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Having No Choices:

     Right after the Civil War, the black dwellers, who came to the North and lived in Chicago, were the immigrants who had no choice but moved to north for industrial works because of the debts they made throughout the share cropping system, shifting, and the banking systems; so, the black immigrants moved from South to North, 1875-1920. After settling in the North, the blacks often moved from one place to another, from one apartment to the others, and they looked for easier jobs for better wages.  By 1920, the black immigrants first moved North without any choices because of the economic oppression, lynching, violence, disfranchisement, and segregation in the South.  The black organization or agencies led them north by an easy route.  After they got the North, the lives of black immigrant usually were getting better, and they often had choices to move from one place to another.  The only point, they did not have the choice, was when they decided to leave the hometown in the South: and the era was during the Second Migration, not in the 1930s.

     The Joada’s family, who came to California for works, was a rare case in the 1930s.  Most of the immigrants came to California in the early 1940s for the wartime jobs, and they worked in the factories, not the cotton fields.  Usually, the immigrants of the 1940s had the choices to come to California.  The study shows, the immigrants of the 1940s were more willing to state in California than in any other places in the U.S. because, in average, the factor labor workers received higher wages in California than in any other states.

     Those who came in the 1930s also received a higher wages in the cotton field:

In the San Joaquin Valley, Cotton acreages quadrupled between 1932 and 1936.  As a result, demand for cotton pickers soared and wages more than doubled.  From forty-five cents for one hundred pounds in 1932, the rate for cotton picking rose to ninety cents in 1934 and one dollar in 1936.  A new bout of recession in 1937-38 reduced wages to seventy-five cents per one hundred pound, but this still paid twenty to fifty percent more than the going rate in the Southwest.

The Okies came to California with choices, not without choices.
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