Gessians are students of integrity and ability, honest and responsible to self family and nation. We take pride in work and
give of our best always. Above all, we possess the resilience to overcome life's challenges, striving ever onward.

School Strategic Thrusts 

1. Achieving academic excellence and niche CCAs 2. Building a culture of care 3. Promoting a learning and innovative culture

Name:

Class: 

Date:

	Year
	Descriptive Essays

	1988
	      1.
Describe what happened when a new machine was introduced into your house or community.

2.
Describe the sights, sounds and activities at the end of a day's work.

3.
Describe an incident in which you felt you were treated unfairly.

4.
Describe a severe storm and its effects it had on you and your community.

	1989
	5.
Describe an unusual local character.

	1990
	6.
Describe the worst-tempered person you know.

	
	7.
A busy shopping area

	
	8.
Describe an occasion when a small fire went out of control

	1991
	9.
Describe your daily joumey to school.

	
	10.
Describe a day you spent in strange surroundings.

	
	11.
Describe interesting features of the interior of your island.

	
	12.
Describe the funniest event of your life so far.

	1992
	13.
Describe how local people reacted when a useful store was demolished and houses built instead.

	
	14.
Describe a local wedding.

	1993
	15.
You are going to write your life story. Describe two or three incidents that will interest your readers.

	
	16.
Describe a popular person in your own age group.

	
	17.
Describe the activities and enjoyment you experience as a member of a club.

	1994
	18.
Describe the activities of religious people in your country.

	
	19.
Describe your ideal school.

	
	20.
Describe world news which has been of interest to you in the last month.

	1995
	21.
Describe an old couple outside your family who live an interesting and happy life.

	
	22.
Describe the first hour of a day at school.

	
	23. You were called upon to take someone else's place at the last minute. Describe what happened.

	
	24.
Describe your new neighbours.

	1996
	25. Describe a time when efforts to please some one ended in failure.

	
	26.
Describe an early morning.

	1997
	27.
Describe a journey that you particularly enjoyed.

	
	28. Write a description of ether (a) The rush hour or b) A busy eating place

	
	29.
Fireworks and bright lights are often an important part of special occasions. Write a description of any

fireworks display or 'light' display which you have seen.

	
	30.
Describe your best friend.


	1998
	31.
Describe an event which took place in a public park. It can be real or imaginary event.

	
	32. Describe the suspense of waiting for something or someone to arrive, or of waiting for some event to

happen.

	
	33.
Describe a visit to either the theatre or the cinema. Give your views about the play or film you saw and

write about the people you were with.

	
	34.
Describe a crowded shopping centre.

	1999
	35. You have a holiday job as an assistant organizer of activities and entertainment for a group of very young

children. Describe what happens on one of the days you are there.

	
	36.
Describe an important event you attended and give your thoughts and feelings about what happened.

	2000
	37.
Describe the scene outside a sports stadium immediately before an important match.

	
	38. An unsuccessful shopping trip

	
	39. A visit to an amusement park

	
	40.
Describe how a family discussion brought about a happy outcome.

	
	41. Describe what you see through one of the windows or either your home or classroom.

	
	42. Describe two of your favourite shops and the people inside them.

	2001
	43.
Describe the house or apartment in which you live.

	
	44.
Describe what you imagine your last day at school will be like.

	
	45.
Imagine the town or village where you live is holding an important celebration or festival. Describe the

scene.

	2002
	46.
Describe the sights and sounds during the mid-day break in your school.

	
	47.
Describe the sights and sounds as students gather on the first morning of a new school term.

	
	48.
Describe any development which has spoilt or improved your neighbourhood.

	2003
	49.
Describe someone you know personally who is a mixture of attractive qualities and odd behaviour.

	
	50. Write a description of a busy scene outside a stadium before or after a big event.

	
	51.
Describe what you think it would be like to spend some time on the moon.

	2004
	52.
Describe a great celebration that you took part in.

	
	53.
Describe one for the large shopping malls in Singapore. Why does it attract so many customers?

	2005
	54.
It is not only shopping that brings visitors to Singapore. Describe some other tourist attractions and say

why you think visitors enjoy them.

	2006
	55.
It is not only shopping that brings visitors to Singapore. Describe some other tourist attractions and say

why you think visitors enjoy them.


One-word / Phrase topics:

	1997
	
	Discipline

	1998
	
	After school

	1999
	
	Celebrating the Millennium (the year 2000)

	2000
	
	1.

2.
	Winners and losers

Repaying a kindness

	2001
	
	Cats
	

	2002 /
	2003
	‑
	

	2004
	
	Flight
	

	2005
	
	Marriage
	

	2006
	
	Dreams
	


	Year
	Expositions

	
	1. "We do not enjoy our work, only our leisure." How far do you agree?

2.  Should physical education and games be compulsory activities in school?

3.  It is sometimes suggested that young people owe their parents nothing at all. Do you think such a statement is true? Write         an essay giving your views.

	
	

	1991
	

	
	

	
	4.  Young people have more problems than adults. Do you agree?

5.  Professional sportsmen are more interested in making money than playing the game. Do you agree?

6.   Should parents be punished if their children behave badly?

7.   Waste is probably the biggest problem in the world today. Do you agree?

8.   What do you think will be the most important decision which you will have to make in the next 10 years? Write about

             it and describe how you will make the decision.



	1992
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	1993
	9.   The advantages and disadvantages of being an only child

10.  How do other nations influence your country?

11.  Should all school subjects and activities be compulsory or should you have a choice?

12.  Towards a green world. What important steps must be taken to achieve this desirable goal?



	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	13.   What do you think people of your age can do to improve life in your country?

14.   Advertising exerts too great an influence on our daily lives. How do you react to this statement?

15.    Great concern is shown for the very young and the very old. Do you find this to be so among your friends and in

                 your family?

16.    Work hard, play hard. What do you think of this as a piece of advice?



	1994
	

	
	

	
	

	
	17.    Is it more important to enjoy your job than to earn a great deal of money?

18.    How important is it that people should marry and remain living together permanently?

19.    What are the benefits and limitations of living in island community?

20.    Think of the country in which you live. What do you think it will be like in ten years' time?

21.    Discuss the importance of computers in the modern world.

22.    Discuss the importance of having qualifications.



	
	

	1995
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	1996
	
23.    Is war ever justified?

24.    What are some of the difficulties that parents experience when they have to divide their time between working and 

bringing up a family?

25.    Trees are beautiful, useful but seriously threatened. What are your views?

26.    The bigger the salary, the better the job. Do you think this is true?

	1997
	27.   The computer is more of a menace than a blessing. What do you think?

28.    Is population control necessary?

29.    We should never be forced to do things we don't want to do. What is your opinion?

30.    There is nowadays little difference between the amateur and professional in sport. What are your views?

31.    A fool who has got himself into danger should not expect to be rescued. It is ridiculous for a brave person to risk

death helping a fool. What do you think of this opinion

	1998
	32.
How much of your progress at school is the result of your own ability, good luck or good teaching?

33.
Is it important that young people should know about the history of their country?

34.
All young people, both male and female, should undertake a period of military or community service. What are your

views?

35.
Some people like being alone; others are happiest when they are with a crowd of people. Which do you prefer?

36.
Are rich children always happier than those who come from poorer families?

37.
Boys are lazier than girls. Do you agree?

38.
What do you consider to be the important social problem in the world today?

	1999
	39.
Television has too great an influence on life today. What are your views?

40.
Many students choose to travel overseas to study. Write about some of the advantages and disadvantages of

overseas study.

41.
Teenagers sometimes complain that they are treated like children. What are your opinions about this?

42.
It is better to be fat and jolly than thin and miserable. What are your views on this?

	2000
	43.
Grandparents are the most important people in society. Do you agree? Give reasons for your opinion.

44.
Fire - friend or enemy?

45.
Crowds are increasingly difficult to manage. What suggestions have you for controlling the behaviour of a large

group of people?

46.
Do you think that a person should always tell the truth?

47.
Some people say that school uniform should be abolished. What are your views?

	2001
	48.
Space is the only place left to explore. Do you agree?

49.
The challenges of life bring out the best in young people. What are your views?

50.
Our lives have improved as a result of computers. Do you agree?

51.
It is impossible to have a good life without friends. Do you agree?

52.
Good health is vital for a good life. Do you think this is necessarily true?

53.
Prejudice is one of the most destructive forces in society. Can it be stopped?

	2002
	54.
Should entertainers and sports stars be paid such large sums of money? What are your views?

55.
Which aspects of your education do you think will be most useful to you in adult life?

56.
Animals and birds should never be kept in cages. What is your opinion?

57.
The motor car is now as much of a nuisance as it is necessary. Do you agree?

	2003
	58.
How far do you think young people are influenced by what they see on television and in films?

59.
There is no point in preserving the past. We should be looking to the future. What is your opinion?

60.
Dangerous sports must be banned. What do you think?

61.
No money should be spent on things like space research while there are people in the world going hungry. What do

you think?

62.
Celebrities are now more important than parents and teachers in guiding people's ambitions - and that is a bad

situation. What do you think?

	2004
	63.
Should we worry so much about endangered species? What is your view?

64.
Should both parents go out to work when their children are very young? What are your views?

65.
It is said that school uniform gives pupils a sense of identity and encourages good discipline. Do you agree?

	2005
	66.
'Parents and teachers are partners in the education of children'. In what ways can parents and teachers contribute

to the education of children?

67.
Choosing a career is one of the most important decisions to be made in life. What factors will affect your choice?

	2006
	68.
What do you think secondary schools can do to ensure the health, well-being and safety of their students?

69.
Given the limited land available in Singapore, is it wise to set aside some areas as nature reserves?

70.
Do you feel that you need the long school vacation? How do you occupy your time during the December break,

when schools are closed?


	Years
	
	Narratives

	1988
	1.
	Write a story about 'The new nurse'.

	
	2.
	Write a short story based on the following: In a famous science fiction story, the character live in a world where they will stay at their present ages forever. They will grow older; they will never die. Imagine that you are living in such a world.

	
	3.
	Write an original story entitled: Either (a) The broken window or (b) The poisoned food.

	1989
	4.
	Write a story about a young person who kept a secret and suffered as a result.

	
	5.
	Write a story based on the following: 'I had never met a person with so much talent and yet so little confidence...

	
	6.
	Write a story based on the following: ' The work was hard, it was very hot, but everyone was exceptionally cheerful...'

	1990
	7.
	Write a story based on the following: The traveler had a large sum of money but no passport. He seemed to be suffering from loss of memory...'

	
	8.
	Write a story based on one of the following: Either (a) The situation became more tense as the crowd gathered... or (b) As he searched, he opened the drawers of the desk and found...

	1991
	9.
	Continue the story: 'I knew that I had done the right thing, but it gave me no pleasure.'

	
	10.
	Write a story based on the following: 'It was very odd. There were no people on the bus, but the engine was running and their belongings were there.'

	
	11.
	Write a story based on one of the following sentences: Either (a) 'When I was left behind, I was distressed.' Or (b) 'I did not know what happiness was until...'

	
	12.
	Write a story which starts with an act of very real kindness.

	
	13.
	Continue a story which starts: 'They were standing there helplessly watching their friends slithering towards the edge of the pit...'

	1992
	14.
	The discovery of a huge oil field has caused many changes and disagreements. Write the story.

	
	15.
	Write a story based on the following: 'If only he would listen to me,' she sobbed, 'I could explain everything.'

	
	16.
	Write a story about: Either (a) a hidden treasure; or (b) a great discovery.

	
	17.
	'I had the world all to myself that early morning. The country side, as I walked through it, was solitary and still...' Continue the story.

	
	18.
	Chaos. Write a story for which this would be a suitable title.

	1993
	19.
	Sometimes we have to treat people unkindly for their own good. Write a story to illustrate this.

	
	20.
	Write a story about: Either (a) A difference of opinion; Or (b) An unusual request

	
	21.
	Write a story based on: 'I had practised saying it a hundred times, but when the moment came, I just couldn't open my mouth!'

	
	22.
	Continue a story which starts like this: 'She sat alone in the tiny room listening to the rain pounding on the roof and thinking over the events of the last few weeks...'

	
	23.
	Write a story which has its central theme the idea of 'Greed'.

	1994
	24.
	Write a story based on the following: A food store in your area suddenly closed and there was great trouble.

	
	25.
	Write a story based on one of the following: Either (a) While a doctor was away a young, unqualified nurse treated apatient and things went wrong. Or (b) Someone who refused to listen to the good advice of a school teacher.

	
	26.
	Write a story which ends with the words: 'I felt I was the luckiest person alive.'

	
	27.
	Write a story based on the following: Someone had a great disappointment that turned out to be a blessing in disguise.

	1995
	28.
	Write a story based on the following: You have just one more chance to prove you can do it.

	
	29.
	Write a story based on the following: An unfair punishment

	
	30.
	Write a story based on one of the following: Either (a) I suddenly realized that I lost my way. Or (b) Everybody was expecting me to win.

	
	31.
	‘If only she had thought first!’ Write a story with this title.

	
	32.
	Write an original story where your central character tends to exaggerate things.


	1996
	33.
	Write a story based on: That was the first time and I hope that it will be the last.

	
	34.
	Write a story based on a new- born baby found abandoned at a bus-stop.

	
	35.
	'Suddenly I realized what had happened. The building had been closed for the night and I was locked in.' Continue the

story.

	1997
	36.
	Write a story based on the following: 'Don't worry. It may never happen!'

	
	37.
	Write a story based on the following: The time when I was given some bad advice.

	
	38.
	Write a story based on the following: We were amazed when we heard how lucky John had been.

	1998
	39.
	Write a story based on the following: After the accident she seemed to be a completely different person.

	
	40.
	Write a story about someone who was in great danger either in the countryside or on the beach.

	
	41.
	'If at first you don't succeed, try, try and try again.' Use this saying as the basis of a story.

	1999
	42.
	Write a story about a telephone call which changed your life.

	
	43.
	Write a story based on the following: They did not see the danger until it was too late.

	
	44.
	Write a story based on: Either (a) 'I've had a terrible day,' she said, bursting into tears. Or (b) An occasion when mistaken

identity caused confusion.

	
	45.
	'For the travelers the greatest challenge had arrived.' Write a story based on this sentence.

	2000
	46.
	Write a story about a visit to an amusement park.

	
	47.
	Write a story on running away.

	
	48.
	Write a story based on: There was no sign of life at all; the empty boat drifted on.'

	
	49.
	'The Little statue'. Write a story with this title.

	2001
	50.
	Write a story based on the following: A small child who made an important discovery

	
	51.
	Write a story based on the following: A person who was injured but kept it a secret and caused her friend great trouble.

	
	52.
	Write a story based on someone ignoring an important message.

	
	53.
	Write a story entitled, 'A knock at the door'.

	2002
	54.
	Write a story about what happened when a family moved to a new home and found that the keys provided did not unlock

the front door.

	
	55.
	Write a story about a person who entered a competition and surprised everyone by winning

	
	56.
	Write a story about someone who had to argue against an angry crowd.

	2003
	57.
	Write a story based on the following: As soon as I heard the news of the special offer, I knew what I must do.

	
	58.
	Write about an unexpected partnership that proved to be a success.

	
	59.
	Write a story based on the following: Only when we rushed into the library did we understand why he had shouted out.

	
	60.
	Write a story in which a failure to communicate is important.

	
	61.
	Write about a story about what happened when, on the morning of your journey to spend a year studying overseas, you

were unable to find your passport.

	2004
	62.
	Write about an occasion when a special family meal produced unexpected results.

	
	63.
	Write about the rivalry between two elderly people

	
	64.
	Write about an occasion when a furious argument took place, based on a case of mistaken identity.

	2005
	65.
	Write about how a serious accident led to an area being made safer for those who work or live there.

	2006
	    66.
	Write about a time when your late arrival for a particular meeting or event led to serious trouble.
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