A Rare Economy

     Joads’ new working-place was the last spot to say about the depression because the cotton-field economy was not a typical example of the U.S. economy in the 1930s.  The ideology of these two centralists led the depression economy: Herbert Hoover and Franklin Delano Roosevelt.

       Hoover said in his article, “The American Individualism,” in 1922, that the Laissez Faire shouldn’t be in American society because it restricted the individual freedom.
  Yet, the cotton field in California was a different story that the growers continued their commission of Laissez Faire in San Joaquin Valley and Central Valley.  

They were, rather, factories in the fields, cultivated by migratory laborers who miraculously turned up for the harvest and disappeared once the crops were laid by. This agricultural pattern was produced by a combination of land monopolization, the necessity for expensive irrigation, and the availability of a floating supply of cheap migratory labor.

The Industrialized agriculture, where the Okies worked, were some of the exception where Hoover’s “American Individualism” had not been gone through, for the boss rule continued its tyranny over the lands.

     The pickers were the poor strikers.  “UCAPAWA's goal of organizing the field workers was an exceedingly difficult one to achieve...”
 In 1932-1936, throughout the strikes, the price of cotton raised from 45 cents to one dollar per one-hundred-pounds.  But, in 1938, the Farmer’s Association caused the federal troops to suppress the strikers.  The strikers never did successfully in the cotton field in the late 1930s, according to Walter Stein in his book California and the Dust Bowl Migration.  Hoover, on the other hand, versed the cooperation with the federal power: the federal government first took the wealth of the great cooperation; and then, shifted it to the businessmen or the house owners.
  Roosevelt further guaranteed the rights of labor workers to bargaining collectively.  San Joaquin Valley was one of few examples where the open shop system continually to attract the cheap labor workers during the depression years.
  As a result, the Okies were the exception of the years that they received the low wages with big smiles.  Since they weren’t the great stockholders or the house owners, or urban factory workers, they weren’t going down the streets and feeling bad as those the Okies sang in the film of The Grapes of Wrath.

     The imposing image of Depression Era by John Steinbeck went even further in Roosevelt’s administration, for the inactive international trade was the reason of the Great Depression.  In the early 1920s, the U.S. farm production increased from 35% to 75%.  The failure to sell the extra crops in exchanging for some cheap farming-tools overseas, were the root of the U.S. deflation in the early 1930s.  Hoover raised tariffs with Hawley Smooth Act in 1930, and the failure of banking system soon followed, that the Bank of United States closed down in November 11, 1931.  The U.S. deflation went deeper.
 Till Roosevelt lowed down the tariffs a little bit, the U.S. economy went up a little bit better.  The rising tariffs hurt the U.S. international trades.
  In another word, the lowing down the tariffs will encourage the buying and selling of the foreign products.  We did have such a contract with British country in the 1930s.  The capitalization convenient the U.S. trades with the British businessmen that they bought our cottons and we purchased their blue gins, based on a contract of low tariffs to each other.
  Devra Webber said in her book, The Dark, Sweet, White Gold, that although the economy of cotton field in California was somewhat affected by the depression but the growers were able to keep the open shop to exist in general: and, Webber contributed the American like, open shop system, to the capitalization, which we had with the British traders in the 1930s.  Unlike other production, more cotton was sold to the foreign countries.  Unlike other industries, the field suffered from labor shortage, in 1936-1938.  The Joads’ family in The Grapes of Wrath was a rare example to describe the depression economy of the 1930s. The imposing image of the cotton field was even more inaccurate in Roosevelt’s administration than in Hoover’s because of the capitalization we had with the British country.
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 “As has been seen, California's growers periodically reaped the harvest of their use of alien field labor in riots and agitation directed against these groups by urban workers. Each time the farming interest protected itself by substituting for the offending minority another against whom hostility had not yet developed. The Japanese replaced the Chinese, who were in turn replaced by Mexicans and Filipinos.  Despite occasional restiveness in the urban areas, growers preferred alien labor to white resident labor. Filipinos and Mexicans provided cheap labor, and they were available when required. Without them, growers feared, profits in farming would disappear.”
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