A Rare Economy

     Joad’s new working-place was the last spot to say about the depression because the economy of the cotton growers did not speak the true economy of the U.S. in the 1930s.  Two centralist presidential administrations led to the depression: Herbert Hoover’s and Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s.

       Hoover’s parents died while Hoover was a child.  Some artificial parents of muckraker species adopted the child, Hoover feared that the boss rules or spoil system of the 1880s might return to the U.S. economy in the 1920s: Hoover said in his article, “The American Individualism,” in 1922, that the Laissez Faire shouldn’t be in American society because it restricted the individual freedom.  Hoover discouraged the wealthy people by increasing the taxation on their inherited properties.
  The “American Individualism” was a mistake, according to Calvin Coolidge, because government shouldn’t put a finger on the private properties.  An ideology of illness as it was, the economy on the cotton growers was not a mistake.  The cotton growers continued their commission of Laissez Faire in San Joaquin Valley and Central Valley.  In the late 1930s, the great landowners purchased the cotton fields from the small cotton growers, the greater the business of cotton growing was more controlled by the few; the cotton fields, where Joad’s family worked, were some of the exception where Hoover’s Individualism had not been through.

     Hoover attacked on Coolidge for the lack of union organization; but his ideology, again, was not true in the cotton fields.  The pickers were the poor strikers.  In 1932-1936, throughout the strike, the price of cotton raised from 45 cents to one dollar per one-hundred-pounds.  Since 1936, the cotton-field-strikers never again did successfully on doing the strikes.  In 1938, the Farmer’s Association caused the federal government to suppress the strikers by sending the military troops into the fields.  By the 1960s, both the cotton growers and the pickers see syndicalism as a sin.  Yet, by the end of the Depression Decade, the pickers’ union was unorganized because of the lack of union leadership.  Hoover, on the other hand, encouraged union trades, he found Lumbers’ Association earlier, but his attacking on the big businessmen was not doing well in this case.  First, the cotton field strikers lowed down their voices and even into the science, from 1936 to 1938.  Second, the Laissez Faire persisted in the growing business that a greater land was controlled by the few as the small growers sold their lands to the greater ones.  Unlike the industrial factory owners, the cotton growers, whom the family of Joad worked for, were some of the exception during the Depression Years that the growers were free from the union trades and were able to verify the Open Shop System.  The pickers, as well, were less threatened by the depression than those factory labor-workers who lived in the urban areas.  As a result of it, they were less socially and psychologically dislocated on the materialism, and they were not living in the cotton fields and feeling as bad as those factory workers.

     Roosevelt’s economic policy was the same depression diagnosis of Hoover.
  Franklin D. Roosevelt encouraged the strikers and discouraged the business owners.  The same diagnosis did not apply to the economy in San Joaquin and Central Valley that the business of cotton growing kept being controlled the hands of the few.  The cotton fields did not represent the economy of the Depression Era.

     The imposing image of Depression Era by John Steinbeck went even further in Roosevelt’s administration.  The inactive international trade was the reason of the Great Depression.  In the early 1920s, the U.S. farm production increased from 35% to 75%.  The failure to sell the extra crops in exchanging for some cheap farming-tools, to and from the overseas, were the root of U.S. deflation in the early 1930s.  Hoover raised tariffs with Hawley Smooth Act in 1930, and the failure of banking system soon followed, that the Bank of United States closed down in November 11, 1931.  The U.S. deflation went deeper. Till Roosevelt lowed down the tariffs a little bit, the U.S. economy went up a little bit better.  The rising tariffs hurt the U.S. international trades.  In another word, the lowing down the tariffs will encourage the buying and selling the foreign products.  We did have such a contract with British in the 1930s.  The capitalization convenient the U.S. trades with the British businessmen that they bought our cotton and we purchased their blue gins, based on a contract of low tariffs to each other.
  Unlike other production, the excess cotton was sold to the foreign countries.  Unlike other industries, the cotton fields suffered from labor shortage, in 1932-1936.  Joad’s family in The Grapes of Wrath was a bad example to describe the Depression Economy of the 1930s. The imposing image of the cotton field was even more inaccurate in Roosevelt’s administration than in Hoover’s because of the capitalization we had with British.
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