Writing to Argue 

The following question is taken from the Life Accents 3A Textbook (page 129), ‘Unit 5: Should Children Work?’. 

Question:
Write on the title of this unit: ‘Should Children Work?, giving a well-argued account of the issue and coming to a reasoned conclusion.

Lesson Plan
You may wish to write this on the board for students:

An argument offers a well-reasoned point of view that recognises and tries to counter other valid and reasonable views.

A
PLAN

1. Ask students, ‘What does the question want?’ Some students will know it intuitively, but you might like to point out that most questions would have content key words and instruction key words in the question. Content key words point out what the students should write and instruction key words give an idea on how it should be written.

Ask students to circle the content key words in the question and underline the instruction key words. When they are brainstorming, ask them to come back to these highlighted words again and again and make sure that they are answering the question.

2. Ask students to make brief notes on what is required. You make wish to write the following points on the board for students to get started.

(
The form in which they are asked to write – letter, magazine article, etc

· The register –  the most suitable way to address your audience

· The tone – formal, informal or confiding, etc

· The audience
Ask students to offer their comments on the above. 

3. Tell the students to always keep in mind: CONTEXT, PURPOSE and AUDIENCE.

· Why are you writing? 

· Who are you writing for?

· What is the context?

4. Tell students that for expositions, it is sometimes crucial to define certain words in the question. In this instance, students must tell readers how they intend to use the word ‘children’ and ‘work’ in their writing. Does children mean up to the age of 14? A young pianist may put in six to seven hours of practice every day to prepare for a concert – is that work? Ask students to decide.

5. Allow students about 10 minutes to brainstorm a list of points in favour of their position. 

6. Ask students to choose four to five points – making sure that they are major and separate points.

7. Next, ask students to create a list of opposing points. Remind students that these are points that they must have counter-arguments for, in order for the audience to accept that the students’ position is ‘stronger’.

8. Then, ask students to do some research to further strengthen their positions. The Internet is a great resource for this. Ask them to furnish support for their points with evidence from anecdotes, surveys, etc. This is especially important in an argument. 

NOTE: You may wish to split the class into groups for the seven points above. You may want a mixture of students who are for and against child labour in each group so that students will have an idea of the counter-arguments. The following should be done individually.

9. After doing all this, students should work on their topic sentences for each paragraph, one for each of their points. These will become the central idea in the paragraph. They should have a paragraph for each point. Ask students to decide how they want to structure their composition at this point; which point should come first? The points should be sorted into a logical and progressive order.

10. Ask students to decide how they want to structure their writing, as seen below. Choose something that they are comfortable with.

· You can present all the arguments for one side followed by all the arguments for the other.



· You can present a point of argument followed by a counter-argument.



B
WRITE

1. From each of the topic sentence, ask students to develop their paragraphs. Make sure that the paragraph supports their topic sentences with examples or elaboration. Some students will benefit from a writing frame. See Appendix A.

2. Teachers may wish to go through the Vocabulary item on ‘Phrases to introduce other points of view’ (Life Accents 3A Textbook page 127) with your students. Students will find these phrases handy for their writing.

3. After developing their paragraphs, students should now work on their conclusion. Tell students that in their conclusion, they should:

· summarise their points

· restate their argument in a slightly different way

· not introduce any new ideas

C
EDIT

1. After students have written their first draft, ask them to go through with the checklist (found at the back of the textbook). Check for errors of spelling and tense.

2. Asking a fellow student to read through the essay may also be a good idea. The ‘student marker’ can then note down what he/she feels are points that are not clear, not well-argued, etc and offer suggestions. 

3. Finally, ask your students to work on their final drafts.

Appendix A: Writing Frame for an Argument


Title: 


Introduction:


Pro:


Pro/Con:


Con/Pro:


Con:


Conclusion:
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