     “The Age of Democracy” was a humorous word to describe the Administration of Andrew Jackson.  Take the Cherokee Nation for example, the way Andrew Jackson treated the Native American Indians was not in the way that a democratic government would do.

     In a Jackson’s Message to Congress, on December 8, 1829, Jackson said,

…It has long been the policy of Government to introduce among [the Indians] the arts of civilization, in the hope of gradually reclaiming them from a wandering life…

Jackson believed that the American white people had a better culture than the Native American people.  In his option, the white people were clean, wealthier and living in their own houses, growing potatoes, tomatoes, string beans, and raising chickens in their own gardens.  On the other hand, Jackson thought, the Indians were the miserable ones.  The Indians did not have comfortable shelters.  They did not have certain places to live; and they wore animal skins for clothing, doing hunting and gathering and often having no food to eat.  Jackson in the Message to the Congress, he sought to improve the living standard of Native American Indians.

     According to the principle of Yeoman farmer, American government was to protect the Native American people; but, the reality was very different from the speech of Jackson in the congress.

     In reality, the white people wanted the Indian lands.  Unlike the ideology of enlightenment, the Americanize the Indians was just a theory.  The Northern factory owners and the Southern great land growers wanted the lands for their economic profits.  Jackson was in favor to the Southern elites, and Jackson helped the elites to gain the lands by removing the Native American Indians out of their territories.  In 1828, President Jackson supported the prospect of Indian removal, which helped him gain an election victory among the Southern States.
  

     The removal of Indians was out of the original purpose of Andrew Jackson.  As Jackson said in the Congress in 1829, Jackson thought that the US government was to help the Indians to become the civilized people.  But, in reality, on May 28, 1830, Andrew Jackson signed the Bill of Removal.  By which bill, the Native Americans became even more isolated from the white societies than before.

     Jackson abused his executive power by forcing the Cherokees to leave their own lands.  In 1828, the State of Georgia extended State Law to protect the Cherokee.  The State Law said, the removal must be based upon the free will of Native American people.  Unfortunately, the state law had shrunk its power during Jackson’s administration.  Andrew Jackson abused his executive power by setting the federal government to be above the state governments.  As a result, the Indian men, Indian women and Indian children, were forced out of their lands by the American soldiers.  Theodore Frelinghuysen felt that the Indians had every right to state in their own lands, and he felt that the driven Indians away from their own lands was unconstitutional.
  Frelinghuysen had to say “The Age of Jackson” was an age of undemocracy, in regarding to the Nation of Cherokee.  

     In short, Andrew Jackson had a very beautiful ideology to civilize the Native American people, but it end out with a taking away their lands and adding their misery.

     The Jackson administration was very different from the principle of American government, which he had spoken to the people in congress in 1829.  Jackson wanted to civilize the Indians, but in reality, his policy had driven the Cherokees far away from a civilized culture.  In his administration, Andrew Jackson had no respect to the rights of the Native American people to stay in their own territories.  His administration really was an American white Republican, one party government.  “The Age of Democracy” was an age of Jackson’s undemocratic administration.
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