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Summary: A grandmother and granddaughter go on a trip together; both are expecting to go to different places. Along their way, they get chased by a policeman for their supposable speeding ticket. Both grow together despite their differences of character.
Characters: Louise (grandmother, 60 years old) is a hip, eccentric, and spicy grandmother who acts like a teenager. Jane (granddaughter, 16 years old) is a highly mature, reserved, and often pessimistic granddaughter.
ACT ONE

Scene 1: 
Grandmother Louise is on the phone on one side of the stage and Granddaughter Jane is talking on the phone on other side of the stage.

LOUISE
(Sarcastic tone) “Eleanor, I cannot wait to get on the road and head to Las Vegas with my patient, optimistic, and exciting granddaughter- she thinks we’re going to a stupid festival. I bet you she’s probably one of those people you’d never expect…yeah the kind that get addicted to slots. Ha!…. Yes I will miss you too; we can make up that bingo game when I get back.  Yes I promise I’ll call… Alrighty talk to you later, mhmm bye-bye.”
JANE
“Sun block, hand sanitizer, and road map- I have everything I need for the Quakers Festival. You know Sarah, I’m really surprised my grandmother agreed to go on this trip with me- it’s very unlike her- I guess I’m a good influence. I’ll be sure to tell you all about it when I get back. Bye!”
Scene 2: FRONT SEAT OF A CAR 

Two chairs, center stage, granddaughter sitting in passenger side anxiously waiting. Louise strolls in (obviously late).
JANE

“It’s about time.”

LOUISE

 “I know, I know…sorry”

JANE

 “How long did you expect me to wait?”

LOUISE

 “Why can’t you just be patient?”

JANE

“What were you doing?”

LOUISE

 “None of your business.”

JANE

“Whatever- let’s just get on the road”

LOUISE

“You got it sister!”

(Starts the car and acts as if she’s driving, awkward silence for about 5-10 seconds)
JANE

(Clears voice) . . . Well I’m very excited about going to the festival today. We’re learning a lot about the historical background of the Quakers in AP History.
LOUISE

 “That’s very nice dear, but aren’t you more interested in something like. . . guys. . . cute guys. . . tall, dark, and handsome ones. . .”
JANE

(Sighs then suddenly hears a police siren) Uhh grandma is that cop following us?
LOUISE

(Very confident) nope, we’ve done nothing wrong.

JANE

No, I really think that he’s coming after us. . . pull over and see.

LOUISE

That’s the silliest thing I ever heard, I wasn’t speeding around that corner, but if he keeps following me I’m gonna give him a piece of my mind.
JANE

(Turns around) Grandma (who doesn’t pay attention). . . Louise! He’s giving the hand motion to pull over IMMEDIATELY.
LOUISE
(Sarcastically) “I’m so glad that we’ve come to this point. . . Louise sounds so much better than grandma.”

JANE

(Starts freaking out) “What if this is on my records? I’ll never get into college.”

(Grandma is whistling- Jane gets no response, a few second pause- very lively)

“Oh my gosh, what if mom sees me on ‘COPS’?” 
LOUISE

(Humorously) Girl. . . please! Don’t worry- if that happens you’ll be famous, cool, sexy, and daring. I mean, that’s how I was back in my day.

JANE

(Aggravated) “But I don’t want to be like you. . . Louise!”

LOUISE

“Well I don’t see why not, I turned out just fine thanks.”

JANE

(Distracted and tense) “Grandma, I mean Louise, pull over!” “Oh wait, w-watch out for that dog!”

(Louise hits breaks- both lunge forward in motion)

LOUISE

(Seems not to care) “Aww that was the cutest little wiener dog I’ve ever seen, ha. .  and a pink collar to boot.”

JANE

“Have you forgotten the fact that we’re being chased by a policeman STILL! 
LOUISE

“Honey, I don’t care what you say I’m not pulling over, I’m an innocent woman and have done nothing wrong.”
JANE

“You ‘done care what I say’? Why don’t you ever listen to me, I know I’m not an adult but I am your granddaughter and deserve your full attention. . . AND respect.”

LOUISE

“You need to lighten up, your always so tense. Take a little time for yourself to have fun once in a while and be a teenager.
JANE

“Funny you said that because you need to grow up! You’re always acting like a teenager, whenever we’re together it’s like we take opposite roles.”

LOUISE

(Opens her mouth as if to say something, but pauses to say>) Wait, there is something I want you to hear.”

(Turns imaginary knob in front of her as if to turn up the volume on the radio- the song “Respect” begins to play)

JANE

(Speaks immediately when music starts) “This is exactly what I mean”

LOUISE

(Singing along with the song- snapping her finger, one hand on wheel) “What you want- Jane I got it- what you need- you know I got it- and ALL I’m askin’ is for a little respect, just a little bit, hey baby!
JANE

(Sits with arms crossed, annoyed, but breaks her hands free to change the song) “Well two can play that game.” 
(Beethoven begins to play- she plays imaginary piano, hand motions are sarcastic and overdone purposely)
LOUISE

I just don’t see how anyone can enjoy that music it makes me want to go to sleep, so you better change it unless you want to drive.
JANE

Oh okay yeah I want to drive, because THEN I would pull over and stop this police chase, do you realize that cop is probably getting pretty ticked off at you?
LOUISE

I’m tired of all your lip. I’ll just pull over and straighten this out.
(Louise turns wheel to curb and stops car. Jane flashes her a satisfying look then crosses her arms. Louise takes a look in the rear-view mirror then does a stunned double-take, clutches mirror)
Look at that hunk of man!!!

(Begins to take out the curlers in her hair as fast as she can and just throws them in the back seat. Also pulls lipstick out of purse to put it on. All this is done as fast as possible)

Okay here he is, stay cool.
JANE

(In a kidding voice) “Yeah. . . staying cool is exactly what you were doing.”
LOUISE

(Louise focuses attention from Jane to the left of her car, she does the hand motions for rowing down her window. With an obvious flirtatious voice and personality.) “Hey stud. How you doing on this beautiful day officer.”

JANE
(She busts out and gives way to her guilty conscience. The more she talks, the faster her speech is, and the higher pitched her voice gets.) I’m so sorry officer, I know we were speeding, we almost hit that dog, oh and. . . and at one time I thought we were going to hit that one telephone pol—” 
LOUISE

(She cuts off Jane, leans over and whispers) I got this. (Turns attention back to officer) Officer, I’m not as young as I once was. I’m getting older, more feeble, and sadly sometimes unaware of the speed I’m going.”
(She shakes her head yes then hands her imaginary license and registration.) “Yes officer, here’s my license and registration. (Small pause) Be sure to pay attention to the telephone number listed on there too. (Bats her eyelashes and winks after she’s spoken)
(Face becomes stunned) I only had a what? Are you kidding me? This whole time we thought we were getting a speeding ticket and you’re telling me it’s just a broken taillight? Well that’s the best news I’ve heard all day (happiness breaks as she proceeds to next sentence) Uhh. . . you’re going to let this one go, I hope. I’m on my way to take my very intelligent granddaughter to an educational festival, I’m a model grandmother in society.
(Small pause) “Thank you again so much again officer, I’ve always loved a man in uniform. I promise I won’t do it ever again.”
(She does the hand motions for rowing the window back up and acts like she is driving again) You just witnessed greatness, in the art of flirting. You should pick it up sometime, it’ll get you out of sticky situations. I mean, really, he was eating out of the palm of my hand. 

JANE

Oh thanks for the great advice Louise, I’ll keep that in mind whenever I get involved in a high speed chase down the highway.
LOUISE

Good! I think it’s about time you started taking some of my advice, it could be useful to you later in your life.
JANE

So your idea of good advice is flirting your way out of trouble you get yourself into and focusing on boys above other things like…education.
LOUISE

Well. . . I . . . I just meant . . . Oh I don’t know Jane. Why can’t we ever see eye to eye?

JANE

Because I don’t know how to express myself or my emotions to you. Yet, you’re able to put yours out there with no problem. It bothers me that there’s no one I can actually be myself around.

LOUISE

(Short pause) To be completely honest, the reason I’m so…(searches for words) flashy now is because when I was younger, around your age, I had a self-esteem problem. I didn’t think I was pretty enough, smart enough, or even cool enough to keep up with all my friends. So therefore I tried to make up for it in. . . (drifts off, voice breaks) in other areas.
JANE

(Short pause) I would have never expected you to say that. You seem like the person who has everything together. 

LOUISE
Honey, you’re definitely the one who has everything together – since menopause my life has been a total mess. I mean seriously, I can cry at the drop of a hat. (Jane looks in disbelief- Louise emphasizes with example) Last night, I was having a hot flash and stuck my head in the freezer. . . and then I cried about it! I got the waist line on these pants let out last week and they’re already getting tighter on my (clears voice- almost cusses). . . rear.
JANE
(Laughs) I don’t mean to laugh it’s just that I would have never expected that.

LOUISE

That’s alright, it’s actually nice to hear you laugh. I try to be funny around you but you just get annoyed.

JANE
It’s not that I don’t think your funny, I just want everyone to think I’m mature and intelligent.
LOUISE
Trust me, everyone knows you’re intelligent by the way you present yourself.
JANE

That’s a good thing I guess. . . I mean better than (funny and mimicking in flirtatious voice) ‘Oh, oh officer. I love a man in uniform. I’m feeble and getting older and have become slightly unaware of the speed I’m going.’
LOUISE

(Short pause then busts out in laughter) That was good! Lawbreaking habits can be broken by humor (funny and mimicking in intelligent voice) ‘it’s scientifically proven that we weren’t speeding around that curve because of Newton’s 1st law of motion- an object in motion will remain in motion, and an object at rest will stay at rest unless acted on by an unbalanced force.’ (Flashes a satisfying look towards Jane)
JANE

Funny, but it doesn’t make sense. That law has nothing to do with speeding (laughs) but you sounded very insightful. They say wisdom comes with age. . .

LOUISE
Yeah, I just heard that on the discovery or history channel when I was flipping through to find my ‘soaps.’
JANE

We’re not so different, you know. It seems like we both have a hard time expressing ourselves sometimes. 
LOUISE

Yeah but we shouldn’t have a hard time expressing ourselves to each other- we’re family! We should start setting time aside to talk about whatever is on our mind.
JANE

That sounds like an awesome idea. I’m so glad we decided to go on this trip to the Quakers Fest; I know it has helped us grow closer.
LOUISE

Well… actually…uh… SURPRISE! I’m taking you on a surprise trip to Vegas!

JANE

Grandma NO!  (reaches for the wheel)
(Lights black out) END
