

Read the following passage carefully before you attempt any questions.

Answer all the questions. You are recommended to answer them in the order set. 

Mistakes in spelling, punctuation and grammar may be penalised in any part of the Paper. 
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	Snuff is tobacco which has been ground into powder form and flavoured with various aromatic substances. It is ingested by taking a sniff from a pinch held between the fingers. In the case of snuff bottles, the snuff is placed either on an ivory spoon attached to the stopper of the bottle, or upon a miniature dish. 

The tobacco plant itself is native to the American continent and had been both smoked and sniffed by the local inhabitants for centuries before it was discovered by European explorers in the mid-sixteenth century. These explorers and traders, particularly the Portuguese and the Spaniards, spread the cultivation of the tobacco plant around the world. It was introduced by the Spaniards into the Philippines (then known as Luzon) during the last quarter of the sixteenth century. It is likely to have spread from both the Philippines and Japan, via Korea, to China. The customs tariff of the Chinese emperor, Kangxi, for 1687 listed among its entries “Japanese tobacco”, showing that at that time the leaf was still imported from Japan, and Wang Hao, writing in 1703 after receiving a gift of snuff from the Emperor, stated that it came from leaf grown on the island of Nagasaki. Another courtier, Wang Shizhen, writing in 1705, stated: “The country of Luzon produces a leaf for smoking called tanabaku (tobacco) which is also known as “the gold-threaded fragrant leaf”. When it arrives at the capital it is made into snuff”. 

It is not certain when snuff was first used in China. Tobacco was clearly smoked in leaf form from early in the seventeenth century, because the habit had become sufficiently obnoxious by 1639 for the Ming emperor, Chongzhen, to issue decrees banning the habit, followed by further decrees in the following three years. It is unlikely that these decrees were any more successful than the modern attempts to ban smoking; the habit of snuffing, although perhaps given an impetus by such a ban, had probably arisen simultaneously to it. 

Snuff-taking probably began in Northern China amongst the Ruchen Tartars (the Manchus), who had established themselves in 1636 and overthrew the fading Ming dynasty in 1644. This new dynasty called itself the Qing; its first emperor was Shunzhi, who reigned from 1644 to 1661. 

The strongest evidence for snuff-taking at this time resides in the existence of a group of bronze snuff bottles inscribed with the reign name of the Shunzhi Emperor, together with cyclical dates ranging from the Western equivalents 1644 to 1653. Whilst the authenticity of this group has been questioned a careful analysis of both its style and the logic behind its manufacture, has satisfied most leading authorities that these snuff bottles are quite genuine. 

Snuff appears to have been regarded as medicinal, which might account for its increasing popularity at this time. Wang Shizhen, continuing in the passage quoted above, goes on to say that ‘it can clear the eyes and, what is more, it has the property of banishing infection’. The renowned Chinese novel The Dream of the Red Chamber, by Cao Sueqin, makes mention of one of the characters taking snuff for a fever and headache in Chapter 52 of the 1760 version. The main reason, however, that the habit of snuff-taking became so popular towards the end of the seventeenth century was that it became an imperial habit. 

At this time, one of China’s greatest emperors, Kanxi (r. 1662-1722), was on the throne. He had ascended the throne as a child, but by the 1680s he had firmly established both his own rule and that of the dynasty over a large part of China. He placed the economy on a prosperous footing, initiating an artistic renaissance. There are numerous references to his liking for snuff. 

In 1684, the Emperor, during the course of one of his great southern tours, visited Nanjing, and the Jesuit priest Ferdinand Verbiest records in his Authentic Records of the Kangxi Era that the Emperor, on being presented with various gifts by two other priests, issued the following decree: “We have received your gifts. However these items are rare nowadays even in your own country. We bestow you these items with the exception of snuff, the acceptance of which meets our approval”.

When Gao Shiqi retired from office in 1703, the Emperor gave one of his own snuff bottles as a retirement gift. Another courtier, Wang Hao, was given a glass bottle by the Emperor after having escorted him on a northern progress in the same year. 

Kangxi was a devoted patron of the arts and some time after 1680 he established within the confines of the imperial palace in Beijing a series of ateliers for the manufacture of small objects of the highest quality for court use. Prominent amongst these were snuff bottles, particularly those of glass, made in the imperial glassworks, established in 1696, and those enamelled on either a copper or a glass body. Many of these latter pieces bear imperial marks, which establish them as items in which the Emperor took a direct personal interest. 

Gifts including that of snuff continued to be made to the succeeding emperors. In 1725, Pope Benedict XIII presented snuff to the Yongzheng Emperor (r.1723-1735), and in 1727 the ambassador from the King of Portugal also included snuff amongst his offerings. In 1739 the King of Portugal once again presented a gift of snuff to the new emperor, Qianlong (r.1736-1795). In turn, the emperors bestowed gifts of snuff and snuff bottles upon favoured courtiers and neighbouring sovereigns, thus entrenching more firmly than ever the taking of snuff as an imperial habit. 

Once the snuff was taken by the emperors, it was of course indulged in by those within court circles. George Leonard Staunton, a member of the Macartney embassy to China in 1793-4, wrote: “Tobacco is taken in powder likewise by the Chinese. A Mandarine is seldom without a small ornamental phial to hold his snuff, of which he occasionally pours a quantity, equal to a pinch, upon the back of his left hand, between the thumb and index, which approaching to his nose he snuffs up several times a day”.

Snuff-taking thus appears to have remained largely a northern and imperial pastime during the eighteenth century with the numerous references to it coming mainly from those who had contact with the court. This conclusion is reinforced by the references made by others who had little or no contact with court circles, but who were involved with the Chinese in a more mundane manner, such as trading from the southern ports, and who refer to tobacco for smoking but not for snuff.

From Chinese Snuff Bottles by Robert Kleiner
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From paragraph 1:
	1
	What is the difference between ‘snuff’ and ‘tobacco’?
	[1]


From paragraph 2:

	2
	(a)
	What did the “European explorers in the mid-sixteenth century” do?
	[1]

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	What evidences are there that snuff was spread to China from Philippines and Japan?
	[2]


From paragraph 3:

	3
	(a)
	State in your own words the reasons the author gives for dating snuff smoking in China from the early seventeenth century. 
	[2]

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Make a suggestion on why the ban on tobacco smoking in 1639 and “modern attempts to ban smoking” were both unsuccessful?
	[2]


From paragraph 5:
	4
	Which phrase indicates that there have been doubts about snuff-taking taking place during the Qing dynasty?
	[1]


From paragraph 6:
	5
	What does the phrase “imperial habit” tell us?
	[1]


From paragraph 8:

	6
	Explain in your own words what suggests that Emperor Kangxi had a “liking for snuff”. 
	[2]


From paragraph 9:

	7
	What can we deduce about the status of snuff in view of the fact that it was used as gifts by the emperors?
	[2]


From paragraph 10:

	8
	How do we know that the Emperor took a “personal interest” in the making of snuff bottles?
	[2]


From paragraph 11:
	9
	(a)
	Which word suggests that snuff was inhaled by more than one emperor from China?
	[1]

	
	
	
	

	
	(b)
	Give a reason to explain how taking of snuff became established as an imperial habit?
	[1]


From paragraph 12:
	10
	What does “a small ornamental phial” refer to?
	[1]


From paragraph 13:
	11
	Who do you think were the people who had “little or no contact with court circles”?
	[1]


From the passage as a whole:
	12
	For each of the following words, give one word or short phrase (of not more than seven words) which has the same meaning that the word has in the passage.
	

	
	
	

	
	(a)
	ingested (line 2)
	

	
	(b)
	native (line 5)
	

	
	(c)
	impetus (line 26)
	

	
	(d)
	renaissance (line 49)
	

	
	(e)
	mundane (line 87)
	[5]


	13
	The passage gives a brief history of snuff-taking in China.
Using your own words as far as possible, summarise how snuff began to be used in China and how the emperors promoted its use. 
USE THE MATERIAL FROM LINE 5 TO LINE 81.
Your summary, which must be in continuous writing (not note form), must not be more than 150 words (not counting the words given to help you to begin).
Begin your summary as follows:

Snuff was first introduced to China …
	[25]


END OF PAPER
4

