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	A colleague handed in his resignation letter last week.  It came as a surprise, given how scarce jobs are these days and how most people are clinging on to theirs.  However, my collegue, who is 31 and single, has been offered a job that will allow him to work in Vietnam.  He loves Indochina and will be posted to Ho Chi Minh City for a few years.

Much as I hated to see him leave because he has been doing such good work, I agree with him that it is an opportunity too good to be missed.  In fact, I was even a little heartened to learn that even in an economy which has been battered left, right and centre, there are still jobs available in the region.  More importantly, there are still Singaporeans with the energy to pluck themselves out of their comfort zone and venture overseas to try their luck and make their fortune.

Is it just me, or do you also get the sense that over the past two years or so, the climate in Singapore has grown almost unbearably bleak?  We have become a nation of tired people and frayed nerves.  A cloud of fear hangs over us.  We are fearful of losing our jobs, fearful our salaries will be cut further, fearful foreigners are chipping away at our rice bowls, fearful CPF rates will never be restored, fearful about whether there is a future for us here and, worse, whether there is a future for Singapore as a country.  Where is the energy, the drive and the optimism that made us so self assured, even cocky, in the past, despite being but a tiny red dot in the South China Sea?  Where is the confidence that made Singapore a success story?  How many times have changed from the Singapore of the early to mid-1990s, when the economy was at its peak and nothing could go wrong.

To me, Singapore’s regionalization efforts epitomized the confidence of that once-upon-a-time happy era.  I was on the Political Desk when Singapore embarked on it journey to sprout ‘a second wing’, and covered the exploratory trips made by political leaders, government officials and top business honchos.  Oh, how we traveled back then.  We were invited to Myanmar, Vietnam, Hungary, India and China.  There were so many ‘virgin’ territories to conquer.  The trips were plentiful and the Singaporean delegations large.  We stayed at five-star hotels and were feted everywhere we went.  Singaporeans gave advice, signed memoranda of understanding and forged business alliances.  People wanted us to build hotels, apartments and business parks.  There was, after all, much to glean from Singapore.  We were small but we had the experience and expertise.  They had land, cheap labour and a desire to learn.

Back home, things were also rosy.  Property prices shot up.  Singaporeans marveled at how HDB flats could cost more than half a million dollars.  However then, the property boom was making many of us millionaires, too, so who was complaining.  At the back of our minds, perhaps we did think there was something a little crazy about how prices were escalating.  But, never mind.  Singapore was invincible.  It had beaten the communists and communalists in the 1950s and 1960s, it had industrialized and was sparkling like a diamond in the sea.  The dot.com boom of the late 1990s buoyed us a little longer.  There was an almost unbearable lightness of being.  Somewhere, though, the music died.  

Perhaps regionalization did not really help.  Could it be that too many fingers were burnt when companies and individuals rushed out without doing proper research?  Maybe the other countries outgrew us and no longer needed our middleman ‘value-add’ approach?  Maybe what did us in was how property prices were allowed to spiral although the Government did take corrective measures to curb quick sub-sale speculators.  Or perhaps it was uncontrollable external forces like the currency crisis.  Whatever the reasons, the sky started darkening, and the slide didn’t stop.  The SilkAir crash of 1997 and the Singapore Airlines disaster of 2000 further jolted us out of our complacency.  September 11, the Iraq War and SARS didn’t help.  White-collared professionals like me were not spared, and we began howling.

So here we are today, quarrelling about how many jobs exactly went to foreigners, and wondering if that sacred cow, the CPF, is going to be slaughtered and what it will mean for housing loans and retirement plans.  The dismal position Singapore is in hit home for me when I was in London in June, during the tail-end of the Sars crisis.  It used to be that whenever I was overseas and said I was form Singapore, people wold inevitably say: very green.  Very clean.  Very rich.  Nice airport.  Good airline.  Tis time, I got only sympathy.  Singapore?  Oh dear.  Sars.  Is it safe?  How badly hit is Singapore Airlines?  Heard your economy is in bad shape.  What are the chances it will recover?   It was a humbling experience.

So is there a future in Singapore?  Or for Singaore?  I suppose this is something Mr Goh Chok Tong will address in his National Day rally speech tonight.  I asked some friends this question and their answer was a qualified ‘yes’.  Singapore will recover but it will never be as rich as it was in the 1990s, said one.  Another said the Government must bring down what he saw as artificially inflated cost of living, like housing and cars.  It must also have more trust in the talent of its own people.  A third said Singapore must find its niche, though he had no idea what it could be.  My answer echoes theirs.

To be honest, it has occurred to me that perhaps I should invest in a second home, maybe in Perth where I have relatives, or in the United States where my sister is.  Just in case.  Who knows.  But, no, Singapore is home and I don’t want to leave it.  For, ultimately, whether or not the country survives and thrives again is up to its people.  There is so much you can do about economics, so much you can tweak.  In the end, what will see us through this current state is a can-do spirit, vague and idealistic though this might sound.  But there must be confidence that things will get better.  There must be gumption and guts to ride out the bad times, and the derring-do to try again.  If we have these, then, yes, Singapore can rise again – either at home, where you and I live and work, or away from home, like my colleague in Ho Chi Minh City.
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	QUESTION 1: 1 mark

	

	Question 1

why the author was surprised

	1 mark

She was surprised as at a time when jobs were scarce and people were clinging on to theirs, her colleague had resigned.
	K

	
	
	

	
	QUESTION 2: 3 marks (1 + 2)

	

	Question 2a

what ‘battered’ is saying about the state of the economy
	1 mark

in a bad state/in big trouble/experiencing great difficulty

Do not accept ‘badly hit’ or economy with few jobs available – leading answer/ does not really answer question.

	A

	
	
	

	Question 2b
what the writer admires

	2 marks

Answer inferred from ‘comfort zone’ and ‘try their luck and make their fortune’

i.  leave familiar surroundings (comfort zone)
ii. risk failure and losing money (trying their luck and making their fortune)
	A

	
	
	

	
	QUESTION 3:  2 marks

	

	Question 3
why Singaporeans are fearful of losing their jobs..etc
	1 mark

Answer inferred from the line ‘1990 when the economy was at its peak and nothing could go wrong’
Singapore is no longer at its peak economically  / not doing well (1m)

People are no longer confident of taking risks  / they do not feel secure about prospects in Singapore (1m)
Accept either answer
	A

	
	
	

	
	QUESTION 4:  3 marks  (1 + 2)
	

	Question 4a
explain the phrase ‘once-upon-a-time happy era’
	1 mark

sad / happy days / 

are gone forever / history /wistful / nostalgia
	L

	
	
	

	Question 4b
indication that Singaporeans were ‘welcome visitors’
	2 marks
they were feted everywhere / stayed at top hotels (1m)

people wanted to sign business agreements and form alliances with them (1m)

	K

	
	
	

	
	QUESTION 5: 1 mark

	

	Question 5
what events gave Singaporeans confidence
	1 mark
beaten the communists and communalists

had industrialized and was doing well

either answer is accepted
	K

	
	
	

	
	QUESTION 6: 4 marks (2 + 2)


	

	Question 6a

quote a sentence to show writer not sure what brought on economic problems
	2 marks

phrase – ‘Whatever the reasons (1m), the sky started darkening, and the slide didn’t stop (1m).

	K

	
	
	

	Question 6b

reasons to suggest companies do not want to invest in Singapore
	2 marks

Answer inferred from 

i.  “..no longer needed our middleman ‘value-add’ approach.”

ii. “…how property prices were allowed to spiral..”

Investors did not require Singapore to act as the as a ‘mediator’ in business as it would be cheaper to go directly to the source(1m)

and there were cheaper land or resource alternatives elsewhere (1m)
	A

	
	QUESTION 7: 3  marks  (1 + 2)

	

	Question 7a
explain ‘The dismal position Singapore is in hit home ….June’
	1 mark
finally realized (hit home) the sad / unpleasant situation (dismal position) of Singapore when she was in London.


	L

	
	
	

	Question 7b
explain why it was a ‘humbling experience

	2 marks

Answer inferred from ‘…people would inevitably say:  Very green.  Very clean.  Very rich.  Nice airport.  Good airline.  This time, I received only sympathy’.
once she was highly envied for being from Singapore, a place where everything was good (1m)

but now she was regarded with pity as Singapore is experiencing economic troubles (1m)

	A

	
	
	

	
	QUESTION 8:  2 marks  

	

	Question 8
explain what Singapore can do to recover 
	2 marks
The Government must reduce the high cost of living (1m)

Trust the talent of its own people (1m)

Singapore must find its niche (1m)
	K

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	QUESTION 9: 2 marks (1 + 1)


	

	Question 9a

suggest what is meant by ‘invest in a second home’


	1 mark

thinking of emigrating 

(do not accept leaving or going abroad)


	A

	Question 9b

explain why ‘can-do’ spirit is idealistic
	1 mark

Answer inferred from “..there is so much you can do about economics, so much you can tweak.”

The writer feels that Singaporeans must fully believe that success can be achieved again and they must also have the confidence that Singapore can ‘rise again’..
	A
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	From the whole passage


	L

	
	
	


	
	
	1 mark
	0 mark

	a
b

c

d

e
	epitomized  
glean

escalating

niche 

gumption  
	best exemplified 
learn 
rising / increasing / soaring /
going up 
area of specialty / forte
determination / ability to do 
what is necessary / perseverance 
/ courage / nerve
	example

knowledge / get / obtain

growing / swelling
good / place / position / function
confidence / guts / bravery


Question 13:  25 MARKS (15 + 10)

MARK TO A MAXIMUM OF 15 OUT OF 20 FOR POINTS.  AWARD A MAXIMUM OF 10 MARKS FOR STYLE.

Points to be rewarded and their marks are indicated on the next page.

1. Introductory Words

· No penalty for omission; no penalty for any errors made in them or for incompleteness, but take into account any punctuation or grammatical error immediately following them when assessing Style.

2. Length
· Draw a double line where the introductory words end, or should end.

· Count to 150 the number of words used by the candidate after the double line and write down this number at the bottom left of the candidate’s answer.

· DO NOT use the candidate’s word-total without checking it.

· Stop at 150 and cross out excess words.

3. Marking Technique

· Indicate by numbered tick the point rewarded. E.g.    (3

· Assign the mark-scheme number to points rewarded on all scripts.

· Assess qualities of Style separately.  Add the Style Mark to the Content Mark and show as a ringed total in the right hand margin.

· For answers shorter than 150 words apply the following maxima for Style mark:

                 0-25 (0);  26-50 (2);  51-75 (4); 76 – 100 (6);  101-125 (8)

· If the candidate uses note form throughout the answer, give 0 for the Style mark but allow the points where they are clearly made.

4. Sequence errors

· In general, only withhold the mark for a point if it wildly out of sequence or totally unsupported.  Do not penalize the point that then follows.

EACH POINT SCORES 1 MARK
Singapore’s economic success was best seen in the numerous trips….
	Points as in Text
	(Suggested Answer) In Own Words

	Economic Success and regionalization

1. made by various political leaders, government officials and top business chiefs
2. travelled to many places in the region
3. entourage was big

4. stayed  at top hotels and were feted everywhere

5. sought for advice, signed memoranda of understanding and forged business alliances/ build hotels, apartments and business parks

6. well sought after for its experience and expertise

7. property prices increased greatly making many millionaires

8. information technology companies generated great wealth

Economic problems

9.    companies and individuals lost money in business ventures

10. property prices spiraled out of control, currency crisis,

11. internal factors: Silk air crash, Singapore Airlines disaster

12. external factors: Sept 11, Iraq War, SARS

Impacts on the people

13. concerned about loss of employment and

14. the number of jobs taken up by foreigners

15. worried about housing loans and retirement plans

16. believed Singapore will recover but will not be as rich as before

17. government must act to reduce cost of living

18. must have more trust in talents of Singaporeans

19. must find its niche to survive

20.  emigration on the mind of some people
	carried out by political leaders, top officials and business men

they journeyed to parts of Asia

in large groups

putting up at fancy hotels and were chauffeured around.

They gave opinions and signed business agreements forming ties.

Respect for their knowledge and proficiency 
boosted the property market and many profited from this.

As a result, companies did very well.
However, when economic problems set in, 

businesses failed and 

property prices fell. 

Spiraled by internal and external reasons, this ultimately caused the country’s economic downturn
which triggered unemployment

partly due to jobs lost to expatriates

The unemployed were concerned about bank loans and expenses

and there were doubts about Singapore’s ability to recover

To do so, many believed that the government had to decrease cost of living as well as believe in Singaporeans’ talents

It must find its forte in order to carry on

Otherwise, many would leave for better opportunities elsewhere

(150 words)


End of Paper
