A Rare People

     The Okies we saw in the film were a rare people, who worked hard in San Joaquin Valley but for a transient period of time.  Only 36 percent of Okies worked in the farm.  For most of the Okies, they were the clergies, professors, teachers, and urban middle class workers.
  The rate of Okies who lived in the slums was very low, Keith Windschuttle said in his article “Steinbeck’s Myth of the Okies”.  Most of the Okies, Keith said, were able to save the money and own their own housing years after their hard workings in California.  Soon, it followed that the assimilation to the American society had taken place if taking the Okies as a whole.  The name “Okies” probably would not have been mentioned; but instead, the name of “the migration farm workers” if not by the novel of John Steinbeck.

     In the film, we saw Joad family traveled from place to places, running out of gas, and looking for jobs.  As a matter of fact, the moving from one place to another was a general trend in the 1930-34.  In the urban areas particular, many witnessed large increases in their transient populations.  “These transients were not migrants in the process of relocating their homes, but a curious collection of migratory workers, tramps, hoboes, and men and women out of work who wandered the country seeking work of any sort.”
  The Joads’ family did move from one place to another; but unlike “seeking work of any sort”, the Joads’ family was relocating their homes.  It is unfair to say Joads’ family represent to the labor workers of the era, for the family actually was relocating their home.

    Another fact we learned from the film was that the New Deal programs wasted their money on the Okies. There was such a debate whether or not the Okies had received the federal aids.  Disregarding the discrimination against the Okies, the New Deal programs double added federal supports to the inferior race:

In 1938, local and state authorities would demand that migrants be returned to the states from which they originated and that federal authorities cease distributing relief to Okies in California. These telegrams, on the other hand, asked only that the federal government increase aid to migrants in the San Joaquin Valley so that "work opportunities be made available for the transients to improve the conditions" under which they lived.

In 1939, “after the publication of the Grapes of Wrath, the congress had made the condition of the Okies a blatant fact of American life.”
  The federal government took them as if they were the transient workers.  This is different from what Keith Windschuttle said in his article, “Steinbeck’s Myth of the Okies”.  In the article, Keith said, unlike transient workers, the Okies immigration family often contained a young daddy and a young mommy and two young children with its average population 4.2 in each family.  The Okies relocated their home in California.  They became stronger and wealthier later in American society with the strength of hardworking and intelligence by themselves.  The federal program had little help to their economic condition, according to Keith.  The New Deal did two things to the Okies: the programs treated them as if they were the miserable workers, and the programs wasted federal money on them. The Okies really were by their own strength without much having to do with the federal supports.
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