Writing to Describe

The following question is taken from the textbook, Unit 7: Money Makes the World Go Round (Life Accents 3B Textbook page 50). 

Question:
One day when you went into your local bank, you witnessed an attempted hold-up that the police managed to foil. Write a personal recount of the incident for your diary entry, including the points below but adding further details to make it more interesting:

· the scene at the bank – why you were there

· the robbers, how they entered and what they did

· the reactions of the customers and the tellers

· the alarm was sounded – how?

· the police arrive promptly – what actions do they take?

· the reactions of the robbers – how they are arrested

· aftermath to the accident – your reactions and thoughts

Lesson Plan

You may wish to write this on the board for students:

Usually a description in a narrative is used for scene setting or to flesh out a character. 

A
PLAN

1. Ask students, “Have you ever witnessed a robbery?” Some students will answer they have probably see it on TV or films, but not in real-life situations. You might like to point out that most questions would have content key words and instruction key words in the question. Content key words point out what the students should write and instruction key words give an idea on how it should be written.


Ask students to circle the content key words in the question and underline the instruction key words. When they are brainstorming, ask them to come back to these highlighted words again and again and make sure that they are answering the question.


In this instance, the instruction key words are: write a personal recount for a diary entry; and the content key words are: witnessed a bank hold-up that the police managed to foil.

2. Ask students to make brief notes what is required. You may wish to write the following points on the board for students to get started.

What is the form in which they are asked to write; letter, instruction, magazine article, etc

· The register, which means the most suitable way to address the audience 

· The tone, should be formal, informal or confiding, etc

· The audience
Ask students to offer their comments on the above.

3. Tell the students to always keep in mind: CONTEXT, PURPOSE and AUDIENCE.

· Why are you writing?

· Who are you writing for?

· What is the context?

4. Allow students about 10 minutes to brainstorm a list of points for their descriptive writing. The given pointers provided in the question will be very helpful for the students. 

5. You may want students to do some research to further help them in their writing. The Internet is a great source for this. Ask them to furnish with enough information about robberies in their country from the newspaper, magazines and other sources. This will give their personal recounts a real sense of realism. 

6. After doing all this, students should work on their events for each paragraph, one for each of their points. These will become the central ideas in each paragraph. Ask students to decide how they want to structure their composition at this point – which point should come first? The points should be sorted into a logical and progressive order. 

7. Students can structure their personal recounts in the following manner:

                                                                                                                                                    

                                                                                                                                                                                

At certain points in the recounts, students can add in their personal comments.                                                                                                                                               

B
WRITE

1. From each of the events, ask students to develop their paragraphs. Make sure that the paragraph supports the events in chronological order. Some students will benefit from a writing frame. See Appendix A.

2. After developing their paragraphs, students should now work on their conclusion. 

C  
EDIT

1. After students have written their first draft, ask them to go through with the checklist (found at the back of the textbook). Check for errors of spelling and tense.

2. Asking a fellow student to read through the essay may also be a good idea. The ‘student marker’ can then note down what he/she feels are points that are not clear, not well-written, etc and offer suggestions.

3. Ask your students to then work on their final drafts.

Appendix A: Writing Frame for a Description 


Title                     


Introduction


Paragraph 2 


Paragraph 3


Paragraph 4 


Paragraph 5


Conclusion

Conclusion





Event 3





Event 2





Event 1





Introduction














Witnessing an attempted robbery in a bank





-  Introduction to your composition


-  Why were you at the bank that day?





Event 1


Personal comments





Event 2


Personal comments





Event 3


Personal comments





Event 4


Personal comments





Summarise your recount 


Personal comments





Event 4








