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A Pregnant Woman without a Husband
     In a lecture by Dr. Yeoshion, Yeoshino defined the American women of 1910s were the Pregnant Women without Husbands.  Then he used his body language by twisting his eyes and his nose together and said, Nay, Nay, Nay.  His point was that the birth controls were made for the sexual desires of unmarried woman.

     My professor Dr. Yeoshino had over emphasized the role of woman in her sexual life.  He thought that a good woman spends her whole life with her husband and her kids.  A beautiful woman in his definition was a weak and dependent one.  He criticized his former wife was a disobedient and disloyalty one to her husband.  His viewpoint is very contradicted to the Modern American Culture.  For most of us who lived in the 21st century America, women want to be healthier and to be independent from their husbands.

     A careful analysis on the women’s history of Progressive Era, one may find the original purpose of birth control was made for the married women, and not for the single working-women.

     Dir. Yeoshino’s viewpoint was very persuasive to his students.  Dr. Yeoshino was an instructor of “The US Military History” and an instructor of the class, “The US Since 1865”, in the Riverside Community College in the years of 1990s.  He based on his knowledge about the American women of late 20th century to say that the birth controls were made for the single ladies in the early 20th century, who worked independently from their families and didn’t want to have children. As a freshman, I was persuaded by the professor’s viewpoint.

     In the 1990s, I was yet a part-time student in the community colleges.  I had a time walked out of my car and heard the students talk about the AIDs at 8 o’clock in the morning.  At first, I was very surprised that the American college students were thinking about sex as their first topic on the parking lot on the campus of community college.  Later, I had used to hear the students talk about sex, intercourses, and abortions, all the time in the American colleges and the universities.  I was not surprise to learn that the professor of American History said, the use of birth controls was made to avoid the situation of being a pregnant woman and without a husband. For the next seven or eight years, I avoid myself to think about the U.S. histories.  I thought the U.S. culture was nasty and unholy.  But, this is not true.  According to the U.S. histories, the American women worked outside of their homes were few by the time of World War I.  Without the studying of the women’s history in the Progressive Era, the purposes of using birth controls would be very confusing.

     Now, I think, Dr. Yeoshino is very wrong.  The original purpose for the use of birth control is to improve the quality of family life in the Progressive Era, based on the two following articles that I have chosen:

     The first article is from a book, The Human Tradition in the Gilded Age and Progressive Era.  And, the title of the article is “Carroll D. Wright, L’Abbe’ Jean-Baptist Primeaue, and French-Canadian Families”, written by John F. McClymer.  The story is talking about the factory labor workers in Massachusetts in the 1890s.  The author, John McClymer said that the managers sent the commissioners to the families of their factory workers.  Often, the commissioners visited the families and quested about the workers’ daily lives, about the workers’ income, and about the children’s education of their workers.  In the article, there were reports from the commissioners.  According to the observation by the commissioners, the author said: in general, the French families had five children for each family in average.  The sinks in the kitchens were always filled with dirty waters, for the commissioners reported that the mothers of French Family were always busy when the commissioners arrived, and it was impossible to clean up the dirty waters in the sinks because of that, too many children kept using the places.

     Then the commissioners turned their cameras and focused on the families of white Anglo-Saxon labor workers.  The author John McCleymer summarized the reports and wrote, the families of American white labor workers had two children for each family in average.  The houses were clean and were decorated with nice furniture.  The families of this grout (the Protestants) seemed to be wealthier than the French families (the Baptists).  And, from the description, the kitchens were clean, and no dirty waters in the sinks.  The apartments were quiet.  The children of this group of family did better in the schools.

     According to the first article of my research, the reason of birth control in the 1890s in Massachusetts was to improve the quality of family life that the families might be wealthier and happier.  For those women who used the birth controls during this time period, they often already had their children, and they were married and had husbands lived with them.  They were not the pregnant women without the husbands.

     Another article is from Margaret Sanger, which also proves that the birth controls improve the quality of family life.  The article titled, “Margaret Sanger Takes Up the Fight for Birth Control”, said:

Mrs. Sacks was only twenty-eight years old; here husband, and unskilled worker, thirty-two.  Three children, aged five, three and one, were none too strong nor sturdy, and it took all the carnings of the father and the ingenuity of the mother to keep them clean, provide them with [f]air and proper food, and give them a chance to grow into decent manhood and womanhood.

Margaret Sanger in the article, she wrote, “Mrs. Sacks is worried about having another baby”.  Mrs. Sacks paid five dollars to a doctor and had an unfortunate abortion.  The child died in the womb and the woman died in her abortion, too.  The lost of that family was not just the five dollars, but the lost was a human adulthood, who she as a mother, a wife, and a woman.  In this judgment, Margaret Sanger wanted to go for the birth controls by using the condoms.  Her purpose, as she wrote in the article, was to save the lives.  From her descriptions, the birth controls were made for the woman who was worried about having another baby.  And, often, she already had her children and married and had her husband lived with her.

     The use of birth controls in the Progressive Era was for good and not for evil.  Alice Stone Blackwell in her article, “Twelve Reason Why Women Want  To Vote”, she thought the women’s voting would have improved the American cultures, and she embraced her ideas with the words from the Holy Scriptures:  Her principle of number eleven and number twelve in her article said:

11. Because it is a maxim in war, “Always do the thing to which your enemy particularly objects.”  The Brewers’ Convention at Chicago passed this resolution by a unanimous vote: ‘Resolved, That we are opposed to woman suffrage everywhere and always; for when woman has the ballot, she will vote solid for prohibition; and woman’s vote is the last hope of the prohibitionists.’  You may persuade a church member that the majority of mothers would vote for [dram shops]; but you will never make the liquor interest believe it.  ‘The children of darkness are wiser in their generation than the children of light’.

12. Because we are more and more coming to realize the truth of Frances Willard’s emphatic assertion, ‘The Ten Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount are voted up or voted down upon election day.”  When such interests are trembling in the balance, every woman ought to wish to cast a vote into the scale that represents purity, sobriety, and honor.

The topic was on the prohibition, an action that the women wanted their husbands to live in the holy and religious lives.  Women might be poor politicians.  But, from the quote, one can see, the original purposes for women to vote was to improve the quality of family lives that the women might have their husbands, and the children might have their fathers live with them.  The purpose of women’s rights was for good and not for evil, according to Alice Stone Blackwell.

     Without a looking back at the U.S. history, many American women would have been confused the reasons of why the American women use the birth controls today.  As I can tell, the Americans often call themselves a multi-culture society, but the open sexual culture of the late 20th century in the United States is a newly created culture based without the roots from the Chinese customs, or from the India societies, or from the Jewish cultures, or from the Egyptian histories, or from the traditional societies of white Anglo-Saxon Protestant.  Above all the Open Sex Society in the late 20th century in the United States is different from the society of Progressive Women in the early 20th century.  The image of sexual unholy-ness, which I heard from the students’ conversations seven or eight years ago, is doubled or tripled its nasty throughout the media (TVs, computers, and the evangelic churches which I participated).  I think, I have my reasons, why Dr. Yeoshino’s assertion is so persuasive and believable to his students.  I think.  Dr. Yeoshino had failed to see the truth that the history of the late 20th century is a newly created history by Martin Luther King Jr., and the new history is disconnected with the history of Progressive Era.  A lacking the knowledge of the U.S. history in the Progressive Era is the chief cause to make the assertion of “a pregnant woman without a husband” possible.  The two stories from my research shows, the original purpose of using birth control is for good and not for evil.  I think, a demanding for an American Culture Reform is now at hand on the campus by encouraging the college students to study the U.S. history of its past.
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