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Ward 1 Alley Cat Coalition
In Washington, DC, thousands of cats and kittens are euthanized each year at great cost to the city (see Washington Post article, 6/27/2000, “Shelters Face Higher Cost For Disposal of Carcasses”).  Thousands more are tortured or starve or freeze to death.  You can help prevent the feline abuse, starvation and overpopulation problem right in your very own neighborhood by joining our cause and participate in being part of a humane, community-based solution.  

Careless and violent people abuse cats daily while many people abandon their cats when they are tired of them thus adding to the overpopulation of cats.  We can all work together to prevent the pain and suffering of our feline friends and to control the overpopulation problem.  The purpose of the Ward 1 Alley Cat Coalition is to protect and prevent abuse of alley cats and to end feline overpopulation through neighborhood-based care and control of healthy cat colonies including spay/neutering, medicating and feeding..

Humane population control includes trap-neuter-release (TNR).  Alley Cat Allies (www.alleycat.org) and the Feral Cat Coalition (www.feralcat.com) have proved that it is more cost effective to TNR than to perform massive killings in city pounds.  Review the research or get more information from these organizations’ web sites.  

Ward 1 Alley Cat Coalition will work under the auspices of Metro Ferals, a 501(c)(3) organization.  You can assist and participate in a number of different ways:

1. Donate money for spay/neutering/medication (or donate food): Cash or check. Make your check payable to Metro Ferals and annotate on the memo section of the check for Ward 1Alley Cats.  You can mail your contribution or have a Coalition volunteer pick it up. (See list below)

2. Trap cats for spaying/neutering: Cats can be taken to the low cost clinic held every second and fourth Sunday at the Petworth Animal Hospital.  Dr. Thornberg performs the surgery and Metro Ferals provides technical support and vaccine materials.  Contact a Coalition volunteer for more information on trapping.

3. Adopt an alley cat colony: Healthy, infertile cats decrease euthanization costs and add value to our neighborhoods by deterring the rodent proliferation. Choose a particular area and feed and water the cats regularly.  Try to ensure that they have some warm, safe hiding places during the winter.

4. Adopt or become a foster parent: Take one or more cats (or a litter of kittens) into your home and heart either permanantly or caring for them until they can be matched with the best home.  You would provide food, litter, shelter, and most of all, love.

5. Transport cats: You can transport cats and kittens to adoption centers.  Also, if there are too many felines in any one area, you can help relocate them to safe country homes or refuges. 

6. Pass on these facts: The Petworth Clinic makes available low cost spay/neuter/medication fees for alley cats. Cats need moist food and water daily.  Do not to use (flea) collars particularly on kittens because the collars will cause severe neck injuries. A tipped left ear shows that a cat was neutered.

7. Report Abuse: If you see someone or someone’s dog attacking a cat or for other types of abuse, please contact the police or the DC Humane Society at 723-5730. (It is a felony to let your dog attack another animal or person.). 
8. Join the Ward 1 Alley Cat eGroups at www.egroups.com/group/ward1alleycats.
To make a contribution, get more information, join our list serve or become a Coalition volunteer:

Please join our eGroup: http://www.egroups.com/group/ward1alleycats
Mail: PO Box 45298-5298, Washington DC 20026-5298

Outreach Volunteers: Gary: 202-667-1294, Holly: dcholly@hotmail.com, Marquerite: margeet@hotmail.com
Website: www.geocities.com/ward1alleycats

