will faithfully execute the office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States, so help me God.” As I concluded the inauguration oath, the crowds gathered on the capitol steps below me burst into wild rounds of applause. Smiling to the cameras, I walked down Pennsylvania Avenue toward my new house and the beginning of a momentous new career.

After settling into my West Wing headquarters, I brought to Congress’ docket the energy reform bill I’d worked on prior to my campaign. It outlined uses of ethanol, the up-and-coming alternative energy source of the 21st century, and would require the nation to be free of gasoline-powered automobiles within fifteen years. Given that it was the first bill I’d authored, it was full of problems and came back to my desk for amendments more times that I can count. After months of editing and discussion in various committees, it was ready for debate. It passed in the House with a 75% majority, boosting my confidence for its journey to the Senate. As soon as debate began, it became clear that I would have one difficult opponent: Senator John Markson. He held the Senate floor for twenty-three hours and seventeen minutes, a feat quite unheard of in that day and age. Strom Thurmond certainly would have been impressed, but many Congressmen I’d been counting on were asleep by the end of his address! I paced in the Oval Office that night, clinging to the hope that the support I had a day earlier would prove strong enough to pass the bill. 

Two sleepless nights later, word came from the capitol: cloture was invoked, the Senate had voted, and my bill was passed with a sixty-three percent majority; certainly not desirable, but enough to ensure that I would get the opportunity to sign the bill. The next day I gave it my John Hancock and the codification process began. 

Once the law was integrated into the United States Code, I held a press conference concerning new regulations. During the press conference, I summarized the new law. Production of all cars not capable of running on ethanol-based fuels would be required to cease within one year. All filling stations in the nation would have three years to make the switch from gasoline to ethanol fuel. In fifteen years, the nation would be 100% free of gasoline-powered automobiles, and failure to comply would result in states being fined. After a brief but exhausting question-and-answer period, I again addressed the nation. “This fuel reform will be what saves our nation, and ultimately the world, from an energy crisis. It may seem inconvenient now, but the generations to come will ultimately live a better life without the pollution and expense created by an existence based upon gasoline-powered cars. The time has come for ethanol, the fuel of the future, to come into the spotlight. The future is now.”
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