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Reading “The Big World and Little Men”, from Drift and Mastery

     Walter Lippmann based on an ideology of Utopian, he designed a political policy to prevent the crimes from New York city in July, 1914, by letting the well-conscious of each city dweller to guide by itself.

     The 1914 politic in New York were quite different from a half century ago. The old authority of local police department seemed not to fit the contemporary social problems.  It was easy for the policemen to criticize that the young generation did not follow the tradition.  But, Lippmann would argue what the tradition mean, for more than 80% of its population came from outside of the city.  Walter Lippmann with an open mind and with a bright thought, he pressed on the contemporary Democratic polices, by ignoring the out-date-religion or the “traditions” of the dwellers.  Lippmann prefers to have the young generation casting their lots in a concurrent existing world than tracing back to traditional rules.

     Lippmann thought there was no real relationship between a husband and his wife.  The childbirth was given by an accident intercourse.  And the employees worked for wages only, that they just came to make some money and make themselves happier, for he said in Drift and Mastery, Chapter 8 The Big World and Little Men:

We are unsettled to the very roots of our being. There isn't a human relation, whether of parent and child, husband and wife, worker and employer, that doesn't move in a strange situation.

I would say, an easiest social rule for every member of the society to follow was by quoting something human had in common.  Truly, for most of people, they came to work for money, and they had sex for flesh desires.  Lippmann addressed about the reality in the city.

     Lippmann would have thought William James was a craze if they had a chance to talk to each other.  Lippmann said, 

Those who call themselves radical float helplessly upon a stream amidst the wreckage of old creeds and abortive new ones, and they are inclined to mistake the motion which carries them for their own will.

Lippmann thought empiricism was too dangerous and too radical, and it threatened to the harmony in a society, and Lippmann would have thought William James was a strict and strange person.

     Lippmann was a euro-centralist, for he weakened the histories of many nation and the old habits of many people.  He said,  “At every step there will be a clash with old rights and old habits. There will be the cries of the beaten, the protest of the discarded. For men cling passionately to their routines.”  The old rights and old habits, the routines of radicalism, in his view, they seemed was unreal in the New York City in 1912.

     I think Lippmann had been working too hard.  Human naturals actually were about the same whether they be in the stone age or in the industrial society--they want to give their best to their children and they often treat their intercourses were not by the accidents.  About getting a job in the city, it went beyond the level of making a living alone: people really come to work for the integrities of their own hearts that he wants to have a career under his own control; as William James said, each member follow his own track, going around the nuclear center.  It might be the way he adopts his family or it might the principles of his exist worlds.  To me, the principle of William James sounds more valid than Walter Lippmann, for even Jesus needs a mom and dad to give him childbirth (or by holy spirit!).  As a creek to the rivers of water, I think, the principle of old-time police department did not die out.  Lippmann was talking nothing about politics at local and state level.  Sex and money was sound and was important to the dwellers; but from another angle, Walter Lippmann was speaking of a fiction.
