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The Third International believes that in Western Europe during the revo-
lution there will be “rifts” and scissions between the bourgeois, petty-bourgeois
and small peasant parties.

The Left Wing believes that the bourgeois and petty-bourgeois parties will
form one united front until the end of the revolution.

The Third International underestimates the power of West- European and
North American capital.

The Left Wing makes its tactics conform to this great power.

The Third International does not recognise the power of banking capital, the
big capital which unites all bourgeois classes.

The Left Wing on the contrary bases its tactics on this unifying power.

As the Third International does not believe in the fact that in Western Europe
the proletariat will stand alone, it neglects the mental development of this prole-
tariat; which in every respect is still deeply entangled in bourgeois ideology; and
chooses tactics which leave slavery and subjection to bourgeois ideas unmolested
and intact.

Left-Winger to free Workers’ Minds

The Left Wing chooses its tactics in such a way that in the first place the mind of
the workers is liberated.

As the Third International does not found its tactics on freeing the mind, nor
on the unity of all bourgeois and petty- bourgeois parties, but on compromises
and “rifts”; it leaves the old Trade Unions intact, trying to unite them with the
Third International.

As the Left Wing strives above all for freeing the mind, and believes in the
unity of the bourgeois parties, it realises that the Trade Unions must be destroyed,
and that the proletariat needs better weapons.

The same motives induce the Third International to support parliamentarism.

The same motives also induce the Left Wing to abolish parliamentarism.

The Third International leaves the condition of slavery such as it was in the
Second.

The Left Wing wishes to change it from below upward; it seizes the evil at
the root.

As the Third International does not believe that in the first place the liber-
ation of minds is needed in Western Europe, nor that all bourgeois parties will be
one in the revolution, it collects masses around it, without inquiring whether they
are really Communist, without determining its tactics, on the supposition that they
are — as long as it gets the masses.

The Left Wing wishes in all countries to form parties consisting exclusively
of Communists, and determines its tactics accordingly. Through the example of
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Opposing Capitalist Forces unite to defeat Revolution.............cccccveeneen. 55 crisis is going to be. Will it be as deep in England and France as it is now in Ger-

Workshop, not Parliament, the Battle-ground..............ccccocovevrveuervennnne. 58 many? Secondly, this argument (the “mechanical argument of the Third Internati-
A United Proletariat NeCESSATY .......cccveevveieviieiiieeiiecieereeereeereeseve e eneens 60 onal”), has proved how weak it is during the last six years. In Germany the mis-
Menshevist Tactics would ruin Proletariat.............cccoeeevieeiieciienieeciieinnn, 61 ery during the last years of the war was terrible. The revolution did not break out.
The Left Wing TactiCs.....ceecieeiieieeiieeieecie ettt 64 It was terrible E 1918 and 1919. The 8<o€:os .&a not triumph. .1:5 n.unmwm in
Lenin’s Third ATGUIMENL........cccieiieeeieeiieeie et eee e sveeseeeeeens 65 Hungary, >.=m5mu Eo Balkans and Poland is REE@. Hro 8<o_:ﬁ._o: did not .
Labour Movement in False GIOOVES .........cccevieierieniieiiinieniceieeeseeiene 67 come, or did not win, not even when Eo Russian armies were quite near. w:.ﬁ n
the third place the argument turns against yourself, for if the crisis should bring
IV. OPPORTUNISM IN THE THIRD INTERNATIONAL ... 68 MNNWMMO revolution in any case, the better "Left” tactics might be just as well
Feeble CritiCISIM ..uuiiiiieiciieeciee ettt et e e e e e e The examples of Germany, Hungary, Bavaria, Austria, Poland and the
OOZOH\GWHOZ ......................................................................................... wm,_wm,bm TOQ\@/\@H.» m: @HOA\@ ﬁ—‘um; OHWWww NHHQ. Emmﬂﬁv\ Qo not mC%mOO. ‘H,T@vx Tm,/\ﬂ H_\HO
Still need for Propaganda ............cccceeverieiieniniinieceeeeeeee most terrible economic crisis, and yet the revolution does not break out. There
Character of Western European Revolution must be another cause yet, which brings the revolution about, and which, if it
Why German Workers must not be Defeated.............ccoovvevienirienncnne. 75 does not work, causes the delay, or the collapse of the revolution. This cause is
L0 0 13 I I 1 1S 1011 VPSR 78 the spirit of the masses. And it is your tactics, Comrade, which fail to sufficiently
Left-Winger to free Workers” Minds .........cccoooveiiiiiiineeiieieeee 79 awaken the spirit of the masses in Western Europe, which does not sufficiently

strengthen it, which leaves it as it was. In the course of writing I have pointed out
that banking capital, the trusts, the monopolies and the West-European and North
American state formed by them, and dependent on them, as they are, unite all
bourgeois classes, big as well as small, into one whole against the revolution.

But this force, uniting society and the state against the revolution, goes even
further. Banking capital itself organised the working class in a previous period, in
the period of evolution, against the revolution: educating, uniting and organising
them. And in what way? In the Trade Unions (Syndicalist as well as free), and in
the social-democratic parties. By forcing them to fight only for reforms, capital
turned these Trade Unions and Labour parties into counter-revolutionary forces
for the maintenance of the State and society. Because of big capital, Trade Unions
and Labour parties became props of capitalism. As, however, these organisations
consist of workers, and of almost the majority of workers, and as the revolution
cannot be made without the workers, these organisations must be destroyed
before the revolution can succeed. And how are they to be destroyed? By chang-
ing their spirit. And their spirit can only be changed by making the spirit of the
members independent to the utmost degree. And this can be done only by replac-
ing the Trade unions with industrial unions and workers’ unions, and by abolish-
ing parliamentarism in the Labour parties. And your tactics prevent this.

It is true that German, French and Italian capitalism is bankrupt. Or rather:
these capitalist States are bankrupt. The capitalists themselves, their economic
and political organisations, maintain themselves and their profits, dividends and
new capital are still huge. Only, however, by an extension of the circulation of
paper by the State. If the German, French and Italian States fall, the capitalists fall
likewise.
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with rhetoric about “monopolies”. It may appear from this that Gorter has an
obsession with Finance Capital, putting him in the same camp as many twentieth
century reactionaries, whether of the right or the left.

In fact references to the “big banks” and such like are fairly few and far bet-
ween in the other writings of Gorter, and even in the Open Letter it is clear that
what he really means is concentrated capital — capital which is “is strong and
widely organised and deeply rooted” in society — rather than ascribing any parti-
cular evil to Finance Capital. In The Organisation of the Proletariat’s Class
Struggle, written by Gorter and published by the KAPD in 1921, he also makes a
reference to “big capital, bank capital” but also states that “capital is no longer
organised by trades but by the factory unit” and that “the strength of capitalism
now lies in the factories”. In other words, Gorter clearly understood that the
power of capital is that of commodity production and not some clever trickery by
the financiers.

The problem is perhaps that Gorter is using a rather “German” terminology
derived from writers such as Hilferding and, more importantly, Lenin, whose
Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalism took much of its analysis from
Hilferding and many of its empirical details from the world of German business.
Its ideas assumed that the era of “free competition” was over and that the concen-
tration of capital inevitably created monopoly in all areas of the economy with
finance capital (itself a monopoly) at its head. There was thus a growing fusion of
finance capital, industrial capital and the state. As many critics of Hilferding have
pointed out, this was largely true for Germany but was certainly not true for the
British Empire or the US, which was to become the dominant world power
scarcely two decades after the Open Letter was written. In the US economy,
“vertical integration” (the creation of companies uniting raw materials extraction,
processing, manufacturing and marketing in a single entity) was the order of the
day, rather than the “horizontal integration” (monopolies) seen in Germany.
Gorter knew this very well — in The Organisation... he even describes vertical
integration.

In short, we should not judge Gorter too harshly just because of his choice of
words, and those who fulminate against the financiers should not think that
Gorter is a supporter of their cause.

bourgeois classes will perhaps disappear, and some of the petty-bourgeois and
peasants will come to us. But what good is that to us? We must determine our
tactics for the beginning and the course of the revolution.

Because this is so, and has to be so (because of the class relations and even
more the relations of production), the proletariat stands alone.

Because it stands alone, it can only triumph if it gains greatly in spiritual
strength.

And as this is the only way it can triumph, propaganda for “pure” Comm-
unism is needed here until the very end (quite the contrary to Russia).

Without this propaganda, the West-European, and consequently the Russian
proletariat, is lost.

And the same holds true of the Executive in Moscow.

Whilst I was writing these last few pages, the news came through that the
International had adopted your tactics and those of the Executive. The West-
European delegates have let themselves be dazzled by the brilliance of the
Russian revolution. All right, we will take up the fight in the Third International.

We, Comrade, your old friends Pannekoek, Roland Holst, Rutgers and
myself, truer than which you cannot find, on hearing of your West-European
tactics, asked ourselves what could have caused them. Opinions differed greatly.
The one said: the economic condition of Russia is so bad that, after all, it needs
peace. For that reason, Comrade Lenin wants to gather around him as much pow-
er as possible: the Independents, Labour Party, etc., so that they may help him to
obtain peace. The other said: he wishes to hasten the general European revolution.
Therefore millions have to join. That is the reason for his opportunism.

I myself believe, as I have said before, that you misunderstand European
conditions, the state of things.

However this may be, Comrade, and from what motives you may act, if you
go on with these tactics, you will suffer the most terrible defeat, and you will lead
the proletariat into the most terrible defeat.

For if you wish to save Russia, the Russian revolution, by means of these
tactics, you collect non-Communist elements. You join them to us, the real
Communists, whilst we do not as yet have a firm kernel! With this medley of
dead Trade Unions, with a mass of half or quarter Communists, in which there is
no solid kernel, you want to fight against the best organised capital in the world,
with all the non-proletarian classes on its side. It goes without saying that in the
battle this medley will fall apart, and the great mass will take flight.

Why German Workers must not be Defeated

Comrade, a crushing defeat, of the German proletariat for instance, is the signal
for a general attack on Russia.
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of the Communist parties of their respective countries of origin — parties which in
some cases had not yet even been formed. This is not to deny the immense signi-
ficance of the event. The Third International promised to be a revolutionary
replacement for the blood-stained Second International, most of whose member
parties had supported the first world war. All revolutionaries at the time enthusi-
astically welcomed the new International. The Second Congress promised to be a
much better attended event, and hence an important opportunity for the Bolsh-
eviks to try to make their politics the International’s.

In “Left-Wing” Communism Lenin addressed most of the crucial issues
which were then being debated within and among the various revolutionary
groups in Western Europe. If the gist of his arguments sounds familiar, this is
because the tactics which Lenin prescribed are still peddled in more or less the
same guise by many of the left wing groups around today... Communists must not
refuse to work within the reactionary trade unions, but must work “wherever the
masses are to be found”. It was “obligatory” for Communists to participate in
parliamentary elections, and if possible enter Parliament itself, “for the purpose of
awakening and enlightening the undeveloped, downtrodden, ignorant peasant
masses”’. The Communist party in Britain was instructed to offer an electoral alli-
ance to the Labour Party, or if this was rejected, to “urge the electors to vote for
the Labour candidate against the bourgeois candidate”, in order to “help the mass-
es of the workers to see the results” of a Labour Government. This experience
was expected to “bring the masses over” to the side of the Communists. Lenin
supported the KPD’s policy in Germany to “abandon all attempts at a violent
overthrow” of the state there if a Social-Democratic government “which enjoys
the confidence of a majority of the urban workers” came to power [Lenin, “Lefi-
Wing” Communism, an Infantile Disorder, Progress Publishers 1950, p94]. He
criticised some aspects of the policy but accepted both “its basic premise and its
practical conclusions” [p93].

In passing, it should be noted how successful Lenin was in defending his
political arguments to the delegates who travelled to Russia from far and wide to
attend the Second Congress. Every “Thesis” presented to and approved by the
Congress, including the central twenty-one “Conditions of Admission to the
International”, resounded with phrases plucked straight from the pages of Lenin’s
pamphlet. Only an obstinate minority — notably the tendency to which Gorter
belonged — withstood the prestige that the Bolsheviks derived from October 1917:
few then disputed that they were the leaders of the first successful proletarian
revolution in history. This blinded most militants to the absurdity of such
passages as:

“You must not sink to the level of the masses, to the level of the backward
strata of the class. That is incontestable. You must tell them the bitter truth.
You are in duty bound to call their bourgeois-democratic and parliamentary

not agree yet about the course that must be followed®*. “The period of propaganda
is past” is a terrible lie.

No, Comrade, this period is just beginning in Western Europe. There is no
firm kernel anywhere as yet.

What we need here is such a kernel, hard as steel, clear as glass. And this is
where we should begin herewith to build up a big organisation. In this respect we
are here in the stage you were in in 1903, or even before, in the Iskra period.
Comrade, conditions here are far riper than we are, but that is no reason why we
should let ourselves be carried away, to begin without a kernel!

For the time being we of Western Europe, the Communist parties in Engl-
and, France, Belgium, Holland, Scandinavia, Italy, even the KAPD in Germany,
must remain small, not because we want to, but because otherwise we cannot
become strong.

An example: Belgium. Except for Hungary, before the revolution, there is no
country where the proletariat is as corrupted by reformism as Belgium. If at this
moment Communism should become a mass movement there (with parliament-
arism, etc.), the vultures, the profiteers etc. of opportunism would swoop down on
it immediately and drag it to destruction. And it is the same everywhere.

For that reason, because the Labour movement here is very weak as yet, and
almost completely trapped in opportunism, because so far Communism is hardly
anything, and must fight (on the questions of parliamentarism and the Trade
Unions, and on all others), until we attain the highest lucidity and clarity, until
everything has been made theoretically as clear as possible.

A sect, therefore, says the Executive Committee. Certainly a sect, if that is
what you want to call the kernel of a movement that conquers the world!

Comrade, there was a time when your movement, the Bolsheviks, was also
small and insignificant. It was because it was small, and voluntarily remained so
for a long time, that it kept itself pure. And through this, and this exclusively, it
became powerful. We also want to proceed in this way.

This is a question of the utmost importance. Not only the West-European,
but also the Russian revolution depends on this. Beware, Comrade! You know
that Napoleon, in trying to spread modern capitalism all over Europe, was finally
wrecked, and had to make way for reaction, when he had arrived; where there
was not only too much of the middle ages, but especially too little capitalism.

These, your minor assertions, are not true. I will now proceed to the bigger
ones, to the most important of all you say: that now the time has come without
propaganda to win the millions for “pure” Communism, through the opportunist
policy you describe. Comrade, even if you were right in the small matters, if the
Communist Parties here were actually strong enough, this would be utterly wrong
from beginning to end. Pure propaganda for the new Communism, as I have often

3 The English Communists for instance, with regard to the most important matter of
affiliation to the Labour Party.
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For the most part, however, Gorter took Lenin’s pamphlet at face value, as a
dangerously misguided but nonetheless serious proposal of tactics to be adopted
by the Western European revolutionary movement. Although he often succeeded
in defeating Lenin’s arguments, the assumption that this is a fraternal debate
within the revolutionary movement gave far too much credit to his opponent. The
word “Comrade” in the title is the first of Gorter’s many mistakes.

In “Left-Wing” Communism Lenin repeatedly attributed the “mistakes” of
the Left Communists to their supposed youthfulness and inexperience — hence his
characterisation of Left Wing Communism as an “infantile disorder” to be cured
by a stern telling off from the Big Daddy of Bolshevism. Yet this description in
no way fits the author of the Open Letter. Gorter, born in 1864, six years before
Lenin, was already an experienced militant and theoretician with a lengthy record
of involvement in the Dutch and German socialist movements. Within these
movements had appeared the earliest and clearest critics of international Social
Democracy. Likewise, Lenin’s gibe that the Left Wing Communists “argue like
doctrinaire revolutionaries who have never taken part in a real revolution” was
also misleading, since Gorter’s involvement in the German revolution of 1918
onwards was one of the strongest foundations on which his politics were built.

Gorter started immediately by taking issue with the opening premise of
“Left-Wing” Communism. Lenin had asserted “the historical inevitability of a
repetition on an international scale of what has taken place here” (i.e. in Russia),
and had sought to “apply to Western Europe whatever is of general application,
general validity and is generally binding in the history and the present tactics of
Bolshevism”. Gorter, on the other hand, constantly stressed the contrasts between
Russia and Western Europe, to defend his view that whilst the Bolshevik revo-
lution was appropriate for Russia, it would not necessarily work in the West.

In Russia, Gorter argued, the working class was able to count on having the
large peasantry on its side in forging a movement which overthrew a weak and
faction ridden ruling class. In Western Europe, on the other hand, the working
class faced a strong and united ruling class, and could rely on the support of no
other classes but itself. All tactics of the revolutionary movement should proceed
from this reality, about which Lenin, Gorter maintained, was disastrously ill-
informed.

Against the powerful ruling class in Western Europe, Gorter continued, the
only strengths which will bring victory to the working class are its weight of
numbers, its unity, and its revolutionary consciousness. It is necessary for the vast
majority of the working class to become active and class conscious fighters for
communism. Depending on a majority of the working class becoming class
conscious Communists before the insurrection would simply put it off indefinit-
ely. But the long term success of the revolution requires this.

Despite the emphasis on working class self-activity, though, Gorter still
wrote as if he saw Communist revolution in terms of creating a new government.

10

Two other actions of the Third International prove clearly where it is drift-
ing. The first is the expulsion of the Amsterdam Bureau, the ONLY group of rev-
olutionary Marxists and theoreticians in Western Europe, that has never wavered.
The second section, which is almost more serious, is the treatment of the KAPD,
the ONLY party in Western Europe which, as an organisation, as a whole, from
its very origin onwards, has conducted the revolution as it should be conducted.
Whilst the Centre parties, the Independents, the French and English Centre, who
always betrayed the revolution, were allured by all possible means, the KAPD,
the real revolutionaries, were treated as enemies. These are bad signs, Comrade.

In a word: the Second International is still alive, or alive again, in our midst.
And opportunism leads to ruin. And because this is so, and because opportunism
is very strong amongst us, far stronger than I could ever have imagined, the Left
Wing has to be there. Even if there should be no other good reasons for its exist-
ence, it would have to be there as an opposition, to counterbalance opportunism.

Alas, Comrade, if only you had followed the tactics of the Left Wing in the
Third International; those tactics, that are nothing but the “pure” tactics of the
Bolshevists in Russia, adapted to West-European (and North American)
conditions!

If only, as stipulations and statutes for the Third International, you had
proposed and carried through economic organisation in industrial organisations
and workers’ unions (into which, if need be, industrial unions on a shop floor
basis might have been introduced), and political organisation in parties which
reject parliamentarism!

Then you would in the first place have had, in all countries, absolutely firm
kernels, parties that could really carry out the revolution, parties that would
gradually have gathered the masses around them, through their own example, in
their own country, and not through pressure from outside. Then you would have
had economic organisations that would have annihilated the counter-revoluti-
onary Trade Unions (syndicalist as well as free). And then with ONE stroke you
would have cut off the way for all opportunists. For these can thrive only where
there is plotting with the counter-revolution.

Then, likewise — and this is by far the most important point — you would
have educated the workers into independent fighters to a very high degree, as far
as it is possible in the present stage.

If you, Lenin, and you, Bukharin and Radek, had done this, had chosen these
tactics, with your authority and experience, your strength and genius, and if you
had helped us to eradicate the faults that cling to us as yet, and to our tactics, then
we would have achieved a Third International that was perfectly firm internally,
and unshakeable externally, an International which would gradually have gath-
ered the entire proletariat around it, through the force of its example, and which
would have built Communism.

71



11

‘TesryoIeIaly 9q 0} Spua) ozIs Aue Jo ssoursnq jsiejrdes Aue jet) uosear awes oy}
10 TeoIyoIeIdLy e suoru() 3 3daooe 0} s1axIom Surneg pue uoneodxa Jo djel
oty Suneno3au SI 9]0 SIY T, *A19100S Is11eIrded Ul 2704 I19Y) JO 9SNBOIq INQ 241N
1197} JO 9sNedaq AIRUONOBAI JOU 918 SUOIU[ "SSB[O SUurslom 2t} Jo 9[33nns oy — 11
Konsop ued yorym Juryy suo oy Surdejoqes Aq 31 9A19s21d 03 393s A3y} sny [, "wsI
-[ended Jo yiresy panuruod oy} uo spuddap 9oUSIXd AIOA IO} 9SNBIAq Inq ‘0S
Op 0} JeaM 00) Ik A3} 9sneddq J0u ST wisI[eirdes Iy 3, uop A9Y) UOSLAI ) Ing
‘wstreIded Y31y 03 Jedam 00} ATk A3 Je) SanSIe oy ‘IOYI0 AU} U "2INIoNISs Iy}
JO 9sneoaq sse[o Sunom-nue AUaIdyUI oIe SUoIun apet) Jey} sendie oy ‘puey
ouo 2y} uQ ‘suorun apes; uo uonisod A1019IPLIIUOD IOYIEI B SPUJIP I9}I0D)
"8I s1y} 19301 om Aepo, “100[) doys Y} uo 9JI[ JO UONEBIJLIOT S,}Jo] UBULIDD)
oy soyrpdwoxa (1z61 Ut paystqnd ‘@7338n.4S Ssvj) S, IVLIDI2[0L] Y} JO UOLID
-Stup3.4() 2y ) 101100) AqQ 1X9) I9Je] Y "OWI} 9} JO SILIBUONN[OAI }SSUOWE MIIA
Jo jurod uowruod e sem sy [, ‘jerrejajord ayy Jo 1sa1 oy} ULy} AIRUONN[OAI AI0W
AuaIoyqul a1 SIoMIom AI1030€] JRy) Sownsse suonesiue3i) A10308] oY) JO 90UJIp
SIH "eIssny ur 10mod JO 9INZIos SSe[d SUDMIOM U} 0) [EIJUD UO9q Pey YoIym
S[1OUNO0)) SISO IO SIATAOS ) JO SIQUUNIIIO ¢ P[NOD PIAII[OQ JONOL) YOTYM
pue ‘(AUBWLIAL) JO UOIU() SIAYIOA\ [BIOUSD)) (VY Suons 00000 2Yi ul pajun
o19M Y319y IOy} T8 YOIYM ‘UOIIN[OAI UBULISL) oY) SULINp SISNIOM [BLISNPUL [BD
-1pel Jsow dY} £q Pajealo  suonesiue3diQ A10308,,, 94} I SOIPOq puIll Ul pey oy
JBY) Jed[d J1 OpeW 191J00) 1Y 9[33nI3s o) JO [0nu0d dody Uued J1 YOIYM Ul ‘UMO
S} JO SUON)BSTUBSIO MOU 9)BAID JSNW JNq ‘O[01 ATRUOIIN[OAI-IOJUNOD IIY) PAJLXS
-uowap Ajdwe Apeaije oABY YoIym ‘Suorun dpesy oy} uo A[a1 Jouued sse[o Jurspiom
oy ‘ponsie 191100) ‘UonN[0AI Ay} y3noiyy ALed pue wsijedes y3iy o],
‘Juswel(red 03 A)1[1)SOY pue WO UONUIISAE NI
1890 yo uonisod & dn aye} A9y JI SOLIBUONIIN[0AI AQ PIBqUIOD 9q 03 UI3aq A[UO
uBod ‘SIOPEI[ U0 doUBI[AI dAIssed 98eIN0JUd 03 Aoudpud) sy A[[eroadsa pue ‘430
-10ap! Areyuowerfred Jo yySuans pajoos doap ay [ "Ananoe Arejuowerpied ur oyedro
-iaed pInoys sjsrunuwwo)) ey} Bapl S, UIU PayOr)e 19JI0L) ‘UOSBAI SIY) 10
“AJIUnuIuIod uewny oy) Yirm JoxIet oy} pue
Inoqe] 93em “d1ess oy} uroedos Jo ss0001d Y} UO 1IE]S B 93 BW 0] UIAD ATBSSO00U
sI suerIe)a[o1d Jo suor[[iu Auew Jo uonesijiqow jusueutad oy [, "SIy} oyIun
A19191dw0o ST UONN[OASI JSIUNWIIO)) Y], "9A0GE WOIJ WSI[BIDO0S JLaID UIY) [[IM
oym “9uowerted o3 s1oped] A11ed Funod[o Aq WSI[BIOOS 91BIIO UBD NOA JB) BOPI
o s1o3I0om ueadoinyg 52,4 Auewl USAIS pey wsLejuower(ied Jo sapeoo(] "sIOped]
Jo uonsanb oy} yjrm uoIssasqo SIS S 193105) 10 SUOSEAI PUNOS I8 AIOY ]
"9010,] 1Y [BA0Y 2y} Jo yeads 0} 19je] sem
[[IY0INY) UOISUIAN SE SYIAQUS[Og ) pue UIuo] Jo Sunjeads ‘UONNJOAdY ULISSY
ot} JO SA®S 191100) ¢, SO10€) JO Ioyewl B 0oe[d ISII 9} UI ST ‘MdJ 0S [)Im ‘Auewl 0S
JoA0 ydwiniy o, ‘s1aiom Jo sassew Jo uonedronred oyp Surnnbar qnoigip siow
9q prnom 31 adoinyg urdsapn uy 1oddns aarssed Jo 30] & pue suns ym SIoMO[[0]
puUEsnoy) MaJ © ‘SIOpEd] JO [NJpUey € JO SUBIW AQ PAASIYOE 9q P[NOD SIY) BISSIY U]

0L

*JOU IO JSTUNWIO)) I8 SISSBUL OSOY) JIYIAYMm

191ew ou ‘sanaed [eonijod ay3 pue suoru() opei] Ay} I I PUNOIE SISSBW

OABY 0] SjUBM ]I 9SNBOOY "SO1}OB) 9SOy} M 3138 [ ON PIP AdVY Ui 18yl mouy

11 ySnoype ‘suoseal jo istuniroddo Ajqerasiwa jsowr ayy 10y Q4 VY 2y Isurede 510q

-UoJJne ] pue WIAYI[OAN JO SO1OE) AU} PIsn A[91eIdqIap sey 3] “039 ‘syuopuadapuf

1stunyzoddo oy Inq ‘SUSWS ATRUOTIN[OADI AJ[BAI ) JUBM JOU PIP JI SO1}OB) P[IOM

istungaoddo 31 103 asnedaq ‘A[uo qd v Y Isurede donsnlur SIy) popIuwod sey

20NIWIWIO)) [BIIUD)) MOISOJA Y} 10, "SYUBI UMO Ino ul Apeaife Suidel sI wsuny
-10ddo £J90191) moy ojdwexe 1oyjoue Aq arensuowap 03 1o sy} jutod AJUo |

‘[TeA® OU JO 9q p[nom

‘[euonjeuIo)U] SIY} WO Judsard e uors[ndxo ‘I9A0I0IN "Saxe)stu J1q Auewr

O3BW [[1IS ‘QIY JOAO SN JO [[B QAN INOLJIP A[qLLId) OS ST ‘uonnjoAal ueadoinyg

-1S9 A\ 9y} Jo Suruuidaq oy Quowdo[aAap ) asnesaq AJuo Suoim auo3 dAey

OUM ‘SIPBIWOd POOS 9q 0} WA} P[oY [ ‘Arenuod ay} uQ "pa[[edxa aq 0} SopeIwod

0SOY) YSIM J[9SAW [ Jey) ABS 0} UBOW J0U S0P SIY ], ‘djudiuyg oy} 03 sdiys yomng

POI1J0 ‘Tem U} SuLINp oyM ‘UL)SOAIY ueA pue doouhpy [9dx2 pnoys 1 3eys

Ky1ed yoin( oy} JO puBwAp JOU PIP I "UOIFI IYny Y} Ul S)SIUNWWO)) JO JopInwl

oy 10y o[qisuodsar AJyaed sem “I9JJ0 s3I YINOIy) Yorym [enuaz oyl [9dx9 pinoys

11 Je) A)ed uel[e)] 9 JO puBLIap Jou PIp 1 Ing ‘SN Y se yons ‘sonted [enuad

oy 03 paropued sey pue ‘qd Vv Y} PAUAJLAIY) SBY J] "SIAJOSWAY) J0J SIY} I[)9S 0}

woy) SUIABY[ JO PBIISUI ‘FIoquajne ] pue WIAYIOAN [9dXo pinoys Aoy 1ey) Adv

9y} JO PUBWIAP O} 9OU[OSUI Y} PBY SBY 991IWUWO.) SANNIOXH ) opey 03
A[re1oadss pue ‘2o)Iuwo)) SANNIIXY Y} 03 PIOM SUO I3 PPE 0} SN JIULIdJ

“JueM JOU Op dM JeT[} AJIAIOS PUB UOISSIUQNS “dOUdIPAqO

Areyrrua oy “ourfdrosip uodr 9y} SI Jey} puy ‘Juem jou Op M Jey[} I9ped] PuB SSew
Jo Kyun oy SI Jey [, "JUBM JOU OP 9M SISPBI[ oY} 21k S} ‘QPBIWO)) @3S NO &

ipue[Suyg pue
QoueIq Ul 99 1 [[IM MOV ‘AuBtlIon) Ul sny) spaoocold wsiuniioddo J1 ‘JoAomoy

"SOI}0B) INO 0} NOA JIOAUOD

[T [EUONBUIOIU] PIIY ], AU} UI SOOUALIdAXS INOK JBY) 9ASI[9q | SB ISn[ "OpIs IO

0} IOAO0 QWIOD [[IM NOA JBY} 9OUSPLJUOD [[NJ 9ARY [ ‘@doInyg UI0)SOA\ Ul ‘AUBULION)
ur suop 3uraq st jey) SuIIAIOAS 2JeS1)SOAUL PUEB PEAI NOA J1 ‘OpBIWo))

"JOBAI SII UIIIM S9W09 Jey) SulAl] SuryA1oad 3urjduens ‘sndojoo ue oie

Suoru() 9pel], 9y, ‘Suoru() Apel], Y Jo judwnnsur ue oyur padoaaap y3u-[om

sey orenudy [ensnput Ay [, -aysoddo ay [, ;pouaddey sey jeym puy ‘suolu) dpeL]

o Jo diysiapes] oy urejqo 03 J9pIo Ul ‘SpuaI} JOYI0 Y) [[€ I 9)IUn 03 SISIun

-WIwo)) oY} POSIAPE Pey] [BUOTBUIAIU] PIIYL 9} JO 9ANNOIXF ) pUL no & /jAuewr
-Io0) UI S[IOUNOD [RLIISNPUL Y} JO SW099q APEaI[e SBY JeyMm ‘OpeIlio)) ‘puy

"INy 03 A1) NOA YoIym

pue 1doooe 03 9snyoI om yorym ‘syuopuddopuy oyp pue sjored [BI00S Y3 YIIM ST

-oxdwos st jey) ‘wstunroddo Areyuswerred st jey) ‘opeIwo)) 99s noO A “I1 SI SIY}



the need to con and coerce the “members” into acting against their interests as
proletarians. By presenting the AAUD (General Workers’ Union of Germany)
largely as an alternative structure to the unions Gorter is ignoring its most subver-
sive characteristics. Its primary difference with the trade unions was not its rev-
ocable delegate structure. It existed to prepare for revolution, it did not negotiate
with the bosses, and it did not regroup workers on the basis of belonging to a
particular trade or industry, but on the basis of their willingness to fight for the
dictatorship of the proletariat. Throughout the section on the trade unions Gorter
seems to be implying that the ability of workers to recall delegates at short notice
is inherently revolutionary. This is a reactionary position. We do not just judge a
movement by how it makes decisions but by what those decisions are, by the con-
tent of the movement.

We have more sympathy with Gorter’s views on the nature and role of the
revolutionary party. Since their task is to help bring about a situation where the
working class as a whole is able to overthrow capitalism and exercise its own
dictatorship, Communists must organise themselves on the basis of absolute clar-
ity and intransigent defence of Communist principles. This ruled out, for the time
being, the mass organisations which Lenin wanted.

Gorter was not simply advocating a party which led by having the best ideas.
Against the social democratic tradition, his party took the lead through action:

“They see our strikes, our street fights, our councils. They hear our
watchwords. They see our lead. This is the best propaganda, the most
convincing.”

Gorter’s analysis of the Russian revolution is erroneous in two respects.
First, it assumes that the Bolsheviks’ policies were correct for the Russian revo-
lution. He goes as far as saying that “the liberation of the workers must be the
work of the workers themselves” is more true of Germany than it is of Russia!

Second, it argues that there is a qualitative difference between the needs of
the proletarian revolution in Russia and in the West. Compounding this error,
many Left Communists concluded that Russia was not ripe for revolution, that it
was too backward. This is a nationalistic approach. In places, Gorter’s concern to
emphasise the differences between Asia, Eastern and Western Europe seriously
corrode his internationalism, for example where he imagines the Russian prole-
tariat saying to its Indian counterpart: “Our country is far more developed than
yours”. But then as now, the needs of the revolution in any one country were
dependent on those of the world revolution.

Those involved in the Russian revolution saw it as the first stage in a World
Revolution which would bring socialism to all the world’s countries, undeveloped
or otherwise. Petrograd was a link in a chain of industrial cities stretching to Ber-
lin and Glasgow. The Petrograd working class was hardly backward, either politi-

12

Feeble Criticism

Read the papers of the British Socialist Party, now the Communist Party. Read
ten, twenty numbers of this paper; read the feeble criticism against the Trade
Unions, the Labour Party, the Members of Parliament, and compare this to the
paper of the Left Wing. A comparison between these two will show you that
opportunism is approaching the Third International, in immense masses. Once
more (through support of the counter-revolutionary workers) to obtain power in
Parliament. A power after the pattern of the Second International. Remember too
that soon the USP will enter the Third International, and numerous other Centre
parties besides! Do you not believe that if you compel these parties to expel Kaut-
sky that a swarm of tens of thousands of other opportunists will come? The entire
measure of this expulsion is childish. An innumerable stream of opportunists is
approaching’ — especially since your brochure.

Look at the Dutch Communist Party, once called the Bolshevists of Europe.
And rightly so, taking into account the conditions. Read the brochure about the
Dutch Party, how utterly already it has been corrupted by the opportunism of the
Second International. During the war, and after it, and even to this day, it has
pledged itself to the Entente. This once brilliant party has become an example of
equivocality and deceit.

But look at Germany, Comrade, the land where the revolution has started.
There opportunism lives and thrives. We were utterly amazed to hear that you
defended the attitude of the KPD during the March days. But fortunately we
learned from your brochure that you did not know the actual course of develop-
ment. You sanctioned the attitude of the KPD-Zentrale, that offered loyal oppos-
ition to Ebert, Scheidemann, Hilferding and Crispien, but you evidently did not
know, at the time of writing the brochure, that this happened at the same moment
Ebert organised troops against the German proletariat, whose general strike was
still spread all over Germany, and in which the great majority of the Communist
mass strove to bring the revolution, if not to victory, (perhaps this was hardly
possible as yet), at any rate to a higher strength. Whilst the mass, by means of
strikes and armed revolt, conducted the revolution into a further stage (there has
never been anything more hopeful or gigantic than the revolt in the Ruhr region,
and the general strike), the leaders offered parliamentary compromises. In so
doing they supported Ebert against the revolution in the Ruhr region®. If ever an
example proved how damnable the use of parliamentarism is in the revolution,

32 In Halle, in one day alone, 500,000 new members came under leaders which only a short
while before they themselves had recognised to be worse than the Scheidemann lot. And in
Tours, three quarters of the French Socialist Party joined, which until quite recently were for
the most part social patriots.
33 Comrade Pannekoek, who thoroughly knows Germany, had predicted this. If the leaders of
the Spartacus League were placed before the choice between Parliament and Revolution, they
would choose Parliament.
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And he went on:

“The more Russia develops towards capitalism, the more apparent will be
the bourgeois character of the Third International”.

The change in Gorter’s position was mainly brought about by the conflict
between the Third International and the organisation to which Gorter belonged,
the Communist Workers’ Party of Germany (KAPD). The KAPD had been form-
ed in April 1920, as its revolutionary politics proved incompatible with the reacti-
onary social democratic ideas of the “Spartacist” leaders of the KPD. The Third
International tolerated two German Communist parties until its third Congress in
June-July 1921, when the KAPD was told it must either reunite with the KPD or
be expelled from the International. It didn’t, and was. Uniting with the KPD
would have meant dissolving the Communist vanguard into a party which supp-
orted trade unions, parliament, and the social democratic parties. The KPD was
not a revolutionary party, as its abandonment of the overthrow of the bourgeois
state with a social democratic government shows. Luxemburg’s followers had
learned nothing from her assassination.

The KAPD’s response was to issue a “Manifesto of the Fourth Communist
International”. This has nothing in common with Trotsky’s attempt to set up a
Fourth International — except in that they were both unsuccessful. Like the Open
Letter, the Manifesto was published in the Workers’ Dreadnought, during Octo-
ber-December 1921. Reviewing the course of events in Russia since 1917, the
Manifesto observed that “the proletarian Russia of the Red October begins to
become a bourgeois state”. Taking his cue from the Theses on Tactics adopted by
the Third International in July 1921, which had described “unconditional support
of Soviet Russia” as “the cardinal duty of the Communists in all countries”,
Gorter concluded that:

“The Third Congress of the Third International has definitely and indiss-
olubly linked the fate of the Third International to present Soviet Russia,
that is to say, to a bourgeois state. It has made the interests of the world
proletarian revolution subordinate to the interests of the bourgeois revo-
lution of one single country... The revolutionary proletariat of the whole
world is today engaged in the struggle against the always-more-firmly-
uniting international bourgeoisie, without possessing an international
fighting organisation that will represent, determinedly and unbendingly, the
interests of the proletarian revolution.”

Hence the KAPD’s call for a new International.
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depends on this — that neither you, nor the Moscow Executive are able to direct
the West-European and consequently the World Revolution, as long as you
adhere to these tactics.

You ask: is it possible that you, who wish to reform the world, cannot even
form a fraction in parliament?

Labour Movement in False Grooves

We answer: this book of yours is a proof in itself that whoever tries to do the
latter is bound to lead the Labour movement into false grooves, into ruin.

The book deludes the workers of Western Europe by means of illusions, of
the impossible; compromise with the bourgeois parties in the revolution.

It makes them believe in something that does not exist: the possibility of the
bourgeois parties being divided in Western Europe, in the revolution. It makes
them believe that here a compromise with the social patriots and the wavering (!)
elements in parliament can lead to any good, whereas it brings hardly anything
but calamity.

Your book leads the West-European proletariat back into the morass, from
which at the cost of the greatest efforts it has not yet escaped, but is beginning to
escape.

It leads us back into the morass, in which men like Scheidemann, Clynes,
Renaudel, Kautsky, MacDonald, Longuet, van der Velde, Branting and Troelstra
have landed us. (It must inevitably fill all these with great joy, and bourgeois
parties likewise, if they understand it). This book is to the Communist revoluti-
onary proletariat what Bernstein’s book has been for the pre-revolutionary prole-
tariat. It is the first book of yours that is no good. For Western Europe, it is the
worst book imaginable.

We, comrades of the Left Wing, must stand close together, must start
everything from below upward, and must criticise as keenly as possible all those
that in the Third International do not go the right way’'.

Thus the conclusion to be drawn from all these arguments about parliament-
arism, is as follows: your three arguments for parliamentarism either mean very
little, or are wrong. And, as in the Trade Union question, your tactics also on this
point are disastrous for the proletariat. And with these mistaken or insignificant
motives you hide the fact that you are bringing hundreds of thousands of oppor-
tunists into the Third International.

3! Personally I believe that in countries where the revolution is far off as yet, and the workers
are not yet strong enough to make it, parliamentarism can still be used. The sharpest criticism
of the parliamentary delegates is necessary in that case. Other comrades, I believe, are of a
different opinion.
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I wish to draw your attention, Comrade Lenin, and that of the reader, to the fact
that this letter was written at the time of the triumphant march of the Russians to
Warsaw.

I likewise request you, and the reader, to excuse the frequent repetitions.
They were unavoidable, owing to the fact that the tactics of the “Lefts” are still
unknown to the workers of most countries.

I. INTRODUCTION

Dear Comrade Lenin,

I have read your brochure on the Radicalism in the Communist movement. It has
taught me a great deal, as all your writings have done. For this I feel grateful to
you, and doubtless many other comrades feel as I do. Many a trace, and many a
germ of this infant disease, to which without a doubt, I also am a victim, has been
chased away by your brochure, or will yet be eradicated by it. Your observations
about the confusion that revolution has caused in many brains, is quite right too. I
know that. The revolution came so suddenly, and in a way so utterly different
from what we expected. Your words will be an incentive to me, once again, and
to an even greater extent than before, to base my judgement in all matters of
tactics, also in the revolution, exclusively on reality, on the actual class-relations,
as they manifest themselves politically and economically.

After having read your brochure I thought all this is right.

But after having considered for a long time whether I would cease to uphold
this “Left Wing”, and to write articles for the KAPD and the opposition party in
England, I had to decline.

Basis Mistaken

This seems contradictory. It is due, though, to the fact that the starting-point in
the brochure is not right. To my idea you are mistaken in your judgement regard-
ing the analogy of the West-European revolution with the Russian one, regarding
the conditions of the West-European revolution, that is to say the class-relations —
and this leads you to mistake the cause, from which this Left Wing, the oppos-
ition, originates.

Therefore the brochure SEEMS to be right, as long as your starting-point is
assumed. If, however (as it should be), your starting point is rejected, the entire
brochure is wrong. As all your mistaken, and partly mistaken, judgments
converge in your condemnation of the Left movement, especially in Germany and
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To these observations I need only add that where I speak of the unity of party
and class, that is attained at last, and of the possibility of the entire proletariat in
Western Europe and America becoming Communist, [ mean unity as big as poss-
ible, and a large part of the proletariat. [ represent total unity and the entire prole-
tariat as the Ideal, as the goal towards which we must tend, as the aim of our tact-
ics. In all probability it will be impossible and unnecessary to completely achieve
it. But the unity of party and class, and the portion of the proletariat that has to
become Communist, are so immeasurably greater here than in Russia, that this
ideal in the tactics must be brought to the fore™.

Lenin’s Third Argument

Next I come to your third argument: the Russian examples. You mention them
repeatedly (on pp 6-9 they occur several times). I have read them with the great-
est attention, and, as I admired them before, I do now. I have been on your side
ever since 1903. Also when I did not know your motives as yet — the connections
being cut off — as at the time of the Brest-Litovsk peace, I defended you with your
own motives. Your tactics were certainly brilliant for Russia, and it is owing to
these tactics that the Russians have triumphed. But what does this prove for
Western Europe? Nothing, according to my idea, or very little. The Soviets, the
dictatorship of the proletariat, the methods for the revolution and for reconstruct-
ion, all this we accept. Also your international tactics have been — so far at least —

And to be sure, this time again Moscow is saying the same to the Czecho-Slovakian workers.
But the Russians won in November exclusively because the poor peasants no longer supported
Kerensky! Where, O Executive Committee, are the millions of poor peasants in Germany,
Bavaria, Hungary, and in Czecho-Slovakia? There are none. Your words are just utter
nonsense. The perniciousness of these Moscow tactics, however, does not lie solely in that
they console the workers by means of a false image, but more especially in the fact that they
fail to draw the right conclusion from the defeat in Germany, Bavaria, Hungary and Czecho-
Slovakia. The lesson they teach is this:

“Destroy your Trade Unions, and form industrial unions, thus rendering your Party and
your class strong internally”.

Instead of this lesson, however, we only hear: “It will go with you as it did with us!”. Is it not
high time that, against these Moscow tactics , there should arise, all over Western Europe, one
firmly organised, iron opposition? It is a question of life and death for the world revolution
itself. And also for the Russian revolution.
» With regard to this we must bear in mind that here we are always speaking of a disarmed
proletariat. If through some reason or other, through a new war, or later on, in the course of
the revolution, the proletariat should once more obtain arms, the above-mentioned conditions
do not count.
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For it is one of the means by which elements in the Spartacus League and in
the BSP, and also in the Communist Parties in many other countries, impose upon
the workers, when they say that the entire question of masses and leader is
absurd, is “nonsense and childishness”. Through this phrase they avoid, and wish
to avoid, all criticism of themselves, the leaders. It is by means of this phrase of
an iron discipline and centralisation, that they crush the opposition. And this
opportunism is abetted by you.

You should not do this, Comrade. We are only in the introductory stage yet,
here in Western Europe. And in that stage it is better to encourage the fighters
than the rulers.

I only touch on this quite perfunctorily here. In the course of this writing I
will deal with this matter more at length. There is a deeper reason yet why I
cannot agree with your brochure. It is the following :-

Difference between Russia and W. Europe

On reading your pamphlets, brochures and books, nearly all of which writings
filled us with admiration and approbation, we Marxists of Western Europe invari-
ably came to a point where we suddenly grew wary, and on the look-out for a
more detailed explanation; and if we failed to find this explanation, we accepted
the statement but grudgingly, with all due reservations. This was your statement
regarding the workers and the poor peasants. It occurs often, very often. And you
always mention both these categories as revolutionary factors all the world over.
And nowhere, at least as far as [ have read, is there a clear and outspoken recog-
nition of the immense difference which prevails in the matter between Russia
(and a few other countries in Eastern Europe) and Western Europe (that is to say
Germany, France, England, Belgium, Holland, Switzerland, and the Scandinavian
countries, and perhaps even Italy). And yet, in my opinion, the fundamental dift-
erence between your conception of the tactics concerning Trade Unionism and
Parliamentarism, and that of the so-called Left Wing in Western Europe, lies
mainly in this point.

Of course you know this difference as well as I do, only you failed to draw
from it the conclusions for the tactics in Western Europe, at least as far as [ am
able to judge from your works. These conclusions you have not taken into consid-
szw:u and consequently your judgement on these West- European tactics is
false .

"In State and Revolution, for instance, you write (page 67): “The greatest majority of the
peasantry in every capitalist country that has any peasantry at all, is oppressed by the
government, and is thirsting for the latter’s overthrow, for a ‘cheap’ government. The
proletariat is called upon to carry this into execution ...”. The trouble is, however, that the
peasantry does not thirst for Communism.
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They, both of them, party as well as Arbeiter-Union, each in its own sphere,
and with every possible mutual support, must do all they can to prepare the class.
For the time being, Party and Union are separate as yet. For, like all Trade Uni-
ons, the Union also has to fight for small improvements, and is therefore const-
antly exposed to opportunist and reformist influences. Only a truly Communist
party can subordinate everything to the revolution.

From the necessity of this development in Western Europe (which has
sprung up through the power of banking capital), it is also clearly evident that
those who already now in the beginning and course of the revolution wish to
place the Arbeiter-Union, the Industrial Union, the industrial organisation, above
the Party, or who even wish to abolish the latter, are wrong.

Gradually, as the Party grows stronger, as the Union grows, as the class
becomes more and more Communist, as the revolution approaches its goal, class,
party and Arbeiter-Union or Industrial Union closely approach one another. In the
end the Party, the Union and the class are all equivalent, and are blended into one
whole.

Finally, of course, the power and the unity of all bourgeois classes, and the
necessary unity of the entire proletariat, make strong centralisation and strict
discipline, in the Party as well as in the Union, absolutely necessary.

It is the task of the German and English, the West-European and American
proletariat to combine centralisation and discipline with the strictest control of,
with power over, the leadership.

For only thus can the West-European and American proletariat conquer,
through the blending of centralisation in the leadership, and the control of the
membership.

It need hardly be explained here that also after the revolution the dictatorship
of the entire class, and the Communist spirit of the whole proletariat in Western
Europe and America are absolutely necessary. For here the counter revolution is
so powerful, that if these two conditions were not fulfilled — if, for instance, a
new class of rulers sprung up, out of the intellectuals and the bureaucracy — the
revolution would soon perish. Now already the tactics must be on the lookout to
prevent this.

How different from Russia all this is!

How different from Russia where, as a result of the economic conditions, as
a result of class relations — and rightly, therefore — a handful of people rule the
Party, where an infinitesimally small party rules the class, and a minutely small
class the entire nation; where no Arbeiter-Union is needed, where the class, and
the great majority of the remaining working masses, the small peasants, were one
with the revolution!

Whoever fails to understand from the productive and class relations of West-
ern Europe what the relations between the leaders, the party, the class and the
masses are, does not understand a thing of the revolution in Western Europe, nor
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the position of the poor peasants was far more terrible. With you, therefore, the
poor peasants had a political, revolutionary programme, and were organised in a
political, revolutionary party: with the social-revolutionaries. With us this is
nowhere the case. Moreover, in Russia there was an enormous amount of landed
property to be divided, large estates, crown lands, government land, and the
estates held by the monasteries. But the Communists of Western Europe, what
can they offer to the poor peasants, to win them to their side?

Nothing to Offer Peasants

Germany counted, before the war, from four to five million poor peasants (up to
two hectares). Only eight or nine millions, however, were employed in actual
large-scale industries (over 100 hectares). If the Communists were to divide all of
these, the poor peasants would still be poor peasants, as the seven or eight million
field-labourers also claim their share. And they cannot even divide them, as they
will use them as large-scale industries.

These numbers show that in Western Europe there are comparatively few
poor peasants; that, therefore, the auxiliary forces, if there were any at all, would
be very few in numbers.

The Communists in Germany, therefore, except in relatively insignificant
regions, do not even have the means to win over the poor peasants. For the med-
ium and small industries will surely not be expropriated. And it is practically the
same in the case of the four or five million poor peasants in France, and also for
Switzerland, Belgium, Holland, and two of the Scandinavian countries’. Every-
where small and medium sized industry prevails. And even in Italy there is no
absolute certainty; not to mention England, which counts only some one or two
hundred thousand peasants.

Neither will they be attracted by the promise that under Communism they
will be exempt from rent-paying and mortgage-rent. For with Communism they
see the approach of civil war, the loss of markets, and general destruction.

Unless, therefore, there should come a crisis far more terrible than the pres-
ent one in Germany, a crisis, indeed, far exceeding the horrors of any other crises
that ever were before, the poor peasants in Western Europe will side with Capital-
ism, as long as it has any life left".

% The Agrarian Theses of Moscow acknowledges this.

* I have no statistical data for Sweden and Spain.

* In the brochure, The World Revolution, I have emphatically pointed out this difference
between Russia and Western Europe. The development of the German Revolution has proved
that my judgment was even too optimistic. In Italy it is possible that the poor peasants will
side with the proletariat.
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follows, as I have shown above, that the relative importance of the class, as oppo-
sed to the power of leaders, must be very great; that the power of the leaders, with
regard to that of the class, must be small, and likewise that in all likelihood in
Germany power cannot come into the hands of some few leaders.

If we consider the character of German industry, its concentration in great
numbers of centres, this goes without saying. How great, how numerous the
leadership will be, cannot as yet be ascertained — it can only be stated that it will
be extended over a great number of persons.

And thus, after Germany, it is in the first place in England — and, though to a
lesser degree, all over Western Europe.

And this fact that the entire class must exercise its dictatorship, how does it
affect the Communist Party?

From this fact follows that the task of the Communist Party in Western Eur-
ope consists almost exclusively of preparing the class and making it conscious for
the revolution and the dictatorship.

In all its actions and all its tactics the Party must always bear in mind that the
revolution must be made, and the dictatorship exercised not by the Party alone,
but by the class.

The task can only be fulfilled if the Communist Party consists of politically
truly conscious and convinced revolutionaries, who are ready for any deed, any
sacrifice, and if all the half- baked and wavering elements are kept off by means
of its programme, by action, and especially by the very tactics.

For only thus, only by preserving this purity, the Party will be able to make
the class truly revolutionary and Communist, through its propaganda, its slogans,
and by taking the lead in all actions. The Party can take the lead only by being
always absolutely pure itself.

How large the Communist Party will become through this action cannot be
predetermined. We desire, of course, that it may be as big as possible. But the
entire tactics and the entire struggle must be dominated by this principle: better a
thousand members that are good, than a hundred thousand that are bad. For these
latter cannot accomplish the revolution and the dictatorship of the proletariat.

It all depends on the purity and the firmness of the Communist Party, how
far its power will reach, and how much it will influence the masses. Also, the
quality of the leaders depends to some degree on its tactics.

In other words, Comrade Lenin, we must never follow the tactics you foll-
owed in 1902 and 1903, when you formed the Party that has made the revolution.

Menshevist Tactics would ruin Proletariat

All the social democrats of Russia at that time were of the opinion that a proletar-
ian organisation ought to be created, and they agreed that this organisation was to

61



I

“BISSITY Ul U9)30310j

9q JOAJU P[NOYS SIY} :ouofe pue)s 9doInyg UINSIAN UL SIONIOM ) Ing "IOAO0

pliom oy} [[e pue adoing UISISI A\ UI 910U PUIl Ul OUI0q 9q SABM[E P[NOYS SIY T,
‘sjuesead 100d oy} Jo d[oy oy} M SNOLIOJOTA SBM BISSIY UI UOTIN[OAI Y,

‘pud A1oA oy} (yun wsipeyde) yum puess [[im ‘10Ae[ jueprodwrun

A[[eo1t0u099 pue MO[[eys & JO uoridooxo oy} [yiim 1S93U01)s a3 [im IS

sAemle oym ‘sjuesead JY) Se [[oMm SB SOSSB[O S[PPI JOMO[ 3y} pue ‘pajool Ajdoop

pue pastuedio A[9pIm pue 3uUons SI AIJUNOD JNO Ul I3 ‘WSLIBqIRq UJAD pue sd3e

O[PpIW U} ‘WSI[EPNaJ 0} 91aM )1 SB PJ00I A[IYSI[S A[UO PUE JYBaM SBM AIJUNOD

INOA ur yomym ‘wsipende)) 10J ‘sem JOAQ UOIIN[OAAI JoYj0 Aue uey) ‘sdeyload o[qr

-119) 9I0W — J[qLII) 9q [[IM SUIWOD [eNJOR S)1 INQ ‘SpIemId)je ASed dq [[Im J1 pue
‘Ased sem UONN[OAI Y} JudWO[OAP SIT U "ATenjuod oy 93nb st 31 sn Iy

‘sjuesead oy} 0] onp Sem SIY} PuB ‘ASBS SeM JI UOIIN[OAII

JO own [enioe Ay} je Ing "AI0IOIA AU} Io)E ‘MOU 9[qLLId) SI 31 pue — Judwdo[aaap sy
Jo s1eak Suof oy ul Jerre1d[o1d oY) J0J 9[qLII) SBM BISSIY UI UOIIN[OAdI O,

"JSouIed [al Ul uI3aq

14 wsipeirde)) jsurede 9133n13s o “‘sisTUNWWIO)) Y3 JO syuer ay} urof wsije)

-1de)) Jo opIs oy} U0 194 Se MOU JI. Jel) SIOIOM UBULION) JY) UdYM Ing SPajesjap
u09q sey wsiende) Y1V rereis[oid ayy paurol syuesead uerssny Sy,

"SUTBUWIAL Q0URIJJIP SSUSUIWL

oy} pue ‘Suoim A[[ejuowrepuny os[e st uonejuasaIdar siyy -owes ayj [e djoy st

o191 Jey) os ‘suerreldfold oy) Aq uoxe) 9q 2197 [[Im eIssmy ur syuesead 1ood oy Jo

ooe[d oy ‘010J2I0Y) JRY ] "PUNOIL SWOD 0} AINS I AISI0IZINOQ A} YIM JoK S IS

jey) suele}o[old JO SUOI[IW oY} ‘U0 PAI[2I 9q Ued Joue)sIsse asoym sjuesead Jood
Jo ssew 18213 ou SI 219y} Aueudn) ur y3noyire ‘ey; Aes Ljqissod [[1m no x

‘wstyende)) yam apis [[im ‘odorng

UISISO M I9A0 [[& ‘syuesead 1ood ay) owoo 0} dwI) SWIOS J0J Jey) Ule1Iod Ik ‘puey

IOUI0 Y} UO ‘DA “Jereld[oxd 9y JO opIS oY) 03 SYJUOW M3 B JO 9SINOD A} Ul WY}

uIm p[nom NoA Yoy Jo sueawl Aq ¢ SJuBSed 9y} 0} pue| 9y [,, ‘Ueyo digew

' pey NO A "Su0[ Asuaidy] d[oy Jou p[nom A9y} Jey) MUy N0 A "Pue[ Ay} WY} 9AI3

10U P[NOJ PUE “JOU P[NOM ANSUSIOY Jey} MUY no & “A[ornb owoo pjnom A3y yey
PUE ‘noA 0} awoo pnom sjuesead oy jey) AJuIelred on[osqe YIm Mmauy No X

"asuswIwI

SI 9OUQISJJIP Y3 Jo4 pue ‘W31 a1e no § -paurol syuesead 100d a1 Jey) UOHNJOAI

o} 19)Je ATUO SI 3] ‘J[9SH AQ [[B UOINJOADI Y} Opewl sey Jerield[oId oy} ose 219y ],
"BISSTIY UI 9S8O ) SeM SIY) I8} ‘UL SpeIwo)) ‘Aes [[1m nok A[qissoqd

“BISSTY 01 paredwos se 90uaIo

-JJ1P 18013 O} SI QIO "SOA[ISWAY) Aq [[B UOIIN[OAI O} I[BUL 0} OARY [[IM SIINIOM

QU L, JuBdJIUSISUL A[[BOIWIOUOII 9JB JSAY) puy "Wway d[oy [[IM SSB[O o[pPpIW JOMO]

o Jo uonzod JySI[s £10A ' A[UQ ouUO[e [[B puels 9doIng UIdISIAN UI SIONIOM YT,

JUO[Y pUB)S SINI0AN [RLIISNPU]

09

"SIOM JT8 [OIYM JO %S ‘000009 Ue)

910U OU ST 31 MON "(000°‘0TZ 01 PaseaIdur ‘)z Arenue[ Aq ‘xoqunu oy) epuededoid jo syoom
Terdads ySnouiy ], "uorfrw 0G| jo uonendod ayy jo jred yipuesnoy) us) UO 10U ‘USW /QZC]
PAIOQUINU ‘SYOBNE S, UD[IUS( PUE S, [IHUIPN X JO ST ) J& ALIed ISTUNUWWO)) UBISSIY Y,

QIO “UIM 0} JOPIO UL PIIUN oq Jshul Jerrejo[oxd ot jey) J0ef oY) WOIj PUe ‘SISSB[O
JIOU10 o1} SpIemo} JeLre)d[old oy} JO SUOTJR[AI [BOLIOWNU J} WOy A[[eur,]

“UOT)NJOADI ) JO SOTBIS ISIL OU} UL pUB “LIBIS 9} J& 0S 9W0J9q A1) UL

Iou ‘ouo jou o1e 2doInyg UISISIA Ul SSBW pue SSe[)) "SISOYIIIUR UR ST I} “IOY}0

O} UO SOSSBW Y} JO }SOI A} PUe OPIS U0 Y} UO Jerre)d[oid o) usamiog jerre}

-9101d oy Jo 11ed 1018213 AU} 0} 9[1ISOY I8 UON[0AI O} JO 9SINOJ Ay} SuLmnp pue
Suruurdoq ayp ur (039 ‘spemyodoiul ‘syuesead ‘s10931n0q-A1ad) 10338] 959y [,

"pauIquIod

S9sse[o SUnjIom I9UJ0 ) pue JeLejo(oxd oY) UBOW oM sassewl Aq ‘sdured

OISO 0M) OJUT PAPIAIP oI SISSBUI I} UONNJOAII T} JO 9SIN0J Y} SuLmnp pue

Suruui3oq oy e e} :A[PU0DIS ‘SMOT[O] I} SOSNED PAUOTUIWE SAOQE Y} WO,

AIeSSIIIN JBLIBII[0IJ PAIU() V

-dIUS107B10IP SII ISIDIOXD PINOYS SSB[O AIIUD
) 18} ATRSS09U 1 SOYBW JISI033IN0q INUD Y} SAIIUN JeL[} ISNEBI WS Y |,
"91S10331N0q 211U Y} SN pue ‘[nyramod os st [eyded Sunjueq Ajodouow
ueWLIAN) pasiuesio A3y ey Jereydfold uewian) ayj Aq 3[9J yonw 00} A[uo
SI JeU[} JOA0QIOW SUO JOBJ 9J210U0d pue o[dwiIs }sow a1} I0J INq ‘UOSLAI [BNJOI[[IUL
10 010197 “ONAYISI. ONULRLIOI [BOIpel AUk 10J Yeadal A[JUdisIsur om Jou SI ]
" ,SSEI9 2I1UD dY) J[S)I SSEB[D
oy} AQ pas1o10x9 2q 3snw diysiojelorp oy ‘Teyrdes 1onbuos 03 10pIo Ul ‘A10Y “jBLIE)
-9[01d ) pajeUItIOp PUBSNOY) M3 B 9IdUM ‘BISSIY UL PIP I SB ‘AUBULIAN) Ul 319Y
JSIX9 jJ0UURd ‘Al ISlunwiwo)) g Jo ‘Aued e Jo diysioje1orp oyl 1yl ‘Aasit
{S19B] OM] 9SIU[} WO} SMO[[OF JeUA\
“Ionbuoo UoNNJOALI ) UBD PUB ‘UMOIYIIdA0 3q wsifende) ues snyy A[uQ
*A18SS903U SI AJIUn JSiunwwo)) [eal ‘Jerreydford oy Jo Ayrun oy jeys
[g1omod os st ‘siyy Jo oids ur ‘uonisoddo ayy pue ‘uonendod oy Jiey uey) arow
sastIdwod 31 ‘snoxownu K194 S jeL1e)d[o1d o) :UuIeldd I8 2I0JOIdY) SIOBY OM |,
"poOpaaU SI AJrun JSIunuo)) AJng € ‘Ajrun pouruIdop
‘SNOIOSUOJ B JBY) :J1JJNS JOU SA0P duo[e Ajrun jey) yons st romod 1roy) [ended
Sunueq Jo asneoaq puy jere)s[oid a1ud oy Jo Ayrun 9y} Jo sueaw Aq paronbuod
9q AJuo ued A9y} 1ey} [y1omod os a1e Aep SIY} 03 USAD ‘UONJBSIUBTIO JIdY} puB
Swie JIoY) JO amMIA AqQ ‘UonnjoAdl 9y} Jo ‘eneidfoid ayy jo syjueuoddo oy jey) pue
‘Quore spue)s JeL1e}o[o1d 9y} UONNJOALI Y} UI JBY) ‘TOAIMOY UIIS JABY AN
‘Auewndn) o uonemndod
€101 o3 Jo — a1owr A[qeqoid pue — Jrey 3seo] je sastidwoo jerrejojord siyy ‘pagde



The proletariat in Western Europe stands alone. This is the absolute truth:
and on this truth our tactics must be based. All tactics that are not based on this
are false, and lead the proletariat to terrible defeat.

Practice also has proved that these assertions are true, for the poor peasants
in Western Europe have not only no programme and failed to claim the land, but
they do not even stir now that Communism is approaching. As I have observed
before, this statement is not to be taken absolutely literally. There are regions in
Western Europe where, as we have mentioned before, landed property on a large
scale is predominant, and where the peasants are therefore in favour of Commun-
ism. There are yet other regions where the local conditions are such that the poor
peasants may be won for Communism. But these regions are comparatively
small. Neither do I wish to imply that quite at the close of the revolution, when all
things are coming down, there will be no poor peasants coming to our side. They
undoubtedly will. That is why we must carry on an unceasing propaganda
amongst them. Our tactics, however, must be adopted for the beginning and for
the course of the revolution. What I mean is the general trend, the general tend-
ency of conditions. And it is on these alone that our tactics must be based’.

From this there follows in the first place — and it should be clearly, emphat-
ically and plainly stated — that in Western Europe the real revolution, that is to say
the overthrow of Capitalism, and the erection and permanent institution of
Communism, for the time being is possible only in those countries where the
proletariat BY ITSELF is strong enough against all the other classes — in
Germany, England, and Italy, where the help of the poor peasants is not possible.
In the other countries the revolution can only be prepared as yet by means of
propaganda, organisation and fighting. The revolution itself can only follow when
the economic conditions will be thus much shaken through the revolution in the
big States (Russia, Germany, and England), that the bourgeois class will have
grown sufficiently weak. For you will agree with me that we cannot base our
tactics on events that may come, but that may also never happen (help from the
Russian armies, risings in India, terrible crises, etc., etc.).

That you should have failed to recognise this truth concerning the impor-
tance of the poor peasants, Comrade, is your first great mistake, and likewise that
of the Executive in Moscow and of the International Congress.

What does it mean with regard to tactics, this fact that the proletariat of
Western Europe stands all alone: that it has no prospect of any help whatsoever
from any other class?

It means, in the first place, that the demands made on the masses are far
greater here than in Russia — that, therefore, the proletarian mass is of far greater

* You, Comrade, will surely not try and win in an argument by taking the assertions of your
opponent in too absolute a sense, as small minds do. My above remark, therefore, is meant for
the latter.
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right way. Only you should not — either in this small matter, or in the great quest-
ion of parliamentarism — force on us what was good in Russia but leads to
destruction here.

Finally I have only one remark to make: you say, and you have often upheld
it, that in Western Europe the revolution can only begin AFTER these lower
classes adjacent to the proletariat have been sufficiently shaken, neutralised or
won over. As | have demonstrated that they cannot be shaken, neutralised or won
at the beginning of the revolution, this latter, if your statement was correct, would
be impossible. This has been told to me over and over again, from your side, and
also by Comrade Zinoviev. Fortunately, however, here also your observation in
the most important of questions which determine the revolution, is false. And it
again proves that you see all things exclusively from the East-European point of
view. I will make this clear in the last chapter.

I herewith believe to have proved that your second argument for parliament-
arism is for the most part an opportunistic fraud, and that in this respect parlia-
mentarism must now be replaced by another method of fighting, one that lacks its
drawbacks and possesses greater advantages. I recognise that in this one point
your tactics can have some advantages. The Labour Government can produce
some good, greater clarity. And in illegal times your tactics can be profitable. We
recognise that. But just as once we needed to say to the revolutionists and reform-
ists: we prize the development of self-consciousness in the workers above every-
thing, even above small advantages. We now say to you, Lenin and your “Right”
comrades: we prize above all the ripening of the masses towards will and deed.
Hereto all things have to be made subservient in Western Europe. We will see
who is right, the “Left” or Lenin. I do not doubt one moment. We will defeat you,
as we did Troelstra, Henderson, Renandel and Legien.

This here is the place to discuss the mutual relationship between party, class
and mass in Western Europe.

This matter is also of the greatest importance: as important as the power of
banking capital, and the UNITY of all great and small bourgeois classes it engen-
ders. The relation between party, class and mass in Western Europe differs widely
from that of Russia, and like the unity of the bourgeois classes it is due to the
power of banking capital.

Our tactics must be directed toward and based on a true understanding of that
relationship. Whoever does not understand this relationship, cannot understand
the tactics for Western Europe.

Let us again take Germany as an example. Not only because, with England,
it is industrially the most highly developed country, but also because it offers the
most developed statistics.

As we have often observed already, it has a proletariat of about twenty
million actual workers: about fourteen million industrial and some six million
agricultural. What does this mean? That, counting children, non-workers and the
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you, Comrade Lenin, started the struggle with a small gathering of proletarians, it
was in the first place your tactics that in the crucial moments waged the battles
and won the poor peasants.

But what about Germany? There the cleverest of tactics, the greatest clarity,
even the genius of leaders, cannot attain much. There you have an inexorable
class enmity, one against all the others. There the proletarian class must tip the
scales for itself — through its power, its numbers. Its power, however, is based
above all on its quality, the enemy being so mighty and so endlessly better organ-
ised and armed than the proletariat.

You opposed the Russian possessing classes, as David opposed Goliath.
David was little, but he had a deadly weapon. The German, the English, the West-
European proletariat oppose Capitalism as one giant does another. Between them
all depends on strength — strength of body, and above all of mind.

Have you not observed, Comrade Lenin, that in Germany there are no great
leaders? They are all quite ordinary men. This points to the fact that this revo-
lution must in the first place be the work of the masses, not of the leaders.

To my idea this is something more wonderful and grand than has ever been,
and it is an indication of what Communism will be.

And as it is in Germany, it is in all Western Europe, for everywhere the
proletariat stands alone.

The revolution of the masses, of the workers — of the masses of workers
alone, for the first time in the world.

And not because thus it is good, or beautiful, or conceived in someone’s
brain, but because the economic and class relations will it’.

In other words, and to read the matter as clearly as possible: the relation
between the West-European and the Russian revolution can be demonstrated by
means of the following comparison:

Supposing that in an Asiatic country like China or British India, where only one
half a per cent of the inhabitants are industrial proletarians, and 80 per cent small
peasants, a revolution should break out, and should be successfully carried
through by those small peasants under the lead of the politically and socially
more trained proletarians that were united in local trade unions and cooperatives.
If these Chinese or Indian workers proclaimed to them:

“We have won through our local trade unions and cooperatives, and now
you must do the same with regard to your revolution”,

"I do not touch here on the fact that through this other relation of numbers (20 million to 70
million in Germany!) the importance of the mass and the leaders, and the relation between
mass, party and leaders, also in the course and at the close of the revolution here, will differ
from those of Russia.
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means of the actual, important, West-European examples. This you do nowhere in
your brochure. And as long as you do not give these, we do not believe you.
When you give them we will answer you — until then we say: it is nothing but
illusions that mislead the workers, and lead them into false tactics. The truth is,
Comrade, that you wrongly assume the West-European and the Russian revolu-
tions to be alike. And for what reason? Because you forget that in the modern,
that is to say the West-European and North American States, there is a power that
stands above the various kinds of capitalists — the landowners, industrial mag-
nates, and merchants: banking capital. This power, which is identical with imperi-
alism, unites all capitalists, including the small peasants and bourgeois.

One thing, however, remains to you. You say there are rifts between Labour
parties and the bourgeois parties, and that these can be made use of. That is right.

We might aver, to be sure, that these differences between the social demo-
crats and bourgeois in the war and in the revolution have been very slight and
have disappeared in most cases! But they might be there. And they may arise yet.
Of those we must therefore speak. Especially as you put forward the “pure” Engl-
ish Labour government, Thomas, Henderson, Clynes, etc., in England, against
Sylvia Pankhurst, and the possibly “pure” socialist government of Ebert, Scheide-
mann, Noske, Hilferding, Crispien, Cohn, against the KAPD*.

You say that your tactics, which direct the workers’ attention towards these
Labour governments, encouraged them to promote their formation, are clear and
effective; whilst ours, which are opposed to their formation, are harmful.

No, Comrade, our attitude with regard to these cases of “pure” Labour
government where the rift between these parties of workers and those of the bour-
geoisie became a split, is again quite clear, and profitable, to the revolution.

It is possible that we shall allow such a government to exist. It can be necess-
ary, it can mean progress for the movement. If this is so, we cannot proceed any
further yet, we will let them exist, criticising them as keenly as possible, and
replace them by a Communist government as soon as we can. But to promote its
arrival in Parliament and in elections, this will not do in Western Europe.

And we will not do this, because in Western Europe and in the revolution the
workers stand all alone. For that reason everything — do you understand this? —
everything HERE depends on their will for action, on their clearness of brain.
And because these, your tactics of compromising with the Scheidemanns and
Hendersons, with the Crispiens and their followers among the English Independ-
ents, of the opportunist Communists of the Spartacus League or the BSP —
because these tactics inside and outside Parliament confuse heads, here in West-
ern Europe and in the revolution — making the workers elect someone whom they

21t is yet the question whether these “pure” Labour governments will come here. Maybe that
here again you let yourself be misled by the Russian example — Kerensky. Later in this letter, I
will point out why in this case, in the March days in Germany, this “pure” socialist govern-
ment was not to be supported all the same.
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to compel us to follow opportunist tactics (opportunism always seeks the support
of outside elements, that forsake the proletariat), you are wrong.

The general bases on which the tactics in Western Europe must be founded
are these: the recognition that the proletariat stands alone, that it is to expect no
help, that the importance of the mass is greater, and that of the leaders relatively
smaller.

This was not seen by Radek when he was in Germany, nor by the Executive
in Moscow, nor by you, as is evident from your words.

And it is on these bases that the tactics of the Kommunistische-Arbeiter
Partei in Germany, the Communist Party of Sylvia Pankhurst®, and the majority
of the Amsterdam Commission, as appointed by Moscow, are founded.

It is on these grounds that they strive, above all, to raise the masses as a
whole, and the individuals to a higher level, to educate them one by one to be
revolutionary fighters, by making them realise (not through theory only, but
especially by practice), that all depends on them, that they are to expect nothing
from foreign help, very little from leaders, and all from themselves.

Theoretically, therefore, and apart from private utterances, minor questions
and excrescences, which like those of Woltheim and Laufenberg, are inevitable in
the first phases of a movement, the view taken by these parties and comrades is
quite right, and your opposition absolutely wrong’.

On going from the East to the West of Europe, we traverse at a given mom-
ent an economic boundary. It runs from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, some-
where from Danzig to Venice. This line divides two worlds. West of this line
there is a practically absolute domination of industrial, commercial and financial
capital, united in the most highly developed banking capital.

Even agricultural capital is subject to, or has been compelled to unite with,
this capital. This capital is organised to the utmost degree, and converges in the
most firmly established State Governments of the world.

East of the line there is neither this gigantic development of industrial,
commercial, transport and banking capital, nor its almost absolute domination,
nor, consequently, the firmly established modern State.

It would be marvellous, indeed, if the tactics of the revolutionary proletariat
west of this boundary-line were the same as in the east!

8 So far, at least.

? It has struck me that in this controversy you almost invariably make use of private, and not
public voices of the opposition.
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In a word, the trust, the monopoly, the big banks, imperialism, the war, the
revolution, have in practice riveted together into one class all the West-European
big and petty bourgeois and peasant parties against the workers™.

Theoretically and practically, therefore, this is an established fact. In the
revolution in Western Europe and especially in England and Germany, there are
no “rifts” of any considerable importance between these classes.

Here again I must add something personal. On pages 40 and 41 you criticise
the Amsterdam Bureau. You cite a thesis of the bureau. Parenthetically, what you
say with regard to this is wrong — all of it. But you also say that the Amsterdam
Commission, before condemning parliamentarism, ought to have given an analy-
sis of the class relations and the political parties, to justify this condemnation.
Excuse me, Comrade, this was not the task of the Commission. For that on which
their thesis is based, to wit that all bourgeois parties in Parliament as well as more
outside, had been all along, and were even now, opposed to the workers, and did
not show the slightest “rift”, all this had been ascertained long ago, and was an
established fact for all Marxists. In Western Europe at any rate, there was no need
for us to analyse that.

On the contrary, considering you strive for compromise and alliances in
Parliament, which would lead us into opportunism, it was your duty to demon-
strate that there are any rifts of importance between the bourgeois parties.

You wish to lead us, here in Western Europe, into compromising. What
Troelstra, Henderson, Scheidemann, Turati, etc., could not accomplish in the time
of evolution, you wish to do during the revolution. It is for you to prove that this
can be done.

Opposing Capitalist Forces unite to defeat Revolution

And this not by means of Russian examples; these are easy enough, to be sure,
but with West-European examples. This duty you have fulfilled in the most mis-
erable way. No wonder you took almost exclusively your Russian experience,
that of a very backward country, not that of the Western Europe of these modern
days.

In the entire booklet, in the parts which deal with these very questions of
tactics, the Russian examples excepted, to which I will soon proceed, I find but
two examples from Western Europe, the Kapp putsch in Germany, and the Lloyd
George- Churchill government in England, with the opposition of Asquith.

2 We Dutchmen know this only too well. We have seen the “rifts” disappear before our eyes,
in our small, but, through our colonies, highly imperialist country. With us there are no longer
democratic, Christian, or other parties. Even the Dutch can judge this better than a Russian,
who, I regret to say, seems to judge Western Europe after Russia.
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Waning of TU Influence

Fighting against capital, in a constant opposition against its tendency of increas-
ing misery, and enabling the working class, through the restriction of these tend-
encies, to keep in existence the Trade Union movement, has played its part under
capitalism, and has thus become itself a member of capitalist society. It is only at
the beginning of the revolution, when the proletariat, from a member of capitalist
society, is turned into the annihilator of this society, that the Trade Union finds
itself in opposition to the proletariat.

That which Marx and Lenin demonstrated for the State: that its organisation,
in spite of formal democracy, makes it impossible to turn it into an instrument of
the proletarian revolution, must also hold good therefore for the Trade Union
organisations. Their counter-revolutionary power cannot be destroyed or weak-
ened through a change of staff, through the replacing of reactionary leaders by
radical or revolutionary elements.

It is the form of organisation that renders the masses as good as powerless,
and prevents them from turning the Trade Unions into the organs of their will.
The revolution can triumph only if it completely destroys this organisation: that is
to say, if it alters the form of organisation so fundamentally as to turn it into
something altogether different. The Soviet system, the construction from within,
is not only able to uproot and abolish the State, but also the Trade Union bureau-
cracy: it will constitute not only the new political organs of the proletariat as
opposed to capitalism, but likewise the foundation for the new Trade Unions. In
the party factions in Germany, the idea of a form of organisation being revolut-
ionary has been mocked at, because it is only the revolutionary sentiment, the
revolutionary mind of the members, that matters. However, if the most important
part of the revolution consists in the masses conducting their own concerns — the
control of society and production — then every form of organisation that does not
allow the masses to rule and to guide for themselves, must needs be counter-revo-
lutionary and harmful, and as such it must be replaced by another form, which is
revolutionary in so far as it allows the workers to decide matters for themselves.

Through their very nature the Trade Unions are useless arms for the West-
European revolution! Apart from the fact that they have become tools of capital-
ism, and that they are in the hands of traitors, apart from the fact that through
their nature they are bound to make slaves of the members, no matter what the
leaders may be, they are also unfit for use generally.

The Harder Task of Europe

The Trade Unions are too weak in the contest against the most highly-organised
capital in Western-European States. These latter are powerful: the unions are not.
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The Russian Revolution has not been in vain! Now we know everywhere
what to expect.

Thus in Western Europe, and especially in England and Germany, the big
bourgeoisie and the big peasants, the middle classes and middle peasants, the
lower bourgeoisie and the small peasants, are all united against the workers,
through monopoly, the banks, the trusts; through imperialism, the war and revo-
lution®'. And, as the labour question encompasses all things, they are united on all
questions.

Here, Comrade, I must make the same remark I have already made (in the
first chapter) with regard to the peasant question. I know quite well that the little
minds in our Party, that lack the strength to base tactics on great, general lines,
and consequently base them on the small, particular ones, that these little minds
will call the attention to those elements among these layers, that have not yet
come under the banner of big capital.

I do not deny that there are such elements, but I maintain that the general
truth, the general tendency in Western Europe, is that they are under the banner of
big capital. And it is on this general truth that our tactics must be based!

Neither do I deny that there may be “rifts” yet. I only say that the general
tendency is, and will be, for a long time after the revolution: unity of these class-
es. And I say that for the workers in Western Europe it is better to have their
attention directed to that unity than to these rifts. For it is they themselves that
must in the first place make the revolution, and not their leaders, their Members
of Parliament.

Nor do I say that (which the little minds will make of my words) that the real
interests of these classes are the same as those of big capital. I know that these
classes are oppressed by it.

What I say is simply this:

These classes cling to big capital even more firmly than before, because now
they also see the danger of the proletarian revolution ahead.

In Western Europe the domination of capital means to them a more or less
sure existence, the possibility of, or at least the belief in, a betterment of their
position. Now they are threatened by chaos and the revolution, which for some
time to come means worse chaos. That is why they side with capital in the effort
to sweep chaos away by every possible means, to save production, to drive the
workers to work longer hours, and to endure privation patiently. For them the
proletarian revolution in Western Europe is the fall and breakdown of all order, of
all security of existence, be it ever so insufficient. Therefore they all support big

21 It is true that through the war an infinitely greater number of various elements has come
down to the ranks of the proletariat. All elements, though as good as any element that is not
proletarian, cling desperately to capitalism, and if need be will defend it by armed force, being
hostile to Communism.
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ments for the revolution! In my opinion this is a physical impossibility. What
would you yourself have done, as a member of a political party, that of the
Menshevists for instance, if these had acted thus in the revolution? You would
have split the Party (if you had not already done so)! You will reply: this was a
political party, it is different in the case of a Trade Union. I believe you are mis-
taken. In the revolution, during the revolution, every Trade Union, every workers’
union even, is a political party — either pro- or counter-revolutionary.

In your article, however, you say, and you will do so now: these emotional
impulses must be conquered, for the sake of unity and Communist propaganda. I
will show you, by means of concrete examples, that during the revolution this
was impossible in Germany. For these questions must also be considered quite
concretely. Let us suppose that Germany had 100,000 really revolutionary dock
labourers, 100,000 revolutionary metal workers, and 100,000 revolutionary
miners; that these were willing to strike, to fight, to die for the revolution, and
that the other millions were not. What are these 300,000 to do? They must in the
first place unite, and form a fighting league. This you acknowledge. Without
organisation workers can do nothing. Now a new league against old unions, even
if the workers remain in the old ones, is a split already; if not formally, at any rate
actually, in reality. Next, however, the members of the new league need a press,
meetings, localities, a salaried staff. This requires heaps of money. And the
German workers possess next to nothing. In order to keep the new league going,
they must needs, whether they like it or not, leave the old one. Thus we see that,
concretely considered, that which you, Comrade, propose, is impossible.

Build on New Foundations

However, there are better material grounds yet. The German workers who left the
Trade Unions, that wished to destroy them, that created the industrial organis-
ations and workers’ unions, stood IN THE REVOLUTION. It was necessary to
fight at ONCE. The revolution was there. The Trade Unions refused to fight.
What is the good then of saying: remain in the Trade Unions, propagate your
ideas, you will grow stronger, and become the majority. Apart from the fact that
the minority would be strangled, as is the custom there, this would be quite fine,
and also the Left Wing would try it, if there were only time to do so. But it was
impossible to wait. The revolution had begun. And it is still going on!

IN THE REVOLUTION (mind, Comrade, it was in the revolution that the
German workers split the Party, and created their Workers’ Union) the revo-
lutionary workers will always separate themselves from the social-patriots. In the
struggle, no other way is possible. No matter what you, and the Moscow Exec-
utive, and the International Congress say, and no matter how much you dislike a
split in the Party, it will always take place, on psychological and material
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shop owner, the small industrialist, the small trader, are absolutely in the power
of the trusts, the monopolies, the banks. It is from these that they get their goods
and credit. And even the small peasant, through his cooperative and his mort-
gages, is dependent on the trust, the monopoly, and the banks.

Comrade, this part of my argumentation, the argumentation of the “Left
Wing”, is the most important of all. The entire tactics for Europe and America
depend on it.

What elements do they consist of, Comrade, these lower layers that stand
nearest to the proletariat? Of shop owners, artisans, lower officials and employ-
ees, and poor peasants.

Let us consider what these are in Western Europe! Follow me, Comrade. Not
only in a big shop — there the dependence on capital is a matter of course — but in
a small one in a poor, proletarian quarter. Look around you. What do you see?
Everything: nearly all the goods, clothes, foodstuffs, implements, fuel etc., are
products not only of big industry, but often of the trusts. And not only in the
cities, but in the country likewise. The small shopkeepers are for the most part
storekeepers of big capital. That is to say of banking capital, for this rules the
large factories and the trusts.

Look about you in the workshop of a small artisan, no matter whether in the
city or the country. His raw materials, the metals, the leather, the wood, etc.,
come to him from big capital, often even from the monopolies, that is to say from
the banks as well. And in so far as the purveyors are small capitalists as yet, these
in their turn depend on banking capital.

And the lower officials and employees? The great majority of them in West-
ern Europe is in the employment of big capital, the State, of the municipality,
finally therefore also of the banks. The percentage of employees and officials
nearest to the proletariat that are directly or indirectly dependent on big capital is
very great in Western Europe. In Germany and England, as well as in the United
States and the British colonies, it is enormous. And the interests of these layers
are one therefore with those of big capital, that is to say the banks.

I have already dealt with the poor peasants, and we have seen, that for the
time being they cannot be won for Communism, for the reasons already
mentioned, and also because they are dependent on big capital for their
implements, goods, and mortgages.

What does this prove, Comrade?

That modern West-European (and American) society and State have become
ONE big, thoroughly organised whole, which is entirely controlled, moved and
regulated by banking capital. That society here is a regulated body, capital-
istically regulated, but regulated all the same. That banking capital is the blood,
flowing through the entire body, and nourishing all its branches. That this body is
one, and that capital renders this body enormously strong, and that therefore all
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only have to be combined, according to the industries, within the compass of the
Workers” Unions.

The Worker has Power

It is obvious. Here the workers, every worker, has power, for in his workshop he
elects his own delegates, and through them he has direct control over the district
and State bodies. There is strong centralisation, but not too strong. The individual
and the industrial organisation has great power. He can dismiss or replace his
delegates at any time, and compel them to replace the higher positions at the
shortest notice. This is individualism, but not too much of it. For the central
corporations, the districts and government councils have great power. The indi-
vidual and the central board have just that amount of power, which this present
period, in which the revolution breaks out, requires and allows.

Marx writes that under capitalism the citizen is an abstraction, a cipher, as
compared to the State. It is the same in the Trade Unions. The bureaucracy, the
entire system of the organisation plane ever so far above, and are altogether out of
the reach of the worker. He cannot reach them. He is a cipher as compared to
them, an abstraction. For them he is not even the man in the workshop. He is not
a living, willing, struggling being. If in the old Trade Unions you replace the
bureaucracy by other persons, you will see that before long these also have the
same character; that they stand high, unattainably high above the masses, and are
in no way in touch with them. Ninety-nine out of every hundred will be tyrants,
and will stand on the side of the bourgeoisie. It is the very nature of the organ-
isation that makes them so.

Your tactics strive to leave the Trade Unions as they are, “down below”, and
only to give them other leaders somewhat more of the Left trend, is therefore
purely a change “up above”. And the Trade Unions remain in the power of lead-
ers. And these, once spoilt, everything is as of old, or at the very best, a slight
improvement in the layers up above. No, not even if you yourself, or we our-
selves, were the leaders, we would not consent to this. For we wish to enable the
masses themselves to become more intelligent, more courageous, self- acting,
more elevated in all things. We want the masses themselves to make the revo-
lution. For only thus the revolution can triumph here in Western Europe. And to
this end the old Trade Unions must be destroyed.

Industrial Workers Decide

How utterly different it is in the industrial unions. Here it is the worker himself
who decides about tactics, trend, and struggle, and who intervenes if the “leaders”
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3. The example of Russia, where this propaganda and the compromise worked so
wonderfully well.

Further arguments you have none. I will answer them in turn.

To begin with the first argument, propaganda in parliament. This argument is
only of very slight importance. For the non-Communist workers, that is to say the
social-democrats, the Christian and other bourgeois elements do not, as a rule,
read one word in their papers about our parliamentary speeches.

Often these speeches are utterly mutilated. With those, therefore, we achieve
nothing. We only get at the workers through our meetings, brochures and
newspapers.

Action Speaks Louder than Words

We, however (I often speak in the name of the KAPD), get at them especially
through action (in the time of the revolution, of which we speak). In all bigger
towns and villages they see us act. They see our strikes, our street fights, our
councils. They hear our watchwords. They see our lead. This is the best propa-
ganda, the most convincing. This action, however, is not in parliament!

The non-Communist workers, therefore, the small peasants and bourgeois,
can be reached quite well also without parliamentary action.

Here one part in particular from your brochure, Infantile Disorder, must be
refuted; it shows where opportunism is already leading you, Comrade.

On page 52 you say that the fact of the German workers coming in masses to
join the ranks of the Independent Party, and not the Communist Party, is attribut-
able to the parliamentary action of the Independents. The mass of the Berlin
workers, therefore, had been as good as converted through the death of our Com-
rades Liebknecht and Rosa Luxemburg, through the purposeful strikes and the
street fights of the Communists. Only a speech of Comrade Levi in parliament
was lacking as yet! Had he but delivered this speech, they would have come to us,
instead of to the double-minded Independents! No, comrade, this is not true. They
have gone to the double-minds first because they were afraid as yet of the single-
minded: the revolution. Because the transition from slavery to freedom lies
through hesitation.

Look out, Comrade, you see whither opportunism is already leading you.

Your first argument is of no importance.

And if we consider that parliamentary action (in the revolution, in Germany
and England, and all Western Europe) reinforces the workers’ idea that their
leaders will do things for them, and dissuades them from the idea that they must
do everything for themselves, we see that this argument does not only bring no
good at all, but that it is exceedingly harmful.
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Next I come to England: to the English Left Wing.

After Germany, England is nearest to a revolution, not because in that
country the situation is revolutionary already, but because the proletariat there is
so numerous, and the capitalist and economic conditions most favourable. Only a
strong blow is needed there and the fight will begin, a fight which can only end in
a victory. And the blow will come. This is felt, this is almost instinctively known
by the most advanced workers of England (as we all feel it), and because they feel
this, they have founded a new movement, which, whilst manifesting itself in vari-
ous directions, and searching as yet, just as in Germany — is in general the rank
and file movement, the movement of the masses themselves, without, or pract-
ically without leaders'?.

Their movement is very much like the German Workers’ Union and its
industrial organisations.

Did you observe, Comrade, that this movement has arisen in two of the most
advanced countries only? And from the ranks of the workers themselves? And in
many places'. This proves already in itself that it is of natural growth, and not to
be stopped!

Struggle in England Essential

And in England this movement, this struggle against the Trade Unions, is needed
more almost than in Germany, for the English Trade Unions are not only a tool in
the hands of the leaders, for the maintenance of capitalism, but they are at the
same time far more inefficient as a means for the revolution than those of
Germany. The way they are conducted dates from the time of the small struggle,
often as far back as the 19th or even the 18th century. England not only has
industries where 25 Trade Unions exist, but most of the unions fight one another
to the death for members!! And the members are utterly without power. Do you
also wish to retain these Trade Unions, Comrade Lenin?

Must not these be opposed, split up, and destroyed? If you are against the
Workers’ Unions you must also be against the Shop Committees, the Shop Stew-
ards, and the Industrial Unions. Whoever is in favour of the latter, is also in fav-
our of the former. For the Communists in either aim at the same things.

The English Communists of the Left Wing wish to use this new trend in the
Trade Union movement to destroy the English Trade Unions in their present
shape, to alter them, to replace them by new instruments in the class struggle,
which can be applied for the revolution. The same reasons that we have brought
forward for the German movement holds good here.

12 Shop Committees, Shop Stewards, and, especially in Wales, Industrial Unions.
' That this movement in Germany was made from above is slander.
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Thus there has to be everywhere one group that draws all the consequences;
such groups are the salt of humanity.

Here, however, after this theoretical defence of anti-parliamentarism, I have
to answer in detail your defence of parliamentarism. You defend it (from page 36
to 68), for England and Germany. The argumentation, however, holds good only
for Russia (and at the very utmost for a few other East-European countries), not
for Western Europe. That, as I have said before, is where your mistake lies. That
turns you from a Marxist into an opportunist leader. That causes you, the Marxist,
radical leader for Russia, and probably a few more East-European countries, to
sink back into opportunism where Western Europe is concerned. And, if accepted
here, your tactics would lead the entire West to perdition. This I will next prove
in detail, in answer to your argumentation.

Comrade, on reading your argumentation from page 36 to 68, a recollection
constantly occurred to me.

Amongst the Social Patriots

I saw myself once more at a congress of the old Social-Patriotic Party of Holland,
listening to a speech of Troelstra’s — a speech in which he depicted to the workers
the great advantages of the reformist policy, in which he spoke of the workers
that were not social-democratic yet, and that were to be won by compromise; in
which he spoke of the alliances that were to be made (only provisionally, of
course!) with the parties of these workers, and of the “rifts” in and between the
bourgeois parties, of which we were to make use. In just the same way, in almost,
nay in absolutely the same words, you, Comrade Lenin, speak for us West
Europeans!

And I remember how we sat there, far back in the hall; we the Marxist Com-
rades, very few in number — only four or five. Henriette Roland Holst, Panne-
koek, and a few others. Troelstra spoke persuasively and convincingly, just as
you do, Comrade. And I remember how, in the midst of the thundering applause,
of the brilliant reformist expositions and the reviling of Marxism, the workers in
the hall looked round at the “idiots” and “asses” and “childish fools”, names that
Troelstra called us at that time — almost the same as you call us now. To all prob-
ability things have been practically the same at the Congress of the International
in Moscow, when you spoke against the “Left” Marxists. And his words — just
like yours, Comrade — were so convincing, so logical, within the compass of his
method, that at times I myself thought, yes, he is right.

Communist Party falling back into the course of opportunism, through parliamentarism, it is a
tactical necessity to defend anti-parliamentarism. And thus in many countries of Western
Europe it may continue to be!
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Once again this will be so, not because we of the Left Wing will it so, but
because the revolution must needs have these new organisations. The revolution
cannot triumph without them.

Hail the Rank and File Movement

All hail!, therefore, the rank and file movement in England, and the Workers’
Unions in Germany, first forerunners of the Soviets in Europe. Good luck to you,
the first organisations that, with the Communist parties, will bring the revolution
in Western Europe.

You, Comrade Lenin, wish to compel us to use bad weapons here in Western
Europe, where we stand alone, without a single ally, against an as yet extremely
powerful, extremely organised and armed capitalism, and where we stand in need
of the very best of weapons, the very strongest. Where we want to organise the
revolution on the shop floor, and on a shop floor basis, you wish to force the mis-
erable Trade Unions on us. The revolution in Western Europe can and must be
organised only on the shop floor and on a shop floor basis, because here capital-
ism has attained such a high economic and political organisation (in all direct-
ions) and because the workers (except for the Communist Party) have no other
strong weapons. The Russians were armed, and had the poor peasants. What the
weapons and the peasants were for the Russians, tactics and the organisation must
be for us for the time being. And then YOU recommend the Trade Unions! From
psychological, as well as from material grounds, in the midst of the revolution,
we MUST fight these Trade Unions, and you try to hinder us in this fight. We can
fight only be means of a splitting-up, and you are preventing us. We wish to form
groups, that are to be an example, the only way of showing the proletariat what it
is we seek, and you forbid this. We wish to raise the proletariat of Europe to a
higher level, and you throw stones in our path.

You do not wish them then: the splitting up, the new formations, the higher
stage of development!

And why not?

Because you want to have the big parties, and the big Trade Unions, in the
Third International.

To us this looks like opportunism, opportunism of the very worst kind"’.

'3 Already now the Trade Union question clearly demonstrates where the opportunist tactics of
Moscow lead. The members of the Communist Parties are forced to enter the modern Trade
Unions (see the thesis accepted on this point). They are forced, therefore, to become scabs and
strike-breakers!!! At the same time they must openly support the Syndicalists!!! Instead of
openly saying that neither of these organisations are any good, that new ones have to be
formed, on the basis of the industries (the theses themselves declare elsewhere that this is what
should be done), they adopt this ambiguous attitude. And why? To add masses to the Third
International.
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great extent, would leave everything to be done through his speeches, so that his
parliamentary action would have a harmful effect'®.

Big Numbers of no Avail

It is true that this work of the Left Wing would take years, and those people who
for some reason or other, strive for immediate results, big numbers, large amounts
of members and votes, big parties, and a powerful (seemingly powerful!) Inter-
national, will have a rather long time to wait. Those, however, who realise that
the victory of the German and West- European revolution can only come, if a
very great number, if the mass of the workers believe in themselves, will be
satisfied with these tactics.

For Germany and Western Europe they are the only tactics possible. This is
particularly true for England.

Comrade, do you know the bourgeois individualism of England, its bourge-
ois liberty, its parliamentary democracy, as they have grown during some six or
seven centuries? Do you really know them? Do you know how utterly they differ
from conditions in your country? Do you know how deeply these ideas are rooted
in everyone, also in the proletarian individuals of England and its colonies? Do
you know into what an immense whole it has developed? Do you know how
generally spread it is? In social and personal life? I do not think there is one Russ-
ian, one inhabitant of Eastern Europe, who knows them. If you knew them, you
would rejoice at those among the English workers who totally break with this
greatest political formation of world capitalism.

If this is done with full consciousness, it demands a revolutionary mind,
quite as great as that which once broke with Czarism. This rupture with the entire
English democracy constitutes the era of the English revolution.

And this is done, as it must inevitably be done in England, with its tremen-
dous history, tradition, and strength; it is done with the utmost firmness of pur-
pose. Because the English proletariat has the greatest power (potentially it is the
most powerful on the earth), it makes a sudden stand against the mightiest bour-
geoisie of the earth, and with one stroke rejects the whole of English democracy,
although the revolution has not yet broken out there.

That is what their vanguard did, just like the German one, the KAPD. And
why did they do it? Because they know that they also stand alone, and that no

'8 The example of Comrade Liebknecht is in itself a proof that our tactics are right. BEFORE
the revolution, when imperialism was as yet at the summit of power, and suppressed every
movement by martial law, he could exercise an enormous influence through his protests in
parliament; DURING the revolution this was so no longer. As soon , therefore, as the workers
have taken their lot into their own hands, we must let go of parliamentarism.
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You say that we, the members of the Amsterdam Commission, have forg-
otten or have never known the lessons former revolutions have taught. Well,
Comrade, there is one thing about these former revolutions which I remember
quite well. It is this: that the extreme “Left” parties have always played a prom-
inent, eminent part in all of them. It was such in the revolution of the Netherlands
against Spain, in the English revolution, in that of France, in the Commune, and
in the two Russian revolutions.

In accordance with the development of the Labour movement, there are two
trends here in the West-European revolution: the radical and the opportunist
trend. These can only arrive at sound tactics, at unity, by means of a mutual
struggle. The radical trend, however, though in some particulars it may go too far,
is much the best. And yet you, Comrade Lenin, go and support the opportunists!

And not only this! The Executive in Moscow, the RUSSIAN leaders of a
revolution that triumphed only through the help of millions of poor peasants,
forces these their tactics on the proletariat of Western Europe, which stands and
has to stand all alone. And in so doing annihilates the best trend in Western
Europe!

What incredible foolishness, and especially what dialectics.

When the revolution in Western Europe breaks out, it will work for you blue
wonders! But the proletariat will be the victim.

Counter-Revolutionary Trade Unions

You, Comrade, and the Executive in Moscow, know that the Trade Unions in
Western Europe are counter-revolutionary forces. This is evident from your
Theses. And yet you wish to retain them. You also know that the Workers’
Union, the rank and file movement, are revolutionary organisations. You say
yourself, in your Theses, that the industrial organisations must be and are our aim.
And yet you want to smother them. You want to destroy the organisations in
which the workers, every worker, and therefore the mass, can attain power and
strength, and to keep those in which the mass is a dead tool in the hands of the
leaders. Thus you strive to bring the Trade Unions in your power, in the power of
the Third International.

Why is it you wish to do so? Why do you follow these bad tactics? Because
you want masses around you, no matter of what quality, as long as they are mass-
es. Because you believe that if only you have masses obeying you on account of a
strict discipline and centralisation, no matter whether they are Communist, half
Communist, or not Communist at all, you, the leaders, will win. in a word,
because your tactics are leader- tactics.

By criticising leader-tactics I do not mean to advocate politics without
leaders and centralisation, for without these one attains nothing (they are as
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democratic guise of congress discussions and resolutions. The history of
Social Democracy is a series of fruitless attempts to let the members deter-
mine their own politics. Wherever the proletariat goes in for parliamentary
action, all this is inevitable, as long as the masses have not yet created
organs for self-activity; as long, therefore, as the revolution has not broken
out. As soon as the masses can act for themselves, and can consequently
decide, the disadvantages of parliamentarism become paramount.

The problem of tactics is how to eradicate the traditional bourgeois
way of thinking that saps the strength of the mass of the proletariat; every-
thing which reinforces the traditional view is wrong. The most firmly root-
ed, most tenacious part of this mental attitude is dependence on leaders, to
whom it leaves the decisions in all general questions, and the control of all
class matters. Inevitably, parliamentarism has a tendency to crush in the
masses the activity necessary for the revolution. No matter what fine
speeches are delivered to inspire the workers to revolutionary deeds, revo-
lutionary action does not spring from such words, but from the keen and
hard necessity that leaves no other choice whatsoever.

Demands of the Revolution

The revolution also demands something more than the fighting action of the
masses that overthrows the government, and which, as we know, is not
under the control of leaders, but can only come from the deeply felt impulse
of the masses. The revolution demands that the great questions of social
construction be taken in hand, that difficult decisions shall be made, that the
entire proletariat be roused to one creative inmpulse; and this is only poss-
ible if first the advance guard, and then an ever greater mass takes things in
hand — a mass that is conscious of its responsibilities, that searches, propa-
gates, fights, strives, reflects, considers, dares, and carries out. All this is,
however, hard work: so as long as the proletariat thinks there is an easier
way, letting others act for it by carrying out agitation from a high platform,
by taking decisions, by giving signals for action, by making laws, it will
hesitate, and the old ways of thinking and the old weaknesses will keep
them pacified.”

The workers of Western Europe, led it be repeated a thousand and, if need
be, a hundred thousand or a million times — and whoever has not learned and seen
it since November 1918 is blind — the West European workers must in the first
place act for themselves — in the Trade Unions and also politically, and they must
let their leaders act, because the workers stand alone, and because no clever tact-
ics of leaders can help them. The greatest impetus must come from them. Here,
for the first time, to a far greater degree than in Russia, THE LIBERATION OF
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III. PARLIAMENTARISM

Next we have to take up the defence of the Left Wing on the question of Parlia-
mentarism'®. The same universal theoretical grounds that we dealt with for the
Trade Unions, determine the attitude of the Left Wing in this question also. The
fact that the proletariat stands alone, the gigantic force of the enemy, and conse-
quently the necessity for the mass to raise itself to a much higher level, and to
rely entirely on its own support. I need not repeat these grounds here. Here, how-
ever, there are a few more grounds than on the Trade Union question.

Subjects of Bourgeois Democracy

In the first place, the workers of Western Europe and the working masses in gen-
eral are completely subjected, as far as ideas are concerned, to the bourgeois syst-
em of representation, to parliamentarism, to bourgeois democracy. Much more so
than the workers of Eastern Europe. Here bourgeois ideology has taken a strong
hold on the whole of social and political life. It has penetrated far more into the
heads and hearts of the workers. Here they have already been brought up in that
ideology for hundreds of years. These ideas have altogether saturated the
workers.

These relations have been very well depicted by Comrade Pannekoek in the
Viennese periodical, Communismus:

“The experience of Germany places us face to face with the great problem
of the revolution in Western Europe. In these countries the old bourgeois
method of production, and the corresponding highly developed culture of
many centuries, have made a thorough impression on the thoughts and feel-
ings of the masses. Consequently the spiritual and mental character of the
masses here is quite different from that of the Eastern countries, where they
had not experienced this domination of bourgeois culture. And herein above
all lies the difference in the progress of the revolution in the East and in the
West. In England, France, Holland, Scandinavia, Italy and Germany, ever
since the middle ages there has been a strong bourgeoisie, with petty-bour-
geois and primitive capitalist production; whilst feudalism was being def-
eated, an equally strong, independent peasantry sprang up in the country,
which was master in its own small sphere.

' Originally I considered this a minor point. The attitude of the Spartacus League, however, at
the time of the Kapp putsch, and your opportunist brochure, opportunist even on this question,
have convinced me that it is of great importance.
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On this soil bourgeois civic spiritual life developed into a firm national
culture, especially in the coastlands of England and France, which were
most advanced by capitalist development. In the nineteenth century capital-
ism, by bringing the whole of agriculture under its power, and pulling even
the most isolated farms into the circle of the world economy, has raised this
national culture to a higher level, has refined it, and by means of its spiri-
tual methods of propaganda, the Press, the school, and the Church, has
beaten it firmly into the brains of the masses it has proletarianised, both
those who were sucked into the cities, and those who were left on the land.
This applies not only to the original capitalist countries, but also, though in
a somewhat modified form, to America and Australia, where the Europeans
founded new States, and to the countries of Central Europe, that had until
then stagnated: Germany, Austria, Italy, where new capitalist development
could link up with old, obsolete, petty-bourgeois economy, agriculture and
culture. In the Eastern countries of Europe capitalism found quite different
material and other traditions. Here in Russia, Poland, Hungary, and the
region to the east of the Elbe, there was no small, strong bourgeois class
dominating spiritual life since time immemorial; primitive agrarian relat-
ions with large scale landed property, patriarchal feudalism and village
communism determined spiritual life.”

Here, on the ideological problem, Comrade Pannekoek has hit the nail on the
head. Far better than it has ever been done from your side, he has demonstrated
the difference between the east and the west of Europe, from the ideological
angle, and has given the cue towards finding revolutionary tactics for Western
Europe.

This only need be combined with the MATERIAL causes of the power of
our opponents, that is to say with banking capital, and the tactics become
perfectly clear.

Workers Win Rights for Possessing Class

However, there is yet more to be said on the ideological question: civil liberties,
the power of parliament, has been won in Western Europe by means of wars for
liberty, waged by former generations, by the ancestors. And though at the time
these rights were only for citizens, for the possessing class, they were won by the
people all the same. The thought of these struggles is to this day a deeply-rooted
tradition in the blood of this people. Revolutions are always the deepest memories
of a people. Unconsciously the thought that it meant a victory to achieve repres-
entation in parliament has a tremendous, silent force. This is especially the case in
the oldest bourgeois countries, where long or repeated wars have been waged for
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