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Counting My Fingers

     My father is a black American soldier in the World War II.  My father says that the only American church is the white protestant church. My Daddy and Mommy and me go to church every Sunday morning.  But, the white kids don’t like the black girl.
  So, here I am, sitting on the corner of a classroom and counting my fingers every Sunday morning.
  The year is the nineteen-fifty-and-so.  I have these ten things to share with you with my ten fingers:

     The First Thing is an article titled, “A Century of Common Man”, by Henry Wallace.  The time when Henry Wallace writes this article it was shortly before the World Ward II.  Henry Wallace thought that, “the Americans had more human rights today [on May 8, 1942] then forty or fifty years ago because more people can read and write today…” He also thought that the New Deal is a positive force to promote the equal rights among the American people.  He believed all men, all people, and all races, and all nations are all equal.  He thought that the Americans should help people of other countries to have these rights by the using of a strong military power of U.S. government.
 My father is like Henry Wallace.  My father is a soldier of free right, and he fights for the equality of black and white in my church by bring me to the white church every Sunday morning.

     The Second Thing is an article titled, “Looking to the Light of Freedom” by Christ Crass.  According to the author of the article, “Looking To the Light of Freedom”, the freedom by the black community is the same freedom of a progressive society.  Crass talked about the feminist in the ‘50s among the black families, which was that a black woman had more economic power at home than before.  The black women, by in large of number after the New Deal programs, they believed that woman and man have the equal right in a family.  Crass drew a logical into the social activists of black community in the ‘50s and 60s; Christ Crass thought that it was the black women who gave the light of freedom, for the civil right movement.  The definition of the equal right of freedom by a black woman meant an equal share and an equal responsibility to the community.  A black woman directed the light of freedom to the rights of equal share in a community; and I think, it’s a created progressive society.
  My mom says that the world is changing, and she says that the members of white church shall share their wealth with the black kids.  I think the author of the article “Looking to the Light of Freedom”, Chris Crass is talking about my Mom.

     The Third Thing is Rosie Riveter.  Rosie Riveter is a white lady.  During the wartime, the advertising used Rosie Riveters to encourage American women to joining the war industry.
  Located in San Francisco Bay, the Richmond Shipyard provided the workers, housing, fire station, and day childcare centers for the woman workers.  My mom was proud of her unskillful job in the shipyard during the wartime.  My mom’s wage was pretty low in comparing with the white woman workers in the shipyard.  My mom says, “Rosie Riveter worked in the shipyard during the wartime, and I did, too.”

     The Forth Thing is an article written by Philip Wylie, in his book, Generation of Vipers, “Chapter 9, Common Women”, published in 1955.  Wylie said that the Common Mom is a created American woman by the postwar Cold War Culture of America.  In regarding to the 1950s’ middle-class white woman, Philip Wylie said that, She is the yesterday’s Cinderella and today’s Common Mom of Momism philosophy.  She has a golden hair and a white skin, and she always vacuums the floors with a pair of high hill shoes.  The women of African-Americans in Los Angeles wanted to be the common moms, too.

     The Fifth Thing is my introduction to Rosa Parks:  Rosa Parks was a Montgomery Bus Boycott free rider.  Rosa Parks, an officer of NWACP, she was tired after work.  Rosa Parks sat in the front seat, which were prepared for the white people to sit in.  The other three black people sat with Rose Parks left the front seats after been warmed.  But Rosa Parks refused to leave the front seat and continued to sit over there.  The black bus driver called the policemen and Rosa Parks was caught.  But the free right riders increased regardless the arresting of their NWACP leader, Rosa Parks.

     The Sixth Thing is a biography of Septima Clark, written by Rose Parks.  Septima Calrk is a free right fighter.  She often remembers her grandfather’s ideology of anti-slave in her teaching.  Septima Clark was a widow, a Christian, and a teacher of Highlander Folk School in 1954.  Septima Clark had counseled to more than 200 black students in the Highlander Folk School.  For many black students, for the first time they felt that their African-American identities had been respected after counseling.
  Her teaching to the equal rights and her encouraging the black race to the struggle for the human rights in American Society is popular by the black community.  The black free right fighters honored her as a hero.

     I have another free right fighter like Rose Parks and Septima Clark in the contemporary time period, and her name is Jo Ann Gibson Robinson.   The following article is a biography of Jo Ann Gibson Robinson by Mary Fair Burks:

As president in the early 1950s of the Women's Political Council (WPC) of Montgomery, Alabama, Jo Ann Robinson was one of several crucial initiators of the Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955-56. Robinson was an influential and leading figure both during the two years of Black civic activism leading up to the boycott and as a major player in the significant events that transformed the arrest of Rosa Parks into a communitywide protest movement. 

Jo Ann Gibson was born near Culloden, Georgia, on April 17, 1912, the youngest of twelve children. Educated in the segregated public schools of Macon and then at Fort Valley State College, she became a public school teacher in Macon, where she was briefly married to Wilbur Robinson. After their one child died in infancy, Robinson left Macon after five years of teaching and went to Atlanta, where she earned an M.A. in English at Atlanta University. In the fall of 1949, after teaching one year at Mary Allen College in Crockett, Texas, Robinson accepted a position at Alabama State College. She was a professor of English at Alabama State throughout the boycott. 

In Montgomery she joined both the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church and the WPC, which had been founded three years earlier by another Alabama State English professor, Mary Fair Burks. At Christmastime in 1949, Robinson endured a deeply humiliating experience at the hands of an abusive and racist Montgomery City Lines bus driver, and she resolved then and there that the WPC would target racial seating practices on Montgomery buses. Many other Black citizens had similar experiences, and for the next several years the WPC repeatedly asked city authorities to improve racial seating practices and address the conduct of abusive bus drivers. In May 1954, more than eighteen months before the arrest of Rosa Parks but just several days after news of the U.S. Supreme Court's Brown v. Board of Education decision began to sweep the country, Robinson wrote to Montgomery's mayor as WPC president, gently threatening a Black boycott

of city buses if abuses were not curtailed. 

Following Rosa Parks's arrest in December 1955, Robinson played a central role in beginning the protest by immediately producing the leaflets that spread word of the hoped-for boycott among the Black citizens of Montgomery. She became one of the most active board members of the Montgomery Improvement Association, the new Black community group created to lead the boycott, but she remained out of the limelight in order to protect her teaching position at Alabama State as well as those of her colleagues. In 1960, Robinson left Alabama State (and Montgomery), as did other activist faculty members. 

After teaching one year at Grambling College in Grambling, Louisiana, Robinson moved to Los Angeles, where she taught English in the public schools until her retirement in 1976 and where she was active in a number of women's community groups. Robinson's health suffered a serious decline just as her memoir, The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It, was published in 1987. She was honored by a 1989 publication prize given by the Southern Association for Women Historians, but was unable to accept the award in person.

     The Seventh Thing is a novel, a film, which also will be a TV soap opera show.  The name of the novel is called, Deyton Place, and the author is Grace Metalious.  Deyton Place is a story full of violence and sex.  The story is taken place in a small town in England.

     “Deyton Place” also is a TV soap opera played in the evening from 1964 to 1969.  It is the only evening TV series show at that time.  “Deyton Place” opera starts as a black and white color.  After 1965, along with the colored TVs, the “Deyton Place” soap opera presents the colored films to its audiences, too.  Undeniable, the “Deyton Place” soap opera has a great influence to the free thoughts of American adults between the years of 1964 to 1969.

     Before the book was published, Grace Metalious visited several different publishers, and her book was denied.  Some publishers said that it was a dirty book and would not publish it.  Finally, Grace Metalious found a woman publisher and would publish the book.  Hundreds of copy was sold in the first few days when it was released in the year of 1956.

     It is one of the best-sold books in America in the late 1950s.  Grace Metalious will become a heavy drinker and will die in February 1964.

     The Eighth Thing is a coming-news, which will be shown on the TVs, the TV says:

The Viet Cong Program of 1962 is similar to the US grass roots up political since after the Second War.  In the program, Viet Cong’s purposes for revolution are:

“First, the making a coalition government for liberality and democracy.

Second, an abolish of slavery for progressive.

Third, a fighting against American economic monopoly.

Forth, a land reform.

Fifth, an establish of equality for men and women.

Sixth, the necessity of military power.

Seventh, a defending for world peace.

These ideas are similar to an U.N. charter, “The Struggle for Human Right”, written by Eleanor Roosevelt, on September 28th, 1948.  In the charter, Eleanor Roosevelt wanted to secure the right of freedom and democracy, and the equality for all nations, all races, and all women and men, the TV says.

     The only conflict we find in these two documents is that the Viet Cong program wants to fight against the U.S. economic monopoly, the TV says.

     The reason of Kennedy’s involvement in Vietnam is for an economic reason.  And it’s not true that an economic conflict cannot be solved except by the military power…
, says the TV.”

     The volume of voice from the TVs will be low and the audience will not be able to hear from the news.

     The Ninth Thing is an article, “An Invisible Land”, written by Michael Harrington.  In Western Virginia by the year of 2000, the residents in Western Virginia will be the children and the elders only.  The author Michael Harrington defines the Invisible Land is those invisible American poor.  He points out that the progressives up-down the poor.  For those children, who grow up in Western Virginia, they will continue to receive welfare after they graduate from high schools.  According to Michael Harrington, these poor who lives in the Western Virginia are the created poor by the American welfare system.
 Michael Harrington is talking about my relatives who are till living in the South, doing faming for survival.

     The Tenth Thing, this is my last thing, which also is my conclusion.  A coming teacher of my grant daughter in CSUSB in the winter of 2005 will be teaching my daughter how to tutor the black children.  If there is a child book, titled, Growing Up with Dick and Jane, written by Karol Kismaric and Marvin Heiferman, and the book says, “The white dogs are beautiful, and the black dogs are ugly’, and the black girl in the child book says, also, ‘the black dogs are ugly’”, the coming teacher of CSUSB, whose name is Alexandria LaFaye, she will be arguing with the students and she will be arguing with the child readers that the black dogs are beautiful, too.  “ ‘The white dogs are beautiful, and the black dogs are ugly’?  You gays just sock”, the teacher says.  And the students will answer, “Honey, you lost the kits”.
  And, there will be laughter and jokes, hypothesis, creative writings, fiction and novels, in the classroom in the future.

     Now, as a little black girl, I am sitting on the corner in my classroom and waiting for my kids' culture to come true.
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This could be a result of the Californian law in the 1948, which law said, 


The states’ supreme court allowed a black man and a white woman to get marry.  The court went one step further.  It declared California’s antimiscengenation law unconstitutional.  The four judges who ruled against the law cited the arbitrary nature of racial classifications.  They added that prohibiting certain Americans from marrying certain other Americans ran counter to the nation’s principles of equality.  In this landmark case, the California court had finally called into question racist laws that had been in place since Reconstruction or earlier.  In this sense, the California decision was revolutionary.  It would not prove enough, however, to divert the bitter battle over civil rights then emerging in the United States.





� Baker, Ella.  “Ella Baker and the Original of  ‘Participatory Democracy’”.


The call for direct action was one of  [Ella] Baker's main strategies for creating meaningful social change. She argued that it is the people themselves who create change; that not only does direct action challenge injustice in society, but that ultimately individuals confront the oppression in their own heads and begin the process of self-transformation and self-actualization.
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Crass said in the first two paragraph:


"When thinking about organizing, about the possibilities for movement building, about the potential of challenging injustice and  fundamentally altering the relationships of power in this society --  my mind turns to the Civil Rights movement of the 1950's and 60's.  More specifically, my attention focuses in on Ella Baker and the Student Non-Violent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) who initiated some of the most exciting work that I've ever come across. Today, when I read and hear so many debates, dialogues, and discussions about movement building and "Where do we go from here?", I again look to the insights and inspiration of Ms. Baker and SNCC.





The Black liberation struggle and movements for Civil Rights have shaped the history of the United States. From slave revolts to Ida B.  Wells international anti-lynching campaign, to the 50,000 women in the  National Association of Colored Women at the beginning of the century,  to the struggle today against the prison industrial complex:, these legacies of resistance are at the heart of liberation struggles in this country. For white organizers, it is key to study these legacies from the understanding that when people of color oppose racism they are also re-affirming their humanity. In a social order built on white supremacy, people of color organizing for justice and dignity challenges the very foundation of this society. This is why struggles against racism have repeatedly been catalysts for revolutionary social change. The challenge for me, as a white organizer, is to apply the insights and inspiration from these legacies to the work that I'm currently engaged in. The mass actions against global capitalism [a created progressive society] in the last two years have heavily influenced the local work that I'm involved."
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"The associated story of the cooperation of government, private industry, and the unions to mobilize the work force, and the creation of innovative plants and production methods designed to rapidly supply the war effort, is also a significant story in the history of our country. 





Something extraordinary happened in Richmond, California 60 years ago. As World War II approached, Richmond was a sleepy town of some 20,000 residents. Beginning in early 1941, however, Richmond underwent a radical and wrenching transformation. Access to the deep water of the Bay and miles of previously undeveloped shoreline made Richmond the location of choice for a wartime industrial complex dominated by the largest and most productive shipyards in the entire world. Population boomed to over 100,000 to support the war effort with work never stopping-three shifts a day, seven days a week. Hayfields were rapidly converted to the largest public housing project ever constructed in the United States. With millions of men in uniform and out of the workforce for the duration, tens of thousands of women were recruited to do what had been previously considered "men's work." They soon became collectively known as "Rosie the Riveter." A network of schools and childcare centers was thrown up overnight to care for and educate the children of these working women."


� Lecture from HIS 345 by Joyce Hansan.


� J. Douglas, Allen-Taylor,  "Septima Clear: Teacher To A Movement" http://www.safero.org/articles/septima.html viewed in March 2005


�Mary Fair, Burks. "Trailblazers: Women in the Montgomery Bus Boycott." In Women in the Civil Rights Movement, ed. Vicki L. Crawford et al. (1990); Garrow, David J., ed. The Montgomery Bus Boycott and the Women Who Started It: The Memoir of Jo Ann Gibson Robinson (1987), and The Walking City (1989).


� Grace Metalious, Peyton Place,  � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peyton_Place_%28novel%29" ��http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peyton_Place_%28novel%29�  date viewed in March 2005


� “Viet Cong Program of 1962”, from Viet Cong by Douglas Pike (Cambridge, Massachusetts: 1966)


� Michael Harrington, “The Invisible Land”, from HIS 395 US Economy, Spring 2004, CSUSB, ed. by Brett Flehinger.


� Kathleen McDonald, in the conclusion of her book, Honey, We Lost the Kids! McDonald said that the coming future is a created society by the adverting and TVs, and she thinks that the American parents can do nothing for help to educate their kids.


� Kathleen McDonald, in her book Kid’s Culture: Children, Adults, and Popular Culture, “Chapter 3, Separate But Equal”, McDonald used the moral reasoning between girls and boys to say that the girls are playing their own dolls, therefore, the girls are isolated from the reality.  As to the black little girl, she thinks she is separated but she has the equal rights to the rest of the kids in the church.





