Introduction to play:

This play is about two people, a Union soldier named Daniel and a plantation owner’s daughter named Becca.  These two people fall in love secretly in Charleston, while the Civil War is taking place.  Things go downhill once Becca’s father is captured as a prisoner of war.

Characters:

Daniel Collier (Union soldier)- male, 23, officer in the Union Army and stationed at Camp Warren in Charleston, South Carolina.

Rebecca McFarland (Plantation owner’s daughter)- female, 21, daughter of the plantation owner who is very upset about her home being destroyed by the Union Army.

Setting: The front porch of the McFarland plantation in Charleston, South Carolina.  The story takes place during the Civil War from 1861 to 1865.  Display porch items such as a broom, rocking chair, etc.

SCENE ONE: FRONT PORCH

(Becca is sweeping the front porch and crying.  Daniel Enters.)

DANIEL

Why’s a face as pretty as yours wasting its time crying?  Let me see a smile.

BECCA

I don’t see how I can smile with all you Yankees runnin’ ‘round my mamma’s house.

DANIEL

Well, I apologize sincerely.  And if I had a choice, we wouldn’t be trampling over your property, Sweetheart.

BECCA

Sweetheart?  You don’t even know me, sir.

DANIEL

Then can I make anything better, Angel?

BECCA

Actually,yes.  Turn around. (Extend hand) Look at my home.  The fields are trampled and ruined by your camp.  All our fences are torn down.  With all your Yankee formalities, you certainly have no respect for property.

(Daniel stutters and can’t seem to think what to say.)

VOICE FROM OFFSTAGE

Hey
, Danny!  Found those supplies yet?

BECCA

Danny?

DANIEL

(To Becca) Daniel. (Yells offstage) Not yet!

BECCA

So, Daniel, not only are you ruining the plantation, but you’re trying to scrape the mere crumbs we have left out of our kitchen?

DANIEL

Darling, that’s not what I want to do at all.  We all have our orders.  But put those worries out of your mind.  Just start worrying about me and you.  Put your trust in this old guy in blue (Points to himself) I’ll take care of you.

BECCA

So you reckon yourself a poet? Hmmm?

DANIEL

Yes, ma’am.  I guess that all Union soldiers aren’t scoundrels like you assume.

BECCA

I’d have to see it to believe it.

DANIEL

Well, you shall see then, Miss ___________?

BECCA

Rebecca Faith Julietta McFarland.

DANIEL

Well, Miss Becca, have a little faith, like your name implies.

(Lights go down and come back up.  It’s another day.)

SCENE 2: FRONT PORCH

BECCA

How did you do it?

DANIEL

(Smiles)  Do what? May I ask?

BECCA

Was it you?  Why are these soldiers suddenly acting like gentlemen?

DANIEL

Becca, baby
, I told you that you could trust me.

BECCA

I can’t believe you did this for me.  I just want to know how?

DANIEL

Well, it wasn’t that hard at all.  After a few forceful negotiations and just a little arm twisting, the other officers finally recognized that the situation was getting out of hand.  We brought it before our General and he agreed it would be in the best interest of the United States of America if we stopped destroying our country’s beautiful farmland.

BECCA

Thank you very much, kind sir.  However, I wouldn’t consider this nation a united one at the moment… technically, Charleston is Confederate territory.

DANIEL

Honey, now’s not the time for politics!  (They both laugh) Have you been thinking about what I told you?

BECCA

Yes.

(Lights go down again.)

SCENE 3: FRONT PORCH

(Daniel enters the front porch.  Becca hastily appears from across stage.)

BECCA

(Yelling) Daniel, Daniel! What am I supposed to do?  What is my family supposed to do?  My father, my father… (breaks down into sobs) 

DANIEL

Becca, calm down.  What are you talking about?

BECCA

They’ve taken him prisoner.

DANIEL

On what charge?  Did they explain why they’ve incarcerated him?

BECCA

Took him as a prisoner of war.  They say he is a traitor.  What does that mean… is he in danger?

DANIEL

I don’t know what I can do about this one, baby.  But—

BECCA

(Interrupts) What do you mean?!  You said you would always help me!  I need your help!  My whole family needs your help—

DANIEL

(Interrupts) But… for the life of me…I will try.  I promise with all my heart that your father will remain unharmed.

BECCA

(Running to Daniel and hugging him)  Thank you. I know I can trust you.

(Lights go down)

SCENE 4: FRONT PORCH

BECCA

It’s about time.

DANIEL

I know, I know…sorry.

BECCA

How long did you expect me to wait?

DANIEL

Why can’t you just be patient?

BECCA

What were you doing?

DANIEL

(Jokingly/Flirtatiously) None of your business.

BECCA

How can you be joking right now?  Is this not serious enough for you?  I thought I mattered to you.

DANIEL

Okay, no more jokes.  I just have good news for you, Darling.

BECCA

(Excitedly) Really?  What have you found out?

DANIEL

One of my good buddies 
is guarding your father’s cell.  Now… Frankie can be easily bribed, but he doesn’t need to think he’s being taken advantage of.  If we can make him believe that you only wish to visit your father, he’ll grant you access.  But, really, we will be taking action to release your father.

BECCA

Wonderful!  Do you really think it will work?

DANIEL

I sure hope so, sweetheart.  It’s our only shot we have at it.  

BECCA

But what about you?  Can you get in trouble doing this?

DANIEL

That’s the thing.  I can make the plans, but you’re going to have to carry them out.  My name can not be brought up in any way.  I don’t want to desert my post, fighting for a country I believe in.  If they find out that I am involved then they will hang me.

BECCA

(In awe) Daniel, I can’t believe you are doing this for me.  If only this stupid war weren’t going on…

DANIEL

If this stupid war weren’t going on we would have never met.

BECCA

I still don’t understand.  I haven’t done anything for you, but you’ve done everything for me.

DANIEL

The minute I saw your pretty face, I knew that I wanted to do everything for you.  Your tears broke my heart that first day.  

(Cross to hug each other.  Lights go down.)

SCENE 5: BECCA SITTING OFF TO THE SIDE, WITH A JOURNAL

BECCA

(Reading and writing in journal
) 

�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��how are you going to do this with just two actors?


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��I don’t see someone saying “baby” in this fashion in 1864.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Again with the language—buddies isn’t a word people would say at this time.


�PAGE \# "'Page: '#'�'"  ��Question here about the too frequent scene changes.  There are 5 in 5 pages.





