A Speech





I am Yaolee, I have two questions for you to prepare the test on the gender role.  The first question is, what Spanish woman did in the 17th century.  And the second question is what the Mexican woman did in the 18th century.  The answer is very easy.  The Spanish woman in the 17th century was the upper class, so her job was the mid-wife.  On the other hand, the Mexican woman in the late 18th century was the working-class, so her job was the labor worker.





The history of Mexican woman can be traced back to the 18th century when the Spanish missionaries brought their wives and children to live in the California.  The Spanish woman worked as the mid wife, who helped the Indian woman to deliver the babies.  After the babies were delivered, the Spanish woman often baptized the Indian babies and converted the Indian babies into the Catholics.  The Spanish woman during the colonial period played a role like a mother to the Indian children.





The Napoleon War fought in 1815-1820.  Because of the political instability in Spain, the Mexican Government stroke for the independence.  In the 1820, the Mexican government received California from the hand of Spain.  And the California became a state of Mexico.  The Rancheros were the Mexican governors who lived in California.  The Rancheros often received a huge land grand from the Mexican government.  The population of Rancheros was only 3% of the Californian’s.  The rest of the people worked in the Ranchos; they were the crow boys and crow girls watching cattle on the Ranchos.  The Mexicans Inter-marriage with the Blacks and Indians was in a common.  The Mexican people speak Spanish.





The story changed in the late 19th century, since the Jim Crow law comes to effective.  The Anglo-Saxon segregated the colored people from the white community.  The colored people were the Blacks, the Indians, the Asians, and the Mexicans.  The colored people, including those Europeans who had black hairs and white skins, were all disfranchised from the American Society.  The Mexican boys worked in the coal mining camps.  They were muddy and smalls dirty.  For those Mexican boys who worked in the factories, they often lost their fingers and toes during the work.  The Mexican girls worked in the laundry shops and hotels, restaurants, or cannery industries because they were the unskilled workers, and their wages were few.  And the single mothers worked in the fields, picking up cottons and often with their babies set on the top of their baskets.





By the year of 1900, the Mexican woman had shifted from the top of Californian society to the second-class citizenship in California.





Now, the answer of the first question what type of job did the Spanish woman held in the 17th century, and the answer is the mid-wife.  The answer of the second question what type of job did the Mexican woman held in the late 19th century and the answer is the non-skillful works.














