2ndraihir

     The railroad regulation in Hiram Johnson’s Administration in Southern California was another story. It might be that Hiram Johnson had foreseen the redistribution of wealth was inappropriate in American Society; he had his own progressive idea to regulate the railroad business by voting.  The regulation empowered the Southern Pacific Railroad company to profit by asking the congress for building an international port in San Pedro.  The company also obtained the federal founds to build the railroads in connecting between San Pedro Harbor and his own company. The Octopus treated the voters with 20,000 barbeques to gain the permission from the congress. The Californian in 1910s, referendum, recalls, primary election, non-patrician election had replaced the original elector election.  But, the political did not change dramatically: referendum, recalls, primary election, and non-patrician election became the tools of Southern Pacific Company to expand its own business by directing the voters to its own business interest.

     Hiram Johnson had concentrated the power of “Trust” to the organization, and not to the California government.
  The Californian state government had no power to stop the Octopus to grow.  The railroad regulation by Charles Van Hise in Wisconsin was successful, but the railroad regulation in California was not a successful one to the leftists.  At leas in California, as I know, railroad regulation by government became a tool of Southern Pacific Company to prosper.  The fallacy Van Hise had made, often was named “Poising the Well” by the lawyers.  A railroad regulation, which had been successful in Wisconsin, did not automatically apply to all the states in America.      
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