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Were the types of job very much different for man and woman who worked in the factories by the turn of the century?  





The history of Mexican woman can be traced back to the 18th century when the Spanish missionaries brought their wives and children to live in California.  The man was a missionary.  He played a role like a shepherd to his sheep.  The Spanish woman worked as a midwife, who helped the Indian woman to deliver the babies.  After the babies were delivered, the Spanish woman often baptized the Indian babies and converted the Indian babies into the Catholics.  The Spanish woman during the colonial period played a role like a mother to the Indian children.





The Napoleon War fought in 1815-1820 around.  Because of the political instability in Spain, the Mexican Government stroke for the independence.  In the year of 1820, the Mexican government received California from the hand of Spain.  And the California became a state of Mexico.  The Rancheros were the Mexican governors who lived in California.  The Rancheros often received a huge land grand from the Mexican government.  The population of Rancheros was only 3% of the Californian’s.  The rest of the people, they worked in the Ranchos.  The Indian man crafted tools, chairs, and other valuable materials for the Rancheros.  The Indian woman cooked the dishes, cleaned the houses, and baby-sat the children for the families of Ranchero.  And, there were the cowboys and the cowgirls, watching cattle on the Ranchos. In general, the man's job and the woman's jobs in the Ranchos were different, except the children.





The story changed in the late 19th century.  The rise of the American Industries required a great number of labor worker.  Usually, the immigrants were paid poorly because they were the non-skillful workers.  The Mexican children were about in the same condition as if they were the children of immigrant. The Mexican boys worked in the coal mining camps.  They were muddy and dirty.  For other Mexican boys, who worked in the factories, they often lost their fingers or toes during the works.  The Mexican girls worked in the laundry shops, the hotels, the restaurants, the garment factories, or the cannery industries.





Since the Industrial Revolution, the types of man's job and woman's job are not much different.  An increasing number of Mexican man performed woman's jobs in the cities because of that the types of job were well paid in the cities.  And they were the food processors, chefs, bakers, laundry operators, and garment factory workers.





A garment factory worker, for example, was not always a woman.  A Mexican man worked as a garment factory worker too, by the turn of the century.
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