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     On the paper which wrapped on the video tape of “The Grapes of Wrath” said the story was “A powerful and compelling Academy Award winning classic!”:

(B&W, 1940) The adaptation of John Steinbeck’s famous novel is brought to the screen under the Academy Award winning direction of John Ford.  The Grapes of Wrath is the dramatic story of the Joad family and their migration to California from their dust-bowl farm in Oklahoma during the Thirties.  Henry Fonda’s stirring performance as Tom Joad, a humble but dauntless man who refuses to be beaten down by misfortune and hardship, has become one of the most memorable characterizations ever produced on film.  An observance of America during a difficult era.

The video lasted 128 minutes.  This black-and-white video, when published in 1940 for the first time, was taken as if Joad family was the most typical family of Okies immigrants to California in the early 1930s.  John Steinbeck; the author of the novel illustrated the family of Joad that they were the good people who had no choice but moved to California because of the dust bowl.  Today, more and more sociologists and historians have found that the story were both inaccurate and untrue.

     The reason of its inaccuracy was that John Steinbeck had meta-formed the causes of the black immigration shortly before the Great War into the Okies immigration during the depression years for several evidences he revealed throughout John Fonda’s video.  The cause of the Second Great migration partly was by the muddy flood in Mississippi; but the Dust Bowl was not the main cause of Okies immigration.  The study shows the areas where the dust bowl caused the damages to human beings and agriculture were in western half of Kansas, eastern Colorado, and the west Texas/New Mexico border country between 1933 and 1935. The dust bowl hurt people and agriculture in only a very little area in Oklahoma.  Some Okies did come to California because of the dust; but if one must put the number of Okies who came to California because of the dust in 1930s, the number of Okies immigrants was very small.  If one puts the number of Okies who came to California because of the dust, the statistic of Okies immigration will change just a little bit.  In the film, a song sang by the Okies, was taken by many audiences as if a real feeling of the Okies in the 1930s that “I am going down to the streets and feeling bad”.

     Most of the Okies came to California in the early 1940s because of the war that more people were needed to work in California.  They usually were the professionals, the middle-class urban workers.  Only 36 percent of Okies worked as farmers in California.  And most of the Okies farmers were able to save the money that they earned and was able to have their own houses after years of hard working.  Those Okies who lived in slum was very few.  If one must put the population of the people who lived in the slum, the rate of Okies, who lived in slum, was very low.  The Joad family was not a typical example of Okies family.  Or if one must put the type of Joad family into the statistic, the result will not change, or if it does, the change is just a little bit, because the type of Joad family in Okies family was low.

     Now, exam my claims one by ones:  First, the Okies were not going down the streets and feeling bad.  The cotton growers paid them about 50 cents per day, the film says.  It didn’t sound much to Californians, but the wages of 50 cents was pretty good for cotton pickers who came outside of the state.  In other areas outside of California, cotton growers were paid only 30 to 45 cents a day.  So, the wages were sound and good, the Okies were not coming down the streets and feeling bad.  They were not the black sharecroppers.  They were not in debt.  And they had the choice to come or not to come to California.

     Second, the way Okies came to California was not an easy route.  In the Film, we saw they drove to California by the Route 66, along with a quick and merrily music on the screen.  But the Route 66 was not an easy road to drive by automobile in the depression years.  The Okies came to California without the supports from black agencies leading them.  The Okies were not coming here with the whole families and with its neighborhood, and the rout was not an easy road.

     Third, the Okies had planned to come to California.  They usually had friends or relatives directed them where to go or what to do before they came to California.  In the film, we saw Joad family traveled from place to places, running out of gas, and they looked for jobs.  The Okies really were more willing to work in poor condition and lower wages than other ethnic groups in California.  In comparing with other Californians, (unless by the reason of discrimination) the Okies were less likely to move from place to places and less likely to ask jobs from one cotton growers to the others.  The lives of Okies were not like the lives of black slavery right after the Civil War.  They weren’t “knowing where they were going”, or they weren’t “thinking they were still under the system of slaves”.  The Okies in the 1930s weren’t the Second Immigration blacks.   

     Forth, the Okies made out good future by their own strength.  In the film, we saw the family lived in a poor housing, without shower place, flush toilets, sewing, and the walls were not painted.  The Okies purposely lived in poor housing, to save money; and usually, the Okies were able to purchase their own houses and to become house owners after years of hardworking in California.  They didn’t do the strikes.  Those were the white farm workers, the blacks, and the Mexican season workers who did strikes in San Joaquin Valley in 1932.  The Okies willingly to live in the poor housing, they worked hard; and for most of the Okies, they were able buy their own houses after years of hard working in California.  They weren’t getting poor and poor, or living in the slums.  In most of the cases, they were unlike the black factory workers who lived in the North after reconstruction.

     Imagines of civil equality made the story believable to many American audiences.  The last word spoken in the film was by a lady, she said, “We are the people”.  She thought the Joad family was like many Californian immigrants who came to the place without choice (and in the novel of John Steinbeck, the author made no differences between the Second Immigration blacks and the Depression Immigration Okies); they both worked hard, looking for jobs and moving from one place to another.  “We”, whom she said, refer to all the Californians as if we were one people who lived in the same family, regardless blacks, Mexicans, or the Okies.  The idea has not just showed John Steinbeck was a Marxism; the idea also reflects a public feeling in the 1930s that everybody was equal, that the Okies were about the same like the blacks immigration of 1912 to 1917 who moved North for no choice.  The Californian populists justified the film as if Joad’s family was a typical example of Okies who moved to California in the depression ear.  How the film was so believable?  The Okies were sound like the black slaveries. The justification was based upon the logic of each audience.

     The last inaccuracy about the Okies family was that a typical family of Okies immigration did not have grandparents lived with them.  The statistic shows, right after the Land Grand Act, most of the Americans who lived outside of Oklahoma hold the lands for only 2 years; while in Oklahoma, most of the Okies hold the lands for 4 years: which statistic shows that people who lived in Oklahoma since the Land Grand Act were wealthier than most of the Americans in average.  A typical Okies family, who came to California, contained one young mommy, one young daddy, and two children, with its population 4.2 people in each family.  The Joad family was the few ones; if one must count the type of Joad family into statistic, the result of the statistic will not change much.  The Joad family can be either ignored or be counted into a fiction, as for a statistic of a typical Okies family.

     So, many high school teachers and college students had taken the fiction for a real history.  The “Grapes of Wrath” was not a typical family of Okies in California because they weren’t like the Second Immigration blacks.  The immigrants of the blacks and of the Okies were different.
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