Writing to Persuade

The following question is taken from the textbook, ‘Unit 6: Manners Maketh Man – and Woman!’. 

Question: 
Your debating team has been given the opposition case for the motion: ‘This house believes that women should be given exactly the same treatment as men.’

Lesson Plan

You may wish to write this on the board for students:

By writing to persuade, you have the opportunity to extend your ideas to influence others and perhaps effect change in people’s attitudes, beliefs and even actions.

A 
PLAN

For students, a key point to remember is that when writing to persuade, the audience may not agree with you. Writing to persuade is, therefore, more demanding and more ambitious than many other types of writing. When writing to persuade, the student’s goal could be to change the readers’ minds or move them to action or defend an idea or refute an opponent.

1. Ask students to consider a thinking guide. Students should make brief notes on the following:

(a) Think about the position or stand on the topic that you have to take.

(b) Think about your reasons (either personal or by any other way) for that position or stand.

(c) Think about the stand or position of your reader.

(d) Think of examples, evidence, analogy, comparisons, statistics, cause and effect, or personal experiences that can be used in your composition. 

(e) Think how you will organise your reasons to convince your reader.

(f) Think about your conclusion, you can use an imaginative restatement, your position or an appeal for specific action or rethinking.

2. Students should then consider the question carefully: underlining the content key words and instruction key words given in the question. Content key words point out what the students should write and instruction key words give an idea on how it should be written.

Ask students to circle the content key words in the question and underline the instruction words. When they are brainstorming, ask them to come back to the highlighted words again and again to make sure that they are answering the question in the way that it is asking.

3. You may wish to write the following points on the board for students to get started.

(    The form in which they are asked to write – letter, magazine article, etc

· The register –  the most suitable way to address your audience

· The tone – formal, informal or confiding, etc

· The audience
Ask students to offer their comments on the above.

4. Tell the students to always keep in mind: CONTEXT, PURPOSE and AUDIENCE.

· Why are you writing? 

· Who are you writing for?

· What is the context?

5. Then, ask students to do some research to further strengthen their positions. The Internet is a great resource for this. Ask them to furnish support for their points with evidence from surveys, articles, research, etc. This is especially important if they want to persuade the audience to agree with them. 

6. Ask students to focus on four to five points – making sure that they are major and separate points.

7. After doing this, students should work on their topic sentences for each paragraph, one for each of their points. These will become the central idea in the paragraph. They should have a paragraph for each point. Ask students to decide how they want to structure their composition at this point; which point should come first? The points should be sorted out into a logical and progressive order.

8. Ask students to decide how they want to structure their writing, as seen below. 

· Each point is supported by examples and evidence. 

                                                                                                                                                        

                                                                                                                                                        

B
WRITE

1. From each of the topic sentence, ask students to develop their paragraphs. Make sure that the paragraph supports their topic sentences with examples and evidence. Some students will benefit from a writing frame. See Appendix A.

2. After developing their paragraphs, students should now work on their conclusion. Tell students that in their conclusion, they should:

· summarise their points

· restate their position in a slightly different way

C
EDIT

1. After students have written their first drafts, ask them to go through with the checklist (found at the back of the textbook). Check for errors of spelling and tense.

2. Asking a fellow student to read through the essay may also be a good idea. The ‘student marker’ can then note down what he/she feels are points that are not clear, not well supported, etc and offer suggestions.

3. Finally, ask your students to work on their final drafts.

Appendix A: Writing Frame for a Persuasive Text


Title                     


Introduction


Paragraph 


Paragraph 

Paragraph 


Conclusion

Conclusion





State reason and give examples and evidence








State reason and give examples and evidence








Introduction:


state your stand






































(	Summarise your strongest points


(	Restate your position in a slightly different way





(	Topic sentence


(	Example


(	Evidence





State reason and give examples and evidence





(	Topic sentence


(	Example


(	Evidence





(	Topic sentence


(	Example


( 	Evidence





(	Short introduction to your debating speech


(	State your stand – need to state whether you believe they should be treated ‘better’ or ‘worse’ than men


(	You may want to state your reasons here and then elaborate upon it in the following paragraphs





	





 We do not believe that women should not be given exactly the same treatment as men








