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Question:  The “Age of Jackson” is often referred to as the “Age of Democracy”.  Why is the Jacksonian Era associated with Democracy?  Is “Democracy” a good way to describe this period?  Why or Why not.

Essay Titled:  “The Age of Jackson and Democracy”

     The “Age of Jackson” is often referred to as the “Age of Democracy”.  Democracy is not a good way to describe this period, but, Andrew Jackson’s personal case is a Democratic case.

     A brief introduction on the 7th President of the United States, one should find that Andrew Jackson actually was and ordinary American Christian.  Born on March 15, 1767, Waxhaw are, on North Carolina-South Carolina border: Nickname, “Old Hickory”.  Religion, Presbyterian.  Marriage, August 1791 (2nd ceremony, January 17, 1794), to Rachel Donelson Robards (1767-1828).  Children, None.  Career, Lawyer, Soldier.  Political Party, Democrat.  Writings, Correspondence of Andrew Jackson (7 vols., 1926-1935), ed. By J. S. Bassett and J.F. Jameson.  Died on June 8, 1845, Nashville, Tennessee.  Buried in The Herimitage, Nashville, Tennessee.  From the description, one could see Jackson was not a very well educated people.  The best jobs he ever had were like a lawyer and a soldier, next to be a president.  He did not have family life, I think, because he did not have children.  As a Presbyterian, he believed God loves all people, and the chosen ones means those who would serve the Lord willingly and actively.

     “The Age of Jacsoninan Democracy” was true indeed not a Democratic age at all, but it was illustrated by a foreigner, whose name was Alexis de Toqueville.  Alexis de Toqueville was a decent of the family of Bonaparte, the family of French King Napoleon.  Alexis spend 37days on the Atlantic Ocean, and he came to the US by ship in 1931.  Based on the French tradition, Alexis see the US had more equal rights to the labor workers.  In his book, Democracy in America, Alexis praised the US as a man in a wonder land: Alexis said, “…nothing struck me more forcibly than the general equality of condition among the people… it creates opinions, gives birth to new sentiments, founds novel customs, and modifies whatever it does not produce… It has there been able to spread in perfect freedom and peaceably to etermine the character of the laws by influencing the manners of the country…”
  When Alexis visited the US, it was the American’s propensity for civic association that most impressed him as the key to their unprecedented ability to make democracy work, for there were striking evidence, Girls’ Striking association found in 1836.  From the outlook, the US was like a Utopian Society.  One out of five labor workers in New York were children under the age of 12.  More than 62% of Capital wealth was owned by the few industrial owners.  From the outlook, labor unions stroke from a higher wage seems was not a bad thing--- this is what Alexis de Toqueville means that Americans had more equal rights than the Europeans.  Toqueville saw America as “the image of democracy itself, with its inclinations, its character, its prejudices, and its passions.”

     Andrew Jackson’s second term ran form the US president in the election of 1828, he gained more than 50% from the populists votes.  Jackson defined his two terms by saying that, the party’s outllok was essentially laissez-faire, anointing themselves as Thomas jefferson’s true heirs, Democrats stood for simple, frugal, and unintrusive government.  They opposed government spending and government favoritism, especially in the form of corporate chaters for banks and other enterprises.  The claimed that all such measures invariably aided the rich, the privileged, and the idle.  In other words, Jackson’s economic policy abainst the humble yet meritorious ordinary working people.  

     Under Jackson and his successor Van Buren, Democrats pioneered in techniques of party organization and discipline, which they justified as a means of securing popular ascendancy over the aristocrats.  To nominate and adop platforms, Democrats perfected a pyramidal structure of local, state, and national committees, caucuses, and conventions.  These ensured coordinated action and supposedly reflected opinion at the grass roots, though their movements in fact were often directed from Washington.  The “spoils system” of government patronage inaugurated by Jackson inspired activity and instilled discipline within party ranks.

      The Jacksonian Democracy did not hold on democratic principles, yet, they still partook of the spirit of a democratic age.  Tocqueville said, “…the people reign in the American political world as the Deity does in the universe.  They are the cause and the aim of all things; everything comes from them, and everything is absorbed in them.”  Alexis de Toqueville had to say without hesitation that democracy was everywhere in America, which included this humble Andrew Jackson.  Jackson was a rough-hewn, poorly educated, self-made frontiersman.  The significant of Jackson’s Administration was that such an humble, self-educated person could become a great hero in the US history.  The story told about the democracy, equality and the primacy of the common man.  As the symbol for a democratic age,  a common man was than a hero if one would ignore that his economic policy was a failure to poor people.
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