Summary: A psychiatrist (Dr. Lawrence) gets trapped on an elevator with one of her new patients (Francesca). The patient subconsciously acts like an animal whenever someone around them says “uh” or “uhm”. However, the patient is in denial that she acts like this because she never remembers acting like an animal. 
FRANCESCA

Wait! Hold the elevator!
(Dr. Lawrence holds the door as Francesca stops running towards the elevator to tie her shoe.)
DR. LAWRENCE
It’s about time
FRANCESCA

 I know, I know…sorry.


DR. LAWRENCE

How long did you expect me to wait?
FRANCESCA

Why can’t you just be patient?


DR. LAWRENCE

What were you doing?

FRANCESCA

None of your business.

DR. LAWRENCE

You must be Francesca.

FRANCESCA

And you must be Dr. Lawrence. 

DR. LAWRENCE

Yes, yes I am, and as your new Psychiatrist, You’re going to have to start being honest with me. You obviously have issues and we will get nowhere if you do not begin to cooperate


FRANCESCA

Listen lady, you need to stop worrying about what I do with my time and start worrying about making me normal. What is normal, anyway?

DR. LAWRENCE

(Laughs) You tell me, Francesca. How do you define normal?
FRANCESCA

Long walks on the beach, waking up at 8 in the morning, using a microwave to blow up a cat. You know that old thing.

DR. LAWRENCE

Hmm…well if that’s normal for you, this is going to be easier than I thought. 
(Lights flicker and the actors fall to the ground as if suddenly the elevator stopped.)
FRANCESCA

Oh my god! What’s happened?

DR. LAWRENCE

I don’t know but lets just calm down. The elevator has probably just stopped and I’m sure they will send someone after us shortly. 

FRANCESCA

Well how long is shortly!?

DR. LAWRENCE

I…I don’t know. But let’s just go ahead and get started with our session to help pass the time. Uhm, where to begin? Alright, let’s start with a childhood memory. 
FRANCESCA

….cluck….cock-a-doodle-doo!

DR. LAWRENCE

 Pardon me?

FRANCESCA

 (pecks at the ground) bawck…
DR. LAWRENCE

Alright that’s enough messing around. 

FRANCESCA

 (begins to flap arms and walk around like a chicken.)

DR. LAWRENCE

 Well this is certainly entertaining but foolish nonetheless. 
FRANCESCA

(stares blankly at the Dr.)

DR. LAWRENCE

 (sternly) Uhm, Miss Francesca, frankly, I do not enjoy this joke and I did not go through 4 years of college at UK to be bawked at like a chicken. If I wanted that I could have gone to U of L
FRANCESCA

What are you talking about? Who is acting like a chicken?


DR. LAWRENCE

 (perplexed) Well you were. Just now, I promise. You bawking and flapping and just, just acting like a chicken.
FRANCESCA

 Hey Doc, I am the crazy one remember? So lay off all this “you were just a chicken” business.

DR. LAWRENCE

Well you obviously have bigger problems than I originally expected so let’s just get back to your childhood.
FRANCESCA

 Well, as a child I was fascinated with animals. I lived next to a zoo and walked their all the time and would sit and mimic all of the animals for hours.
DR. LAWRENCE

(interrupts) A-HA! So that’s why you were just acting like a chicken…
FRANCESCA

Can I please finish my story!? As I was saying, I would spend all day just watching the animals and making up stories about their lives. Like this one prairie dog named Mr. Muffin-pants. Mr. Muffin-pants was the CEO of a prairie dog talent agency and was always looking for the newest talent in the prairie dog world. He was a very successful prairie dog. 

DR. LAWRENCE

 uhhhh…..
FRANCESCA

 Bark….bark.

DR. LAWRENCE

 Oh no. 

FRANCESCA

grrrr…..

DR. LAWRENCE

Really? You’re really going to do this again?

FRANCESCA

gets on all fours and lifts up leg as if to pee on Dr. L like a dog)

DR. LAWRENCE

 Uhm…Stop it! Stop that this instant! 
FRANCESCA

 (stands up) Why was I just on the ground?

DR. LAWRENCE

 Why!? Because you were just acting like a dog and you were going to pee on me!

FRANCESCA

 That doesn’t sound like something I would do. 

DR. LAWRENCE

But it is something you did do! Nevermind, nevermind. I am beginning to believe that you had a rather strange childhood. Why did you always spend so much time at the zoo?
FRANCESCA

I just loved it. Something about being able to watch the animals go about their daily lives not having to worry about the things we humans worry about is so refreshing. It helped me to get away from my problems and just think. 
DR. LAWRENCE

Good, now we are getting somewhere. What problems were you trying to get away from?
Francesca

 Just normal problems: stress from school, grads, parents, etc.
DR. LAWRENCE

 Mmhmm. So did you ever act like animals when you were a kid?

FRANCESCA
Well ever since I was little, people would tell me all the time that I randomly act like animals. I don’t believe them though. I think that if I did act like an animal for any amount of time, I would remember it. 
DR. LAWRENCE

….surrre. 

