
The sam

e m
otives also induce the Left W

ing to abolish parliam
entarism

. 
The Third International leaves the condition of slavery such as it w

as in the 
Second. 

The Left W
ing w

ishes to change it from
 below

 upw
ard; it seizes the evil at 

the root. 
A

s the Third International does not believe that in the first place the liber-
ation of m

inds is needed in W
estern Europe, nor that all bourgeois parties w

ill be 
one in the revolution, it collects m

asses around it, w
ithout inquiring w

hether they 
are really C

om
m

unist, w
ithout determ

ining its tactics, on the supposition that they 
are – as long as it gets the m

asses. 
The Left W

ing w
ishes in all countries to form

 parties consisting exclusively 
of C

om
m

unists, and determ
ines its tactics accordingly. Through the exam

ple of 
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crisis is going to be. W
ill it be as deep in England and France as it is now

 in G
er-

m
any? Secondly, this argum

ent (the “m
echanical argum

ent of the Third Internati-
onal”), has proved how

 w
eak it is during the last six years. In G

erm
any the m

is-
ery during the last years of the w

ar w
as terrible. The revolution did not break out. 

It w
as terrible in 1918 and 1919. The revolution did not trium

ph. The crisis in 
H

ungary, A
ustria, the B

alkans and Poland is terrible. The revolution did not 
com

e, or did not w
in, not even w

hen the R
ussian arm

ies w
ere quite near. B

ut in 
the third place the argum

ent turns against yourself, for if the crisis should bring 
about the revolution in any case, the better “Left” tactics m

ight be just as w
ell 

adopted. 
The exam

ples of G
erm

any, H
ungary, B

avaria, A
ustria, Poland and the 

B
alkans how

ever, all prove that crisis and m
isery do not suffice. They have the 

m
ost terrible econom

ic crisis, and yet the revolution does not break out. There 
m

ust be another cause yet, w
hich brings the revolution about, and w

hich, if it 
does not w

ork, causes the delay, or the collapse of the revolution. This cause is 
the spirit of the m

asses. A
nd it is your tactics, C

om
rade, w

hich fail to sufficiently 
aw

aken the spirit of the m
asses in W

estern Europe, w
hich does not sufficiently 

strengthen it, w
hich leaves it as it w

as. In the course of w
riting I have pointed out 

that banking capital, the trusts, the m
onopolies and the W

est-European and N
orth 

A
m

erican state form
ed by them

, and dependent on them
, as they are, unite all 

bourgeois classes, big as w
ell as sm

all, into one w
hole against the revolution. 

B
ut this force, uniting society and the state against the revolution, goes even 

further. B
anking capital itself organised the w

orking class in a previous period, in 
the period of evolution, against the revolution: educating, uniting and organising 
them

. A
nd in w

hat w
ay? In the Trade U

nions (Syndicalist as w
ell as free), and in 

the social-dem
ocratic parties. B

y forcing them
 to fight only for reform

s, capital 
turned these Trade U

nions and Labour parties into counter-revolutionary forces 
for the m

aintenance of the State and society. B
ecause of big capital, Trade U

nions 
and Labour parties becam

e props of capitalism
. A

s, how
ever, these organisations 

consist of w
orkers, and of alm

ost the m
ajority of w

orkers, and as the revolution 
cannot be m

ade w
ithout the w

orkers, these organisations m
ust be destroyed 

before the revolution can succeed. A
nd how

 are they to be destroyed? B
y chang-

ing their spirit. A
nd their spirit can only be changed by m

aking the spirit of the 
m

em
bers independent to the utm

ost degree. A
nd this can be done only by replac-

ing the Trade unions w
ith industrial unions and w

orkers’ unions, and by abolish-
ing parliam

entarism
 in the Labour parties. A

nd your tactics prevent this. 
It is true that G

erm
an, French and Italian capitalism

 is bankrupt. O
r rather: 

these capitalist States are bankrupt. The capitalists them
selves, their econom

ic 
and political organisations, m

aintain them
selves and their profits, dividends and 

new
 capital are still huge. O

nly, how
ever, by an extension of the circulation of 

paper by the State. If the G
erm

an, French and Italian States fall, the capitalists fall 
likew

ise. 
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bourgeois classes w
ill perhaps disappear, and som

e of the petty-bourgeois and 
peasants w

ill com
e to us. B

ut w
hat good is that to us? W

e m
ust determ

ine our 
tactics for the beginning and the course of the revolution. 

B
ecause this is so, and has to be so (because of the class relations and even 

m
ore the relations of production), the proletariat stands alone. 

B
ecause it stands alone, it can only trium

ph if it gains greatly in spiritual 
strength. 

A
nd as this is the only w

ay it can trium
ph, propaganda for “pure” C

om
m

-
unism

 is needed here until the very end (quite the contrary to R
ussia). 

W
ithout this propaganda, the W

est-European, and consequently the R
ussian 

proletariat, is lost. 
A

nd the sam
e holds true of the Executive in M

oscow
. 

W
hilst I w

as w
riting these last few

 pages, the new
s cam

e through that the 
International had adopted your tactics and those of the Executive. The W

est-
European delegates have let them

selves be dazzled by the brilliance of the 
R

ussian revolution. A
ll right, w

e w
ill take up the fight in the Third International. 

W
e, C

om
rade, your old friends Pannekoek, R

oland H
olst, R

utgers and 
m

yself, truer than w
hich you cannot find, on hearing of your W

est-European 
tactics, asked ourselves w

hat could have caused them
. O

pinions differed greatly. 
The one said: the econom

ic condition of R
ussia is so bad that, after all, it needs 

peace. For that reason, C
om

rade Lenin w
ants to gather around him

 as m
uch pow

-
er as possible: the Independents, Labour Party, etc., so that they m

ay help him
 to 

obtain peace. The other said: he w
ishes to hasten the general European revolution. 

Therefore m
illions have to join. That is the reason for his opportunism

. 
I m

yself believe, as I have said before, that you m
isunderstand European 

conditions, the state of things. 
H

ow
ever this m

ay be, C
om

rade, and from
 w

hat m
otives you m

ay act, if you 
go on w

ith these tactics, you w
ill suffer the m

ost terrible defeat, and you w
ill lead 

the proletariat into the m
ost terrible defeat. 

For if you w
ish to save R

ussia, the R
ussian revolution, by m

eans of these 
tactics, you collect non-C

om
m

unist elem
ents. Y

ou join them
 to us, the real 

C
om

m
unists, w

hilst w
e do not as yet have a firm

 kernel! W
ith this m

edley of 
dead Trade U

nions, w
ith a m

ass of half or quarter C
om

m
unists, in w

hich there is 
no solid kernel, you w

ant to fight against the best organised capital in the w
orld, 

w
ith all the non-proletarian classes on its side. It goes w

ithout saying that in the 
battle this m

edley w
ill fall apart, and the great m

ass w
ill take flight. 

  W
hy G

erm
an W

orkers m
ust not be D

efeated 
 

C
om

rade, a crushing defeat, of the G
erm

an proletariat for instance, is the signal 
for a general attack on R

ussia. 
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w
ith rhetoric about “m

onopolies”. It m
ay appear from

 this that G
orter has an 

obsession w
ith Finance C

apital, putting him
 in the sam

e cam
p as m

any tw
entieth 

century reactionaries, w
hether of the right or the left. 

In fact references to the “big banks” and such like are fairly few
 and far bet-

w
een in the other w

ritings of G
orter, and even in the O

pen Letter it is clear that 
w

hat he really m
eans is concentrated capital – capital w

hich is “is strong and 
w

idely organised and deeply rooted” in society – rather than ascribing any parti-
cular evil to Finance C

apital. In The O
rganisation of the Proletariat’s C

lass 
Struggle, w

ritten by G
orter and published by the K

A
PD

 in 1921, he also m
akes a 

reference to “big capital, bank capital” but also states that “capital is no longer 
organised by trades but by the factory unit” and that “the strength of capitalism

 
now

 lies in the factories”. In other w
ords, G

orter clearly understood that the 
pow

er of capital is that of com
m

odity production and not som
e clever trickery by 

the financiers. 
The problem

 is perhaps that G
orter is using a rather “G

erm
an” term

inology 
derived from

 w
riters such as H

ilferding and, m
ore im

portantly, Lenin, w
hose 

Im
perialism

, the H
ighest Stage of C

apitalism
 took m

uch of its analysis from
 

H
ilferding and m

any of its em
pirical details from

 the w
orld of G

erm
an business. 

Its ideas assum
ed that the era of “free com

petition” w
as over and that the concen-

tration of capital inevitably created m
onopoly in all areas of the econom

y w
ith 

finance capital (itself a m
onopoly) at its head. There w

as thus a grow
ing fusion of 

finance capital, industrial capital and the state. A
s m

any critics of H
ilferding have 

pointed out, this w
as largely true for G

erm
any but w

as certainly not true for the 
B

ritish Em
pire or the U

S, w
hich w

as to becom
e the dom

inant w
orld pow

er 
scarcely tw

o decades after the O
pen Letter w

as w
ritten. In the U

S econom
y, 

“vertical integration” (the creation of com
panies uniting raw

 m
aterials extraction, 

processing, m
anufacturing and m

arketing in a single entity) w
as the order of the 

day, rather than the “horizontal integration” (m
onopolies) seen in G

erm
any. 

G
orter knew

 this very w
ell – in The O

rganisation…
 he even describes vertical 

integration. 
In short, w

e should not judge G
orter too harshly just because of his choice of 

w
ords, and those w

ho fulm
inate against the financiers should not think that 

G
orter is a supporter of their cause. 
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 m
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 m
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’s
 p
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at
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 C
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, f
ro

m
 th

e 
C

om
m

un
is

t P
ar

ty
 o

f G
er

m
an

y 
(K

PD
) h

ad
 

m
an

ag
ed

 to
 a

tte
nd

; t
he

 o
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 b
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 b
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 W
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 E
ur
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 fr
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s p
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 c
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t b
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 c
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 c
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t p
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s p
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 d
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 p
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R
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 re
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 b
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s p
ar

tie
s w

ill
 st

an
d 

to
ge

th
er

 in
 o

pp
os

iti
on

 to
 

C
om

m
un

is
m

, w
ill

 n
ot

 g
et

 d
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er

 si
de

, w
ith

 a
 fi

rm
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
n 

on
 th
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f c
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 b
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not agree yet about the course that m
ust be follow

ed
34. “The period of propaganda 

is past” is a terrible lie. 
N

o, C
om

rade, this period is just beginning in W
estern Europe. There is no 

firm
 kernel anyw

here as yet. 
W

hat w
e need here is such a kernel, hard as steel, clear as glass. A

nd this is 
w

here w
e should begin herew

ith to build up a big organisation. In this respect w
e 

are here in the stage you w
ere in in 1903, or even before, in the Iskra period. 

C
om

rade, conditions here are far riper than w
e are, but that is no reason w

hy w
e 

should let ourselves be carried aw
ay, to begin w

ithout a kernel! 
For the tim

e being w
e of W

estern Europe, the C
om

m
unist parties in Engl-

and, France, B
elgium

, H
olland, Scandinavia, Italy, even the K

A
PD

 in G
erm

any, 
m

ust rem
ain sm

all, not because w
e w

ant to, but because otherw
ise w

e cannot 
becom

e strong. 
A

n exam
ple: B

elgium
. Except for H

ungary, before the revolution, there is no 
country w

here the proletariat is as corrupted by reform
ism

 as B
elgium

. If at this 
m

om
ent C

om
m

unism
 should becom

e a m
ass m

ovem
ent there (w

ith parliam
ent-

arism
, etc.), the vultures, the profiteers etc. of opportunism

 w
ould sw

oop dow
n on 

it im
m

ediately and drag it to destruction. A
nd it is the sam

e everyw
here. 

For that reason, because the Labour m
ovem

ent here is very w
eak as yet, and 

alm
ost com

pletely trapped in opportunism
, because so far C

om
m

unism
 is hardly 

anything, and m
ust fight (on the questions of parliam

entarism
 and the Trade 

U
nions, and on all others), until w

e attain the highest lucidity and clarity, until 
everything has been m

ade theoretically as clear as possible. 
A

 sect, therefore, says the Executive C
om

m
ittee. C

ertainly a sect, if that is 
w

hat you w
ant to call the kernel of a m

ovem
ent that conquers the w

orld! 
C

om
rade, there w

as a tim
e w

hen your m
ovem

ent, the B
olsheviks, w

as also 
sm

all and insignificant. It w
as because it w

as sm
all, and voluntarily rem

ained so 
for a long tim

e, that it kept itself pure. A
nd through this, and this exclusively, it 

becam
e pow

erful. W
e also w

ant to proceed in this w
ay. 

This is a question of the utm
ost im

portance. N
ot only the W

est-European, 
but also the R

ussian revolution depends on this. B
ew

are, C
om

rade! Y
ou know

 
that N

apoleon, in trying to spread m
odern capitalism

 all over Europe, w
as finally 

w
recked, and had to m

ake w
ay for reaction, w

hen he had arrived; w
here there 

w
as not only too m

uch of the m
iddle ages, but especially too little capitalism

. 
These, your m

inor assertions, are not true. I w
ill now

 proceed to the bigger 
ones, to the m

ost im
portant of all you say: that now

 the tim
e has com

e w
ithout 

propaganda to w
in the m

illions for “pure” C
om

m
unism

, through the opportunist 
policy you describe. C

om
rade, even if you w

ere right in the sm
all m

atters, if the 
C

om
m

unist Parties here w
ere actually strong enough, this w

ould be utterly w
rong 

from
 beginning to end. Pure propaganda for the new

 C
om

m
unism

, as I have often 
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34 The English C
om

m
unists for instance, w

ith regard to the m
ost im

portant m
atter of 

affiliation to the Labour Party.  

of the C
om

m
unist parties of their respective countries of origin – parties w

hich in 
som

e cases had not yet even been form
ed. This is not to deny the im

m
ense signi-

ficance of the event. The Third International prom
ised to be a revolutionary 

replacem
ent for the blood-stained Second International, m

ost of w
hose m

em
ber 

parties had supported the first w
orld w

ar. A
ll revolutionaries at the tim

e enthusi-
astically w

elcom
ed the new

 International. The Second C
ongress prom

ised to be a 
m

uch better attended event, and hence an im
portant opportunity for the B

olsh-
eviks to try to m

ake their politics the International’s. 
In “Left-W

ing” C
om

m
unism

 Lenin addressed m
ost of the crucial issues 

w
hich w

ere then being debated w
ithin and am

ong the various revolutionary 
groups in W

estern Europe. If the gist of his argum
ents sounds fam

iliar, this is 
because the tactics w

hich Lenin prescribed are still peddled in m
ore or less the 

sam
e guise by m

any of the left w
ing groups around today... C

om
m

unists m
ust not 

refuse to w
ork w

ithin the reactionary trade unions, but m
ust w

ork “w
herever the 

m
asses are to be found”. It w

as “obligatory” for C
om

m
unists to participate in 

parliam
entary elections, and if possible enter Parliam

ent itself, “for the purpose of 
aw

akening and enlightening the undeveloped, dow
ntrodden, ignorant peasant 

m
asses”. The C

om
m

unist party in B
ritain w

as instructed to offer an electoral alli-
ance to the Labour Party, or if this w

as rejected, to “urge the electors to vote for 
the Labour candidate against the bourgeois candidate”, in order to “help the m

ass-
es of the w

orkers to see the results” of a Labour G
overnm

ent. This experience 
w

as expected to “bring the m
asses over” to the side of the C

om
m

unists. Lenin 
supported the K

PD
’s policy in G

erm
any to “abandon all attem

pts at a violent 
overthrow

” of the state there if a Social-D
em

ocratic governm
ent “w

hich enjoys 
the confidence of a m

ajority of the urban w
orkers” cam

e to pow
er [Lenin, “Left-

W
ing” C

om
m

unism
, an Infantile D

isorder, Progress Publishers 1950, p94]. H
e 

criticised som
e aspects of the policy but accepted both “its basic prem

ise and its 
practical conclusions” [p93]. 

In passing, it should be noted how
 successful Lenin w

as in defending his 
political argum

ents to the delegates w
ho travelled to R

ussia from
 far and w

ide to 
attend the Second C

ongress. Every “Thesis” presented to and approved by the 
C

ongress, including the central tw
enty-one “C

onditions of A
dm

ission to the 
International”, resounded w

ith phrases plucked straight from
 the pages of Lenin’s 

pam
phlet. O

nly an obstinate m
inority – notably the tendency to w

hich G
orter 

belonged – w
ithstood the prestige that the B

olsheviks derived from
 O

ctober 1917: 
few

 then disputed that they w
ere the leaders of the first successful proletarian 

revolution in history. This blinded m
ost m

ilitants to the absurdity of such 
passages as: 

 “Y
ou m

ust not sink to the level of the m
asses, to the level of the backw

ard 
strata of the class. That is incontestable. Y

ou m
ust tell them

 the bitter truth. 
Y

ou are in duty bound to call their bourgeois-dem
ocratic and parliam

entary 
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pr
ej

ud
ic

es
 w

ha
t t

he
y 

ar
e 

– 
pr

ej
ud

ic
es

. B
ut

 a
t t

he
 sa

m
e 

tim
e 

yo
u 

m
us

t s
ob

er
-

ly
 fo

llo
w

 th
e 

ac
tu

al
 st

at
e 

of
 th

e 
cl

as
s-

co
ns

ci
ou

sn
es

s a
nd

 p
re

pa
re

dn
es

s o
f t

he
 

en
tir

e 
cl

as
s (

no
t o

nl
y 

of
 it

s C
om

m
un

is
t v

an
gu

ar
d)

, a
nd

 o
f a

ll 
th

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 

pe
op

le
 (n

ot
 o

nl
y 

of
 th

ei
r a

dv
an

ce
d 

el
em

en
ts

).”
 [p

43
]. 

 O
bv

io
us

ly
, y

ou
 c

an
no

t b
ot

h 
te

ll 
w

or
ke

rs
 th

e 
bi

tte
r t

ru
th

 a
nd

 a
t t

he
 sa

m
e 

tim
e 

fo
llo

w
 th

ei
r p

re
ju

di
ce

s. 
In

 p
ra

ct
ic

e,
 L

en
in

’s
 fo

llo
w

er
s e

nc
ou

ra
ge

 fa
ith

 in
 d

em
o-

cr
ac

y,
 p

ar
lia

m
en

t, 
tra

de
 u

ni
on

s, 
le

ft 
w

in
g 

pa
rti

es
, a

nd
 a

ll 
th

e 
ot

he
r r

ea
ct

io
na

ry
 

th
in

gs
 th

ey
 th

in
k 

w
or

ke
rs

 b
el

ie
ve

 in
, i

n 
or

de
r t

o 
re

m
ai

n 
“w

ith
 th

e 
m

as
se

s”
. 

Le
ni

n’
s o

bs
es

si
on

 w
ith

 in
flu

en
ci

ng
 a

nd
 w

in
ni

ng
 o

ve
r “

th
e 

m
as

se
s”

, p
la

in
ly

 
ev

id
en

t i
n 

th
e 

se
nt

en
ce

s q
uo

te
d 

ab
ov

e 
an

d 
al

so
 th

ro
ug

ho
ut

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f “

Le
ft-

W
in

g”
 C

om
m

un
is

m
, p

ro
vi

de
s a

 c
lu

e 
to

 th
e 

un
de

rly
in

g 
ai

m
 o

f h
is

 a
tta

ck
 o

n 
th

e 
C

om
m

un
is

t L
ef

t. 
A

t t
he

 ti
m

e 
he

 w
as

 w
rit

in
g,

 th
e 

lig
ht

 a
t t

he
 e

nd
 o

f t
he

 tu
nn

el
 o

f 
th

e 
B

ol
sh

ev
ik

s’
 st

ru
gg

le
 a

ga
in

st
 th

ei
r i

nt
er

na
l a

nd
 e

xt
er

na
l e

ne
m

ie
s a

pp
ea

re
d 

to
 

be
 d

aw
ni

ng
. O

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r h

an
d,

 th
e 

pr
os

pe
ct

s w
er

e 
lo

ok
in

g 
de

ci
de

dl
y 

le
ss

 b
rig

ht
 

fo
r t

he
 sp

re
ad

 o
f B

ol
sh

ev
ik

 re
vo

lu
tio

ns
 to

 W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e.

 T
he

 c
en

tra
l o

rg
an

s o
f 

th
e 

B
ol

sh
ev

ik
 P

ar
ty

 a
nd

 th
e 

So
vi

et
s h

ad
 m

ad
e 

th
ei

r p
ea

ce
 w

ith
 c

ap
ita

lis
m

 in
 

R
us

si
a 

an
d 

w
er

e 
no

w
 a

ct
iv

el
y 

en
ga

ge
d 

in
 im

po
si

ng
 it

 o
n 

th
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
. T

he
 

su
rv

iv
al

 o
f t

he
 is

ol
at

ed
 R

us
si

an
 st

at
e 

de
pe

nd
ed

 o
n 

re
st

or
in

g 
no

rm
al

 re
la

tio
ns

 w
ith

 
its

 b
ou

rg
eo

is
 c

ou
nt

er
pa

rts
 e

ls
ew

he
re

 in
 E

ur
op

e.
 O

ne
 w

ay
 o

f t
ry

in
g 

to
 a

ch
ie

ve
 th

is
 

w
as

 to
 c

re
at

e 
m

as
s m

ov
em

en
ts

 in
 th

es
e 

co
un

tri
es

, w
hi

ch
 c

ou
ld

 e
xe

rt 
st

ro
ng

 p
re

ss
-

ur
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s f
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r o
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 p
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 p
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 b
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 o
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) d
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 m
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s p
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 C
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s p
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e 

In
de

pe
nd

en
ts

, L
ab

ou
r P

ar
ty

, e
tc

., 
th

at
 th
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 o
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is
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ue

 th
at
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t d
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 m
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 d
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f c
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 C
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 b
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 re
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t c
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 b
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 d
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 C
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e 

tim
e.

.. 
an

d 
ne

xt
 fo

llo
w

 o
nc

e 
ag

ai
n 

yo
ur

 o
pp

or
-

tu
ni

st
 m

et
ho

ds
 th

at
 I 

ha
ve

 a
lre

ad
y 

re
fu

te
d:

 ta
ki

ng
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

 o
f “

rif
ts

”,
 o

f p
et

ty
-

bo
ur

ge
oi

s e
le

m
en

ts
, e

tc
.. 

C
om

ra
de

, t
hi

s c
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, C
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Tw
o other actions of the Third International prove clearly w

here it is drift-
ing. The first is the expulsion of the A

m
sterdam

 B
ureau, the O

N
LY

 group of rev-
olutionary M

arxists and theoreticians in W
estern Europe, that has never w

avered. 
The second section, w

hich is alm
ost m

ore serious, is the treatm
ent of the K

A
PD

, 
the O

N
LY

 party in W
estern Europe w

hich, as an organisation, as a w
hole, from

 
its very origin onw

ards, has conducted the revolution as it should be conducted. 
W

hilst the C
entre parties, the Independents, the French and English C

entre, w
ho 

alw
ays betrayed the revolution, w

ere allured by all possible m
eans, the K

A
PD

, 
the real revolutionaries, w

ere treated as enem
ies. These are bad signs, C

om
rade. 

In a w
ord: the Second International is still alive, or alive again, in our m

idst. 
A

nd opportunism
 leads to ruin. A

nd because this is so, and because opportunism
 

is very strong am
ongst us, far stronger than I could ever have im

agined, the Left 
W

ing has to be there. Even if there should be no other good reasons for its exist-
ence, it w

ould have to be there as an opposition, to counterbalance opportunism
. 

A
las, C

om
rade, if only you had follow

ed the tactics of the Left W
ing in the 

Third International; those tactics, that are nothing but the “pure” tactics of the 
B

olshevists in R
ussia, adapted to W

est-European (and N
orth A

m
erican) 

conditions! 
If only, as stipulations and statutes for the Third International, you had 

proposed and carried through econom
ic organisation in industrial organisations 

and w
orkers’ unions (into w

hich, if need be, industrial unions on a shop floor 
basis m

ight have been introduced), and political organisation in parties w
hich 

reject parliam
entarism

! 
Then you w

ould in the first place have had, in all countries, absolutely firm
 

kernels, parties that could really carry out the revolution, parties that w
ould 

gradually have gathered the m
asses around them

, through their ow
n exam

ple, in 
their ow

n country, and not through pressure from
 outside. Then you w

ould have 
had econom

ic organisations that w
ould have annihilated the counter-revoluti-

onary Trade U
nions (syndicalist as w

ell as free). A
nd then w

ith O
N

E stroke you 
w

ould have cut off the w
ay for all opportunists. For these can thrive only w

here 
there is plotting w

ith the counter-revolution. 
Then, likew

ise – and this is by far the m
ost im

portant point – you w
ould 

have educated the w
orkers into independent fighters to a very high degree, as far 

as it is possible in the present stage. 
If you, Lenin, and you, B

ukharin and R
adek, had done this, had chosen these 

tactics, w
ith your authority and experience, your strength and genius, and if you 

had helped us to eradicate the faults that cling to us as yet, and to our tactics, then 
w

e w
ould have achieved a Third International that w

as perfectly firm
 internally, 

and unshakeable externally, an International w
hich w

ould gradually have gath-
ered the entire proletariat around it, through the force of its exam

ple, and w
hich 

w
ould have built C

om
m

unism
. 
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For the m
ost part, how

ever, G
orter took Lenin’s pam

phlet at face value, as a 
dangerously m

isguided but nonetheless serious proposal of tactics to be adopted 
by the W

estern European revolutionary m
ovem

ent. A
lthough he often succeeded 

in defeating Lenin’s argum
ents, the assum

ption that this is a fraternal debate 
w

ithin the revolutionary m
ovem

ent gave far too m
uch credit to his opponent. The 

w
ord “C

om
rade” in the title is the first of G

orter’s m
any m

istakes. 
In “Left-W

ing” C
om

m
unism

 Lenin repeatedly attributed the “m
istakes” of 

the Left C
om

m
unists to their supposed youthfulness and inexperience – hence his 

characterisation of Left W
ing C

om
m

unism
 as an “infantile disorder” to be cured 

by a stern telling off from
 the B

ig D
addy of B

olshevism
. Y

et this description in 
no w

ay fits the author of the O
pen Letter. G

orter, born in 1864, six years before 
Lenin, w

as already an experienced m
ilitant and theoretician w

ith a lengthy record 
of involvem

ent in the D
utch and G

erm
an socialist m

ovem
ents. W

ithin these 
m

ovem
ents had appeared the earliest and clearest critics of international Social 

D
em

ocracy. Likew
ise, Lenin’s gibe that the Left W

ing C
om

m
unists “argue like 

doctrinaire revolutionaries w
ho have never taken part in a real revolution” w

as 
also m

isleading, since G
orter’s involvem

ent in the G
erm

an revolution of 1918 
onw

ards w
as one of the strongest foundations on w

hich his politics w
ere built. 

G
orter started im

m
ediately by taking issue w

ith the opening prem
ise of 

“Left-W
ing” C

om
m

unism
. Lenin had asserted “the historical inevitability of a 

repetition on an international scale of w
hat has taken place here” (i.e. in R

ussia), 
and had sought to “apply to W

estern Europe w
hatever is of general application, 

general validity and is generally binding in the history and the present tactics of 
B

olshevism
”. G

orter, on the other hand, constantly stressed the contrasts betw
een 

R
ussia and W

estern Europe, to defend his view
 that w

hilst the B
olshevik revo-

lution w
as appropriate for R

ussia, it w
ould not necessarily w

ork in the W
est. 

In R
ussia, G

orter argued, the w
orking class w

as able to count on having the 
large peasantry on its side in forging a m

ovem
ent w

hich overthrew
 a w

eak and 
faction ridden ruling class. In W

estern Europe, on the other hand, the w
orking 

class faced a strong and united ruling class, and could rely on the support of no 
other classes but itself. A

ll tactics of the revolutionary m
ovem

ent should proceed 
from

 this reality, about w
hich Lenin, G

orter m
aintained, w

as disastrously ill-
inform

ed. 
A

gainst the pow
erful ruling class in W

estern Europe, G
orter continued, the 

only strengths w
hich w

ill bring victory to the w
orking class are its w

eight of 
num

bers, its unity, and its revolutionary consciousness. It is necessary for the vast 
m

ajority of the w
orking class to becom

e active and class conscious fighters for 
com

m
unism

. D
epending on a m

ajority of the w
orking class becom

ing class 
conscious C

om
m

unists before the insurrection w
ould sim

ply put it off indefinit-
ely. B

ut the long term
 success of the revolution requires this. 

D
espite the em

phasis on w
orking class self-activity, though, G

orter still 
w

rote as if he saw
 C

om
m

unist revolution in term
s of creating a new

 governm
ent. 
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In
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 c
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 b
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f p
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 b
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 C
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ll 

w
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te

r t
o 
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k 
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e 
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al
 A

ir 
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Th

er
e 

ar
e 

so
un

d 
re
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s f
or

 G
or

te
r’

s s
ee

m
in

g 
ob

se
ss

io
n 

w
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e 
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n 
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le
ad

er
s. 

D
ec

ad
es

 o
f p

ar
lia

m
en
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ris

m
 h

ad
 g

iv
en

 m
an

y 
W

es
t E

ur
op

ea
n 

w
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ke
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 c
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 c
re
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e 

so
ci
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 b
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el
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g 
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o 
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w
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 c
re

at
e 

so
ci

al
is

m
 fr

om
 a

bo
ve

. T
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 C
om

m
un

is
t r

ev
ol

ut
io

n 
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 c
om

pl
et

el
y 

un
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e 
th

is
. T
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 p

er
m

an
en

t m
ob

ili
sa

tio
n 

of
 m

an
y 

m
ill
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 o
f p

ro
le

ta
ria

ns
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ne

ce
ss
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y 

ev
en
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 m

ak
e 

a 
st

ar
t o

n 
th

e 
pr

oc
es

s o
f r
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ag
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ur
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m
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an

 c
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m
un
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. 
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n,
 G

or
te

r a
tta

ck
ed

 L
en

in
’s

 id
ea

 th
at

 C
om

m
un

is
ts

 sh
ou

ld
 p

ar
ti-

ci
pa

te
 in

 p
ar

lia
m

en
ta

ry
 a

ct
iv

ity
. T

he
 d

ee
p 

ro
ot

ed
 st

re
ng

th
 o

f p
ar

lia
m

en
ta

ry
 id

eo
l-

og
y,

 a
nd

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 it

s t
en

de
nc

y 
to

 e
nc

ou
ra

ge
 p

as
si

ve
 re

lia
nc

e 
on

 le
ad

er
s, 

ca
n 

on
ly

 b
eg

in
 to

 b
e 

co
m

ba
te

d 
by

 re
vo

lu
tio

na
rie

s i
f t

he
y 

ta
ke

 u
p 

a 
po

si
tio

n 
of

 c
le

ar
 

cu
t a

bs
te

nt
io

n 
fr

om
 a

nd
 h

os
til

ity
 to

 p
ar

lia
m

en
t. 

To
 fi

gh
t c

ap
ita

lis
m

 a
nd

 c
ar

ry
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 G
or

te
r a

rg
ue

d,
 th

e 
w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 c
an

no
t r

el
y 

on
 th

e 
tra

de
 u

ni
on

s, 
w

hi
ch

 h
av

e 
al

re
ad

y 
am

pl
y 

de
m

on
-

st
ra

te
d 

th
ei

r c
ou

nt
er

-r
ev

ol
ut

io
na

ry
 ro

le
, b

ut
 m

us
t c

re
at

e 
ne

w
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

 o
f i

ts
 

ow
n,

 in
 w

hi
ch

 it
 c

an
 k

ee
p 

co
nt

ro
l o

f t
he

 st
ru

gg
le

. H
er

e 
G

or
te

r m
ad

e 
it 

cl
ea

r t
ha

t 
he

 h
ad

 in
 m

in
d 

bo
di

es
 li

ke
 th

e 
“F

ac
to

ry
 O

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

” 
cr

ea
te

d 
by

 th
e 

m
os

t r
ad

i-
ca

l i
nd

us
tri

al
 w

or
ke

rs
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
G

er
m

an
 re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 w
hi

ch
 a

t t
he

ir 
he

ig
ht

 w
er

e 
un

ite
d 

in
 th

e 
20

0,
00

0 
st

ro
ng

 A
A

U
D

 (G
en

er
al

 W
or

ke
rs

 U
ni

on
 o

f G
er

m
an

y)
, a

nd
 

w
hi

ch
 G

or
te

r b
el

ie
ve

d 
co

ul
d 

be
 fo

re
ru

nn
er

s o
f t

he
 S

ov
ie

ts
 o

r W
or

ke
rs

’ C
ou

nc
ils

 
w

hi
ch

 h
ad

 b
ee

n 
ce

nt
ra

l t
o 

th
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
 se

iz
ur

e 
of

 p
ow

er
 in

 R
us

si
a.

 H
is

 
de

fe
nc

e 
of

 th
e 

Fa
ct

or
y 

O
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 a

ss
um

es
 th

at
 fa

ct
or

y 
w

or
ke

rs
 a

re
 in

he
re

nt
ly

 
m

or
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

na
ry

 th
an

 th
e 

re
st

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
le

ta
ria

t. 
Th

is
 w

as
 a

 c
om

m
on

 p
oi

nt
 o

f 
vi

ew
 a

m
on

gs
t r

ev
ol

ut
io

na
rie

s o
f t

he
 ti

m
e.

 A
 la

te
r t

ex
t b

y 
G

or
te

r (
Th

e 
O

rg
an

is
-

at
io

n 
of

 th
e 

Pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t’s

 C
la

ss
 S

tr
ug

gl
e,

 p
ub

lis
he

d 
in

 1
92

1)
 e

xe
m

pl
ifi

es
 th

e 
G

er
m

an
 L

ef
t’s

 g
lo

rif
ic

at
io

n 
of

 li
fe

 o
n 

th
e 

sh
op

 fl
oo

r. 
To

da
y 

w
e 

re
je

ct
 th

is
 id

ea
. 

G
or

te
r d

ef
en

ds
 a

 ra
th

er
 c

on
tra

di
ct

or
y 

po
si

tio
n 

on
 tr

ad
e 

un
io

ns
. O

n 
th

e 
on

e 
ha

nd
, h

e 
ar

gu
es

 th
at

 tr
ad

e 
un

io
ns

 a
re

 in
he

re
nt

ly
 a

nt
i-w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f 

th
ei

r s
tru

ct
ur

e.
 O

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r, 

he
 a

rg
ue

s t
ha

t t
he

y 
ar

e 
to

o 
w

ea
k 

to
 fi

gh
t c

ap
ita

lis
m

. 
B

ut
 th

e 
re

as
on

 th
ey

 d
on

’t 
fig

ht
 c

ap
ita

lis
m

 is
 n

ot
 b

ec
au

se
 th

ey
 a

re
 to

o 
w

ea
k 

to
 d

o 
so

, b
ut

 b
ec

au
se

 th
ei

r v
er

y 
ex

is
te

nc
e 

de
pe

nd
s o

n 
th

e 
co

nt
in

ue
d 

he
al

th
 o

f c
ap

ita
l-

is
m

. T
hu

s t
he

y 
se

ek
 to

 p
re

se
rv

e 
it 

by
 sa

bo
ta

gi
ng

 th
e 

on
e 

th
in

g 
w

hi
ch

 c
an

 d
es

tro
y 

it 
– 

th
e 

st
ru

gg
le

 o
f t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

. U
ni

on
s a

re
 n

ot
 re

ac
tio

na
ry

 b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
ir 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
bu

t b
ec

au
se

 o
f t

he
ir 

ro
le

 in
 c

ap
ita

lis
t s

oc
ie

ty
. T

hi
s r

ol
e 

is
 n

eg
ot

ia
tin

g 
th

e 
ra

te
 o

f e
xp

lo
ita

tio
n 

an
d 

ge
tti

ng
 w

or
ke

rs
 to

 a
cc

ep
t i

t. 
U

ni
on

s a
re

 h
ie

ra
rc

hi
ca

l f
or

 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

re
as

on
 th

at
 a

ny
 c

ap
ita

lis
t b

us
in

es
s o

f a
ny

 si
ze

 te
nd

s t
o 

be
 h

ie
ra

rc
hi

ca
l, 

 
11

th
is

 is
 it

. Y
ou

 se
e,

 C
om

ra
de

, t
ha

t i
s p

ar
lia

m
en

ta
ry

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
sm

, t
ha

t i
s c

om
pr

o-
m

is
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

so
ci

al
 p

at
rio

ts
 a

nd
 th

e 
In

de
pe

nd
en

ts
, w

hi
ch

 w
e 

re
fu

se
 to

 a
cc

ep
t, 

an
d 

w
hi

ch
 y

ou
 tr

y 
to

 fu
rth

er
. 

A
nd

, C
om

ra
de

, w
ha

t h
as

 a
lre

ad
y 

be
co

m
e 

of
 th

e 
in

du
st

ria
l c

ou
nc

ils
 in

 G
er

-
m

an
y?

 Y
ou

 a
nd

 th
e 

Ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
of

 th
e 

Th
ird

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l h
ad

 a
dv

is
ed

 th
e 

C
om

m
-

un
is

ts
 to

 u
ni

te
 w

ith
 a

ll 
th

e 
ot

he
r t

re
nd

s, 
in

 o
rd

er
 to

 o
bt

ai
n 

th
e 

le
ad

er
sh

ip
 o

f t
he

 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s. 

A
nd

 w
ha

t h
as

 h
ap

pe
ne

d?
 T

he
 o

pp
os

ite
. T

he
 in

du
st

ria
l Z

en
tra

le
 h

as
 

w
el

l-n
ig

h 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

in
to

 a
n 

in
st

ru
m

en
t o

f t
he

 T
ra

de
 U

ni
on

s. 
Th

e 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s 

ar
e 

an
 o

ct
op

us
, s

tra
ng

lin
g 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 li

vi
ng

 th
at

 c
om

es
 w

ith
in

 it
s r

ea
ch

. 
C

om
ra

de
, i

f y
ou

 re
ad

 a
nd

 in
ve

st
ig

at
e 

ev
er

yt
hi

ng
 th

at
 is

 b
ei

ng
 d

on
e 

in
 

G
er

m
an

y,
 in

 W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e,

 I 
ha

ve
 fu

ll 
co

nf
id

en
ce

 th
at

 y
ou

 w
ill

 c
om

e 
ov

er
 to

 
ou

r s
id

e.
 Ju

st
 a

s I
 b

el
ie

ve
 th

at
 y

ou
r e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
 in

 th
e 

Th
ird

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l w
ill

 
co

nv
er

t y
ou

 to
 o

ur
 ta

ct
ic

s. 
H

ow
ev

er
, i

f o
pp

or
tu

ni
sm

 p
ro

ce
ed

s t
hu

s i
n 

G
er

m
an

y,
 h

ow
 w

ill
 it

 b
e 

in
 F

ra
nc

e 
an

d 
En

gl
an

d!
 

Y
ou

 se
e,

 C
om

ra
de

, t
he

se
 a

re
 th

e 
le

ad
er

s w
e 

do
 n

ot
 w

an
t. 

Th
at

 is
 th

e 
un

ity
 o

f 
m

as
s a

nd
 le

ad
er

 th
at

 w
e 

do
 n

ot
 w

an
t. 

A
nd

 th
at

 is
 th

e 
iro

n 
di

sc
ip

lin
e,

 th
e 

m
ili

ta
ry

 
ob

ed
ie

nc
e,

 su
bm

is
si

on
 a

nd
 se

rv
ili

ty
 th

at
 w

e 
do

 n
ot

 w
an

t. 
Pe

rm
it 

us
 to

 a
dd

 h
er

e 
on

e 
w

or
d 

to
 th

e 
Ex

ec
ut

iv
e 

C
om

m
itt

ee
, a

nd
 e

sp
ec

ia
lly

 
to

 R
ad

ek
: t

he
 E

xe
cu

tiv
e 

C
om

m
itt

ee
 h

as
 h

ad
 th

e 
in

so
le

nc
e 

to
 d

em
an

d 
of

 th
e 

K
A

PD
 th

at
 th

ey
 sh

ou
ld

 e
xp

el
 W

ol
fh

ei
m

 a
nd

 L
au

ff
en

be
rg

, i
ns

te
ad

 o
f l

ea
vi

ng
 th

em
 

to
 se

ttl
e 

th
is

 fo
r t

he
m

se
lv

es
. I

t h
as

 th
re

at
en

ed
 th

e 
K

A
PD

, a
nd

 h
as

 p
an

de
re

d 
to

 th
e 

ce
nt

ra
l p

ar
tie

s, 
su

ch
 a

s t
he

 U
SP

. B
ut

 it
 d

id
 n

ot
 d

em
an

d 
of

 th
e 

Ita
lia

n 
Pa

rty
 th

at
 it

 
sh

ou
ld

 e
xp

el
 th

e 
Ze

nt
ra

le
 w

hi
ch

, t
hr

ou
gh

 it
s o

ff
er

, w
as

 p
ar

tly
 re

sp
on

si
bl

e 
fo

r t
he

 
m

ur
de

r o
f C

om
m

un
is

ts
 in

 th
e 

R
uh

r r
eg

io
n.

 It
 d

id
 n

ot
 d

em
an

d 
of

 th
e 

D
ut

ch
 P

ar
ty

 
th

at
 it

 sh
ou

ld
 e

xp
el

 W
yn

ko
op

 a
nd

 v
an

 R
ev

es
te

yn
, w

ho
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
w

ar
, o

ff
er

ed
 

D
ut

ch
 sh

ip
s t

o 
th

e 
En

te
nt

e.
 T

hi
s d

oe
s n

ot
 m

ea
n 

to
 sa

y 
th

at
 I 

m
ys

el
f w

is
h 

th
os

e 
co

m
ra

de
s t

o 
be

 e
xp

el
le

d.
 O

n 
th

e 
co

nt
ra

ry
, I

 h
ol

d 
th

em
 to

 b
e 

go
od

 c
om

ra
de

s, 
w

ho
 

ha
ve

 g
on

e 
w

ro
ng

 o
nl

y 
be

ca
us

e 
th

e 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t, 
th

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

of
 th

e 
W

es
t-

Eu
ro

pe
an

 re
vo

lu
tio

n,
 is

 so
 te

rr
ib

ly
 d

iff
ic

ul
t. 

W
e,

 a
ll 

of
 u

s o
ve

r h
er

e,
 st

ill
 m

ak
e 

m
an

y 
bi

g 
m

is
ta

ke
s. 

M
or

eo
ve

r, 
ex

pu
ls

io
n 

at
 p

re
se

nt
, f

ro
m

 th
is

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l, 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

of
 n

o 
av

ai
l. 

I o
nl

y 
po

in
t t

hi
s o

ut
 to

 d
em

on
st

ra
te

 b
y 

an
ot

he
r e

xa
m

pl
e 

ho
w

 fi
er

ce
ly

 o
pp

or
-

tu
ni

sm
 is

 ra
gi

ng
 a

lre
ad

y 
in

 o
ur

 o
w

n 
ra

nk
s. 

Fo
r t

he
 M

os
co

w
 C

en
tra

l C
om

m
itt

ee
 

ha
s c

om
m

itt
ed

 th
is

 in
ju

st
ic

e 
ag

ai
ns

t t
he

 K
A

PD
 o

nl
y,

 b
ec

au
se

 fo
r i

ts
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

st
 

w
or

ld
 ta

ct
ic

s i
t d

id
 n

ot
 w

an
t t

he
 re

al
ly

 re
vo

lu
tio

na
ry

 e
le

m
en

ts
, b

ut
 th

e 
op

po
rtu

ni
st

 
In

de
pe

nd
en

ts
, e

tc
.. 

It 
ha

s d
el

ib
er

at
el

y 
us

ed
 th

e 
ta

ct
ic

s o
f W

ol
fh

ei
m

 a
nd

 L
au

ff
en

-
be

rg
 a

ga
in

st
 th

e 
K

A
PD

 fo
r t

he
 m

os
t m

is
er

ab
ly

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
st

 o
f r

ea
so

ns
, a

lth
ou

gh
 it

 
kn

ew
 th

at
 th

e 
K

A
PD

 d
id

 N
O

T 
ag

re
e 

w
ith

 th
os

e 
ta

ct
ic

s. 
B

ec
au

se
 it

 w
an

ts
 to

 h
av

e 
m

as
se

s a
ro

un
d 

it,
 li

ke
 th

e 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s a

nd
 th

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 p

ar
tie

s, 
no

 m
at

te
r 

w
he

th
er

 th
os

e 
m

as
se

s a
re

 C
om

m
un

is
t o

r n
ot

. 
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Feeble C
riticism

 
 R

ead the papers of the B
ritish Socialist Party, now

 the C
om

m
unist Party. R

ead 
ten, tw

enty num
bers of this paper; read the feeble criticism

 against the Trade 
U

nions, the Labour Party, the M
em

bers of Parliam
ent, and com

pare this to the 
paper of the Left W

ing. A
 com

parison betw
een these tw

o w
ill show

 you that 
opportunism

 is approaching the Third International, in im
m

ense m
asses. O

nce 
m

ore (through support of the counter-revolutionary w
orkers) to obtain pow

er in 
Parliam

ent. A
 pow

er after the pattern of the Second International. R
em

em
ber too 

that soon the U
SP w

ill enter the Third International, and num
erous other C

entre 
parties besides! D

o you not believe that if you com
pel these parties to expel K

aut-
sky that a sw

arm
 of tens of thousands of other opportunists w

ill com
e? The entire 

m
easure of this expulsion is childish. A

n innum
erable stream

 of opportunists is 
approaching

32 – especially since your brochure. 
Look at the D

utch C
om

m
unist Party, once called the B

olshevists of Europe. 
A

nd rightly so, taking into account the conditions. R
ead the brochure about the 

D
utch Party, how

 utterly already it has been corrupted by the opportunism
 of the 

Second International. D
uring the w

ar, and after it, and even to this day, it has 
pledged itself to the Entente. This once brilliant party has becom

e an exam
ple of 

equivocality and deceit. 
B

ut look at G
erm

any, C
om

rade, the land w
here the revolution has started. 

There opportunism
 lives and thrives. W

e w
ere utterly am

azed to hear that you 
defended the attitude of the K

PD
 during the M

arch days. B
ut fortunately w

e 
learned from

 your brochure that you did not know
 the actual course of develop-

m
ent. Y

ou sanctioned the attitude of the K
PD

-Zentrale, that offered loyal oppos-
ition to Ebert, Scheidem

ann, H
ilferding and C

rispien, but you evidently did not 
know

, at the tim
e of w

riting the brochure, that this happened at the sam
e m

om
ent 

Ebert organised troops against the G
erm

an proletariat, w
hose general strike w

as 
still spread all over G

erm
any, and in w

hich the great m
ajority of the C

om
m

unist 
m

ass strove to bring the revolution, if not to victory, (perhaps this w
as hardly 

possible as yet), at any rate to a higher strength. W
hilst the m

ass, by m
eans of 

strikes and arm
ed revolt, conducted the revolution into a further stage (there has 

never been anything m
ore hopeful or gigantic than the revolt in the R

uhr region, 
and the general strike), the leaders offered parliam

entary com
prom

ises. In so 
doing they supported Ebert against the revolution in the R

uhr region
33. If ever an 

exam
ple proved how

 dam
nable the use of parliam

entarism
 is in the revolution, 

                                                 
32 In H

alle, in one day alone, 500,000 new
 m

em
bers cam

e under leaders w
hich only a short 

w
hile before they them

selves had recognised to be w
orse than the Scheidem

ann lot. A
nd in 

Tours, three quarters of the French Socialist Party joined, w
hich until quite recently w

ere for 
the m

ost part social patriots.  
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33 C
om

rade Pannekoek, w
ho thoroughly know

s G
erm

any, had predicted this. If the leaders of 
the Spartacus League w

ere placed before the choice betw
een Parliam

ent and R
evolution, they 

w
ould choose Parliam

ent.  

the need to con and coerce the “m
em

bers” into acting against their interests as 
proletarians. B

y presenting the A
A

U
D

 (G
eneral W

orkers’ U
nion of G

erm
any) 

largely as an alternative structure to the unions G
orter is ignoring its m

ost subver-
sive characteristics. Its prim

ary difference w
ith the trade unions w

as not its rev-
ocable delegate structure. It existed to prepare for revolution, it did not negotiate 
w

ith the bosses, and it did not regroup w
orkers on the basis of belonging to a 

particular trade or industry, but on the basis of their w
illingness to fight for the 

dictatorship of the proletariat. Throughout the section on the trade unions G
orter 

seem
s to be im

plying that the ability of w
orkers to recall delegates at short notice 

is inherently revolutionary. This is a reactionary position. W
e do not just judge a 

m
ovem

ent by how
 it m

akes decisions but by w
hat those decisions are, by the con-

tent of the m
ovem

ent. 
W

e have m
ore sym

pathy w
ith G

orter’s view
s on the nature and role of the 

revolutionary party. Since their task is to help bring about a situation w
here the 

w
orking class as a w

hole is able to overthrow
 capitalism

 and exercise its ow
n 

dictatorship, C
om

m
unists m

ust organise them
selves on the basis of absolute clar-

ity and intransigent defence of C
om

m
unist principles. This ruled out, for the tim

e 
being, the m

ass organisations w
hich Lenin w

anted. 
G

orter w
as not sim

ply advocating a party w
hich led by having the best ideas. 

A
gainst the social dem

ocratic tradition, his party took the lead through action: 
 “They see our strikes, our street fights, our councils. They hear our 

w
atchw

ords. They see our lead. This is the best propaganda, the m
ost 

convincing.” 
 G

orter’s analysis of the R
ussian revolution is erroneous in tw

o respects. 
First, it assum

es that the B
olsheviks’ policies w

ere correct for the R
ussian revo-

lution. H
e goes as far as saying that “the liberation of the w

orkers m
ust be the 

w
ork of the w

orkers them
selves” is m

ore true of G
erm

any than it is of R
ussia! 

Second, it argues that there is a qualitative difference betw
een the needs of 

the proletarian revolution in R
ussia and in the W

est. C
om

pounding this error, 
m

any Left C
om

m
unists concluded that R

ussia w
as not ripe for revolution, that it 

w
as too backw

ard. This is a nationalistic approach. In places, G
orter’s concern to 

em
phasise the differences betw

een A
sia, Eastern and W

estern Europe seriously 
corrode his internationalism

, for exam
ple w

here he im
agines the R

ussian prole-
tariat saying to its Indian counterpart: “O

ur country is far m
ore developed than 

yours”. B
ut then as now

, the needs of the revolution in any one country w
ere 

dependent on those of the w
orld revolution. 

Those involved in the R
ussian revolution saw

 it as the first stage in a W
orld 

R
evolution w

hich w
ould bring socialism

 to all the w
orld’s countries, undeveloped 

or otherw
ise. Petrograd w

as a link in a chain of industrial cities stretching to B
er-

lin and G
lasgow

. The Petrograd w
orking class w

as hardly backw
ard, either politi-
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ca
lly

 o
r i

n 
te

rm
s o

f n
um

er
ic

al
 c

on
ce

nt
ra

tio
n.

 T
ru

e,
 it

 w
as

 su
rr

ou
nd

ed
 b

y 
a 

se
a 

of
 

pe
as

an
ts

, b
ut

 so
 w

as
 A

m
st

er
da

m
 if

 o
ne

 lo
ok

s b
ey

on
d 

na
tio

na
l b

ou
nd

ar
ie

s. 
W

ha
t 

w
en

t w
ro

ng
 in

 R
us

si
a 

ha
d 

lit
tle

 to
 d

o 
w

ith
 n

at
io

na
l p

ar
tic

ul
ar

iti
es

. I
m

m
ed

ia
te

ly
 

af
te

r f
or

m
in

g 
a 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t, 

th
e 

B
ol

sh
ev

ik
s, 

w
ith

 th
e 

su
pp

or
t o

f t
he

 m
ai

n 
So

vi
et

s, 
an

d 
so

m
e 

of
 th

e 
es

ta
bl

is
he

d 
ca

pi
ta

lis
ts

, s
ta

rte
d 

to
 ru

n 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

, i
.e

. e
xp

lo
ita

tio
n 

th
ro

ug
h 

w
ag

e 
la

bo
ur

. 
Th

is
 is

 n
ot

 to
 su

gg
es

t t
he

y 
w

ou
ld

 n
ec

es
sa

ril
y 

ha
ve

 su
cc

ee
de

d 
ev

en
 if

 th
ey

 
ha

d 
tri

ed
 to

 c
re

at
e 

co
m

m
un

is
m

. B
ut

 th
e 

pr
ev

ai
lin

g 
B

ol
sh

ev
ik

 v
ie

w
 o

n 
w

ha
t 

co
m

m
un

is
m

 is
 (s

ta
te

 c
ap

ita
lis

m
 m

ad
e 

to
 se

rv
e 

th
e 

pe
op

le
) m

ea
nt

 th
ey

 h
ad

 n
o 

ch
an

ce
 o

f b
ui

ld
in

g 
re

al
 c

om
m

un
is

m
. 

A
no

th
er

 e
rr

or
 is

 G
or

te
r’

s a
tti

tu
de

 to
 th

e 
de

ba
te

 o
n 

ta
ct

ic
s. 

W
ha

te
ve

r h
is

 
in

te
nt

io
ns

, w
ha

t L
en

in
 w

as
 a

dv
oc

at
in

g 
w

as
 o

bj
ec

tiv
el

y 
co

un
te

r-
re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
. 

G
or

te
r d

id
 n

ot
 se

e 
it 

th
at

 w
ay

. T
o 

hi
m

 th
e 

O
pe

n 
Le

tte
r w

as
 p

ar
t o

f a
 fr

at
er

na
l d

eb
-

at
e 

be
tw

ee
n 

co
m

ra
de

s w
ho

 b
el

on
ge

d 
fu

nd
am

en
ta

lly
 to

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
m

ov
em

en
t. 

H
ad

 
no

t L
en

in
 b

ee
n 

on
e 

of
 th

e 
fir

st
 a

nd
 c

le
ar

es
t r

ev
ol

ut
io

na
rie

s t
o 

br
ea

k 
w

ith
 th

e 
ch

au
vi

ni
st

s o
f t

he
 S

ec
on

d 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l, 

al
on

g 
w

ith
 G

or
te

r a
nd

 th
e 

G
er

m
an

 
C

om
m

un
is

ts
, c

al
lin

g 
on

 th
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
 to

 tu
rn

 th
e 

im
pe

ria
lis

t w
ar

 in
to

 a
 re

vo
-

lu
tio

na
ry

 c
iv

il 
w

ar
 o

f c
la

ss
 a

ga
in

st
 c

la
ss

? 
W

ha
te

ve
r h

is
 ro

le
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
fir

st
 w

or
ld

 
w

ar
, t

he
 p

ub
lic

at
io

n 
of

 “
Le

ft-
W

in
g”

 C
om

m
un

is
m

 sh
ow

s L
en

in
 w

as
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 
re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
. A

cc
ep

tin
g 

th
e 

la
be

l “
Le

ft 
C

om
m

un
is

ts
” 

im
pl

ie
s t

ha
t t

he
 B

ol
sh

-
ev

ik
s w

er
e 

pa
rt 

of
 th

e 
C

om
m

un
is

t m
ov

em
en

t, 
an

d 
G

or
te

r a
nd

 h
is

 c
om

ra
de

s w
er

e 
th

e 
le

ft 
of

 it
. 

In
 th

e 
pa

ge
s o

f “
Le

ft-
W

in
g”

 C
om

m
un

is
m

 a
lo

ne
, t

he
 si

tu
at

io
n 

in
 R

us
si

a 
tw

o 
an

d 
a 

ha
lf 

ye
ar

s s
in

ce
 th

e 
in

su
rr

ec
tio

n 
is

 u
nw

itt
in

gl
y 

da
m

ne
d 

of
te

n 
en

ou
gh

 b
y 

Le
ni

n’
s o

w
n 

w
or

ds
 fo

r a
 re

ad
er

 a
s s

ha
rp

ly
 c

rit
ic

al
 a

s G
or

te
r. 

To
 ta

ke
 a

 si
ng

le
 

ex
am

pl
e,

 a
t o

ne
 p

oi
nt

 L
en

in
 a

rg
ue

d 
th

at
 in

 R
us

si
a 

th
e 

tra
de

 u
ni

on
s w

er
e 

“a
nd

 w
ill

 
lo

ng
 re

m
ai

n”
 a

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 m

ea
ns

 fo
r “

gr
ad

ua
lly

 tr
an

sf
er

rin
g 

th
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f 
th

e 
w

ho
le

 e
co

no
m

y 
of

 th
e 

co
un

try
 to

 th
e 

ha
nd

s o
f t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

 (a
nd

 n
ot

 o
f 

th
e 

se
pa

ra
te

 tr
ad

es
), 

an
d 

la
te

r t
o 

th
e 

ha
nd

s o
f a

ll 
th

e 
to

ile
rs

”.
 W

hi
ch

 b
eg

s t
he

 
qu

es
tio

n,
 if

 tw
o 

an
d 

a 
ha

lf 
ye

ar
s a

fte
r t

he
 re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 th
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f t
he

 
w

ho
le

 e
co

no
m

y 
w

as
 n

ot
 a

lre
ad

y 
in

 th
e 

ha
nd

s o
f t

he
 w

or
ki

ng
 c

la
ss

, i
n 

w
ho

se
 

ha
nd

s w
as

 it
? 

Th
e 

an
sw

er
 w

as
, o

f c
ou

rs
e,

 th
at

 th
e 

m
an

ag
em

en
t o

f t
he

 R
us

si
an

 
ec

on
om

y 
w

as
 in

 th
e 

ha
nd

s o
f t

he
 B

ol
sh

ev
ik

 p
ar

ty
, n

ow
 p

ar
t o

f t
he

 ru
lin

g 
cl

as
s. 

In
 

th
e 

O
pe

n 
Le

tte
r, 

it 
do

es
 n

ot
 se

em
 to

 h
av

e 
oc

cu
rr

ed
 to

 G
or

te
r t

o 
as

k 
th

e 
so

rt 
of

 
qu

es
tio

ns
 w

hi
ch

 m
ig

ht
 h

av
e 

le
d 

to
 th

is
 c

on
cl

us
io

n.
 

A
lth

ou
gh

 th
e 

O
pe

n 
Le

tte
r n

ei
th

er
 c

ha
ra

ct
er

is
es

 th
e 

B
ol

sh
ev

ik
 p

ar
ty

 n
or

 
R

us
si

a 
as

 c
ap

ita
lis

t, 
G

or
te

r’
s t

en
de

nc
y 

w
as

 a
m

on
g 

th
e 

fir
st

 to
 d

o 
so

. 
In

 th
e 

O
pe

n 
Le

tte
r (

19
20

) h
e 

de
sc

rib
es

 L
en

in
’s

 p
ol

iti
cs

 a
s “

op
po

rtu
ni

st
”.

 In
 

19
21

 h
e 

w
ro

te
 o

f t
he

 T
hi

rd
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l, 

w
hi

ch
 h

ad
 a

do
pt

ed
 th

es
e 

po
lit

ic
s:

 
 “i

t i
s a

ct
ua

lly
 in

 to
w

 to
 th

e 
in

te
rn

at
io

na
l b

ou
rg

eo
is

ie
” 

(W
hy

 W
e 

N
ee

d 
Th

e 
C

om
m

un
is

t W
or

ke
rs

’ I
nt

er
na

tio
na

l).
 

 
13

IV
. O

PP
O

R
T

U
N

IS
M

 IN
 T

H
E

  
T

H
IR

D
 IN

T
E

R
N

A
T

IO
N

A
L

 
  

Th
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

of
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

sm
 in

 o
ur

 o
w

n 
ra

nk
s i

s o
f s

uc
h 

im
m

en
se

 w
ei

gh
t t

ha
t I

 
m

us
t d

ea
l w

ith
 it

 m
or

e 
at

 le
ng

th
. 

C
om

ra
de

! W
ith

 th
e 

es
ta

bl
is

hm
en

t o
f t

he
 T

hi
rd

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l, 
op

po
rtu

ni
sm

 
ha

s n
ot

 d
ie

d 
in

 o
ur

 ra
nk

s e
ith

er
. W

e 
se

e 
it 

in
 a

ll 
C

om
m

un
is

t p
ar

tie
s i

n 
al

l 
co

un
tri

es
. A

ls
o 

it 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

tru
ly

 m
ira

cu
lo

us
 a

nd
 a

ga
in

st
 a

ll 
th

e 
la

w
s o

f 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t i
f t

ha
t w

hi
ch

 k
ill

ed
 th

e 
Se

co
nd

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l d
id

 n
ot

 li
ve

 in
 th

e 
Th

ird
. O
n 

th
e 

co
nt

ra
ry

, j
us

t a
s t

he
 fi

gh
t b

et
w

ee
n 

an
ar

ch
is

m
 a

nd
 so

ci
al

 d
em

oc
ra

cy
 

w
as

 fo
ug

ht
 in

 th
e 

Se
co

nd
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l, 

th
at

 b
et

w
ee

n 
op

po
rtu

ni
sm

 a
nd

 re
vo

-
lu

tio
na

ry
 M

ar
xi

sm
 w

ill
 b

e 
fo

ug
ht

 in
 th

e 
Th

ird
. 

Th
is

 ti
m

e 
ag

ai
n 

C
om

m
un

is
ts

 w
ill

 g
o 

in
to

 p
ar

lia
m

en
t t

o 
be

co
m

e 
le

ad
er

s. 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s a

nd
 L

ab
ou

r p
ar

tie
s w

ill
 b

e 
su

pp
or

te
d 

fo
r t

he
 sa

ke
 o

f v
ot

es
 in

 th
e 

el
ec

tio
ns

. I
ns

te
ad

 o
f p

ar
tie

s b
ei

ng
 fo

un
de

d 
fo

r C
om

m
un

is
m

, C
om

m
un

is
m

 w
ill

 b
e 

us
ed

 to
 fo

un
d 

pa
rti

es
. B

ut
 p

ar
lia

m
en

ta
ry

 c
om

pr
om

is
es

 w
ith

 so
ci

al
 p

at
rio

ts
 a

nd
 

bo
ur

ge
oi

s e
le

m
en

ts
 w

ill
 o

nc
e 

m
or

e 
co

m
e 

in
to

 u
se

, a
s a

fte
r a

ll 
th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

in
 

W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e 

is
 g

oi
ng

 to
 b

e 
a 

sl
ow

 p
ro

ce
ss

. F
re

ed
om

 o
f s

pe
ec

h 
w

ill
 b

e 
su

pp
re

ss
ed

, a
nd

 a
ll 

go
od

 C
om

m
un

is
ts

 e
xp

el
le

d.
 In

 a
 w

or
d,

 a
ll 

th
e 

pr
ac

tic
e 

of
 th

e 
Se

co
nd

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l w
ill

 c
om

e 
to

 li
fe

 a
ga

in
. 

Th
e 

Le
ft 

W
in

g 
m

us
t o

pp
os

e 
th

is
; i

t h
as

 to
 b

e 
th

er
e,

 to
 w

ag
e 

th
is

 fi
gh

t, 
as

 it
 

w
as

 th
er

e 
in

 th
e 

Se
co

nd
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l. 

H
er

ei
n 

th
e 

Le
ft 

W
in

g 
m

us
t b

e 
su

pp
or

te
d 

by
 

al
l M

ar
xi

st
s a

nd
 re

vo
lu

tio
na

rie
s, 

ev
en

 if
 th

ey
 a

re
 o

f t
he

 o
pi

ni
on

 th
at

 th
e 

Le
ft 

W
in

g 
is

 m
is

ta
ke

n 
in

 d
et

ai
l –

 fo
r o

pp
or

tu
ni

sm
 is

 o
ur

 g
re

at
es

t e
ne

m
y.

 N
ot

 o
nl

y,
 a

s y
ou

 
sa

y 
(p

 1
3)

, o
ut

si
de

, b
ut

 a
ls

o 
w

ith
in

 o
ur

 ra
nk

s. 
It 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

th
ou

sa
nd

 ti
m

es
 w

or
se

, t
ha

t o
pp

or
tu

ni
sm

, w
ith

 it
s d

ev
as

ta
tin

g 
ef

fe
ct

 o
n 

th
e 

so
ul

 a
nd

 th
e 

st
re

ng
th

 o
f t

he
 p

ro
le

ta
ria

t, 
sh

ou
ld

 a
ga

in
 sl

ip
 in

, t
ha

n 
th

at
 

th
e 

Le
ft 

W
in

g 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

to
o 

ra
di

ca
l. 

Th
e 

Le
ft 

W
in

g,
 e

ve
n 

th
ou

gh
 a

t t
im

es
 it

 g
oe

s 
to

o 
fa

r, 
al

w
ay

s r
em

ai
ns

 re
vo

lu
tio

na
ry

. T
he

 L
ef

t W
in

g 
w

ill
 a

lte
r i

ts
 ta

ct
ic

s a
s s

oo
n 

as
 th

ey
 a

re
 n

ot
 ri

gh
t. 

Th
e 

op
po

rtu
ni

st
 R

ig
ht

 w
ill

 g
ro

w
 e

ve
r m

or
e 

op
po

rtu
ni

st
, w

ill
 

si
nk

 e
ve

r f
ur

th
er

 in
to

 th
e 

m
or

as
s, 

w
ill

 c
or

ru
pt

 th
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 to
 a

n 
ev

er
 g

re
at

er
 

ex
te

nt
. N

ot
 in

 v
ai

n 
ha

ve
 w

e 
le

ar
ne

d 
fr

om
 tw

en
ty

-f
iv

e 
ye

ar
s o

f s
tru

gg
le

. 
O

pp
or

tu
ni

sm
 is

 th
e 

pl
ag

ue
 o

f t
he

 L
ab

ou
r m

ov
em

en
t, 

th
e 

de
at

h 
of

 th
e 

re
vo

-
lu

tio
n.

 O
pp

or
tu

ni
sm

 h
as

 b
ro

ug
ht

 a
bo

ut
 a

ll 
ev

ils
; r

ef
or

m
is

m
, t

he
 w

ar
, t

he
 d

ef
ea

t 
an

d 
th

e 
de

at
h 

of
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

in
 H

un
ga

ry
 a

nd
 G

er
m

an
y.

 O
pp

or
tu

ni
sm

 is
 th

e 
ca

us
e 

of
 d

is
as

te
r. 

A
nd

 it
 e

xi
st

s i
n 

th
e 

Th
ird

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l. 
W

ha
t d

o 
I n

ee
d 

so
 m

an
y 

w
or

ds
 fo

r?
 L

oo
k 

ar
ou

nd
 y

ou
, C

om
ra

de
. L

oo
k 

in
to

 
yo

ur
se

lf,
 a

nd
 in

to
 th

e 
Ex

ec
ut

iv
e 

C
om

m
itt

ee
! L

oo
k 

in
to

 a
ll 

co
un

tri
es

 o
f E

ur
op

e.
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depends on this – that neither you, nor the M
oscow

 Executive are able to direct 
the W

est-European and consequently the W
orld R

evolution, as long as you 
adhere to these tactics. 

Y
ou ask: is it possible that you, w

ho w
ish to reform

 the w
orld, cannot even 

form
 a fraction in parliam

ent? 
  

L
abour M

ovem
ent in False G

rooves 
 W

e answ
er: this book of yours is a proof in itself that w

hoever tries to do the 
latter is bound to lead the Labour m

ovem
ent into false grooves, into ruin. 

The book deludes the w
orkers of W

estern Europe by m
eans of illusions, of 

the im
possible; com

prom
ise w

ith the bourgeois parties in the revolution. 
It m

akes them
 believe in som

ething that does not exist: the possibility of the 
bourgeois parties being divided in W

estern Europe, in the revolution. It m
akes 

them
 believe that here a com

prom
ise w

ith the social patriots and the w
avering (!) 

elem
ents in parliam

ent can lead to any good, w
hereas it brings hardly anything 

but calam
ity. 

Y
our book leads the W

est-European proletariat back into the m
orass, from

 
w

hich at the cost of the greatest efforts it has not yet escaped, but is beginning to 
escape. 

It leads us back into the m
orass, in w

hich m
en like Scheidem

ann, C
lynes, 

R
enaudel, K

autsky, M
acD

onald, Longuet, van der V
elde, B

ranting and Troelstra 
have landed us. (It m

ust inevitably fill all these w
ith great joy, and bourgeois 

parties likew
ise, if they understand it). This book is to the C

om
m

unist revoluti-
onary proletariat w

hat B
ernstein’s book has been for the pre-revolutionary prole-

tariat. It is the first book of yours that is no good. For W
estern Europe, it is the 

w
orst book im

aginable. 
W

e, com
rades of the Left W

ing, m
ust stand close together, m

ust start 
everything from

 below
 upw

ard, and m
ust criticise as keenly as possible all those 

that in the Third International do not go the right w
ay

31. 
Thus the conclusion to be draw

n from
 all these argum

ents about parliam
ent-

arism
, is as follow

s: your three argum
ents for parliam

entarism
 either m

ean very 
little, or are w

rong. A
nd, as in the Trade U

nion question, your tactics also on this 
point are disastrous for the proletariat. A

nd w
ith these m

istaken or insignificant 
m

otives you hide the fact that you are bringing hundreds of thousands of oppor-
tunists into the Third International. 
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31 Personally I believe that in countries w
here the revolution is far off as yet, and the w

orkers 
are not yet strong enough to m

ake it, parliam
entarism

 can still be used. The sharpest criticism
 

of the parliam
entary delegates is necessary in that case. O

ther com
rades, I believe, are of a 

different opinion.  

 A
nd he w

ent on: 
 “The m

ore R
ussia develops tow

ards capitalism
, the m

ore apparent w
ill be 

the bourgeois character of the Third International”. 
 The change in G

orter’s position w
as m

ainly brought about by the conflict 
betw

een the Third International and the organisation to w
hich G

orter belonged, 
the C

om
m

unist W
orkers’ Party of G

erm
any (K

A
PD

). The K
A

PD
 had been form

-
ed in A

pril 1920, as its revolutionary politics proved incom
patible w

ith the reacti-
onary social dem

ocratic ideas of the “Spartacist” leaders of the K
PD

. The Third 
International tolerated tw

o G
erm

an C
om

m
unist parties until its third C

ongress in 
June-July 1921, w

hen the K
A

PD
 w

as told it m
ust either reunite w

ith the K
PD

 or 
be expelled from

 the International. It didn’t, and w
as. U

niting w
ith the K

PD
 

w
ould have m

eant dissolving the C
om

m
unist vanguard into a party w

hich supp-
orted trade unions, parliam

ent, and the social dem
ocratic parties. The K

PD
 w

as 
not a revolutionary party, as its abandonm

ent of the overthrow
 of the bourgeois 

state w
ith a social dem

ocratic governm
ent show

s. Luxem
burg’s follow

ers had 
learned nothing from

 her assassination. 
The K

A
PD

’s response w
as to issue a “M

anifesto of the Fourth C
om

m
unist 

International”. This has nothing in com
m

on w
ith Trotsky’s attem

pt to set up a 
Fourth International – except in that they w

ere both unsuccessful. Like the O
pen 

Letter, the M
anifesto w

as published in the W
orkers’ D

readnought, during O
cto-

ber-D
ecem

ber 1921. R
eview

ing the course of events in R
ussia since 1917, the 

M
anifesto observed that “the proletarian R

ussia of the R
ed O

ctober begins to 
becom

e a bourgeois state”. Taking his cue from
 the Theses on Tactics adopted by 

the Third International in July 1921, w
hich had described “unconditional support 

of Soviet R
ussia” as “the cardinal duty of the C

om
m

unists in all countries”, 
G

orter concluded that: 
 “The Third C

ongress of the Third International has definitely and indiss-
olubly linked the fate of the Third International to present Soviet R

ussia, 
that is to say, to a bourgeois state. It has m

ade the interests of the w
orld 

proletarian revolution subordinate to the interests of the bourgeois revo-
lution of one single country... The revolutionary proletariat of the w

hole 
w

orld is today engaged in the struggle against the alw
ays-m

ore-firm
ly-

uniting international bourgeoisie, w
ithout possessing an international 

fighting organisation that w
ill represent, determ

inedly and unbendingly, the 
interests of the proletarian revolution.” 

 H
ence the K

A
PD

’s call for a new
 International. 
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 b
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To these observations I need only add that w
here I speak of the unity of party 

and class, that is attained at last, and of the possibility of the entire proletariat in 
W

estern Europe and A
m

erica becom
ing C

om
m

unist, I m
ean unity as big as poss-

ible, and a large part of the proletariat. I represent total unity and the entire prole-
tariat as the Ideal, as the goal tow

ards w
hich w

e m
ust tend, as the aim

 of our tact-
ics. In all probability it w

ill be im
possible and unnecessary to com

pletely achieve 
it. B

ut the unity of party and class, and the portion of the proletariat that has to 
becom

e C
om

m
unist, are so im

m
easurably greater here than in R

ussia, that this 
ideal in the tactics m

ust be brought to the fore
29. 

  L
enin’s T

hird A
rgum

ent 
 N

ext I com
e to your third argum

ent: the R
ussian exam

ples. Y
ou m

ention them
 

repeatedly (on pp 6-9 they occur several tim
es). I have read them

 w
ith the great-

est attention, and, as I adm
ired them

 before, I do now
. I have been on your side 

ever since 1903. A
lso w

hen I did not know
 your m

otives as yet – the connections 
being cut off – as at the tim

e of the B
rest-Litovsk peace, I defended you w

ith your 
ow

n m
otives. Y

our tactics w
ere certainly brilliant for R

ussia, and it is ow
ing to 

these tactics that the R
ussians have trium

phed. B
ut w

hat does this prove for 
W

estern Europe? N
othing, according to m

y idea, or very little. The Soviets, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, the m

ethods for the revolution and for reconstruct-
ion, all this w

e accept. A
lso your international tactics have been – so far at least – 

                                                                                                                                                                      
 A

nd to be sure, this tim
e again M

oscow
 is saying the sam

e to the C
zecho-Slovakian w

orkers. 
B

ut the R
ussians w

on in N
ovem

ber exclusively because the poor peasants no longer supported 
K

erensky! W
here, O

 Executive C
om

m
ittee, are the m

illions of poor peasants in G
erm

any, 
B

avaria, H
ungary, and in C

zecho-Slovakia? There are none. Y
our w

ords are just utter 
nonsense. The perniciousness of these M

oscow
 tactics, how

ever, does not lie solely in that 
they console the w

orkers by m
eans of a false im

age, but m
ore especially in the fact that they 

fail to draw
 the right conclusion from

 the defeat in G
erm

any, B
avaria, H

ungary and C
zecho-

Slovakia. The lesson they teach is this: 
 

“D
estroy your Trade U

nions, and form
 industrial unions, thus rendering your Party and 

your class strong internally”. 
 Instead of this lesson, how

ever, w
e only hear: “It w

ill go w
ith you as it did w

ith us!”. Is it not 
high tim

e that, against these M
oscow

 tactics , there should arise, all over W
estern Europe, one 

firm
ly organised, iron opposition? It is a question of life and death for the w

orld revolution 
itself. A

nd also for the R
ussian revolution.  
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29 W
ith regard to this w

e m
ust bear in m

ind that here w
e are alw

ays speaking of a disarm
ed 

proletariat. If through som
e reason or other, through a new

 w
ar, or later on, in the course of 

the revolution, the proletariat should once m
ore obtain arm

s, the above-m
entioned conditions 

do not count.  

I w
ish to draw

 your attention, C
om

rade Lenin, and that of the reader, to the fact 
that this letter w

as w
ritten at the tim

e of the trium
phant m

arch of the R
ussians to 

W
arsaw

. 
I likew

ise request you, and the reader, to excuse the frequent repetitions. 
They w

ere unavoidable, ow
ing to the fact that the tactics of the “Lefts” are still 

unknow
n to the w

orkers of m
ost countries. 

  

I. IN
T

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

 
  

D
ear C

om
rade Lenin, 

 
I have read your brochure on the R

adicalism
 in the C

om
m

unist m
ovem

ent. It has 
taught m

e a great deal, as all your w
ritings have done. For this I feel grateful to 

you, and doubtless m
any other com

rades feel as I do. M
any a trace, and m

any a 
germ

 of this infant disease, to w
hich w

ithout a doubt, I also am
 a victim

, has been 
chased aw

ay by your brochure, or w
ill yet be eradicated by it. Y

our observations 
about the confusion that revolution has caused in m

any brains, is quite right too. I 
know

 that. The revolution cam
e so suddenly, and in a w

ay so utterly different 
from

 w
hat w

e expected. Y
our w

ords w
ill be an incentive to m

e, once again, and 
to an even greater extent than before, to base m

y judgem
ent in all m

atters of 
tactics, also in the revolution, exclusively on reality, on the actual class-relations, 
as they m

anifest them
selves politically and econom

ically. 
A

fter having read your brochure I thought all this is right. 
B

ut after having considered for a long tim
e w

hether I w
ould cease to uphold 

this “Left W
ing”, and to w

rite articles for the K
A

PD
 and the opposition party in 

England, I had to decline. 
  

B
asis M

istaken 
 

This seem
s contradictory. It is due, though, to the fact that the starting-point in 

the brochure is not right. To m
y idea you are m

istaken in your judgem
ent regard-

ing the analogy of the W
est-European revolution w

ith the R
ussian one, regarding 

the conditions of the W
est-European revolution, that is to say the class-relations – 

and this leads you to m
istake the cause, from

 w
hich this Left W

ing, the oppos-
ition, originates. 

Therefore the brochure SEEM
S to be right, as long as your starting-point is 

assum
ed. If, how

ever (as it should be), your starting point is rejected, the entire 
brochure is w

rong. A
s all your m

istaken, and partly m
istaken, judgm

ents 
converge in your condem

nation of the Left m
ovem

ent, especially in G
erm

any and 
 

16



En
gl

an
d,

 a
nd

 a
s I

 fi
rm

ly
 in

te
nd

 to
 d

ef
en

d 
th

os
e 

of
 th

e 
Le

ft 
W

in
g,

 a
lth

ou
gh

, a
s t

he
 

le
ad

er
s k

no
w

, I
 d

o 
no

t a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 th

em
 o

n 
al

l p
oi

nt
s, 

I i
m

ag
in

e 
I h

ad
 b

es
t a

ns
w

er
 

yo
ur

 b
ro

ch
ur

e 
by

 a
 d

ef
en

ce
 o

f t
he

 L
ef

t W
in

g.
 T

hi
s w

ill
 e

na
bl

e 
m

e 
no

t o
nl

y 
to

 
po

in
t o

ut
 it

s o
rig

in
 (t

he
 c

au
se

 fr
om

 w
hi

ch
 it

 sp
rin

gs
), 

an
d 

to
 p

ro
ve

 it
s r

ig
ht

, a
nd

 
m

er
its

, i
n 

th
e 

pr
es

en
t s

ta
ge

, a
nd

 h
er

e,
 in

 W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e,

 b
ut

 a
ls

o,
 w

hi
ch

 is
 o

f 
eq

ua
l i

m
po

rta
nc

e,
 to

 c
om

ba
t t

he
 m

is
ta

ke
n 

co
nc

ep
tio

ns
 th

at
 a

re
 p

re
va

le
nt

 in
 R

us
si

a 
w

ith
 re

ga
rd

 to
 th

e 
W

es
t-E

ur
op

ea
n 

R
ev

ol
ut

io
n.

 
B

ot
h 

th
es

e 
po

in
ts

 a
re

 o
f i

m
po

rta
nc

e,
 a

s i
t i

s o
n 

th
e 

co
nc

ep
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

W
es

t-
Eu

ro
pe

an
 re

vo
lu

tio
n 

th
at

 th
e 

W
es

t-E
ur

op
ea

n 
as

 w
el

l a
s t

he
 R

us
si

an
 ta

ct
ic

s 
de

pe
nd

. 
I s

ho
ul

d 
ha

ve
 li

ke
d 

to
 d

o 
th

is
 a

t t
he

 M
os

co
w

 C
on

gr
es

s, 
w

hi
ch

, h
ow

ev
er

, I
 

w
as

 n
ot

 a
bl

e 
to

 a
tte

nd
. 

  
T

w
o 

A
rg

um
en

ts
 R

ef
ut

ed
 

 
In

 th
e 

fir
st

 p
la

ce
 I 

m
us

t r
ef

ut
e 

tw
o 

of
 y

ou
r a

rg
um

en
ts

, t
ha

t m
ay

 m
is

le
ad

 th
e 

ju
dg

-
m

en
t o

f c
om

ra
de

s o
r r

ea
de

rs
. Y

ou
 sc

of
f a

nd
 sn

ee
r a

t t
he

 ri
di

cu
lo

us
 a

nd
 c

hi
ld

is
h 

no
ns

en
se

 o
f t

he
 st

ru
gg

le
 in

 G
er

m
an

y,
 a

t t
he

 “
di

ct
at

or
sh

ip
 o

f t
he

 le
ad

er
s o

r o
f t

he
 

m
as

se
s”

, a
t “

fr
om

 a
bo

ve
 o

r b
el

ow
”,

 e
tc

.. 
W

e 
qu

ite
 a

gr
ee

 w
ith

 y
ou

, t
ha

t t
he

se
 

sh
ou

ld
 b

e 
no

 q
ue

st
io

ns
 a

t a
ll.

 B
ut

 w
e 

do
 n

ot
 a

gr
ee

 w
ith

 y
ou

r s
co

ff
in

g.
 F

or
 th

at
 is

 
th

e 
pi

ty
 o

f i
t: 

in
 W

es
te

rn
-E

ur
op

e 
th

ey
 st

ill
 a

re
 q

ue
st

io
ns

. I
n 

W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e 

w
e 

st
ill

 h
av

e,
 in

 m
an

y 
co

un
tri

es
, l

ea
de

rs
 o

f t
he

 ty
pe

 o
f t

he
 S

ec
on

d 
In

te
rn

at
io

na
l; 

he
re

 
w

e 
ar

e 
st

ill
 se

ek
in

g 
th

e 
rig

ht
 le

ad
er

s, 
th

os
e 

th
at

 d
o 

no
t t

ry
 to

 d
om

in
at

e 
th

e 
m

as
se

s, 
th

at
 d

o 
no

t b
et

ra
y 

th
em

; a
nd

 a
s l

on
g 

as
 w

e 
do

 n
ot

 fi
nd

 th
es

e 
le

ad
er

s, 
w

e 
w

an
t t

o 
do

 a
ll 

th
in

gs
 fr

om
 b

el
ow

, a
nd

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

di
ct

at
or

sh
ip

 o
f t

he
 m

as
se

s t
he

m
se

lv
es

. 
If

 I 
ha

ve
 a

 m
ou

nt
ai

n-
gu

id
e,

 a
nd

 h
e 

sh
ou

ld
 le

ad
 m

e 
in

to
 th

e 
ab

ys
s, 

I p
re

fe
r t

o 
do

 
w

ith
ou

t h
im

. A
s s

oo
n 

as
 w

e 
ha

ve
 fo

un
d 

th
e 

rig
ht

 g
ui

de
s, 

w
e 

w
ill

 st
op

 th
is

 se
ar

ch
-

in
g.

 T
he

n 
m

as
s a

nd
 le

ad
er

 w
ill

 b
e 

re
al

ly
 o

ne
. T

hi
s, 

an
d 

no
th

in
g 

el
se

, i
s w

ha
t t

he
 

G
er

m
an

 a
nd

 E
ng

lis
h 

Le
ft 

W
in

g,
 w

ha
t w

e 
ou

rs
el

ve
s, 

m
ea

n 
by

 th
es

e 
w

or
ds

. 
A

nd
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

ho
ld

s g
oo

d 
fo

r y
ou

r s
ec

on
d 

re
m

ar
k,

 th
at

 th
e 

le
ad

er
 sh

ou
ld

 
fo

rm
 o

ne
 u

ni
te

d 
w

ho
le

 w
ith

 c
la

ss
 a

nd
 m

as
s. 

W
e 

qu
ite

 a
gr

ee
 w

ith
 y

ou
. B

ut
 th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
is

 to
 fi

nd
 a

nd
 re

ar
 le

ad
er

s t
ha

t a
re

 re
al

ly
 o

ne
 w

ith
 th

e 
m

as
se

s. 
Th

is
 c

an
 

on
ly

 b
e 

ac
co

m
pl

is
he

d 
by

 th
e 

m
as

se
s, 

th
e 

po
lit

ic
al

 p
ar

tie
s a

nd
 th

e 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s, 

by
 m

ea
ns

 o
f t

he
 m

os
t s

ev
er

e 
st

ru
gg

le
, a

ls
o 

in
w

ar
dl

y.
 A

nd
 th

e 
sa

m
e 

ho
ld

s g
oo

d 
fo

r 
iro

n 
di

sc
ip

lin
e,

 a
nd

 st
ro

ng
 c

en
tra

lis
at

io
n.

 W
e 

w
an

t t
he

m
 a

ll 
rig

ht
, b

ut
 n

ot
 u

nt
il 

w
e 

ha
ve

 th
e 

rig
ht

 le
ad

er
s. 

Th
is

 se
ve

re
st

 o
f a

ll 
st

ru
gg

le
s, 

w
hi

ch
 is

 n
ow

 b
ei

ng
 fo

ug
ht

 
m

os
t s

tre
nu

ou
sl

y 
in

 G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
En

gl
an

d,
 th

e 
tw

o 
co

un
tri

es
 w

he
re

 C
om

m
un

is
m

 
is

 n
ea

re
st

 to
 it

s r
ea

lis
at

io
n,

 c
an

 o
nl

y 
be

 h
ar

m
ed

 b
y 

yo
ur

 sc
of

fin
g.

 Y
ou

r a
tti

tu
de

 
pa

nd
er

s t
o 

th
e 

op
po

rtu
ni

st
 e

le
m

en
ts

 in
 th

e 
Th

ird
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l. 

B
y 

th
is

 sc
of

fin
g,

 
yo

u 
ab

et
 th

e 
op

po
rtu

ni
st

 e
le

m
en

ts
 in

 th
e 

Th
ird

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l. 

 
17

of
 it

s n
ec

es
sa

ry
 st

ip
ul

at
io

ns
. W

ho
ev

er
 w

is
he

s t
o 

co
nd

uc
t t

he
 W

es
t- 

Eu
ro

pe
an

 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

ac
co

rd
in

g 
to

 th
e 

ta
ct

ic
s a

nd
 b

y 
th

e 
ro

ad
 o

f t
he

 R
us

si
an

 re
vo

lu
tio

n,
 is

 
no

t q
ua

lif
ie

d 
to

 le
ad

 it
. 

  T
he

 L
ef

t W
in

g 
T

ac
tic

s 
 Fr

om
 th

es
e 

W
es

t-E
ur

op
ea

n,
 a

nd
 to

 so
m

e 
ex

te
nt

 a
ls

o 
fr

om
 th

e 
A

m
er

ic
an

 a
nd

 
A

ng
lo

-C
ol

on
ia

l r
el

at
io

ns
, i

t i
s t

he
re

fo
re

 p
er

fe
ct

ly
 o

bv
io

us
 th

at
 th

er
e 

is
 o

nl
y 

on
e 

ki
nd

 o
f t

ac
tic

s t
ha

t i
n 

W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e 

(a
nd

 N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
a)

 c
an

 le
ad

 to
 v

ic
to

ry
, 

an
d 

th
es

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
ta

ct
ic

s o
f t

he
 L

ef
t W

in
g,

 in
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 w

hi
ch

 I 
sp

ea
k.

 F
or

 th
es

e 
cl

ai
m

 th
at

 th
e 

le
ad

er
s s

ha
ll 

ha
ve

 re
la

tiv
el

y 
lit

tle
 p

ow
er

 in
 re

la
tio

n 
to

 th
e 

cl
as

s, 
an

d 
th

e 
cl

as
s s

ha
ll 

ha
ve

 re
la

tiv
el

y 
fa

r g
re

at
er

 p
ow

er
. T

he
y 

sa
y 

th
at

 fo
r t

he
 ti

m
e 

be
in

g 
th

e 
cl

as
s a

nd
 th

e 
re

st
 o

f t
he

 m
as

se
s c

an
no

t b
e 

on
e.

 T
he

y 
cl

ai
m

 th
at

 th
e 

en
tir

e 
cl

as
s 

sh
al

l b
ec

om
e 

tru
ly

 C
om

m
un

is
t, 

th
ro

ug
h 

tru
ly

 C
om

m
un

is
t p

ro
pa

ga
nd

a,
 th

at
 th

er
e-

fo
re

 p
ar

ty
 a

nd
 c

la
ss

 sh
al

l b
ec

om
e 

on
e.

 T
he

se
, i

n 
or

de
r t

o 
ob

ta
in

 th
at

 e
nd

, w
is

h 
to

 
de

st
ro

y 
th

e 
bo

ur
ge

oi
s T

ra
de

 U
ni

on
s, 

an
d 

re
pl

ac
e 

th
em

 b
y 

C
om

m
un

is
t i

nd
us

tri
al

 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
, t

hu
s m

ak
in

g 
th

os
e 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

, s
ub

st
itu

te
s f

or
 th

e 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s, 

th
e 

gr
ea

te
st

 o
f c

la
ss

 o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 (i

n 
G

er
m

an
y 

th
ey

 n
um

be
r t

en
 m

ill
io

n 
pr

ol
et

ar
-

ia
ns

 a
lre

ad
y)

, e
qu

al
 to

 th
e 

cl
as

s. 
Th

ey
 a

re
 a

ga
in

st
 p

ar
lia

m
en

ta
ris

m
, t

hu
s m

ak
in

g 
ev

er
y 

w
or

ke
r, 

an
d 

co
ns

eq
ue

nt
ly

 th
e 

en
tir

e 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

t, 
in

de
pe

nd
en

tly
 re

vo
lu

tio
n-

ar
y,

 w
hi

ch
 is

 to
 sa

y 
C

om
m

un
is

t. 
Th

ey
, t

he
 L

ef
t p

ar
ty

, a
ct

 in
 p

er
fe

ct
 a

cc
or

da
nc

e 
th

er
ef

or
e 

w
ith

 c
la

ss
 re

la
tio

ns
 

as
 th

ey
 re

al
ly

 a
re

 in
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 a

nd
 a

re
 e

nt
ire

ly
 in

 th
e 

rig
ht

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

Ex
e-

cu
tiv

e 
C

om
m

itt
ee

, t
he

 C
on

gr
es

s o
f t

he
 T

hi
rd

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l, 
an

d 
yo

u,
 C

om
ra

de
 

Le
ni

n.
 

O
nl

y 
qu

ite
 re

ce
nt

ly
 y

ou
 sa

id
 to

 a
 B

rit
is

h 
de

le
ga

tio
n 

th
at

 in
 E

ng
la

nd
 a

 q
ui

te
 

sm
al

l C
om

m
un

is
t P

ar
ty

 w
ou

ld
 b

e 
ab

le
 to

 a
cc

om
pl

is
h 

th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n.
 H

er
e,

 a
ga

in
, 

yo
u 

sp
ea

k 
as

 a
 R

us
si

an
, a

nd
 ju

dg
e 

th
in

gs
 b

e 
th

e 
R

us
si

an
 e

xa
m

pl
e.

 A
nd

 it
 is

 o
n 

su
ch

 m
is

ta
ke

n 
no

tio
ns

 th
at

 th
e 

ta
ct

ic
s o

f t
he

 E
xe

cu
tiv

e 
an

d 
of

 th
e 

In
te

rn
at

io
na

l a
re

 
ba

se
d!

27
. 

Th
os

e 
ho

w
ev

er
 w

ho
 th

in
k,

 a
nd

 sa
y,

 a
nd

 p
ro

pa
ga

te
 th

es
e 

vi
ew

s, 
do

 n
ot

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 c
la

ss
 re

la
tio

ns
 in

 W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e 

an
d 

N
or

th
 A

m
er

ic
a28

. 
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
 

27
 I 

po
in

t o
ut

 h
er

e 
th

e 
co

nt
ra

di
ct

io
n 

be
tw

ee
n 

th
is

 o
pi

ni
on

 a
nd

 th
e 

ef
fo

rt 
of

 w
in

ni
ng

 m
ill

io
ns

 o
f 

w
av

er
in

g 
el

em
en

ts
 to

 th
e 

Th
ird

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l. 
Th

is
 c

on
tra

di
ct

io
n 

is
 a

no
th

er
 p

ro
of

 o
f t

he
 o

pp
or

-
tu

ni
sm

 o
f y

ou
r t

ac
tic

s. 
28

 A
 v

er
y 

st
ro

ng
 p

ro
of

 o
f h

ow
 th

e 
B

oa
rd

 o
f t

he
 T

hi
rd

 In
te

rn
at

io
na

l j
ud

ge
s a

ll 
th

in
gs

 fr
om

 th
e 

R
us

si
an

 st
an

dp
oi

nt
, i

s t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g:
 a

fte
r t

he
 G

er
m

an
 re

vo
lu

tio
n 

ha
d 

be
en

 b
ea

te
n 

do
w

n,
 a

fte
r 

th
e 

B
av

ar
ia

n 
an

d 
H

un
ga

ria
n 

re
vo

lu
tio

ns
 h

ad
 b

ee
n 

cr
us

he
d,

 M
os

co
w

 sa
id

 to
 th

e 
G

er
m

an
 a

nd
 

H
un

ga
ria

n 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

t: 
 

“B
e 

co
m

fo
rte

d,
 a

nd
 b

ea
r u

p,
 fo

r i
n 

M
ar

ch
 a

nd
 Ju

ly
 1

91
7,

 w
e 

w
er

e 
al

so
 d

ef
ea

te
d;

 b
ut

 in
 

N
ov

em
be

r w
e 

w
on

. A
s i

t w
en

t w
ith

 u
s, 

it 
w

ill
 g

o 
w

ith
 y

ou
”.

 
 

64



They, both of them
, party as w

ell as A
rbeiter-U

nion, each in its ow
n sphere, 

and w
ith every possible m

utual support, m
ust do all they can to prepare the class. 

For the tim
e being, Party and U

nion are separate as yet. For, like all Trade U
ni-

ons, the U
nion also has to fight for sm

all im
provem

ents, and is therefore const-
antly exposed to opportunist and reform

ist influences. O
nly a truly C

om
m

unist 
party can subordinate everything to the revolution. 

From
 the necessity of this developm

ent in W
estern Europe (w

hich has 
sprung up through the pow

er of banking capital), it is also clearly evident that 
those w

ho already now
 in the beginning and course of the revolution w

ish to 
place the A

rbeiter-U
nion, the Industrial U

nion, the industrial organisation, above 
the Party, or w

ho even w
ish to abolish the latter, are w

rong. 
G

radually, as the Party grow
s stronger, as the U

nion grow
s, as the class 

becom
es m

ore and m
ore C

om
m

unist, as the revolution approaches its goal, class, 
party and A

rbeiter-U
nion or Industrial U

nion closely approach one another. In the 
end the Party, the U

nion and the class are all equivalent, and are blended into one 
w

hole. 
Finally, of course, the pow

er and the unity of all bourgeois classes, and the 
necessary unity of the entire proletariat, m

ake strong centralisation and strict 
discipline, in the Party as w

ell as in the U
nion, absolutely necessary. 

It is the task of the G
erm

an and English, the W
est-European and A

m
erican 

proletariat to com
bine centralisation and discipline w

ith the strictest control of, 
w

ith pow
er over, the leadership. 

For only thus can the W
est-European and A

m
erican proletariat conquer, 

through the blending of centralisation in the leadership, and the control of the 
m

em
bership. 
It need hardly be explained here that also after the revolution the dictatorship 

of the entire class, and the C
om

m
unist spirit of the w

hole proletariat in W
estern 

Europe and A
m

erica are absolutely necessary. For here the counter revolution is 
so pow

erful, that if these tw
o conditions w

ere not fulfilled – if, for instance, a 
new

 class of rulers sprung up, out of the intellectuals and the bureaucracy – the 
revolution w

ould soon perish. N
ow

 already the tactics m
ust be on the lookout to 

prevent this. 
H

ow
 different from

 R
ussia all this is! 

H
ow

 different from
 R

ussia w
here, as a result of the econom

ic conditions, as 
a result of class relations – and rightly, therefore – a handful of people rule the 
Party, w

here an infinitesim
ally sm

all party rules the class, and a m
inutely sm

all 
class the entire nation; w

here no A
rbeiter-U

nion is needed, w
here the class, and 

the great m
ajority of the rem

aining w
orking m

asses, the sm
all peasants, w

ere one 
w

ith the revolution! 
W

hoever fails to understand from
 the productive and class relations of W

est-
ern Europe w

hat the relations betw
een the leaders, the party, the class and the 

m
asses are, does not understand a thing of the revolution in W

estern Europe, nor 
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For it is one of the m
eans by w

hich elem
ents in the Spartacus League and in 

the B
SP, and also in the C

om
m

unist Parties in m
any other countries, im

pose upon 
the w

orkers, w
hen they say that the entire question of m

asses and leader is 
absurd, is “nonsense and childishness”. Through this phrase they avoid, and w

ish 
to avoid, all criticism

 of them
selves, the leaders. It is by m

eans of this phrase of 
an iron discipline and centralisation, that they crush the opposition. A

nd this 
opportunism

 is abetted by you. 
Y

ou should not do this, C
om

rade. W
e are only in the introductory stage yet, 

here in W
estern Europe. A

nd in that stage it is better to encourage the fighters 
than the rulers. 

I only touch on this quite perfunctorily here. In the course of this w
riting I 

w
ill deal w

ith this m
atter m

ore at length. There is a deeper reason yet w
hy I 

cannot agree w
ith your brochure. It is the follow

ing :- 
  

D
ifference betw

een R
ussia and W

. E
urope 

 
O

n reading your pam
phlets, brochures and books, nearly all of w

hich w
ritings 

filled us w
ith adm

iration and approbation, w
e M

arxists of W
estern Europe invari-

ably cam
e to a point w

here w
e suddenly grew

 w
ary, and on the look-out for a 

m
ore detailed explanation; and if w

e failed to find this explanation, w
e accepted 

the statem
ent but grudgingly, w

ith all due reservations. This w
as your statem

ent 
regarding the w

orkers and the poor peasants. It occurs often, very often. A
nd you 

alw
ays m

ention both these categories as revolutionary factors all the w
orld over. 

A
nd now

here, at least as far as I have read, is there a clear and outspoken recog-
nition of the im

m
ense difference w

hich prevails in the m
atter betw

een R
ussia 

(and a few
 other countries in Eastern Europe) and W

estern Europe (that is to say 
G

erm
any, France, England, B

elgium
, H

olland, Sw
itzerland, and the Scandinavian 

countries, and perhaps even Italy). A
nd yet, in m

y opinion, the fundam
ental diff-

erence betw
een your conception of the tactics concerning Trade U

nionism
 and 

Parliam
entarism

, and that of the so-called Left W
ing in W

estern Europe, lies 
m

ainly in this point. 
O

f course you know
 this difference as w

ell as I do, only you failed to draw
 

from
 it the conclusions for the tactics in W

estern Europe, at least as far as I am
 

able to judge from
 your w

orks. These conclusions you have not taken into consid-
eration, and consequently your judgem

ent on these W
est- European tactics is 

false
1. 

                                                 

 
18 1 In State and Revolution, for instance, you w

rite (page 67): “The greatest m
ajority of the 

peasantry in every capitalist country that has any peasantry at all, is oppressed by the 
governm

ent, and is thirsting for the latter’s overthrow
, for a ‘cheap’ governm

ent. The 
proletariat is called upon to carry this into execution ...”. The trouble is, how

ever, that the 
peasantry does not thirst for C

om
m

unism
.  
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 o
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n 
th
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. B

es
id

es
 th

e 
po

lit
ic

al
 

pa
rty

 w
e 
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ve
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s o

ur
 w

ea
po

n 
th

e 
A
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ei

te
r-

U
ni

on
, b
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ed

 o
n 
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e 

in
du

st
ria

l o
rg

an
-

is
at

io
n.

 W
ha

t t
he

 p
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 fo
r p

ol
iti

ca
l a

ct
io

n,
 th

e 
U

ni
on

 is
 fo

r e
co

no
m

ic
 a

ct
io

n.
 

A
nd

 ju
st
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s t
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 n
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er

ic
al
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nd

 c
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tio

ns
 fo

r G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
-

op
e,

 w
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ch
 I 
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 q
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d,

 c
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ar
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 d
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on
st
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te
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e 

pa
rty

 c
an

no
t e

xe
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e 
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e 

di
ct

at
or
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o 

th
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e 
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, t
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 c

la
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ns

, t
hi

s u
ni
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f a
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ur
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oi

s 
cl
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se

s a
ga

in
st

 th
e 
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vo

lu
tio
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 th
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ev
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bl
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ity

 o
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 p

ro
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t a
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in
st
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an

d 
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 n

ec
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f t
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 e

nt
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 c
la

ss
 e

xe
rc
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in

g 
th

e 
di

ct
at

or
sh

ip
, a

nd
 b

ec
om

in
g 

fo
r 

th
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m
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t p
ar

t C
om

m
un

is
t, 

de
m

on
st

ra
te

 th
e 

iro
n 

ne
ce

ss
ity
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at
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Tr
ad

e 
U

ni
on

, 
no

r A
rb
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te

r-
U
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on

 o
r I

nd
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tri
al

 L
ea
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U
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r S
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ar
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em
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t 
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n 
ev

er
 p
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m
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 e
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th
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 T
he

 q
uo

ta
tio

ns
 a

re
 fr

om
 R

ad
ek

. 



follow
s, as I have show

n above, that the relative im
portance of the class, as oppo-

sed to the pow
er of leaders, m

ust be very great; that the pow
er of the leaders, w

ith 
regard to that of the class, m

ust be sm
all, and likew

ise that in all likelihood in 
G

erm
any pow

er cannot com
e into the hands of som

e few
 leaders. 

If w
e consider the character of G

erm
an industry, its concentration in great 

num
bers of centres, this goes w

ithout saying. H
ow

 great, how
 num

erous the 
leadership w

ill be, cannot as yet be ascertained – it can only be stated that it w
ill 

be extended over a great num
ber of persons. 

A
nd thus, after G

erm
any, it is in the first place in England – and, though to a 

lesser degree, all over W
estern Europe. 

A
nd this fact that the entire class m

ust exercise its dictatorship, how
 does it 

affect the C
om

m
unist Party? 

From
 this fact follow

s that the task of the C
om

m
unist Party in W

estern Eur-
ope consists alm

ost exclusively of preparing the class and m
aking it conscious for 

the revolution and the dictatorship. 
In all its actions and all its tactics the Party m

ust alw
ays bear in m

ind that the 
revolution m

ust be m
ade, and the dictatorship exercised not by the Party alone, 

but by the class. 
The task can only be fulfilled if the C

om
m

unist Party consists of politically 
truly conscious and convinced revolutionaries, w

ho are ready for any deed, any 
sacrifice, and if all the half- baked and w

avering elem
ents are kept off by m

eans 
of its program

m
e, by action, and especially by the very tactics. 

For only thus, only by preserving this purity, the Party w
ill be able to m

ake 
the class truly revolutionary and C

om
m

unist, through its propaganda, its slogans, 
and by taking the lead in all actions. The Party can take the lead only by being 
alw

ays absolutely pure itself. 
H

ow
 large the C

om
m

unist Party w
ill becom

e through this action cannot be 
predeterm

ined. W
e desire, of course, that it m

ay be as big as possible. B
ut the 

entire tactics and the entire struggle m
ust be dom

inated by this principle: better a 
thousand m

em
bers that are good, than a hundred thousand that are bad. For these 

latter cannot accom
plish the revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat. 

It all depends on the purity and the firm
ness of the C

om
m

unist Party, how
 

far its pow
er w

ill reach, and how
 m

uch it w
ill influence the m

asses. A
lso, the 

quality of the leaders depends to som
e degree on its tactics. 

In other w
ords, C

om
rade Lenin, w

e m
ust never follow

 the tactics you foll-
ow

ed in 1902 and 1903, w
hen you form

ed the Party that has m
ade the revolution. 

 
 M

enshevist T
actics w

ould ruin Proletariat 
 A

ll the social dem
ocrats of R

ussia at that tim
e w

ere of the opinion that a proletar-
ian organisation ought to be created, and they agreed that this organisation w

as to 
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the position of the poor peasants w
as far m

ore terrible. W
ith you, therefore, the 

poor peasants had a political, revolutionary program
m

e, and w
ere organised in a 

political, revolutionary party: w
ith the social-revolutionaries. W

ith us this is 
now

here the case. M
oreover, in R

ussia there w
as an enorm

ous am
ount of landed 

property to be divided, large estates, crow
n lands, governm

ent land, and the 
estates held by the m

onasteries. B
ut the C

om
m

unists of W
estern Europe, w

hat 
can they offer to the poor peasants, to w

in them
 to their side? 

  
N

othing to O
ffer Peasants 

 
G

erm
any counted, before the w

ar, from
 four to five m

illion poor peasants (up to 
tw

o hectares). O
nly eight or nine m

illions, how
ever, w

ere em
ployed in actual 

large-scale industries (over 100 hectares). If the C
om

m
unists w

ere to divide all of 
these, the poor peasants w

ould still be poor peasants, as the seven or eight m
illion 

field-labourers also claim
 their share. A

nd they cannot even divide them
, as they 

w
ill use them

 as large-scale industries 2. 
These num

bers show
 that in W

estern Europe there are com
paratively few

 
poor peasants; that, therefore, the auxiliary forces, if there w

ere any at all, w
ould 

be very few
 in num

bers. 
The C

om
m

unists in G
erm

any, therefore, except in relatively insignificant 
regions, do not even have the m

eans to w
in over the poor peasants. For the m

ed-
ium

 and sm
all industries w

ill surely not be expropriated. A
nd it is practically the 

sam
e in the case of the four or five m

illion poor peasants in France, and also for 
Sw

itzerland, B
elgium

, H
olland, and tw

o of the Scandinavian countries 3. Every-
w

here sm
all and m

edium
 sized industry prevails. A

nd even in Italy there is no 
absolute certainty; not to m

ention England, w
hich counts only som

e one or tw
o 

hundred thousand peasants. 
N

either w
ill they be attracted by the prom

ise that under C
om

m
unism

 they 
w

ill be exem
pt from

 rent-paying and m
ortgage-rent. For w

ith C
om

m
unism

 they 
see the approach of civil w

ar, the loss of m
arkets, and general destruction. 

U
nless, therefore, there should com

e a crisis far m
ore terrible than the pres-

ent one in G
erm

any, a crisis, indeed, far exceeding the horrors of any other crises 
that ever w

ere before, the poor peasants in W
estern Europe w

ill side w
ith C

apital-
ism

, as long as it has any life left 4. 
 

                                                 
2 The Agrarian Theses of M

oscow
 acknow

ledges this. 
3 I have no statistical data for Sw

eden and Spain. 

 
20 4 In the brochure, The W

orld Revolution, I have em
phatically pointed out this difference 

betw
een R

ussia and W
estern Europe. The developm

ent of the G
erm

an R
evolution has proved 

that m
y judgm

ent w
as even too optim

istic. In Italy it is possible that the poor peasants w
ill 

side w
ith the proletariat.  
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iff
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to
 R
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Po
ss

ib
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 y
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 w
ill
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om
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de

 L
en

in
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t t

hi
s w

as
 th
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ca

se
 in

 R
us

si
a.

 
Th

er
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al
so

 th
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pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t h
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th
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re
vo

lu
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n 
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 o

nl
y 
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r t
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vo
lu
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s j
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ou
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 ri
gh
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an
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iff
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Y
ou

 k
ne
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 w
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ol

ut
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ce
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in
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at
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pe
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an
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 w
ou
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 k
ne

w
 th

at
 K
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 c
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 n
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 c
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 b
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 y
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 w
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in
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em
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se
 o
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 fe
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f t
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 p

ro
le
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W

e,
 o

n 
th

e 
ot

he
r 

ha
nd

, a
re

 c
er
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 th
at
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r s

om
e 

tim
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to
 c
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e 

th
e 

po
or
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ea
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al
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ve

r W
es

te
rn

 
Eu
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pe
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 C
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m
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 p
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 p
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f p
ro
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 th
at
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de
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s y
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bo
ur

ge
oi
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 to
 c

om
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ro
un

d.
 T

ha
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ef
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e,
 th
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pl
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of
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e 
po

or
 p

ea
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nt
s i

n 
R
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si
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w

ill
 h

er
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be
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e 
pr
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et
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ia

ns
, s
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th
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 th

er
e 

is
 h

el
p 

al
l t

he
 sa

m
e.

 T
hi

s r
ep
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at

io
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 a

ls
o 

fu
nd

am
en

ta
lly

 w
ro

ng
, a

nd
 th
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se
 d
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en
ce
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 p
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 b
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G
er

m
an
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f C
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 p
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 d
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 d
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 d
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, p
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right w
ay. O

nly you should not – either in this sm
all m

atter, or in the great quest-
ion of parliam

entarism
 – force on us w

hat w
as good in R

ussia but leads to 
destruction here. 

Finally I have only one rem
ark to m

ake: you say, and you have often upheld 
it, that in W

estern Europe the revolution can only begin A
FTER

 these low
er 

classes adjacent to the proletariat have been sufficiently shaken, neutralised or 
w

on over. A
s I have dem

onstrated that they cannot be shaken, neutralised or w
on 

at the beginning of the revolution, this latter, if your statem
ent w

as correct, w
ould 

be im
possible. This has been told to m

e over and over again, from
 your side, and 

also by C
om

rade Zinoviev. Fortunately, how
ever, here also your observation in 

the m
ost im

portant of questions w
hich determ

ine the revolution, is false. A
nd it 

again proves that you see all things exclusively from
 the East-European point of 

view
. I w

ill m
ake this clear in the last chapter. 

I herew
ith believe to have proved that your second argum

ent for parliam
ent-

arism
 is for the m

ost part an opportunistic fraud, and that in this respect parlia-
m

entarism
 m

ust now
 be replaced by another m

ethod of fighting, one that lacks its 
draw

backs and possesses greater advantages. I recognise that in this one point 
your tactics can have som

e advantages. The Labour G
overnm

ent can produce 
som

e good, greater clarity. A
nd in illegal tim

es your tactics can be profitable. W
e 

recognise that. B
ut just as once w

e needed to say to the revolutionists and reform
-

ists: w
e prize the developm

ent of self-consciousness in the w
orkers above every-

thing, even above sm
all advantages. W

e now
 say to you, Lenin and your “R

ight” 
com

rades: w
e prize above all the ripening of the m

asses tow
ards w

ill and deed. 
H

ereto all things have to be m
ade subservient in W

estern Europe. W
e w

ill see 
w

ho is right, the “Left” or Lenin. I do not doubt one m
om

ent. W
e w

ill defeat you, 
as w

e did Troelstra, H
enderson, R

enandel and Legien. 
This here is the place to discuss the m

utual relationship betw
een party, class 

and m
ass in W

estern Europe. 
This m

atter is also of the greatest im
portance: as im

portant as the pow
er of 

banking capital, and the U
N

ITY
 of all great and sm

all bourgeois classes it engen-
ders. The relation betw

een party, class and m
ass in W

estern Europe differs w
idely 

from
 that of R

ussia, and like the unity of the bourgeois classes it is due to the 
pow

er of banking capital. 
O

ur tactics m
ust be directed tow

ard and based on a true understanding of that 
relationship. W

hoever does not understand this relationship, cannot understand 
the tactics for W

estern Europe. 
Let us again take G

erm
any as an exam

ple. N
ot only because, w

ith England, 
it is industrially the m

ost highly developed country, but also because it offers the 
m

ost developed statistics. 
A

s w
e have often observed already, it has a proletariat of about tw

enty 
m

illion actual w
orkers: about fourteen m

illion industrial and som
e six m

illion 
agricultural. W

hat does this m
ean? That, counting children, non-w

orkers and the 
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The proletariat in W
estern Europe stands alone. This is the absolute truth: 

and on this truth our tactics m
ust be based. A

ll tactics that are not based on this 
are false, and lead the proletariat to terrible defeat. 

Practice also has proved that these assertions are true, for the poor peasants 
in W

estern Europe have not only no program
m

e and failed to claim
 the land, but 

they do not even stir now
 that C

om
m

unism
 is approaching. A

s I have observed 
before, this statem

ent is not to be taken absolutely literally. There are regions in 
W

estern Europe w
here, as w

e have m
entioned before, landed property on a large 

scale is predom
inant, and w

here the peasants are therefore in favour of C
om

m
un-

ism
. There are yet other regions w

here the local conditions are such that the poor 
peasants m

ay be w
on for C

om
m

unism
. B

ut these regions are com
paratively 

sm
all. N

either do I w
ish to im

ply that quite at the close of the revolution, w
hen all 

things are com
ing dow

n, there w
ill be no poor peasants com

ing to our side. They 
undoubtedly w

ill. That is w
hy w

e m
ust carry on an unceasing propaganda 

am
ongst them

. O
ur tactics, how

ever, m
ust be adopted for the beginning and for 

the course of the revolution. W
hat I m

ean is the general trend, the general tend-
ency of conditions. A

nd it is on these alone that our tactics m
ust be based

5. 
From

 this there follow
s in the first place – and it should be clearly, em

phat-
ically and plainly stated – that in W

estern Europe the real revolution, that is to say 
the overthrow

 of C
apitalism

, and the erection and perm
anent institution of 

C
om

m
unism

, for the tim
e being is possible only in those countries w

here the 
proletariat B

Y
 ITSELF is strong enough against all the other classes – in 

G
erm

any, England, and Italy, w
here the help of the poor peasants is not possible. 

In the other countries the revolution can only be prepared as yet by m
eans of 

propaganda, organisation and fighting. The revolution itself can only follow
 w

hen 
the econom

ic conditions w
ill be thus m

uch shaken through the revolution in the 
big States (R

ussia, G
erm

any, and England), that the bourgeois class w
ill have 

grow
n sufficiently w

eak. For you w
ill agree w

ith m
e that w

e cannot base our 
tactics on events that m

ay com
e, but that m

ay also never happen (help from
 the 

R
ussian arm

ies, risings in India, terrible crises, etc., etc.). 
That you should have failed to recognise this truth concerning the im

por-
tance of the poor peasants, C

om
rade, is your first great m

istake, and likew
ise that 

of the Executive in M
oscow

 and of the International C
ongress. 

W
hat does it m

ean w
ith regard to tactics, this fact that the proletariat of 

W
estern Europe stands all alone: that it has no prospect of any help w

hatsoever 
from

 any other class? 
It m

eans, in the first place, that the dem
ands m

ade on the m
asses are far 

greater here than in R
ussia – that, therefore, the proletarian m

ass is of far greater 
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ou, C
om

rade, w
ill surely not try and w

in in an argum
ent by taking the assertions of your 

opponent in too absolute a sense, as sm
all m

inds do. M
y above rem

ark, therefore, is m
eant for 

the latter.  
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en
s i

llu
si

on
s. 

B
ut

 w
ha

t a
bo

ut
 th

e 
m

em
be

rs
 o

f t
he

 so
ci

al
 d

em
oc

ra
tic

 p
ar

tie
s, 

th
e 

G
er

m
an

 
In

de
pe

nd
en

ts
, t

he
 L

ab
ou

r P
ar

ty
, a

nd
 th

e 
In

de
pe

nd
en

t P
ar

ty
? 

M
us

t n
ot

 th
os

e 
be

 
w

on
? Th

es
e,

 th
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
 a

nd
 p

et
ty

-b
ou

rg
eo

is
 e

le
m

en
ts

 a
m

on
g 

th
em

, w
ill

 b
e 

w
on

 b
y 

us
, t

he
 L

ef
t W

in
g,

 in
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 th

ro
ug

h 
ou

r p
ro

pa
ga

nd
a,

 o
ur

 m
ee

t-
in

gs
 a

nd
 o

ur
 p

re
ss

, a
nd

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 th

ro
ug

h 
ou

r e
xa

m
pl

e,
 o

ur
 sl

og
an

s, 
ou

r a
ct

io
n 

on
 th

e 
sh

op
 fl

oo
r. 

In
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 th
os

e 
w

ho
 a

re
 n

ot
 w

on
 th

us
, t

hr
ou

gh
 o

ur
 a

ct
i-

on
, t

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 a
re

 lo
st

 a
ny

w
ay

, a
nd

 c
an

 g
o 

to
 th

e 
de

vi
l. 

Th
es

e 
so

ci
al

-
de

m
oc

ra
tic

, I
nd

ep
en

de
nt

 L
ab

ou
r P

ar
tie

s i
n 

En
gl

an
d 

an
d 

G
er

m
an

y 
co

ns
is

t o
f 

w
or

ke
rs

 a
nd

 p
et

ty
-b

ou
rg

eo
is

 e
le

m
en

ts
. T

he
 fi

rs
t, 

th
e 

w
or

ke
rs

, c
an

 a
ll 

be
 w

on
 in

 
th

e 
lo

ng
 ru

n.
 T

he
 p

et
ty

-b
ou

rg
eo

is
 e

le
m

en
ts

 o
nl

y 
to

 a
 v

er
y 

sl
ig

ht
 e

xt
en

t, 
an

d 
ar

e 
of

 
lit

tle
 e

co
no

m
ic

 im
po

rta
nc

e;
 th

es
e 

fe
w

 w
ill

 b
e 

w
on

 o
ve

r b
y 

ou
r p

ro
pa

ga
nd

a,
 e

tc
.. 

Th
e 

m
aj

or
ity

 o
f t

he
m

 –
 a

nd
 it

 is
 o

n 
th

es
e 

th
at

 N
os

ke
 a

nd
 h

is
 c

on
ju

re
rs

 re
ly

 a
bo

ve
 

al
l –

 b
el

on
g 

to
 c

ap
ita

lis
m

, a
nd

, i
n 

pr
op

or
tio

n 
to

 th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n’
s a

dv
an

ce
, t

he
y 

ra
lly

 a
ll 

th
e 

cl
os

er
 a

ro
un

d 
it.

 
  

W
or

ks
ho

p,
 n

ot
 P

ar
lia

m
en

t, 
th

e 
B

at
tle

-g
ro

un
d 

 B
ut

 d
oe

s t
he

 fa
ct

 th
at

 w
e 

do
 n

ot
 su

pp
or

t t
he

m
 a

t t
he

 e
le

ct
io

ns
 im

pl
y 

th
at

 w
e 

ar
e 

cu
t o

ff
 fr

om
 th

e 
La

bo
ur

 P
ar

tie
s, 

th
e 

In
de

pe
nd

en
ts

, t
he

 so
ci

al
 d

em
oc

ra
ts

, t
he

 
La

bo
ur

 P
ar

ty
, e

tc
.?

 O
n 

th
e 

co
nt

ra
ry

, w
e 

se
ek

 a
lli

an
ce

 w
ith

 th
em

 a
s m

uc
h 

as
 w

e 
ca

n.
 O

n 
ev

er
y 

oc
ca

si
on

 w
e 

su
m

m
on

 th
em

 fo
r c

om
m

on
 a

ct
io

n:
 fo

r t
he

 st
rik

e,
 th

e 
bo

yc
ot

t, 
fo

r r
ev

ol
t, 

st
re

et
 fi

gh
ts

, a
nd

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 fo

r t
he

 w
or

ke
rs

’ c
ou

nc
ils

, t
he

 
in

du
st

ria
l c

ou
nc

ils
. W

e 
se

ek
 th

em
 e

ve
ry

w
he

re
. O

nl
y 

no
t i

n 
pa

rli
am

en
t, 

as
 w

e 
us

ed
 

to
 d

o.
 T

hi
s, 

in
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 b

el
on

gs
 to

 a
 p

as
t e

po
ch

. B
ut

 in
 th

e 
w

or
ks

ho
p,

 in
 

th
e 

un
io

n 
an

d 
in

 th
e 

st
re

et
 –

 th
at

 is
 w

he
re

 w
e 

fin
d 

th
em

. T
ha

t i
s w

he
re

 w
e 

w
in

 
th

em
. T

hi
s i

s t
he

 n
ew

 p
ra

ct
ic

e,
 su

cc
ee

di
ng

 so
ci

al
 d

em
oc

ra
tic

 p
ra

ct
ic

e.
 It

 is
 th

e 
C

om
m

un
is

t p
ra

ct
ic

e.
 

Y
ou

, C
om

ra
de

, w
is

h 
to

 b
rin

g 
th

e 
so

ci
al

 d
em

oc
ra

ts
, t

he
 In

de
pe

nd
en

ts
, e

tc
., 

in
to

 P
ar

lia
m

en
t i

n 
or

de
r t

o 
sh

ow
 th

at
 th

ey
 a

re
 d

ec
ei

ve
rs

. Y
ou

 w
is

h 
to

 u
se

 P
ar

lia
-

m
en

t t
o 

sh
ow

 th
at

 it
 is

 o
f n

o 
us

e.
 

Y
ou

 se
ek

 to
 sl

yl
y 

de
ce

iv
e 

th
e 

w
or

ke
rs

. Y
ou

 p
ut

 th
e 

ro
pe

 ro
un

d 
th

ei
r n

ec
k 

an
d 

le
t t

he
m

 h
an

g.
 W

e 
he

lp
 th

em
 to

 a
vo

id
 th

e 
ro

pe
. W

e 
do

 th
is

 b
ec

au
se

 h
er

e 
w

e 
ar

e 
ab

le
 to

 d
o 

so
. Y

ou
 fo

llo
w

 th
e 

ta
ct

ic
s o

f t
he

 p
ea

sa
nt

 ra
ce

s;
 w

e 
th

os
e 

of
 th

e 
in

du
st

-
ria

l r
ac

es
. T

hi
s i

s n
o 

sc
or

n,
 a

nd
 n

o 
m

oc
ke

ry
. I

 b
el

ie
ve

 th
at

 w
ith

 y
ou

 it
 w

as
 th

e 
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m
eans of the actual, im

portant, W
est-European exam

ples. This you do now
here in 

your brochure. A
nd as long as you do not give these, w

e do not believe you. 
W

hen you give them
 w

e w
ill answ

er you – until then w
e say: it is nothing but 

illusions that m
islead the w

orkers, and lead them
 into false tactics. The truth is, 

C
om

rade, that you w
rongly assum

e the W
est-European and the R

ussian revolu-
tions to be alike. A

nd for w
hat reason? B

ecause you forget that in the m
odern, 

that is to say the W
est-European and N

orth A
m

erican States, there is a pow
er that 

stands above the various kinds of capitalists – the landow
ners, industrial m

ag-
nates, and m

erchants: banking capital. This pow
er, w

hich is identical w
ith im

peri-
alism

, unites all capitalists, including the sm
all peasants and bourgeois. 

O
ne thing, how

ever, rem
ains to you. Y

ou say there are rifts betw
een Labour 

parties and the bourgeois parties, and that these can be m
ade use of. That is right. 

W
e m

ight aver, to be sure, that these differences betw
een the social dem

o-
crats and bourgeois in the w

ar and in the revolution have been very slight and 
have disappeared in m

ost cases! B
ut they m

ight be there. A
nd they m

ay arise yet. 
O

f those w
e m

ust therefore speak. Especially as you put forw
ard the “pure” Engl-

ish Labour governm
ent, Thom

as, H
enderson, C

lynes, etc., in England, against 
Sylvia Pankhurst, and the possibly “pure” socialist governm

ent of Ebert, Scheide-
m

ann, N
oske, H

ilferding, C
rispien, C

ohn, against the K
A

PD
24. 

Y
ou say that your tactics, w

hich direct the w
orkers’ attention tow

ards these 
Labour governm

ents, encouraged them
 to prom

ote their form
ation, are clear and 

effective; w
hilst ours, w

hich are opposed to their form
ation, are harm

ful. 
N

o, C
om

rade, our attitude w
ith regard to these cases of “pure” Labour 

governm
ent w

here the rift betw
een these parties of w

orkers and those of the bour-
geoisie becam

e a split, is again quite clear, and profitable, to the revolution. 
It is possible that w

e shall allow
 such a governm

ent to exist. It can be necess-
ary, it can m

ean progress for the m
ovem

ent. If this is so, w
e cannot proceed any 

further yet, w
e w

ill let them
 exist, criticising them

 as keenly as possible, and 
replace them

 by a C
om

m
unist governm

ent as soon as w
e can. B

ut to prom
ote its 

arrival in Parliam
ent and in elections, this w

ill not do in W
estern Europe. 

A
nd w

e w
ill not do this, because in W

estern Europe and in the revolution the 
w

orkers stand all alone. For that reason everything – do you understand this? – 
everything H

ER
E depends on their w

ill for action, on their clearness of brain. 
A

nd because these, your tactics of com
prom

ising w
ith the Scheidem

anns and 
H

endersons, w
ith the C

rispiens and their follow
ers am

ong the English Independ-
ents, of the opportunist C

om
m

unists of the Spartacus League or the B
SP – 

because these tactics inside and outside Parliam
ent confuse heads, here in W

est-
ern Europe and in the revolution – m

aking the w
orkers elect som

eone w
hom

 they 
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24 It is yet the question w
hether these “pure” Labour governm

ents w
ill com

e here. M
aybe that 

here again you let yourself be m
isled by the R

ussian exam
ple – K

erensky. Later in this letter, I 
w

ill point out w
hy in this case, in the M

arch days in G
erm

any, this “pure” socialist govern-
m

ent w
as not to be supported all the sam

e.  

you, C
om

rade Lenin, started the struggle w
ith a sm

all gathering of proletarians, it 
w

as in the first place your tactics that in the crucial m
om

ents w
aged the battles 

and w
on the poor peasants. 

B
ut w

hat about G
erm

any? There the cleverest of tactics, the greatest clarity, 
even the genius of leaders, cannot attain m

uch. There you have an inexorable 
class enm

ity, one against all the others. There the proletarian class m
ust tip the 

scales for itself – through its pow
er, its num

bers. Its pow
er, how

ever, is based 
above all on its quality, the enem

y being so m
ighty and so endlessly better organ-

ised and arm
ed than the proletariat. 

Y
ou opposed the R

ussian possessing classes, as D
avid opposed G

oliath. 
D

avid w
as little, but he had a deadly w

eapon. The G
erm

an, the English, the W
est-

European proletariat oppose C
apitalism

 as one giant does another. B
etw

een them
 

all depends on strength – strength of body, and above all of m
ind. 

H
ave you not observed, C

om
rade Lenin, that in G

erm
any there are no great 

leaders? They are all quite ordinary m
en. This points to the fact that this revo-

lution m
ust in the first place be the w

ork of the m
asses, not of the leaders. 

To m
y idea this is som

ething m
ore w

onderful and grand than has ever been, 
and it is an indication of w

hat C
om

m
unism

 w
ill be. 

A
nd as it is in G

erm
any, it is in all W

estern Europe, for everyw
here the 

proletariat stands alone. 
The revolution of the m

asses, of the w
orkers – of the m

asses of w
orkers 

alone, for the first tim
e in the w

orld. 
A

nd not because thus it is good, or beautiful, or conceived in som
eone’s 

brain, but because the econom
ic and class relations w

ill it 7. 
In other w

ords, and to read the m
atter as clearly as possible: the relation 

betw
een the W

est-European and the R
ussian revolution can be dem

onstrated by 
m

eans of the follow
ing com

parison: 
 

Supposing that in an A
siatic country like C

hina or B
ritish India, w

here only one 
half a per cent of the inhabitants are industrial proletarians, and 80 per cent sm

all 
peasants, a revolution should break out, and should be successfully carried 
through by those sm

all peasants under the lead of the politically and socially 
m

ore trained proletarians that w
ere united in local trade unions and cooperatives. 

If these C
hinese or Indian w

orkers proclaim
ed to them

: 
 “W

e have w
on through our local trade unions and cooperatives, and now

 
you m

ust do the sam
e w

ith regard to your revolution”, 
 

                                                 

 
24 7 I do not touch here on the fact that through this other relation of num

bers (20 m
illion to 70 

m
illion in G

erm
any!) the im

portance of the m
ass and the leaders, and the relation betw

een 
m

ass, party and leaders, also in the course and at the close of the revolution here, w
ill differ 

from
 those of R

ussia.  



w
ha

t w
ou

ld
 th

e 
R

us
si

an
 w

or
ke

rs
 h

av
e 

re
pl

ie
d?

 T
he

y 
w

ou
ld

 h
av

e 
sa

id
: 

 “D
ea

r f
rie

nd
s, 

th
is

 is
 im

po
ss

ib
le

. O
ur

 c
ou

nt
ry

 is
 fa

r m
or

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

th
an

 
yo

ur
s. 

W
ith

 u
s n

ot
 h

al
f, 

bu
t t

hr
ee

 p
er

 c
en

t o
f t

he
 p

op
ul

at
io

n 
ar

e 
in

du
st

ria
l 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
ns

. O
ur

 C
ap

ita
lis

m
 is

 m
or

e 
po

w
er

fu
l t

ha
n 

yo
ur

s, 
th

er
ef

or
e 

w
e 

ne
ed

 b
et

te
r a

nd
 m

or
e 

po
w

er
fu

l o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 th

an
 y

ou
 d

id
.”

 
 Fr

om
 th

is
 d

iff
er

en
ce

 b
et

w
ee

n 
R

us
si

a 
an

d 
W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e 
th

er
e 

fo
llo

w
s 

lik
ew

is
e:

- 
 

1.
 T

ha
t w

he
n 

yo
u,

 o
r t

he
 E

xe
cu

tiv
e 

in
 M

os
co

w
, o

r t
he

 o
pp

or
tu

ni
st

 C
om

m
un

is
ts

 o
f 

W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e,

 o
f t

he
 S

pa
rta

cu
s L

ea
gu

e,
 o

r o
f t

he
 E

ng
lis

h 
C

om
m

un
is

t P
ar

ty
, 

sa
y:

 “
It 

is
 n

on
se

ns
e 

to
 fi

gh
t a

bo
ut

 th
e 

qu
es

tio
n 

of
 le

ad
er

 o
r m

as
se

s”
, t

ha
t y

ou
 in

 
th

at
 c

as
e 

ar
e 

w
ro

ng
 a

s r
eg

ar
ds

 u
s, 

no
t o

nl
y 

be
ca

us
e 

w
e 

ar
e 

ye
t t

ry
in

g 
to

 fi
nd

 th
os

e 
le

ad
er

s, 
bu

t a
ls

o 
be

ca
us

e 
fo

r y
ou

 th
is

 q
ue

st
io

n 
ha

s q
ui

te
 a

no
th

er
 m

ea
ni

ng
. 

 
2.

 T
ha

t w
he

n 
yo

u 
sa

y 
to

 u
s:

 “
Le

ad
er

 a
nd

 m
as

s m
us

t b
e 

on
e 

in
se

pa
ra

bl
e 

w
ho

le
”,

 
yo

u 
ar

e 
w

ro
ng

, n
ot

 o
nl

y 
be

ca
us

e 
w

e 
ar

e 
st

riv
in

g 
fo

r t
ha

t u
ni

ty
, b

ut
 a

ls
o 

be
ca

us
e 

th
at

 q
ue

st
io

n 
ha

s a
no

th
er

 m
ea

ni
ng

 fo
r y

ou
 th

an
 fo

r u
s. 

 
3.

 T
ha

t w
he

n 
yo

u 
sa

y:
 “

In
 th

e 
C

om
m

un
is

t P
ar

ty
 th

er
e 

sh
ou

ld
 re

ig
n 

iro
n 

di
sc

ip
lin

e,
 

an
d 

ab
so

lu
te

 m
ili

ta
ry

 c
en

tra
lis

at
io

n”
, t

hi
s i

s w
ro

ng
, n

ot
 o

nl
y 

be
ca

us
e 

w
e 

ar
e 

se
ek

in
g 

iro
n 

di
sc

ip
lin

e 
an

d 
st

ro
ng

 c
en

tra
lis

at
io

n,
 b

ut
 a

ls
o 

be
ca

us
e 

th
is

 q
ue

st
io

n 
ha

s a
 d

iff
er

en
t m

ea
ni

ng
 fo

r u
s a

nd
 fo

r y
ou

. 
 

4.
 T

ha
t w

he
n 

yo
u 

sa
y:
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W

e 
ac

te
d 

in
 su

ch
 a

nd
 su

ch
 a

 w
ay

 in
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us
si

a 
(a
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r t

he
 

K
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lo

ff
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en
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ve
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ns
ta

nc
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 o
r s
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r e
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nt

er
ed

 P
ar
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m

en
t 
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rin

g 
th
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 o
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t p
er
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d,

 o
r w

e 
re

m
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ne
d 

in
 th

e 
tra
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 u

ni
on

s, 
an

d 
th

er
ef

or
e 

th
e 

G
er

m
an

 p
ro

le
ta

ria
t m

us
t d

o 
th

e 
sa

m
e”

, a
ll 

th
is

 m
ea

ns
 a

bs
ol

ut
el

y 
no

th
in

g,
 a

nd
 

ne
ed

 n
ot

 o
r c

an
no

t b
e 

ap
pl

ic
ab

le
 in

 a
ny

 w
ay

. F
or

 th
e 

W
es

t-E
ur

op
ea

n 
cl

as
s r

el
at

-
io

ns
 in

 th
e 

st
ru

gg
le

, i
n 

th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n,
 a

re
 q

ui
te

 d
iff

er
en

t f
ro

m
 th

os
e 

of
 R

us
si

a.
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 T
ha

t w
he

n 
yo

u 
w

is
h 

to
 fo

rc
e 

up
on

 u
s t

ac
tic

s t
ha

t w
er

e 
go

od
 in

 R
us

si
a 

– 
ta

ct
ic

s, 
fo

r i
ns

ta
nc

e,
 th

at
 w

er
e 
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se
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 c

on
sc

io
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r u
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on
sc
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ic
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n 
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e 
po

or
 p
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nt
s w

ill
 so
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 jo
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e 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

t –
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 o
th

er
 w

or
ds

, t
ha

t t
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pr

ol
et

ar
ia

t d
oe

s n
ot

 st
an

d 
al

on
e 

– 
th

at
 y

ou
r t

ac
tic

s, 
w

hi
ch

 y
ou

 p
re

sc
rib

e,
 a

nd
 

w
hi

ch
 a

re
 fo

llo
w

ed
 h

er
e,

 w
ill

 le
ad

 th
e 

W
es

t-E
ur

op
ea

n 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

t i
nt

o 
ru

in
, a

nd
 

th
e 

m
os

t t
er

rib
le

 d
ef

ea
t. 
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 T
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 o
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he
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e 
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 M
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, o
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s L

ea
gu

e 
or

 th
e 

B
SP

, t
ry
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V
er

y 
fe

w
 e

xa
m

pl
es

 in
de

ed
, a

nd
 o

f t
he

 p
oo

re
st

 q
ua

lit
y,

 th
at

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
“r

ift
s”

 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
bo

ur
ge

oi
s, 

an
d 

in
 th

is
 c

as
e 

al
so

 th
e 

so
ci

al
 d

em
oc

ra
tic

 p
ar

tie
s!

 
If

 e
ve

r a
 p

ro
of

 w
as

 n
ee

de
d 

th
at

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
bo

ur
ge

oi
s (

an
d 

in
 th

is
 c

as
e 

al
so

 
th

e 
so

ci
al

 d
em

oc
ra

tic
 p

ar
tie

s)
, t

he
re

 a
re

 n
o 

im
po

rta
nt

 ri
fts

 a
s r

eg
ar

ds
 th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
, 

in
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 a
nd

 h
er

e 
in

 W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e;

 th
e 

K
ap

p 
pu

ts
ch

 fu
rn

is
he

s t
ha

t 
pr

oo
f. 

Th
e 

K
ap

pi
te

s d
id

 n
ot

 p
un

is
h,

 k
ill

 a
nd

 im
pr

is
on

 th
e 

de
m

oc
ra

ts
, t

he
 Z

en
tru

m
 

pe
op

le
, a

nd
 th

e 
so

ci
al

 d
em

oc
ra

ts
! A

nd
 w

he
n 

th
es

e 
ca

m
e 

in
to

 p
ow

er
 a

ga
in

, t
he

y 
di

d 
no

t p
un

is
h,

 k
ill

 a
nd

 im
pr

is
on

 th
e 

K
ap

pi
te

s. 
B

ut
 b

ot
h 

pa
rti

es
 k

ill
ed

 th
e 

C
om

m
-

un
is

ts
! C
om

m
un

is
m

 w
as

 to
o 

w
ea

k 
as

 y
et

. T
ha

t i
s w

hy
 th

ey
 d

id
 n

ot
 T

O
G

ET
H

ER
 

fo
rg

e 
a 

di
ct

at
or

sh
ip

. N
ex

t t
im

e,
 w

he
n 

C
om

m
un

is
m

 w
ill

 b
e 

st
ro

ng
er

, t
he

y 
w

ill
 

or
ga

ni
se

 a
 d

ic
ta

to
rs

hi
p 

B
ET

W
EE

N
 T

H
EM

. 
It 

w
as

 a
nd

 is
 y

ou
r d

ut
y,

 C
om

ra
de

, t
o 

po
in

t o
ut

 in
 w

ha
t w

ay
 th

e 
C

om
m

un
is

ts
 

co
ul

d 
at

 th
at

 ti
m

e 
ha

ve
 ta

ke
n 

ad
va

nt
ag

e 
in

 P
ar

lia
m

en
t o

f t
ha

t r
ift

 –
 in

 su
ch

 a
 w

ay
, 

of
 c

ou
rs

e,
 a

s t
o 

be
ne

fit
 th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
. I

t w
as

 a
nd

 is
 y

ou
r d

ut
y 

to
 te

ll 
us

 w
ha

t t
he

 
C

om
m

un
is

t M
em

be
rs

 o
f P

ar
lia

m
en

t o
ug

ht
 to

 h
av

e 
sa

id
 to

 m
ak

e 
th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
 se

e 
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is
 ri

ft,
 a

nd
 ta

ke
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

 o
f i

t –
 in

 su
ch

 a
 w

ay
, o

f c
ou

rs
e,

 a
s n

ot
 to

 st
re

ng
th

en
 

th
e 

bo
ur

ge
oi

s p
ar

tie
s. 

Y
ou

 c
an

no
t d

o 
th

is
, b

ec
au

se
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

th
er

e 
is

 
no

 ri
ft 

of
 a

ny
 im

po
rta

nc
e.

 A
nd

 it
 is

 o
f t

he
 ti

m
e 

of
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

th
at

 w
e 

sp
ea

k.
 

A
nd

 it
 w
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 y

ou
r d

ut
y 

to
 p
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nt

 o
ut

 th
at

 if
 in

 sp
ec

ia
l c
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 th
er

e 
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ou
ld

 b
e 

su
ch

 
rif

ts
, i

t w
ou

ld
 b

e 
m

or
e 
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va
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ag

eo
us

 to
 d

ire
ct
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e 

at
te
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n 
of
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e 

w
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ke
rs

 in
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at
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ct
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n 
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 to

 th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l t

en
de

nc
y 

to
w

ar
ds

 u
ni

ty
. 

A
nd

 it
 w

as
 a

nd
 is

 y
ou

r d
ut

y,
 C

om
ra

de
, b

ef
or

e 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

to
 le

ad
 u

s i
n 

W
es

t-
er

n 
Eu

ro
pe

, t
o 

sh
ow

 w
he

re
 th

os
e 

rif
ts

 a
re

, i
n 

En
gl

an
d,

 in
 G

er
m

an
y,

 in
 W

es
te

rn
 

Eu
ro

pe
. 

Th
is

 y
ou

 c
an

no
t d

o 
ei

th
er

. Y
ou

 sp
ea

k 
of

 a
 ri

ft 
be

tw
ee

n 
C

hu
rc

hi
ll,

 L
lo

yd
 

G
eo

rg
e,

 a
nd

 A
sq

ui
th

, o
f w

hi
ch

 th
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 a
re

 to
 ta

ke
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

. T
hi

s i
s a

lto
g-

et
he

r p
iti

fu
l. 

I w
ill

 n
ot

 e
ve

n 
di

sc
us

s t
hi

s w
ith

 y
ou

. F
or

 e
ve

ry
on

e 
kn

ow
s t

ha
t s

in
ce

 
in

 E
ng

la
nd

 th
e 

in
du

st
ria

l p
ro

le
ta

ria
t h

as
 so

m
e 

po
w

er
, t

he
se

 ri
fts

 h
av

e 
be

en
 a

rti
fi-

ci
al

ly
 m

ad
e 

by
 th

e 
bo

ur
ge

oi
s p

ar
tie

s a
nd

 le
ad

er
s a

nd
 a

re
 y

et
 b

ei
ng

 m
ad

e,
 to

 m
is

-
le

ad
 th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
, t

o 
en

tic
e 

th
em

 fr
om

 th
e 

on
e 

si
de

 to
 th

e 
ot

he
r, 

an
d 

ba
ck

 a
ga

in
 a

d 
in

fin
itu

m
, t

hu
s t

o 
ke

ep
 th

em
 fo

r e
ve

r p
ow

er
le

ss
 a

nd
 d

ep
en

de
nt

. T
o 

th
is

 e
nd

 th
ey

 
ev

en
 a

t t
im

es
 a

dm
it 

tw
o 

op
po

ne
nt

s t
o 

th
e 

on
e 

go
ve

rn
m

en
t. 

Ll
oy

d 
G

eo
rg

e 
an

d 
C

hu
rc

hi
ll.

 A
nd

 C
om

ra
de

 L
en

in
 le

ts
 h

im
se

lf 
be

 c
au

gh
t i

n 
th

is
 tr

ap
, t

ha
t i

s w
el

l 
ni

gh
 a

 c
en

tu
ry

 o
ld

! H
e 

st
riv

es
 to

 in
du

ce
 th

e 
B

rit
is

h 
w

or
ke

rs
 to

 b
as

e 
th

ei
r p

ol
iti

cs
 

on
 th

is
 fr

au
d!

 A
t t

he
 ti

m
e 

of
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 th
e 

C
hu

rc
hi

lls
, L

lo
yd

 G
eo

rg
e,

 a
nd

 th
e 

A
sq

ui
th

s w
ill

 u
ni

te
 a

ga
in

st
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 a
nd

 th
en

 y
ou

, C
om

ra
de

, w
ill

 h
av

e 
be

tra
ye

d 
an

d 
w

ea
ke

ne
d 

th
e 

En
gl

is
h 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t w

ith
 a

n 
ill

us
io

n.
 It

 w
as

 y
ou

r d
ut

y 
to

 p
oi

nt
 o

ut
 n

ot
 b

y 
m

ea
ns

 o
f g

en
er

al
, f

in
e 

an
d 

br
ill

ia
nt

 fi
gu

re
s o

f s
pe

ec
h 

(a
s i

n 
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e 
en

tir
e 

la
st

 c
ha

pt
er

, o
n 

pa
ge

 7
2 

fo
r i

ns
ta

nc
e)

, b
ut

 a
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ur
at

el
y,

 c
on
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el
y,

 b
y 

m
ea

ns
 

of
 c

le
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 e
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m
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 a

nd
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ct
s, 

w
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 c
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s a
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ne
s, 

no
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 o
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im
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rta
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e,

 o
r a
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lly

 m
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e 
– 
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t b
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In a w
ord, the trust, the m

onopoly, the big banks, im
perialism

, the w
ar, the 

revolution, have in practice riveted together into one class all the W
est-European 

big and petty bourgeois and peasant parties against the w
orkers 23. 

Theoretically and practically, therefore, this is an established fact. In the 
revolution in W

estern Europe and especially in England and G
erm

any, there are 
no “rifts” of any considerable im

portance betw
een these classes. 

H
ere again I m

ust add som
ething personal. O

n pages 40 and 41 you criticise 
the A

m
sterdam

 B
ureau. Y

ou cite a thesis of the bureau. Parenthetically, w
hat you 

say w
ith regard to this is w

rong – all of it. B
ut you also say that the A

m
sterdam

 
C

om
m

ission, before condem
ning parliam

entarism
, ought to have given an analy-

sis of the class relations and the political parties, to justify this condem
nation. 

Excuse m
e, C

om
rade, this w

as not the task of the C
om

m
ission. For that on w

hich 
their thesis is based, to w

it that all bourgeois parties in Parliam
ent as w

ell as m
ore 

outside, had been all along, and w
ere even now

, opposed to the w
orkers, and did 

not show
 the slightest “rift”, all this had been ascertained long ago, and w

as an 
established fact for all M

arxists. In W
estern Europe at any rate, there w

as no need 
for us to analyse that. 

O
n the contrary, considering you strive for com

prom
ise and alliances in 

Parliam
ent, w

hich w
ould lead us into opportunism

, it w
as your duty to dem

on-
strate that there are any rifts of im

portance betw
een the bourgeois parties. 

Y
ou w

ish to lead us, here in W
estern Europe, into com

prom
ising. W

hat 
Troelstra, H

enderson, Scheidem
ann, Turati, etc., could not accom

plish in the tim
e 

of evolution, you w
ish to do during the revolution. It is for you to prove that this 

can be done. 
  

O
pposing C

apitalist Forces unite to defeat R
evolution 

 A
nd this not by m

eans of R
ussian exam

ples; these are easy enough, to be sure, 
but w

ith W
est-European exam

ples. This duty you have fulfilled in the m
ost m

is-
erable w

ay. N
o w

onder you took alm
ost exclusively your R

ussian experience, 
that of a very backw

ard country, not that of the W
estern Europe of these m

odern 
days. In the entire booklet, in the parts w

hich deal w
ith these very questions of 

tactics, the R
ussian exam

ples excepted, to w
hich I w

ill soon proceed, I find but 
tw

o exam
ples from

 W
estern Europe, the K

app putsch in G
erm

any, and the Lloyd 
G

eorge- C
hurchill governm

ent in England, w
ith the opposition of A

squith. 
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23 W
e D

utchm
en know

 this only too w
ell. W

e have seen the “rifts” disappear before our eyes, 
in our sm

all, but, through our colonies, highly im
perialist country. W

ith us there are no longer 
dem

ocratic, C
hristian, or other parties. Even the D

utch can judge this better than a R
ussian, 

w
ho, I regret to say, seem

s to judge W
estern Europe after R

ussia.  

to com
pel us to follow

 opportunist tactics (opportunism
 alw

ays seeks the support 
of outside elem

ents, that forsake the proletariat), you are w
rong. 

 The general bases on w
hich the tactics in W

estern Europe m
ust be founded 

are these: the recognition that the proletariat stands alone, that it is to expect no 
help, that the im

portance of the m
ass is greater, and that of the leaders relatively 

sm
aller. 

This w
as not seen by R

adek w
hen he w

as in G
erm

any, nor by the Executive 
in M

oscow
, nor by you, as is evident from

 your w
ords. 

A
nd it is on these bases that the tactics of the K

om
m

unistische-A
rbeiter 

Partei in G
erm

any, the C
om

m
unist Party of Sylvia Pankhurst 8, and the m

ajority 
of the A

m
sterdam

 C
om

m
ission, as appointed by M

oscow
, are founded. 

It is on these grounds that they strive, above all, to raise the m
asses as a 

w
hole, and the individuals to a higher level, to educate them

 one by one to be 
revolutionary fighters, by m

aking them
 realise (not through theory only, but 

especially by practice), that all depends on them
, that they are to expect nothing 

from
 foreign help, very little from

 leaders, and all from
 them

selves. 
Theoretically, therefore, and apart from

 private utterances, m
inor questions 

and excrescences, w
hich like those of W

olfheim
 and Laufenberg, are inevitable in 

the first phases of a m
ovem

ent, the view
 taken by these parties and com

rades is 
quite right, and your opposition absolutely w

rong
9. 

O
n going from

 the East to the W
est of Europe, w

e traverse at a given m
om

-
ent an econom

ic boundary. It runs from
 the B

altic to the M
editerranean, som

e-
w

here from
 D

anzig to V
enice. This line divides tw

o w
orlds. W

est of this line 
there is a practically absolute dom

ination of industrial, com
m

ercial and financial 
capital, united in the m

ost highly developed banking capital. 
Even agricultural capital is subject to, or has been com

pelled to unite w
ith, 

this capital. This capital is organised to the utm
ost degree, and converges in the 

m
ost firm

ly established State G
overnm

ents of the w
orld. 

East of the line there is neither this gigantic developm
ent of industrial, 

com
m

ercial, transport and banking capital, nor its alm
ost absolute dom

ination, 
nor, consequently, the firm

ly established m
odern State. 

It w
ould be m

arvellous, indeed, if the tactics of the revolutionary proletariat 
w

est of this boundary-line w
ere the sam

e as in the east! 
                                                  
8 So far, at least. 

 
26 9 It has struck m

e that in this controversy you alm
ost invariably m

ake use of private, and not 
public voices of the opposition.  
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H
av

in
g 

br
ou

gh
t f

or
w

ar
d 

th
e 

ge
ne

ra
l t

he
or

et
ic

al
 b

as
es

, I
 w

ill
 n

ow
 p

ro
ce

ed
 to

 
pr

ov
e,

 a
ls

o 
by

 p
ra

ct
ic

e,
 th

at
 th

e 
Le

ft 
W

in
g 

in
 G

er
m

an
y 

an
d 

En
gl

an
d 

is
 ri

gh
t i

n 
ge

ne
ra

l p
rin

ci
pl

es
 –

 o
n 

th
e 

qu
es

tio
ns

 o
f t

he
 T

ra
de

 U
ni

on
s a

nd
 o

f p
ar

lia
m

en
ta

ris
m

. 
Fi

rs
t w

e 
w

ill
 ta

ke
 th

e 
qu

es
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

Tr
ad

e 
U

ni
on

s. 
A

s p
ar

lia
m

en
ta

ris
m

 e
m

bo
di

es
 th

e 
sp

iri
tu

al
, t

hu
s t

he
 T

ra
de

 U
ni

on
 m

ov
em

en
t 

em
bo

di
es

 th
e 

m
at

er
ia

l p
ow

er
 o

f t
he

 le
ad

er
s o

ve
r t

he
 m

as
se

s o
f t

he
 w

or
ke

rs
. U

nd
er

 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 th
e 

Tr
ad

e 
U

ni
on

s c
on

st
itu

te
 th

e 
na

tu
ra

l o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 fo

r u
ni

tin
g 

th
e 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t, 

an
d 

as
 su

ch
 M

ar
x,

 a
lre

ad
y 

fr
om

 th
e 

ve
ry

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
, h

as
 d

em
on

st
ra

te
d 

th
ei

r i
m

po
rta

nc
e.

 U
nd

er
 a

 m
or

e 
de

ve
lo

pe
d 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
, a

nd
 to

 a
 g

re
at

er
 e

xt
en

t e
ve

n 
in

 th
e 

ag
e 

of
 im

pe
ria

lis
m

, t
he

 T
ra

de
 U

ni
on

s h
av

e 
ev

er
 m

or
e 

be
co

m
e 

gi
ga

nt
ic

 
un

io
ns

, w
ith

 a
 tr

en
d 

of
 d

ev
el

op
m

en
t, 

eq
ua

l t
o 

th
at

 o
f t

he
 b

ou
rg

eo
is

 S
ta

te
 b

od
ie

s 
th

em
se

lv
es

. T
he

y 
ha

ve
 p

ro
du

ce
d 

a 
cl

as
s o

f o
ff

ic
ia

ls
, a

 b
ur

ea
uc

ra
cy

, t
ha

t c
on

tro
ls

 
al

l t
he

 e
ng

in
es

 o
f p

ow
er

 o
f t

he
 o

rg
an

is
at

io
n,

 th
e 

fin
an

ce
s, 

th
e 

pr
es

s, 
th

e 
ap

po
in

t-
m

en
t o

f l
ow

er
 o

ff
ic

ia
ls

; o
fte

n 
it 

is
 in

ve
st

ed
 w

ith
 e

ve
n 

gr
ea

te
r p

ow
er

, s
o 

th
at

 fr
om

 
a 

se
rv

an
t o

f t
he

 ra
nk

 a
nd

 fi
le

, i
t h

as
 b

ec
om

e 
th

e 
m

as
te

r, 
id

en
tif

yi
ng

 it
se

lf 
w

ith
 th

e 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

n.
 T

he
 T

ra
de

 U
ni

on
s c

an
 b

e 
co

m
pa

re
d 

to
 th

e 
St

at
e 

an
d 

its
 b

ur
ea

uc
ra

cy
, 

al
so

 in
 th
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: t

ha
t, 

no
tw

ith
st

an
di

ng
 th

e 
de

m
oc

ra
cy

 th
at
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 su

pp
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ed
 to

 re
ig
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th

er
e,

 
th

e 
m
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to
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 c
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 c
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s b
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e 

hi
gh

es
t r
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 p
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 c
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 c
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, b
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, i
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En
gl

an
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er

m
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 a

nd
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er
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a,

 th
is

 
of

te
n 
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ve

 ri
se

 to
 re
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 m
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 c
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The R
ussian R

evolution has not been in vain! N
ow

 w
e know

 everyw
here 

w
hat to expect. 

Thus in W
estern Europe, and especially in England and G

erm
any, the big 

bourgeoisie and the big peasants, the m
iddle classes and m

iddle peasants, the 
low

er bourgeoisie and the sm
all peasants, are all united against the w

orkers, 
through m

onopoly, the banks, the trusts; through im
perialism

, the w
ar and revo-

lution
21. A

nd, as the labour question encom
passes all things, they are united on all 

questions. 
H

ere, C
om

rade, I m
ust m

ake the sam
e rem

ark I have already m
ade (in the 

first chapter) w
ith regard to the peasant question. I know

 quite w
ell that the little 

m
inds in our Party, that lack the strength to base tactics on great, general lines, 

and consequently base them
 on the sm

all, particular ones, that these little m
inds 

w
ill call the attention to those elem

ents am
ong these layers, that have not yet 

com
e under the banner of big capital. 
I do not deny that there are such elem

ents, but I m
aintain that the general 

truth, the general tendency in W
estern Europe, is that they are under the banner of 

big capital. A
nd it is on this general truth that our tactics m

ust be based! 
N

either do I deny that there m
ay be “rifts” yet. I only say that the general 

tendency is, and w
ill be, for a long tim

e after the revolution: unity of these class-
es. A

nd I say that for the w
orkers in W

estern Europe it is better to have their 
attention directed to that unity than to these rifts. For it is they them

selves that 
m

ust in the first place m
ake the revolution, and not their leaders, their M

em
bers 

of Parliam
ent. 

N
or do I say that (w

hich the little m
inds w

ill m
ake of m

y w
ords) that the real 

interests of these classes are the sam
e as those of big capital. I know

 that these 
classes are oppressed by it. 

W
hat I say is sim

ply this: 
 These classes cling to big capital even m

ore firm
ly than before, because now

 
they also see the danger of the proletarian revolution ahead. 

In W
estern Europe the dom

ination of capital m
eans to them

 a m
ore or less 

sure existence, the possibility of, or at least the belief in, a betterm
ent of their 

position. N
ow

 they are threatened by chaos and the revolution, w
hich for som

e 
tim

e to com
e m

eans w
orse chaos. That is w

hy they side w
ith capital in the effort 

to sw
eep chaos aw

ay by every possible m
eans, to save production, to drive the 

w
orkers to w

ork longer hours, and to endure privation patiently. For them
 the 

proletarian revolution in W
estern Europe is the fall and breakdow

n of all order, of 
all security of existence, be it ever so insufficient. Therefore they all support big 

                                                 

 
53

21 It is true that through the w
ar an infinitely greater num

ber of various elem
ents has com

e 
dow

n to the ranks of the proletariat. A
ll elem

ents, though as good as any elem
ent that is not 

proletarian, cling desperately to capitalism
, and if need be w

ill defend it by arm
ed force, being 

hostile to C
om

m
unism

.  

W
aning of T

U
 Influence 

 Fighting against capital, in a constant opposition against its tendency of increas-
ing m

isery, and enabling the w
orking class, through the restriction of these tend-

encies, to keep in existence the Trade U
nion m

ovem
ent, has played its part under 

capitalism
, and has thus becom

e itself a m
em

ber of capitalist society. It is only at 
the beginning of the revolution, w

hen the proletariat, from
 a m

em
ber of capitalist 

society, is turned into the annihilator of this society, that the Trade U
nion finds 

itself in opposition to the proletariat. 
That w

hich M
arx and Lenin dem

onstrated for the State: that its organisation, 
in spite of form

al dem
ocracy, m

akes it im
possible to turn it into an instrum

ent of 
the proletarian revolution, m

ust also hold good therefore for the Trade U
nion 

organisations. Their counter-revolutionary pow
er cannot be destroyed or w

eak-
ened through a change of staff, through the replacing of reactionary leaders by 
radical or revolutionary elem

ents. 
It is the form

 of organisation that renders the m
asses as good as pow

erless, 
and prevents them

 from
 turning the Trade U

nions into the organs of their w
ill. 

The revolution can trium
ph only if it com

pletely destroys this organisation: that is 
to say, if it alters the form

 of organisation so fundam
entally as to turn it into 

som
ething altogether different. The Soviet system

, the construction from
 w

ithin, 
is not only able to uproot and abolish the State, but also the Trade U

nion bureau-
cracy: it w

ill constitute not only the new
 political organs of the proletariat as 

opposed to capitalism
, but likew

ise the foundation for the new
 Trade U

nions. In 
the party factions in G

erm
any, the idea of a form

 of organisation being revolut-
ionary has been m

ocked at, because it is only the revolutionary sentim
ent, the 

revolutionary m
ind of the m

em
bers, that m

atters. H
ow

ever, if the m
ost im

portant 
part of the revolution consists in the m

asses conducting their ow
n concerns – the 

control of society and production – then every form
 of organisation that does not 

allow
 the m

asses to rule and to guide for them
selves, m

ust needs be counter-revo-
lutionary and harm

ful, and as such it m
ust be replaced by another form

, w
hich is 

revolutionary in so far as it allow
s the w

orkers to decide m
atters for them

selves. 
Through their very nature the Trade U

nions are useless arm
s for the W

est-
European revolution! A

part from
 the fact that they have becom

e tools of capital-
ism

, and that they are in the hands of traitors, apart from
 the fact that through 

their nature they are bound to m
ake slaves of the m

em
bers, no m

atter w
hat the 

leaders m
ay be, they are also unfit for use generally. 

 
 T

he H
arder T

ask of E
urope 

 The Trade U
nions are too w

eak in the contest against the m
ost highly-organised 

capital in W
estern-European States. These latter are pow

erful: the unions are not. 
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el

p.
 A

nd
 th

er
ef

or
e 

th
ey

 n
ee

d 
th

es
e 

in
du

st
ria

l o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
. 

In
 G

er
m

an
y 

an
d 

En
gl

an
d 

th
ey

 n
ee

d 
th

em
 a

t o
nc

e,
 b

ec
au

se
 th

er
e 

th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n 
is

 
ne

ar
es

t a
t h

an
d.

 T
he

 o
th

er
 c

ou
nt

rie
s m

us
t h

av
e 

th
em

 a
s s

oo
n 

as
 p

os
si

bl
e,

 a
s s

oo
n 

as
 w

e 
ca

n 
bu

ild
 th

em
. 

It 
is

 n
o 

go
od

 a
t a

ll,
 C

om
ra

de
 L

en
in

, y
ou

r s
ay

in
g:

 in
 R

us
si

a 
w

e 
di

d 
it 

in
 su

ch
 

an
d 

su
ch

 a
 w

ay
, f

or
 in

 th
e 

fir
st

 p
la

ce
 y

ou
 h

ad
 n

o 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

ns
 th

at
 w

er
e 

so
 in

ad
e-

qu
at

e 
fo

r t
he

 st
ru

gg
le

 a
s m

an
y 

of
 th

e 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s a

re
 h

er
e.

 Y
ou

 h
ad

 in
du

st
ria

l 
un

io
ns

. S
ec

on
dl

y,
 y

ou
r w

or
ke

rs
 w

er
e 

m
or

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 in

 sp
iri

t. 
Th

ird
ly

, t
he

 
or

ga
ni

sa
tio

n 
of

 th
e 

ca
pi

ta
lis

ts
 w

as
 w

ea
k:

 a
nd

 th
e 

St
at

e 
al

so
. A

nd
 in

 th
e 

fo
ur

th
 

pl
ac

e,
 a

nd
 th

is
 is

 th
e 

m
ai

n 
po

in
t: 

yo
u 

ha
d 

he
lp

. Y
ou

 d
id

 n
ot

 n
ee

d 
th

e 
ve

ry
 b

es
t o

f 
w

ea
po

ns
. W

e 
st

an
d 

al
on

e,
 w

e 
m

us
t h

av
e 

th
em

. W
e 

w
ill

 n
ot

 w
in

 u
nl

es
s w

e 
ha

ve
 

th
em

. W
e 

w
ill

 b
e 

de
fe

at
ed

 o
ve

r a
nd

 o
ve

r a
ga

in
, u

nl
es

s w
e 

ha
ve

 th
em

. 
O

th
er

 g
ro

un
ds

 th
an

 m
at

er
ia

l o
ne

s a
ls

o 
de

m
on

st
ra

te
 th

is
. 

R
ec

al
l i

n 
yo

ur
 m

in
d,

 C
om

ra
de

, h
ow

 th
in

gs
 w

er
e 

in
 G

er
m

an
y,

 b
ef

or
e 

an
d 

du
r-

in
g 

th
e 

w
ar

. T
he

 T
ra

de
 U

ni
on

s, 
th

e 
fa

r t
oo

 w
ea

k 
bu

t o
nl

y 
m

ea
ns

, w
er

e 
en

tir
el

y 
in

 
th

e 
ha

nd
s o

f t
he

 le
ad

er
s, 

w
ho

 u
se

d 
th

em
 a

s d
ea

d 
m

ac
hi

ne
s o

n 
be

ha
lf 

of
 c

ap
ita

l-
is

m
. T

he
n 

th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n 
br

ok
e 

ou
t. 

Th
e 

Tr
ad

e 
U

ni
on

s w
er

e 
us

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
le

ad
er

s 
an

d 
th

e 
m

as
se

s o
f m

em
be

rs
 a

s a
 w

ea
po

n 
ag

ai
ns

t t
he

 re
vo

lu
tio

n.
 It

 w
as

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
ei

r h
el

p,
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

ei
r c

oo
pe

ra
tio

n,
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

ei
r l

ea
de

rs
, n

ay
, p

ar
tly

 e
ve

n 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

ei
r m

em
be

rs
 th

at
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

w
as

 m
ur

de
re

d.
 T

he
 C

om
m

un
is

ts
 sa

w
 

th
ei

r o
w

n 
br

ot
he

rs
 b

ei
ng

 sh
ot

 w
ith

 th
e 

co
op

er
at

io
n 

of
 th

e 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s. 

St
rik

es
 in

 
fa

vo
ur

 o
f t

he
 re

vo
lu

tio
n 

w
er

e 
pr

ev
en

te
d,

 re
nd

er
ed

 im
po

ss
ib

le
. D

o 
yo

u 
ho

ld
 it

 
po

ss
ib

le
, C

om
ra

de
, t

ha
t u

nd
er

 su
ch

 c
on

di
tio

ns
 re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 w

or
ke

rs
 sh

ou
ld

 re
-

m
ai

n 
in

 th
es

e 
un

io
ns

? 
Es

pe
ci

al
ly

 w
he

n 
th

es
e 

la
tte

r a
re

 u
tte

rly
 in

ad
eq

ua
te

 in
st

ru
-
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th
e 

m
em

be
rs

 w
ill

 st
an

d 
by

 it
 to

 th
e 

ve
ry

 e
nd

 –
 a

ll 
ex

ce
pt

 th
e 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t, 

w
hi

ch
 

m
ak

es
 th

is
 b

lo
od

: s
ur

pl
us

 v
al

ue
. 

Th
ro

ug
h 

th
is

 d
ep

en
de

nc
e 

of
 a

ll 
cl

as
se

s o
n 

ba
nk

in
g 

ca
pi

ta
l a

nd
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
en

or
m

ou
s s

tre
ng

th
 o

f b
an

ki
ng

 c
ap

ita
l, 

al
l t

he
 c

la
ss

es
 a

re
 h

os
til

e 
to

 th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n,
 

so
 th

at
 th

e 
pr

ol
et

ar
ia

t s
ta

nd
s a

lo
ne

. 
A

nd
 a

s b
an

ki
ng

 c
ap

ita
l i

s t
he

 m
os

t p
lia

bl
e 

an
d 

el
as

tic
 fo

rc
e 

in
 th

e 
w

or
ld

, a
nd

 
in

cr
ea

se
s i

ts
 p

ow
er

 a
 th

ou
sa

nd
 ti

m
es

 th
ro

ug
h 

its
 c

re
di

t, 
it 

up
ho

ld
s a

nd
 m

ai
nt

ai
ns

 
ca

pi
ta

lis
m

 a
nd

 th
e 

ca
pi

ta
lis

t S
ta

te
, e

ve
n 

af
te

r t
hi

s t
er

rib
le

 w
ar

, a
fte

r t
he

 lo
ss

 o
f 

th
ou

sa
nd

s o
f b

ill
io

ns
, a

nd
 in

 th
e 

m
id

st
 o

f c
on

di
tio

ns
 th

at
 se

em
 li

ke
 b

an
kr

up
tc

y 
to

 
us

. 
A

nd
 it

 is
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

is
 th

at
, w

ith
 a

ll 
th

e 
m

or
e 

fo
rc

e,
 it

 c
ol

le
ct

s a
ll 

cl
as

se
s 

ar
ou

nd
 it

, c
om

bi
ni

ng
 th

em
 in

to
 o

ne
 w

ho
le

, a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t. 

A
nd

 th
e 

fo
rc

e 
an

d 
pl

ia
bi

lit
y,

 a
nd

 th
e 

un
is

on
 o

f a
ll 

cl
as

se
s a

re
 so

 g
re

at
, t

ha
t t

he
y 

w
ill

 la
st

 lo
ng

 
af

te
r t

he
 re

vo
lu

tio
n 

ha
s b

ro
ke

n 
ou

t. 
  

C
au

se
 o

f R
ev

ol
ut

io
n’

s D
el

ay
 

 
It 

is
 tr

ue
 th

at
 c

ap
ita

l h
as

 b
ee

n 
te

rr
ib

ly
 w

ea
ke

ne
d.

 T
he

 c
ris

is
 is

 c
om

in
g,

 a
nd

 w
ith

 it
 

th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n.
 A

nd
 I 

be
lie

ve
 th

at
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

w
ill

 w
in

. B
ut

 th
er

e 
ar

e 
tw

o 
th

in
gs

 
th

at
 st

ill
 k

ee
p 

ca
pi

ta
lis

m
 v

er
y 

st
ro

ng
: t

he
 sp

iri
tu

al
 sl

av
er

y 
of

 th
e 

m
as

se
s, 

an
d 

ba
nk

in
g 

ca
pi

ta
l. 

O
ur

 ta
ct

ic
s, 

th
er

ef
or

e,
 h

av
e 

to
 b

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 th

e 
po

w
er

 o
f t

he
se

 tw
o 

th
in

gs
. 

A
nd

 th
er

e 
is

 o
ne

 o
th

er
 c

au
se

 th
ro

ug
h 

w
hi

ch
 o

rg
an

is
ed

 b
an

ki
ng

 c
ap

ita
l r

al
lie

s 
al

l t
he

 c
la

ss
es

 a
ga

in
st

 th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n.
 It

 is
 th

e 
gr

ea
t n

um
be

r o
f p

ro
le

ta
ria

ns
. A

ll 
th

e 
cl

as
se

s f
ee

l t
ha

t i
f o

nl
y 

th
ey

 c
ou

ld
 in

du
ce

 th
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 (i
n 

G
er

m
an

y 
al

on
e 

al
m

os
t 

tw
en

ty
 m

ill
io

n)
 to

 w
or

k 
10

, 1
2,

 o
r 1

4 
ho

ur
s a

 d
ay

, t
he

n 
th

er
e 

w
ou

ld
 b

e 
a 

w
ay

 o
ut

 
of

 th
e 

cr
is

is
. T

ha
t i

s w
hy

 th
ey

 h
ol

d 
to

ge
th

er
. 

Th
es

e 
ar

e 
th

e 
ec

on
om

ic
 c

on
di

tio
ns

 in
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e.
 

In
 R

us
si

a 
ba

nk
in

g 
ca

pi
ta

l d
id

 n
ot

 h
av

e 
th

is
 p

ow
er

 y
et

, s
o 

th
er

e 
th

e 
bo

ur
ge

-
oi

si
e 

an
d 

th
e 

lo
w

er
 c

la
ss

es
 d

id
 n

ot
 u

ni
te

. C
on

se
qu

en
tly

, t
he

re
 w

er
e 

re
al

 ri
fts

 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

em
. A

nd
 th

er
e 

th
e 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t d

id
 n

ot
 st

an
d 

al
on

e.
 

Th
es

e 
ec

on
om

ic
 c

au
se

s d
et

er
m

in
e 

po
lit

ic
s. 

It 
is

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
is

 th
at

 th
os

e 
cl

as
s-

es
 in

 W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e 

(d
ep

en
de

nt
 sl

av
es

 th
at

 th
ey

 a
re

) v
ot

e 
fo

r t
he

ir 
m

as
te

rs
, f

or
 

th
es

e 
bi

g 
ca

pi
ta

lis
t p

ar
tie

s, 
an

d 
th

at
 th

ey
 b

el
on

g 
to

 th
em

. I
n 

G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
En

g-
la

nd
, i

n 
W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 th

es
e 

el
em

en
ts

 h
av

e 
ha

rd
ly

 a
ny

 p
ar

tie
s o

f t
he

ir 
ow

n.
 

A
ll 

th
is

 w
as

 v
er

y 
st

ro
ng

 a
lre

ad
y 

be
fo

re
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

an
d 

be
fo

re
 th

e 
w

ar
. 

N
ow

 th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

w
ar

 it
 h

as
 b

ec
om

e 
in

te
ns

ifi
ed

 to
 a

n 
en

or
m

ou
s e

xt
en

t –
 th

ro
ug

h 
na

tio
na

lis
m

 a
nd

 c
ha

uv
in

is
m

, b
ut

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 th

ro
ug

h 
th

e 
m

as
si

ve
 tr

us
tif

ic
at

io
n 

of
 

al
l e

co
no

m
ic

 fo
rc

es
. T

hr
ou

gh
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 h
ow

ev
er

, t
hi

s t
en

de
nc

y 
– 

un
ity

 o
f a

ll 
bo

ur
ge

oi
s p

ar
tie

s w
ith

 a
ll 

pe
tty

- b
ou

rg
eo

is
 e

le
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 a
ll 

po
or

 p
ea

sa
nt

s –
 h

as
 

ag
ai

n 
be

en
 im

m
en

se
ly

 st
re

ng
th

en
ed

. 
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shop ow
ner, the sm

all industrialist, the sm
all trader, are absolutely in the pow

er 
of the trusts, the m

onopolies, the banks. It is from
 these that they get their goods 

and credit. A
nd even the sm

all peasant, through his cooperative and his m
ort-

gages, is dependent on the trust, the m
onopoly, and the banks. 

C
om

rade, this part of m
y argum

entation, the argum
entation of the “Left 

W
ing”, is the m

ost im
portant of all. The entire tactics for Europe and A

m
erica 

depend on it. 
W

hat elem
ents do they consist of, C

om
rade, these low

er layers that stand 
nearest to the proletariat? O

f shop ow
ners, artisans, low

er officials and em
ploy-

ees, and poor peasants. 
Let us consider w

hat these are in W
estern Europe! Follow

 m
e, C

om
rade. N

ot 
only in a big shop – there the dependence on capital is a m

atter of course – but in 
a sm

all one in a poor, proletarian quarter. Look around you. W
hat do you see? 

Everything: nearly all the goods, clothes, foodstuffs, im
plem

ents, fuel etc., are 
products not only of big industry, but often of the trusts. A

nd not only in the 
cities, but in the country likew

ise. The sm
all shopkeepers are for the m

ost part 
storekeepers of big capital. That is to say of banking capital, for this rules the 
large factories and the trusts. 

Look about you in the w
orkshop of a sm

all artisan, no m
atter w

hether in the 
city or the country. H

is raw
 m

aterials, the m
etals, the leather, the w

ood, etc., 
com

e to him
 from

 big capital, often even from
 the m

onopolies, that is to say from
 

the banks as w
ell. A

nd in so far as the purveyors are sm
all capitalists as yet, these 

in their turn depend on banking capital. 
A

nd the low
er officials and em

ployees? The great m
ajority of them

 in W
est-

ern Europe is in the em
ploym

ent of big capital, the State, of the m
unicipality, 

finally therefore also of the banks. The percentage of em
ployees and officials 

nearest to the proletariat that are directly or indirectly dependent on big capital is 
very great in W

estern Europe. In G
erm

any and England, as w
ell as in the U

nited 
States and the B

ritish colonies, it is enorm
ous. A

nd the interests of these layers 
are one therefore w

ith those of big capital, that is to say the banks. 
I have already dealt w

ith the poor peasants, and w
e have seen, that for the 

tim
e being they cannot be w

on for C
om

m
unism

, for the reasons already 
m

entioned, and also because they are dependent on big capital for their 
im

plem
ents, goods, and m

ortgages. 
W

hat does this prove, C
om

rade? 
That m

odern W
est-European (and A

m
erican) society and State have becom

e 
O

N
E big, thoroughly organised w

hole, w
hich is entirely controlled, m

oved and 
regulated by banking capital. That society here is a regulated body, capital-
istically regulated, but regulated all the sam

e. That banking capital is the blood, 
flow

ing through the entire body, and nourishing all its branches. That this body is 
one, and that capital renders this body enorm

ously strong, and that therefore all 
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m
ents for the revolution! In m

y opinion this is a physical im
possibility. W

hat 
w

ould you yourself have done, as a m
em

ber of a political party, that of the 
M

enshevists for instance, if these had acted thus in the revolution? Y
ou w

ould 
have split the Party (if you had not already done so)! Y

ou w
ill reply: this w

as a 
political party, it is different in the case of a Trade U

nion. I believe you are m
is-

taken. In the revolution, during the revolution, every Trade U
nion, every w

orkers’ 
union even, is a political party – either pro- or counter-revolutionary. 

In your article, how
ever, you say, and you w

ill do so now
: these em

otional 
im

pulses m
ust be conquered, for the sake of unity and C

om
m

unist propaganda. I 
w

ill show
 you, by m

eans of concrete exam
ples, that during the revolution this 

w
as im

possible in G
erm

any. For these questions m
ust also be considered quite 

concretely. Let us suppose that G
erm

any had 100,000 really revolutionary dock 
labourers, 100,000 revolutionary m

etal w
orkers, and 100,000 revolutionary 

m
iners; that these w

ere w
illing to strike, to fight, to die for the revolution, and 

that the other m
illions w

ere not. W
hat are these 300,000 to do? They m

ust in the 
first place unite, and form

 a fighting league. This you acknow
ledge. W

ithout 
organisation w

orkers can do nothing. N
ow

 a new
 league against old unions, even 

if the w
orkers rem

ain in the old ones, is a split already; if not form
ally, at any rate 

actually, in reality. N
ext, how

ever, the m
em

bers of the new
 league need a press, 

m
eetings, localities, a salaried staff. This requires heaps of m

oney. A
nd the 

G
erm

an w
orkers possess next to nothing. In order to keep the new

 league going, 
they m

ust needs, w
hether they like it or not, leave the old one. Thus w

e see that, 
concretely considered, that w

hich you, C
om

rade, propose, is im
possible. 

  B
uild on N

ew
 Foundations 

 
H

ow
ever, there are better m

aterial grounds yet. The G
erm

an w
orkers w

ho left the 
Trade U

nions, that w
ished to destroy them

, that created the industrial organis-
ations and w

orkers’ unions, stood IN
 TH

E R
EV

O
LU

TIO
N

. It w
as necessary to 

fight at O
N

C
E. The revolution w

as there. The Trade U
nions refused to fight. 

W
hat is the good then of saying: rem

ain in the Trade U
nions, propagate your 

ideas, you w
ill grow

 stronger, and becom
e the m

ajority. A
part from

 the fact that 
the m

inority w
ould be strangled, as is the custom

 there, this w
ould be quite fine, 

and also the Left W
ing w

ould try it, if there w
ere only tim

e to do so. B
ut it w

as 
im

possible to w
ait. The revolution had begun. A

nd it is still going on! 
IN

 TH
E R

EV
O

LU
TIO

N
 (m

ind, C
om

rade, it w
as in the revolution that the 

G
erm

an w
orkers split the Party, and created their W

orkers’ U
nion) the revo-

lutionary w
orkers w

ill alw
ays separate them

selves from
 the social-patriots. In the 

struggle, no other w
ay is possible. N

o m
atter w

hat you, and the M
oscow

 Exec-
utive, and the International C

ongress say, and no m
atter how

 m
uch you dislike a 

split in the Party, it w
ill alw

ays take place, on psychological and m
aterial 
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gr
ou

nd
s, 

be
ca

us
e 

th
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 c
an

no
t i

n 
th

e 
lo

ng
 ru

n 
to

le
ra

te
 th

e 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s 

sh
oo

tin
g 

th
em

, a
nd

 b
ec

au
se

 th
er

e 
ha

s t
o 

be
 fi

gh
tin

g.
 

Th
at

 is
 w

hy
 th

e 
Le

ft 
W

in
g 

ha
s c

re
at

ed
 th

e 
W

or
ke

rs
’ U

ni
on

s;
 a

nd
 a

s t
he

y 
be

lie
ve

 th
at

 th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n 
in

 G
er

m
an

y 
is

 n
ot

 o
ve

r y
et

, b
ut

 it
 w

ill
 p

ro
ce

ed
 to

 th
e 

fin
al

 v
ic

to
ry

, t
he

y 
ke

ep
 th

em
 u

p.
 

C
om

ra
de

 L
en

in
, i

s t
he

re
 a

no
th

er
 w

ay
 o

ut
, i

n 
th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
’ m

ov
em

en
t, 

w
he

n 
tw

o 
tre

nd
s c

om
e 

up
, b

ut
 th

at
 o

f f
ig

ht
in

g?
 A

nd
 w

he
n 

th
os

e 
tre

nd
s a

re
 v

er
y 

di
ve

r-
ge

nt
, i

f t
he

y 
op

po
se

 o
ne

 a
no

th
er

, i
s t

he
re

 a
no

th
er

 w
ay

 o
ut

 b
ut

 se
ce

ss
io

n?
 D

id
 y

ou
 

ev
er

 h
ea

r o
f a

ny
 o

th
er

? 
A

nd
 is

 th
er

e 
an

yt
hi

ng
 m

or
e 

op
po

se
d 

th
an

 re
vo

lu
tio

n 
an

d 
co

un
te

r-
re

vo
lu

tio
n?

 
Fo

r t
hi

s r
ea

so
n 

ag
ai

n 
th

e 
K

A
PD

 a
nd

 th
e 

G
en

er
al

 W
or

ke
rs

’ U
ni

on
s a

re
 q

ui
te

 
rig

ht
. A

nd
, C

om
ra

de
, h

av
e 

no
t t

he
se

 se
ce

ss
io

ns
, t

he
se

 c
le

ar
an

ce
s a

lw
ay

s b
ee

n 
a 

bl
es

si
ng

 fo
r t

he
 p

ro
le

ta
ria

t?
 D

oe
s n

ot
 th

is
 a

lw
ay

s b
ec

om
e 

ev
id

en
t a

fte
r a

 w
hi

le
? 

I 
ha

ve
 so

m
e 

ex
pe

rie
nc

e 
in

 th
is

 m
at

te
r. 

W
he

n 
w

e 
as

 y
et

 b
el

on
ge

d 
to

 th
e 

so
ci

al
-p

at
ri-

ot
ic

 p
ar

ty
 w

e 
ha

d 
no

 in
flu

en
ce

 –
 a

fte
r o

ur
 e

xp
ul

si
on

 w
e 

ha
d 

so
m

e 
– 

in
 th

e 
be

gi
nn

-
in

g,
 a

nd
 v

er
y 

so
on

 w
e 

w
on

 a
 g

re
at

, a
 v

er
y 

gr
ea

t i
nf

lu
en

ce
. A

nd
 h

ow
 a

bo
ut

 y
ou

, 
th

e 
B

ol
sh

ev
is

ts
, a

fte
r t

he
 se

ce
ss

io
n?

 I 
be

lie
ve

 y
ou

 fa
re

d 
qu

ite
 w

el
l. 

Sm
al

l i
nf

lu
-

en
ce

 a
t f

irs
t, 

ve
ry

 m
uc

h 
la

te
r o

n.
 A

nd
 a

ll 
no

w
. I

t a
ll 

de
pe

nd
s o

n 
th

e 
ec

on
om

ic
 a

nd
 

po
lit

ic
al

 d
ev

el
op

m
en

t, 
w

he
th

er
 a

 g
ro

up
, b

e 
it 

ev
er

 so
 sm

al
l, 

do
es

 b
ec

om
e 

th
e 

m
os

t 
po

w
er

fu
l p

ar
ty

. I
f t

he
 re

vo
lu

tio
n 

in
 G

er
m

an
y 

la
st

s, 
th

er
e 

is
 a

 fa
ir 

ho
pe

 th
at

 th
e 

im
po

rta
nc

e 
an

d 
th

e 
in

flu
en

ce
 o

f t
he

 w
or

ke
rs

’ u
ni

on
s w

ill
 su

rp
as

s a
ll 

th
e 

ot
he

rs
. 

Y
ou

 sh
ou

ld
 n

ot
 b

e 
in

tim
id

at
ed

 b
y 

th
ei

r n
um

be
rs

 –
 7

0,
00

0 
ag

ai
ns

t s
ev

en
 m

ill
io

ns
. 

Sm
al

le
r g

ro
up

s t
ha

n 
th

es
e 

ha
ve

 b
ec

om
e 

th
e 

st
ro

ng
es

t –
 th

e 
B

ol
sh

ev
is

ts
, a

m
on

g 
ot

he
rs

! Th
e 

in
du

st
ria

l u
ni

on
s a

nd
 w

or
ks

ho
p 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
ns

, a
nd

 th
e 

W
or

ke
rs

’ U
ni

on
s 

th
at

 a
re

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
th

em
 a

nd
 fo

rm
ed

 fr
om

 th
em

, w
hy

 a
re

 th
ey

 su
ch

 e
xc

el
le

nt
 w

ea
p-

on
s f

or
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n 

in
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 th

e 
be

st
 w

ea
po

ns
 e

ve
n 

to
ge

th
er

 w
ith

 th
e 

C
om

m
un

is
t P

ar
ty

? 
B

ec
au

se
 th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
 a

ct
 fo

r t
he

m
se

lv
es

, i
nf

in
ite

ly
 m

or
e 

so
 

th
an

 th
ey

 d
id

 in
 th

e 
ol

d 
Tr

ad
e 

U
ni

on
s, 

be
ca

us
e 

no
w

 th
ey

 c
on

tro
l t

he
ir 

le
ad

er
s, 

an
d 

th
er

eb
y 

th
e 

en
tir

e 
le

ad
er

sh
ip

, a
nd

 b
ec

au
se

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
th

e 
su

pe
rv

is
io

n 
of

 th
e 

in
du

st
-

ria
l o

rg
an

is
at

io
n,

 a
nd

 th
er

eb
y 

of
 th

e 
en

tir
e 

un
io

n.
 

Ev
er

y 
tra

de
, e

ve
ry

 w
or

ks
ho

p 
is

 o
ne

 w
ho

le
, w

he
re

 th
e 

w
or

ke
rs

 e
le

ct
 th

ei
r 

re
pr

es
en

ta
tiv

es
. T

he
 in

du
st

ria
l o

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

 h
av

e 
be

en
 d

iv
id

ed
 a

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 e

co
n-

om
ic

 d
is

tri
ct

s. 
R

ep
re

se
nt

at
iv

es
 h

av
e 

be
en

 a
pp

oi
nt

ed
 fo

r t
he

 d
is

tri
ct

s. 
A

nd
 th

e 
di

st
ric

ts
 in

 tu
rn

 e
le

ct
 th

e 
ge

ne
ra

l b
oa

rd
 fo

r t
he

 e
nt

ire
 S

ta
te

. 
A

ll 
th

e 
in

du
st

ria
l o

rg
an

is
at

io
ns

 to
ge

th
er

, n
o 

m
at

te
r t

o 
w

ha
t t

ra
de

 th
ey

 b
el

on
g,

 
co

ns
tit

ut
e 

th
e 

on
e 

W
or

ke
rs

’ U
ni

on
. 

Th
is

, a
s w

e 
se

e,
 is

 a
n 

or
ga

ni
sa

tio
n 

al
to

ge
th

er
 d

ire
ct

ed
 to

w
ar

ds
 th

e 
re

vo
lu

tio
n.

 
If

 a
n 

in
te

rv
al

 o
f c

om
pa

ra
tiv

el
y 

pe
ac

ef
ul

 fi
gh

tin
g 

sh
ou

ld
 fo

llo
w

, t
hi

s o
rg

an
-

is
at

io
n 

m
ig

ht
 m

or
eo

ve
r b

e 
ea

si
ly

 a
da

pt
ed

. T
he

 in
du

st
ria

l o
rg

an
is

at
io

ns
 w

ou
ld
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Th
e 

se
co

nd
 a

rg
um

en
t: 

th
e 

ad
va

nt
ag

e 
of

 p
ar

lia
m

en
ta

ry
 a

ct
io

n 
(in

 re
vo

lu
ti-

on
ar

y 
pe

rio
ds

) f
or

 ta
ki

ng
 a

dv
an

ta
ge

 o
f t

he
 ri

fts
 b

et
w

ee
n 

th
e 

pa
rti

es
, a

nd
 fo

r 
co

m
pr

om
is

es
 w

ith
 so

m
e 

of
 th

em
. 

  A
n 

U
nc

on
ge

ni
al

 T
as

k 
 To

 re
fu

te
 th

is
 a

rg
um

en
t (

es
pe

ci
al

ly
 fo

r E
ng

la
nd

 a
nd

 G
er

m
an

y,
 b

ut
 a

ls
o 

fo
r a

ll 
W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e)
, I

 sh
al

l h
av

e 
to

 g
o 

so
m

ew
ha

t m
or

e 
in

to
 d

et
ai

l t
ha

n 
w

ith
 th

e 
fir

st
. 

It 
is

 m
os

t u
nc

on
ge

ni
al

 to
 m

e,
 C

om
ra

de
, t

ha
t I

 sh
ou

ld
 h

av
e 

to
 d

o 
th

is
 a

ga
in

st
 y

ou
. 

Th
is

 e
nt

ire
 q

ue
st

io
n 

of
 re

vo
lu

tio
na

ry
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

sm
, f

or
 it

 is
 n

o 
lo

ng
er

 re
fo

rm
is

t, 
bu

t r
ev

ol
ut

io
na

ry
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

sm
, i

s a
 v

ita
l q

ue
st

io
n,

 li
te

ra
lly

 a
 m

at
te

r o
f l

ife
 a

nd
 

de
at

h 
fo

r u
s W

es
t-E

ur
op

ea
ns

. T
he

 m
at

te
r i

ts
el

f, 
th

e 
re

fu
ta

tio
n,

 is
 e

as
y.

 W
e 

ha
ve

 
re

fu
te

d 
th

is
 a

rg
um

en
t a

 h
un

dr
ed

 ti
m

es
, w

he
n 

Tr
oe

ls
tra

, H
en

de
rs

on
, B

er
ns

te
in

, 
Le

gi
en

, R
en

an
de

l, 
va

n 
de

r V
el

de
, e

tc
., 

al
l t

he
 S

oc
ia

l-P
at

rio
ts

, u
se

d 
it.

 W
hy

 K
au

t-
sk

y,
 w

he
n 

he
 w

as
 st

ill
 K

au
ts

ky
, h

as
 re

fu
te

d 
it.

 It
 w

as
 th

e 
gr

ea
te

st
 a

rg
um

en
t o

f t
he

 
re

fo
rm

is
ts

. W
e 

di
d 

no
t t

hi
nk

 w
e 

w
ou

ld
 e

ve
r h

av
e 

to
 d

o 
it 

ag
ai

ns
t y

ou
. N

ow
 w

e 
ha

ve
 to

. 
W

el
l t

he
n:

 T
he

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
 o

f p
ro

fit
in

g 
in

 p
ar

lia
m

en
t f

ro
m

 th
e 

“r
ift

s”
 is

 u
tte

rly
 

in
si

gn
ifi

ca
nt

, f
or

 th
e 

ve
ry

 re
as

on
 th

at
 fo

r s
ev

er
al

 y
ea

rs
, f

or
 a

 sc
or

e 
of

 y
ea

rs
, t

he
se

 
“r

ift
s”

 h
av

e 
be

en
 in

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
. T

ho
se

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

e 
bi

g 
bo

ur
ge

oi
s a

nd
 th

e 
pe

tty
-

bo
ur

ge
oi

s p
ar

tie
s. 

In
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 in

 G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
En

gl
an

d.
 T

hi
s d

oe
s n

ot
 

da
te

 fr
om

 th
e 

re
vo

lu
tio

n.
 It

 w
as

 so
 lo

ng
 b

ef
or

e,
 in

 th
e 

pe
rio

d 
of

 p
ea

ce
fu

l e
vo

lu
t-

io
n.

 A
ll 

pa
rti

es
, i

nc
lu

di
ng

 th
e 

pe
tty

-b
ou

rg
eo

is
ie

 a
nd

 th
e 

sm
al

l p
ea

sa
nt

s, 
ha

d 
be

en
 

A
G

A
IN

ST
 th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
 fo

r a
 lo

ng
 ti

m
e 

al
re

ad
y,

 a
nd

 b
et

w
ee

n 
th

em
se

lv
es

 th
e 

di
ff

-
er

en
ce

 in
 m

at
te

rs
 c

on
ce

rn
in

g 
th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
 (a

nd
 c

on
se

qu
en

tly
 o

n 
ne

ar
ly

 a
ll 

po
in

ts
), 

ha
d 

be
co

m
e 

ve
ry

 sl
ig

ht
, o

r h
ad

 o
fte

n 
qu

ite
 d

is
ap

pe
ar

ed
. T

hi
s i

s a
n 

es
ta

bl
is

he
d 

fa
ct

, t
he

or
et

ic
al

ly
 a

s w
el

l a
s p

ra
ct

ic
al

ly
, i

n 
W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 in

 G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
En

gl
an

d.
 

Th
eo

re
tic

al
ly

, b
ec

au
se

 c
ap

ita
l c

on
ce

nt
ra

te
s i

n 
ba

nk
s, 

tru
st

s, 
an

d 
m

on
op

ol
ie

s 
to

 a
n 

en
or

m
ou

s d
eg

re
e.

 
In

 W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e,

 a
nd

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 in

 E
ng

la
nd

 a
nd

 G
er

m
an

y,
 th

es
e 

ba
nk

s, 
tru

st
s a

nd
 c

ar
te

ls
 h

av
e 

as
si

m
ila

te
d 

ne
ar

ly
 a

ll 
ca

pi
ta

l i
n 

th
e 

in
du

st
rie

s, 
co

m
m

er
ce

, 
tra

ns
po

rt,
 a

nd
 to

 a
 g

re
at

 e
xt

en
t e

ve
n 

in
 a

gr
ic

ul
tu

re
. T

he
 w

ho
le

 o
f i

nd
us

try
, i

nc
lu

d-
in

g 
sm

al
l s

ca
le

 in
du

st
ry

, t
he

 w
ho

le
 o

f t
ra

ns
po

rt,
 in

cl
ud

in
g 

th
e 

sm
al

l e
nt

er
pr

is
es

, 
th

e 
w

ho
le

 o
f c

om
m

er
ce

, b
ig

 a
s w

el
l a

s s
m

al
l, 

an
d 

th
e 

gr
ea

te
r p

ar
t o

f a
gr

ic
ul

tu
re

, 
bi

g 
an

d 
sm

al
l, 

ha
s c

on
se

qu
en

tly
 b

ec
om

e 
ab

so
lu

te
ly

 d
ep

en
de

nt
 o

n 
bi

g 
ca

pi
ta

l. 
Th

ey
 h

av
e 

fu
se

d 
w

ith
 it

. 
C

om
ra

de
 L

en
in

 sa
ys

 th
at

 sm
al

l c
om

m
er

ce
, t

ra
ns

po
rt,

 in
du

st
ry

 a
nd

 a
gr

ic
ul

t-
ur

e,
 w

av
er

 b
et

w
ee

n 
ca

pi
ta

l a
nd

 w
or

ke
rs

. T
hi

s i
s w

ro
ng

. I
t w

as
 so

 in
 R

us
si

a,
 a

nd
 it

 
us

ed
 to

 b
e 

so
 h

er
e.

 In
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e,
 in

 G
er

m
an

y 
an

d 
En

gl
an

d,
 th

ey
 a

re
 n

ow
 so

 
la

rg
el

y,
 so

 u
tte

rly
 d

ep
en

de
nt

 o
n 

bi
g 

ca
pi

ta
l, 

th
at

 th
ey

 n
o 

lo
ng

er
 w

av
er

. T
he

 sm
al

l 
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3. The exam
ple of R

ussia, w
here this propaganda and the com

prom
ise w

orked so 
w

onderfully w
ell. 

 Further argum
ents you have none. I w

ill answ
er them

 in turn. 
To begin w

ith the first argum
ent, propaganda in parliam

ent. This argum
ent is 

only of very slight im
portance. For the non-C

om
m

unist w
orkers, that is to say the 

social-dem
ocrats, the C

hristian and other bourgeois elem
ents do not, as a rule, 

read one w
ord in their papers about our parliam

entary speeches. 
O

ften these speeches are utterly m
utilated. W

ith those, therefore, w
e achieve 

nothing. W
e only get at the w

orkers through our m
eetings, brochures and 

new
spapers. 

  A
ction Speaks L

ouder than W
ords 

 W
e, how

ever (I often speak in the nam
e of the K

A
PD

), get at them
 especially 

through action (in the tim
e of the revolution, of w

hich w
e speak). In all bigger 

tow
ns and villages they see us act. They see our strikes, our street fights, our 

councils. They hear our w
atchw

ords. They see our lead. This is the best propa-
ganda, the m

ost convincing. This action, how
ever, is not in parliam

ent! 
The non-C

om
m

unist w
orkers, therefore, the sm

all peasants and bourgeois, 
can be reached quite w

ell also w
ithout parliam

entary action. 
H

ere one part in particular from
 your brochure, Infantile D

isorder, m
ust be 

refuted; it show
s w

here opportunism
 is already leading you, C

om
rade. 

O
n page 52 you say that the fact of the G

erm
an w

orkers com
ing in m

asses to 
join the ranks of the Independent Party, and not the C

om
m

unist Party, is attribut-
able to the parliam

entary action of the Independents. The m
ass of the B

erlin 
w

orkers, therefore, had been as good as converted through the death of our C
om

-
rades Liebknecht and R

osa Luxem
burg, through the purposeful strikes and the 

street fights of the C
om

m
unists. O

nly a speech of C
om

rade Levi in parliam
ent 

w
as lacking as yet! H

ad he but delivered this speech, they w
ould have com

e to us, 
instead of to the double-m

inded Independents! N
o, com

rade, this is not true. They 
have gone to the double-m

inds first because they w
ere afraid as yet of the single-

m
inded: the revolution. B

ecause the transition from
 slavery to freedom

 lies 
through hesitation. 

Look out, C
om

rade, you see w
hither opportunism

 is already leading you. 
Y

our first argum
ent is of no im

portance. 
A

nd if w
e consider that parliam

entary action (in the revolution, in G
erm

any 
and England, and all W

estern Europe) reinforces the w
orkers’ idea that their 

leaders w
ill do things for them

, and dissuades them
 from

 the idea that they m
ust 

do everything for them
selves, w

e see that this argum
ent does not only bring no 

good at all, but that it is exceedingly harm
ful. 
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only have to be com
bined, according to the industries, w

ithin the com
pass of the 

W
orkers’ U

nions. 
  

T
he W

orker has Pow
er 

 
It is obvious. H

ere the w
orkers, every w

orker, has pow
er, for in his w

orkshop he 
elects his ow

n delegates, and through them
 he has direct control over the district 

and State bodies. There is strong centralisation, but not too strong. The individual 
and the industrial organisation has great pow

er. H
e can dism

iss or replace his 
delegates at any tim

e, and com
pel them

 to replace the higher positions at the 
shortest notice. This is individualism

, but not too m
uch of it. For the central 

corporations, the districts and governm
ent councils have great pow

er. The indi-
vidual and the central board have just that am

ount of pow
er, w

hich this present 
period, in w

hich the revolution breaks out, requires and allow
s. 

M
arx w

rites that under capitalism
 the citizen is an abstraction, a cipher, as 

com
pared to the State. It is the sam

e in the Trade U
nions. The bureaucracy, the 

entire system
 of the organisation plane ever so far above, and are altogether out of 

the reach of the w
orker. H

e cannot reach them
. H

e is a cipher as com
pared to 

them
, an abstraction. For them

 he is not even the m
an in the w

orkshop. H
e is not 

a living, w
illing, struggling being. If in the old Trade U

nions you replace the 
bureaucracy by other persons, you w

ill see that before long these also have the 
sam

e character; that they stand high, unattainably high above the m
asses, and are 

in no w
ay in touch w

ith them
. N

inety-nine out of every hundred w
ill be tyrants, 

and w
ill stand on the side of the bourgeoisie. It is the very nature of the organ-

isation that m
akes them

 so. 
Y

our tactics strive to leave the Trade U
nions as they are, “dow

n below
”, and 

only to give them
 other leaders som

ew
hat m

ore of the Left trend, is therefore 
purely a change “up above”. A

nd the Trade U
nions rem

ain in the pow
er of lead-

ers. A
nd these, once spoilt, everything is as of old, or at the very best, a slight 

im
provem

ent in the layers up above. N
o, not even if you yourself, or w

e our-
selves, w

ere the leaders, w
e w

ould not consent to this. For w
e w

ish to enable the 
m

asses them
selves to becom

e m
ore intelligent, m

ore courageous, self- acting, 
m

ore elevated in all things. W
e w

ant the m
asses them

selves to m
ake the revo-

lution. For only thus the revolution can trium
ph here in W

estern Europe. A
nd to 

this end the old Trade U
nions m

ust be destroyed. 
  

Industrial W
orkers D

ecide 
 H

ow
 utterly different it is in the industrial unions. H

ere it is the w
orker him

self 
w

ho decides about tactics, trend, and struggle, and w
ho intervenes if the “leaders” 
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Thus there has to be everyw
here one group that draw

s all the consequences; 
such groups are the salt of hum

anity. 
H

ere, how
ever, after this theoretical defence of anti-parliam

entarism
, I have 

to answ
er in detail your defence of parliam

entarism
. Y

ou defend it (from
 page 36 

to 68), for England and G
erm

any. The argum
entation, how

ever, holds good only 
for R

ussia (and at the very utm
ost for a few

 other East-European countries), not 
for W

estern Europe. That, as I have said before, is w
here your m

istake lies. That 
turns you from

 a M
arxist into an opportunist leader. That causes you, the M

arxist, 
radical leader for R

ussia, and probably a few
 m

ore East-European countries, to 
sink back into opportunism

 w
here W

estern Europe is concerned. A
nd, if accepted 

here, your tactics w
ould lead the entire W

est to perdition. This I w
ill next prove 

in detail, in answ
er to your argum

entation. 
C

om
rade, on reading your argum

entation from
 page 36 to 68, a recollection 

constantly occurred to m
e. 

  A
m

ongst the Social Patriots 
 I saw

 m
yself once m

ore at a congress of the old Social-Patriotic Party of H
olland, 

listening to a speech of Troelstra’s – a speech in w
hich he depicted to the w

orkers 
the great advantages of the reform

ist policy, in w
hich he spoke of the w

orkers 
that w

ere not social-dem
ocratic yet, and that w

ere to be w
on by com

prom
ise; in 

w
hich he spoke of the alliances that w

ere to be m
ade (only provisionally, of 

course!) w
ith the parties of these w

orkers, and of the “rifts” in and betw
een the 

bourgeois parties, of w
hich w

e w
ere to m

ake use. In just the sam
e w

ay, in alm
ost, 

nay in absolutely the sam
e w

ords, you, C
om

rade Lenin, speak for us W
est 

Europeans! 
A

nd I rem
em

ber how
 w

e sat there, far back in the hall; w
e the M

arxist C
om

-
rades, very few

 in num
ber – only four or five. H

enriette R
oland H

olst, Panne-
koek, and a few

 others. Troelstra spoke persuasively and convincingly, just as 
you do, C

om
rade. A

nd I rem
em

ber how
, in the m

idst of the thundering applause, 
of the brilliant reform

ist expositions and the reviling of M
arxism

, the w
orkers in 

the hall looked round at the “idiots” and “asses” and “childish fools”, nam
es that 

Troelstra called us at that tim
e – alm

ost the sam
e as you call us now

. To all prob-
ability things have been practically the sam

e at the C
ongress of the International 

in M
oscow

, w
hen you spoke against the “Left” M

arxists. A
nd his w

ords – just 
like yours, C

om
rade – w

ere so convincing, so logical, w
ithin the com

pass of his 
m

ethod, that at tim
es I m

yself thought, yes, he is right. 
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C
om

m
unist Party falling back into the course of opportunism

, through parliam
entarism

, it is a 
tactical necessity to defend anti-parliam

entarism
. A

nd thus in m
any countries of W

estern 
Europe it m

ay continue to be!  

N
ext I com

e to England: to the English Left W
ing. 

A
fter G

erm
any, England is nearest to a revolution, not because in that 

country the situation is revolutionary already, but because the proletariat there is 
so num

erous, and the capitalist and econom
ic conditions m

ost favourable. O
nly a 

strong blow
 is needed there and the fight w

ill begin, a fight w
hich can only end in 

a victory. A
nd the blow

 w
ill com

e. This is felt, this is alm
ost instinctively know

n 
by the m

ost advanced w
orkers of England (as w

e all feel it), and because they feel 
this, they have founded a new

 m
ovem

ent, w
hich, w

hilst m
anifesting itself in vari-

ous directions, and searching as yet, just as in G
erm

any – is in general the rank 
and file m

ovem
ent, the m

ovem
ent of the m

asses them
selves, w

ithout, or pract-
ically w

ithout leaders 12. 
Their m

ovem
ent is very m

uch like the G
erm

an W
orkers’ U

nion and its 
industrial organisations. 

D
id you observe, C

om
rade, that this m

ovem
ent has arisen in tw

o of the m
ost 

advanced countries only? A
nd from

 the ranks of the w
orkers them

selves? A
nd in 

m
any places 13. This proves already in itself that it is of natural grow

th, and not to 
be stopped! 

  
Struggle in E

ngland E
ssential 

 A
nd in England this m

ovem
ent, this struggle against the Trade U

nions, is needed 
m

ore alm
ost than in G

erm
any, for the English Trade U

nions are not only a tool in 
the hands of the leaders, for the m

aintenance of capitalism
, but they are at the 

sam
e tim

e far m
ore inefficient as a m

eans for the revolution than those of 
G

erm
any. The w

ay they are conducted dates from
 the tim

e of the sm
all struggle, 

often as far back as the 19th or even the 18th century. England not only has 
industries w

here 25 Trade U
nions exist, but m

ost of the unions fight one another 
to the death for m

em
bers!! A

nd the m
em

bers are utterly w
ithout pow

er. D
o you 

also w
ish to retain these Trade U

nions, C
om

rade Lenin? 
M

ust not these be opposed, split up, and destroyed? If you are against the 
W

orkers’ U
nions you m

ust also be against the Shop C
om

m
ittees, the Shop Stew
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ards, and the Industrial U

nions. W
hoever is in favour of the latter, is also in fav-

our of the form
er. For the C

om
m

unists in either aim
 at the sam

e things. 
The English C

om
m

unists of the Left W
ing w

ish to use this new
 trend in the 

Trade U
nion m

ovem
ent to destroy the English Trade U

nions in their present 
shape, to alter them

, to replace them
 by new

 instrum
ents in the class struggle, 

w
hich can be applied for the revolution. The sam

e reasons that w
e have brought 

forw
ard for the G

erm
an m

ovem
ent holds good here. 

                                                 
12 Shop C

om
m

ittees, Shop Stew
ards, and, especially in W

ales, Industrial U
nions. 
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great extent, w
ould leave everything to be done through his speeches, so that his 

parliam
entary action w

ould have a harm
ful effect 18. 

 
 B

ig N
um

bers of no A
vail 

 
It is true that this w

ork of the Left W
ing w

ould take years, and those people w
ho 

for som
e reason or other, strive for im

m
ediate results, big num

bers, large am
ounts 

of m
em

bers and votes, big parties, and a pow
erful (seem

ingly pow
erful!) Inter-

national, w
ill have a rather long tim

e to w
ait. Those, how

ever, w
ho realise that 

the victory of the G
erm

an and W
est- European revolution can only com

e, if a 
very great num

ber, if the m
ass of the w

orkers believe in them
selves, w

ill be 
satisfied w

ith these tactics. 
For G

erm
any and W

estern Europe they are the only tactics possible. This is 
particularly true for England. 

C
om

rade, do you know
 the bourgeois individualism

 of England, its bourge-
ois liberty, its parliam

entary dem
ocracy, as they have grow

n during som
e six or 

seven centuries? D
o you really know

 them
? D

o you know
 how

 utterly they differ 
from

 conditions in your country? D
o you know

 how
 deeply these ideas are rooted 

in everyone, also in the proletarian individuals of England and its colonies? D
o 

you know
 into w

hat an im
m

ense w
hole it has developed? D

o you know
 how

 
generally spread it is? In social and personal life? I do not think there is one R

uss-
ian, one inhabitant of Eastern Europe, w

ho know
s them

. If you knew
 them

, you 
w

ould rejoice at those am
ong the English w

orkers w
ho totally break w

ith this 
greatest political form

ation of w
orld capitalism

. 
If this is done w

ith full consciousness, it dem
ands a revolutionary m

ind, 
quite as great as that w

hich once broke w
ith C

zarism
. This rupture w

ith the entire 
English dem

ocracy constitutes the era of the English revolution. 
A

nd this is done, as it m
ust inevitably be done in England, w

ith its trem
en-

dous history, tradition, and strength; it is done w
ith the utm

ost firm
ness of pur-

pose. B
ecause the English proletariat has the greatest pow

er (potentially it is the 
m

ost pow
erful on the earth), it m

akes a sudden stand against the m
ightiest bour-

geoisie of the earth, and w
ith one stroke rejects the w

hole of English dem
ocracy, 

although the revolution has not yet broken out there. 
That is w

hat their vanguard did, just like the G
erm

an one, the K
A

PD
. A

nd 
w

hy did they do it? B
ecause they know

 that they also stand alone, and that no 
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18 The exam
ple of C

om
rade Liebknecht is in itself a proof that our tactics are right. B

EFO
R

E 
the revolution, w

hen im
perialism

 w
as as yet at the sum

m
it of pow

er, and suppressed every 
m

ovem
ent by m

artial law
, he could exercise an enorm

ous influence through his protests in 
parliam

ent; D
U

R
IN

G
 the revolution this w

as so no longer. A
s soon , therefore, as the w

orkers 
have taken their lot into their ow

n hands, w
e m

ust let go of parliam
entarism

.  

O
nce again this w

ill be so, not because w
e of the Left W

ing w
ill it so, but 

because the revolution m
ust needs have these new

 organisations. The revolution 
cannot trium

ph w
ithout them

. 
  H

ail the R
ank and File M

ovem
ent 

 
A

ll hail!, therefore, the rank and file m
ovem

ent in England, and the W
orkers’ 

U
nions in G

erm
any, first forerunners of the Soviets in Europe. G

ood luck to you, 
the first organisations that, w

ith the C
om

m
unist parties, w

ill bring the revolution 
in W

estern Europe. 
Y

ou, C
om

rade Lenin, w
ish to com

pel us to use bad w
eapons here in W

estern 
Europe, w

here w
e stand alone, w

ithout a single ally, against an as yet extrem
ely 

pow
erful, extrem

ely organised and arm
ed capitalism

, and w
here w

e stand in need 
of the very best of w

eapons, the very strongest. W
here w

e w
ant to organise the 

revolution on the shop floor, and on a shop floor basis, you w
ish to force the m

is-
erable Trade U

nions on us. The revolution in W
estern Europe can and m

ust be 
organised only on the shop floor and on a shop floor basis, because here capital-
ism

 has attained such a high econom
ic and political organisation (in all direct-

ions) and because the w
orkers (except for the C

om
m

unist Party) have no other 
strong w

eapons. The R
ussians w

ere arm
ed, and had the poor peasants. W

hat the 
w

eapons and the peasants w
ere for the R

ussians, tactics and the organisation m
ust 

be for us for the tim
e being. A

nd then Y
O

U
 recom

m
end the Trade U

nions! From
 

psychological, as w
ell as from

 m
aterial grounds, in the m

idst of the revolution, 
w

e M
U

ST fight these Trade U
nions, and you try to hinder us in this fight. W

e can 
fight only be m

eans of a splitting-up, and you are preventing us. W
e w

ish to form
 

groups, that are to be an exam
ple, the only w

ay of show
ing the proletariat w

hat it 
is w

e seek, and you forbid this. W
e w

ish to raise the proletariat of Europe to a 
higher level, and you throw

 stones in our path. 
Y

ou do not w
ish them

 then: the splitting up, the new
 form

ations, the higher 
stage of developm

ent! 
A

nd w
hy not? 

B
ecause you w

ant to have the big parties, and the big Trade U
nions, in the 

Third International. 
To us this looks like opportunism

, opportunism
 of the very w

orst kind
15. 
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lready now
 the Trade U

nion question clearly dem
onstrates w

here the opportunist tactics of 
M

oscow
 lead. The m

em
bers of the C

om
m

unist Parties are forced to enter the m
odern Trade 

U
nions (see the thesis accepted on this point). They are forced, therefore, to becom

e scabs and 
strike-breakers!!! A

t the sam
e tim

e they m
ust openly support the Syndicalists!!! Instead of 

openly saying that neither of these organisations are any good, that new
 ones have to be 

form
ed, on the basis of the industries (the theses them

selves declare elsew
here that this is w

hat 
should be done), they adopt this am

biguous attitude. A
nd w

hy? To add m
asses to the Third 

International.  
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 p
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r m

ot
iv

e 
th

e 
Le

ft 
W

in
g 

re
je

ct
s p
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-
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m
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 m
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s p
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 b
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dem
ocratic guise of congress discussions and resolutions. The history of 

Social D
em

ocracy is a series of fruitless attem
pts to let the m

em
bers deter-

m
ine their ow

n politics. W
herever the proletariat goes in for parliam

entary 
action, all this is inevitable, as long as the m

asses have not yet created 
organs for self-activity; as long, therefore, as the revolution has not broken 
out. A

s soon as the m
asses can act for them

selves, and can consequently 
decide, the disadvantages of parliam

entarism
 becom

e param
ount. 

The problem
 of tactics is how

 to eradicate the traditional bourgeois 
w

ay of thinking that saps the strength of the m
ass of the proletariat; every-

thing w
hich reinforces the traditional view

 is w
rong. The m

ost firm
ly root-

ed, m
ost tenacious part of this m

ental attitude is dependence on leaders, to 
w

hom
 it leaves the decisions in all general questions, and the control of all 

class m
atters. Inevitably, parliam

entarism
 has a tendency to crush in the 

m
asses the activity necessary for the revolution. N

o m
atter w

hat fine 
speeches are delivered to inspire the w

orkers to revolutionary deeds, revo-
lutionary action does not spring from

 such w
ords, but from

 the keen and 
hard necessity that leaves no other choice w

hatsoever. 
 

D
em

ands of the R
evolution 

 
The revolution also dem

ands som
ething m

ore than the fighting action of the 
m

asses that overthrow
s the governm

ent, and w
hich, as w

e know
, is not 

under the control of leaders, but can only com
e from

 the deeply felt im
pulse 

of the m
asses. The revolution dem

ands that the great questions of social 
construction be taken in hand, that difficult decisions shall be m

ade, that the 
entire proletariat be roused to one creative inm

pulse; and this is only poss-
ible if first the advance guard, and then an ever greater m

ass takes things in 
hand – a m

ass that is conscious of its responsibilities, that searches, propa-
gates, fights, strives, reflects, considers, dares, and carries out. A

ll this is, 
how

ever, hard w
ork: so as long as the proletariat thinks there is an easier 

w
ay, letting others act for it by carrying out agitation from

 a high platform
, 

by taking decisions, by giving signals for action, by m
aking law

s, it w
ill 

hesitate, and the old w
ays of thinking and the old w

eaknesses w
ill keep 

them
 pacified.” 

 The w
orkers of W

estern Europe, led it be repeated a thousand and, if need 
be, a hundred thousand or a m

illion tim
es – and w

hoever has not learned and seen 
it since N

ovem
ber 1918 is blind – the W

est European w
orkers m

ust in the first 
place act for them

selves – in the Trade U
nions and also politically, and they m

ust 
let their leaders act, because the w

orkers stand alone, and because no clever tact-
ics of leaders can help them

. The greatest im
petus m

ust com
e from

 them
. H

ere, 
for the first tim

e, to a far greater degree than in R
ussia, TH

E LIB
ER

A
TIO

N
 O

F 
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Y
ou say that w

e, the m
em

bers of the A
m

sterdam
 C

om
m

ission, have forg-
otten or have never know

n the lessons form
er revolutions have taught. W

ell, 
C

om
rade, there is one thing about these form

er revolutions w
hich I rem

em
ber 

quite w
ell. It is this: that the extrem

e “Left” parties have alw
ays played a prom

-
inent, em

inent part in all of them
. It w

as such in the revolution of the N
etherlands 

against Spain, in the English revolution, in that of France, in the C
om

m
une, and 

in the tw
o R

ussian revolutions. 
In accordance w

ith the developm
ent of the Labour m

ovem
ent, there are tw

o 
trends here in the W

est-European revolution: the radical and the opportunist 
trend. These can only arrive at sound tactics, at unity, by m

eans of a m
utual 

struggle. The radical trend, how
ever, though in som

e particulars it m
ay go too far, 

is m
uch the best. A

nd yet you, C
om

rade Lenin, go and support the opportunists! 
A

nd not only this! The Executive in M
oscow

, the R
U

SSIA
N

 leaders of a 
revolution that trium

phed only through the help of m
illions of poor peasants, 

forces these their tactics on the proletariat of W
estern Europe, w

hich stands and 
has to stand all alone. A

nd in so doing annihilates the best trend in W
estern 

Europe! 
W

hat incredible foolishness, and especially w
hat dialectics. 

W
hen the revolution in W

estern Europe breaks out, it w
ill w

ork for you blue 
w

onders! B
ut the proletariat w

ill be the victim
. 

  
C

ounter-R
evolutionary T

rade U
nions 

 
Y

ou, C
om

rade, and the Executive in M
oscow

, know
 that the Trade U

nions in 
W

estern Europe are counter-revolutionary forces. This is evident from
 your 

Theses. A
nd yet you w

ish to retain them
. Y

ou also know
 that the W

orkers’ 
U

nion, the rank and file m
ovem

ent, are revolutionary organisations. Y
ou say 

yourself, in your Theses, that the industrial organisations m
ust be and are our aim

. 
A

nd yet you w
ant to sm

other them
. Y

ou w
ant to destroy the organisations in 

w
hich the w

orkers, every w
orker, and therefore the m

ass, can attain pow
er and 

strength, and to keep those in w
hich the m

ass is a dead tool in the hands of the 
leaders. Thus you strive to bring the Trade U

nions in your pow
er, in the pow

er of 
the Third International. 

W
hy is it you w

ish to do so? W
hy do you follow

 these bad tactics? B
ecause 

you w
ant m

asses around you, no m
atter of w

hat quality, as long as they are m
ass-

es. B
ecause you believe that if only you have m

asses obeying you on account of a 
strict discipline and centralisation, no m

atter w
hether they are C

om
m

unist, half 
C

om
m

unist, or not C
om

m
unist at all, you, the leaders, w

ill w
in. in a w

ord, 
because your tactics are leader- tactics. 

B
y criticising leader-tactics I do not m

ean to advocate politics w
ithout 

leaders and centralisation, for w
ithout these one attains nothing (they are as 
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in
di

sp
en

sa
bl

e 
as

 th
e 

pa
rty

). 
I a

m
 c

rit
ic

is
in

g 
th

os
e 

po
lit

ic
s t

ha
t c

ol
le

ct
 m

as
se

s, 
w

ith
ou

t i
nq

ui
rin

g 
in

to
 th

ei
r c

on
vi

ct
io

ns
, t

he
ir 

he
ar

t; 
po

lit
ic

s t
ha

t a
ss

um
e 

th
at

 th
e 

le
ad

er
s, 

on
ce

 th
ey

 h
av

e 
gr

ea
t m

as
se

s a
ro

un
d 

th
em

, w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 to
 w

in
. 

  
R

us
si

an
 T

ac
tic

s U
se

le
ss

 in
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e 
 B

ut
 th

es
e 

po
lit

ic
s, 

w
hi

ch
 y

ou
 a

nd
 th

e 
Ex

ec
ut

iv
e 

ar
e 

no
w

 fo
llo

w
in

g,
 w

ill
 le

ad
 

no
w

he
re

 in
 W

es
te

rn
 E

ur
op

e.
 C

ap
ita

lis
m

 h
er

e 
is

 fa
r t

oo
 p

ow
er

fu
l a

s y
et

, a
nd

 th
e 

pr
ol

et
ar

ia
t i

s m
uc

h 
to

o 
is

ol
at

ed
. T

he
se

 p
ol

iti
cs

 w
ill

 fa
il 

he
re

, j
us

t a
s t

ho
se

 o
f t

he
 

Se
co

nd
 In

te
rn

at
io

na
l d

id
. 

H
er

e 
th

e 
w

or
ke

rs
 th

em
se

lv
es

 m
us

t b
ec

om
e 

st
ro

ng
, a

nd
, t

hr
ou

gh
 th

em
, t

he
ir 

le
ad

er
s. 

H
er

e 
th

e 
ev

il,
 th

e 
le

ad
er

sh
ip

-p
ol

ic
y,

 m
us

t b
e 

se
iz

ed
 b

y 
th

e 
ro

ot
. 

Th
ro

ug
h 

th
es

e 
ta

ct
ic

s o
n 

th
e 

Tr
ad

e 
U

ni
on

 q
ue

st
io

n 
yo

u 
an

d 
th

e 
M

os
co

w
 

Ex
ec

ut
iv

e 
ha

ve
 p

ro
ve

d,
 to

 m
y 

m
in

d,
 th

at
 U

N
LE

SS
 Y

O
U

 A
LT

ER
 T

H
ES

E 
TA

C
T-

IC
S,

 Y
O

U
 C

A
N

N
O

T 
C

O
N

D
U

C
T 

TH
E 

R
EV

O
LU

TI
O

N
 IN

 W
ES

TE
R

N
 

EU
R

O
PE

. 
Y

ou
 sa

y 
th

at
 th

e 
Le

ft 
W

in
g,

 in
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

its
 ta

ct
ic

s, 
ca

n 
on

ly
 ta

lk
. W

el
l, 

C
om

ra
de

, i
n 

th
e 

ot
he

r c
ou

nt
rie

s t
he

 L
ef

t W
in

g 
ha

s h
ad

 n
ex

t t
o 

no
 o

pp
or

tu
ni

tie
s a

s 
ye

t t
o 

ac
t. 

B
ut

 lo
ok

 a
t G

er
m

an
y,

 a
nd

 th
e 

ta
ct

ic
s a

nd
 a

ct
io

ns
 o

f t
he

 K
A

PD
 in

 th
e 

“K
ap

p 
pu

ts
ch

” 
an

d 
w

ith
 re

ga
rd

 to
 th

e 
R

us
si

an
 re

vo
lu

tio
n,

 a
nd

 y
ou

 w
ill

 h
av

e 
to

 
ta

ke
 th

os
e 

w
or

ds
 b

ac
k.
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fr
ee

do
m

: i
n 

En
gl

an
d,

 H
ol

la
nd

 a
nd

 F
ra

nc
e.

 A
ls

o,
 th

ou
gh

 o
n 

a 
sm

al
le

r s
ca

le
, i

n 
G

er
m

an
y,

 B
el

gi
um

, a
nd

 th
e 

Sc
an

di
na

vi
an

 c
ou

nt
rie

s. 
A

n 
in

ha
bi

ta
nt

 o
f t

he
 E

as
t 

ca
nn

ot
 re

al
is

e,
 p

er
ha

ps
, h

ow
 st

ro
ng

 th
is

 in
flu

en
ce

 c
an

 b
e.

 
M

or
eo

ve
r t

he
 w

or
ke

rs
 th

em
se

lv
es

 h
av

e 
fo

ug
ht

 h
er

e,
 o

fte
n 

fo
r y

ea
rs

, f
or

 
un

iv
er

sa
l s

uf
fr

ag
e,

 a
nd

 h
av

e 
th

us
 o

bt
ai

ne
d 

it,
 d

ire
ct

ly
 o

r i
nd

ire
ct

ly
. T

hi
s w

as
 a

ls
o 

a 
vi

ct
or

y,
 w

hi
ch

 b
or

e 
fr

ui
t a

t t
he

 ti
m

e.
 T

he
 th

ou
gh

t a
nd

 th
e 

fe
el

in
g 

ge
ne

ra
lly

 
pr

ev
ai

ls
, t

ha
t i

t i
s p

ro
gr

es
s, 

an
d 

a 
vi

ct
or

y,
 to

 b
e 

re
pr

es
en

te
d,

 a
nd

 to
 e

nt
ru

st
 o

ne
’s

 
re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
e 

w
ith

 th
e 

ca
re

 o
f o

ne
’s

 a
ff

ai
rs

 in
 P

ar
lia

m
en

t. 
Th

e 
in

flu
en

ce
 o

f t
hi

s 
id

eo
lo

gy
 is

 e
no

rm
ou

s. 
A

nd
 fi

na
lly

, r
ef

or
m

is
m

 h
as

 b
ro

ug
ht

 th
e 

w
or

ki
ng

 c
la

ss
 o

f W
es

te
rn

 E
ur

op
e 

al
to

ge
th

er
 u

nd
er

 th
e 

po
w

er
 o

f t
he

 p
ar

lia
m

en
ta

ry
 re

pr
es

en
ta

tiv
es

, w
ho

 h
av

e 
le

d 
it 

in
to

 w
ar

, a
nd

 in
to

 a
lli

an
ce

s w
ith

 c
ap

ita
lis

m
. T

he
 in

flu
en

ce
 o

f r
ef

or
m

is
m

 is
 a

ls
o 

co
lo

ss
al

. 
A

ll 
th

es
e 

ca
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 h

av
e 

m
ad

e 
th

e 
w

or
ke

r t
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 sl
av

e 
of

 P
ar
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 w

hi
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le
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ll 
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n.

 H
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m
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lf 
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ot
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en
 c
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 T
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 o
f t

he
 W

es
t o

f E
ur

op
e,

 o
f t

he
 U

ni
te

d 
St

at
es

 a
nd

 th
e 

B
rit

is
h 

co
lo

ni
es

, i
s n

ot
 u

nd
er

st
oo

d 
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B
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O
n this soil bourgeois civic spiritual life developed into a firm

 national 
culture, especially in the coastlands of England and France, w

hich w
ere 

m
ost advanced by capitalist developm

ent. In the nineteenth century capital-
ism

, by bringing the w
hole of agriculture under its pow

er, and pulling even 
the m

ost isolated farm
s into the circle of the w

orld econom
y, has raised this 

national culture to a higher level, has refined it, and by m
eans of its spiri-

tual m
ethods of propaganda, the Press, the school, and the C

hurch, has 
beaten it firm

ly into the brains of the m
asses it has proletarianised, both 

those w
ho w

ere sucked into the cities, and those w
ho w

ere left on the land. 
This applies not only to the original capitalist countries, but also, though in 
a som

ew
hat m

odified form
, to A

m
erica and A

ustralia, w
here the Europeans 

founded new
 States, and to the countries of C

entral Europe, that had until 
then stagnated: G

erm
any, A

ustria, Italy, w
here new

 capitalist developm
ent 

could link up w
ith old, obsolete, petty-bourgeois econom

y, agriculture and 
culture. In the Eastern countries of Europe capitalism

 found quite different 
m

aterial and other traditions. H
ere in R

ussia, Poland, H
ungary, and the 

region to the east of the Elbe, there w
as no sm

all, strong bourgeois class 
dom

inating spiritual life since tim
e im

m
em

orial; prim
itive agrarian relat-

ions w
ith large scale landed property, patriarchal feudalism

 and village 
com

m
unism

 determ
ined spiritual life.” 

 
H

ere, on the ideological problem
, C

om
rade Pannekoek has hit the nail on the 

head. Far better than it has ever been done from
 your side, he has dem

onstrated 
the difference betw

een the east and the w
est of Europe, from

 the ideological 
angle, and has given the cue tow

ards finding revolutionary tactics for W
estern 

Europe. 
This only need be com

bined w
ith the M

A
TER

IA
L causes of the pow

er of 
our opponents, that is to say w

ith banking capital, and the tactics becom
e 

perfectly clear. 
  

W
orkers W

in R
ights for Possessing C

lass 
 

H
ow

ever, there is yet m
ore to be said on the ideological question: civil liberties, 

the pow
er of parliam

ent, has been w
on in W

estern Europe by m
eans of w

ars for 
liberty, w

aged by form
er generations, by the ancestors. A

nd though at the tim
e 

these rights w
ere only for citizens, for the possessing class, they w

ere w
on by the 

people all the sam
e. The thought of these struggles is to this day a deeply-rooted 

tradition in the blood of this people. R
evolutions are alw

ays the deepest m
em

ories 
of a people. U

nconsciously the thought that it m
eant a victory to achieve repres-

entation in parliam
ent has a trem

endous, silent force. This is especially the case in 
the oldest bourgeois countries, w

here long or repeated w
ars have been w

aged for 
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III. PA
R

L
IA

M
E

N
T

A
R

ISM
 

  
N

ext w
e have to take up the defence of the Left W

ing on the question of Parlia-
m

entarism
16. The sam

e universal theoretical grounds that w
e dealt w

ith for the 
Trade U

nions, determ
ine the attitude of the Left W

ing in this question also. The 
fact that the proletariat stands alone, the gigantic force of the enem

y, and conse-
quently the necessity for the m

ass to raise itself to a m
uch higher level, and to 

rely entirely on its ow
n support. I need not repeat these grounds here. H

ere, how
-

ever, there are a few
 m

ore grounds than on the Trade U
nion question. 

  
Subjects of B

ourgeois D
em

ocracy 
 

In the first place, the w
orkers of W

estern Europe and the w
orking m

asses in gen-
eral are com

pletely subjected, as far as ideas are concerned, to the bourgeois syst-
em

 of representation, to parliam
entarism

, to bourgeois dem
ocracy. M

uch m
ore so 

than the w
orkers of Eastern Europe. H

ere bourgeois ideology has taken a strong 
hold on the w

hole of social and political life. It has penetrated far m
ore into the 

heads and hearts of the w
orkers. H

ere they have already been brought up in that 
ideology for hundreds of years. These ideas have altogether saturated the 
w

orkers. 
These relations have been very w

ell depicted by C
om

rade Pannekoek in the 
V

iennese periodical, C
om

m
unism

us: 
 “The experience of G

erm
any places us face to face w

ith the great problem
 

of the revolution in W
estern Europe. In these countries the old bourgeois 

m
ethod of production, and the corresponding highly developed culture of 

m
any centuries, have m

ade a thorough im
pression on the thoughts and feel-

ings of the m
asses. C

onsequently the spiritual and m
ental character of the 

m
asses here is quite different from

 that of the Eastern countries, w
here they 

had not experienced this dom
ination of bourgeois culture. A

nd herein above 
all lies the difference in the progress of the revolution in the East and in the 
W

est. In England, France, H
olland, Scandinavia, Italy and G

erm
any, ever 

since the m
iddle ages there has been a strong bourgeoisie, w

ith petty-bour-
geois and prim

itive capitalist production; w
hilst feudalism

 w
as being def-

eated, an equally strong, independent peasantry sprang up in the country, 
w

hich w
as m

aster in its ow
n sm

all sphere. 
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riginally I considered this a m
inor point. The attitude of the Spartacus League, how

ever, at 
the tim

e of the K
app putsch, and your opportunist brochure, opportunist even on this question, 

have convinced m
e that it is of great im

portance.  




