On Charmstones

For things of magik I have spent the better part of four centuries researching.  It is because of this devotion, that I still argue as not much more than a novice, that the Elders have called me into service and study.  I am Albathor Lightwind and to this service I hereby devote this journal.

Of things magikal I would submit that those that peruse this treatise have at least the baser of understanding, for without these basic principles this tome will appear little more than a bore.  It should be known that at some time far past when Elves and their Creators where more closely related, that three fine gifts were entrusted to our kind for close guarding and in maintaining the land from evil.  It is written that these devices were to remain dormant and unused for at least two Elven generations, though it is known not why.  Perhaps after such a time it is thought that we might have acquired the knowledge and patience to use and understand such relics. 

I feel that to the origin of the devices I should spend at least a little space here recounting, and indeed I should mention that not all agree upon the origins of the relics nor upon how we came to possess them.  Sages have spoken to me of how our people have come to command such potent magiks such as these and from their wisdom I have guessed at what I believe to be the truth; it is that truth that I hereby record.  The devices that have come to be known ‘charmstones’ are in fact objects of power beyond our mortal scope of understanding, and it would appear even beyond the scope of our creators; yes I speak of a power preexisting the gods of our fair lands – even a power that might be responsible for part of their creation (of this part I must admit to mere speculation on my part).  I believe that these devices where either in part or in whole used to create the material plane of our existence, and to this existence tie the gods themselves to watch over us – to what end I cannot say, but I do have many reasons to believe that these items are the tools that not only created the world but to no small degree were responsible for the creation of our creators.  To this I have come to theorize that the gods themselves cannot take these devices to their own plane of existence, for I believe that they are forever bound to our material plane and no other.  The wisdom of the gods obliged them to entrust the elves with the responsibility of guarding and using these devices (for indeed they could only command them while amongst we mortal beings), counting our own wisdom, knowledge of the arkane, and longevity to keep these safe.

Indeed the safety of these relics is important, as you and many may well be aware, for I am not the first scholar to undertake the study of these charmstones.  It was Laimande Stonewater that first was given access and permission to study these devices and it was he whom corrupted and caused one of the stones to be sealed for all time.  Should I be writing this and it be read at a time that the tale of Laimande is not well known or retold I should summarize it here.  Laimande was one of the eldest of our tribe and thus greatly respected for his judgement and clarity of thought, numbering an age nearly twice that of mine I hold him to be foremost in knowledge of arts Arkane.  It was his thought that these devices being of a part in our creation (as well as our own creators) that within them must lie great secrets and power, amongst that power he theorized that we might find the secret to restoring life to the dead – a power still only granted by the gods themselves.  In his studies Laimande was never able to restore life to the dead, but he did find that the charmstone itself could consume, or in his words capture, the essence of mortal creatures.  It was his thought that these creatures must be willing and self aware, but to the bulk of his research even I am not granted access.  It is said that Laimande’s obsession with immortality and the sustainance of life, drove him to experiment further with the charmstone’s ability to capture life’s essence.  I must note that to the best of my knowledge, no unnatural or unholy acts were involved with his research; I believe that he was driven fully by a desire to find answers (I too have found myself with like obsession).  Through his experimentation he noted a change in the stone itself.  At first he noticed a certain randomness to the reaction of the stone’s power and he even noted a small amount of discoloration in the anchor-sphere.  With continuing experimentation he noted that the increased power could indeed be harnessed and utilized with control but it almost always required the use of some or all of a creatures life essence [dm note read as level drain].  The Sages have spoken of the charms that were attached to the stone taking on a foulness, or corruption, or even a banefulness.  After this was observed the Sages no longer permitted Laimande access to the charmstone.  It is unclear when exactly the crack appeared in the charm-sphere (anchor-sphere) but the sphere could not be seen to have been connected to any charms, thus it was thought that the sphere must represent some sort of taint within the stone, for further attachments could still be made.  The dark-sphere, as it came to be called, was thought to be as fragile as glass and as unstable as ash – upon consultation with Laimande (who had turned somewhat unsteady of mind and afflicted with madness) it was feared that the removal of the sphere by force (by breaking it) would not be difficult but could hold dire consequences, among them was noted: a randomness to the casting of all magik, debilitating affects on the other two charmstones, and the destabilization of prime and positive energy planes (resulting in a closer connection to the negative plane).  Some theorized that there may be other consequences, but all agreed that some dire result would come from the breaking of the sphere-anchor.  For this reason the council desided to seal the charmstone from use for all time (without deactivating the sphere-anchor).  It is known that the ward woven by the Sages was such that no one person could exert continuing control over the charmstone because in order to utilize the stone, the mage would need to surrender to the stone his life force in much the same way that Laimande showed that the orb could be increased in power.  The Sages speculated that this would keep the stone from being used save for the most dire emergency, but mainly to keep any future evil wizard from corrupting the stone to his will and using it for evil.

Enough of my digression and history lesson, to the rest of this treatise I devote a breakdown and understanding of the device.  I have taken the trouble to sketch a small model of the device, should the device not be available to those reading this manuscript.  It includes all the relevant physical data, however, it should be mentioned that the writing on the charmstone and the metal that it is composed of are both unknown to us at the time of my study.  Many efforts have been made to attempt to read the markings on the charmstone but the most information we have gleaned from the stone are that each of the sides is devoted to both the production and maintenance of one of the four principle elements: earth, air, fire, water.  It is believed that the anchor-sphere represents spirit or magik – it is only active when the stone is anchored.  Anchored stones are those that are currently being used to augement or power specific spells or devices.  It should be noted that early experiments proved that the charm-sphere (as it is also called) show it to be susceptible to physical damage.  Should the orb itself be destroyed the backlash of power has been immense (note: the corrupted stone is believed to have more dire consequences to its physical destruction).

[image: image1.png]Anmer Showa _—
'._

|

Chagm Sphare
Y2l

22

C Weewa SHoma

Wak 12 |bs e
M\"U\'kl . UKKMU.SU\,




Many of the stones powers are still believed to be undiscovered, but it is known that the item will power protections and wards as well as power other enchantments.  In fact if the simple enchantment spell is cast upon an item that rests in or on the basket of the stone (anchored or not) the spell will function as though the permanency spell has been cast on it as well.  This type of enhancement seems to apply to many of the enchantment spells.  In the event of the charmstone being used for the first time (that is, there is no anchor-sphere present), an anchor-sphere immediately comes into existence and remains permanently until the wizard that invoked the spell removes it (this requires the mage to have the appropriate charmstone present as well as take the same amount of time as the casting of the original spell).  At this time we have found no limits to the amount of spells that a single charmstone can power or maintain though we have put an arbitrary limit of 100 spells per stone.  At the last counting one stone had 91 spells functioning and the other had 85 spells functioning; it is uncertain if there are any spells functioning on the third and I could not glean from the Sages whether the spell that sealed the third is kept by one or more of the three.   Should there be any spell components used in the anchoring of the charm they must be placed in the basket of the charmstone, if the components do not fit we have found that the Item spell will work to shrink them to the point that they can then fit and be used.  

The text continues and any questions the players might have are possibly answered within the text; ask the DM if the desired information is present in the text.






