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Introduction

Vigyan Shiksha Kendra (VSK) is a voluntary, non-profiteering, non-political organisation registered under Societies' Registration Act 21, 1860 ( No. 7148/1980-81). VSK is also registered under Foreign Contribution Regulation  Act ( Ministry of Home Affairs ) Govt. of India (Registration No. 136280003 dated  13/2/1985). 

VSK was set up during 1973-74 and was reconstituted in 1980-81. The founders were young scientists fom IIT, Kanpur  &  Delhi ,  Univerisities of Allahabad and Sagar.etc.  The  work was initiated  in 1974. As it grew  changes took place and priorities had to be fixed from time to time depending upon the situation and need of the society. The original  plan of work was regularly  reviewed  and made  effective through appropriate inputs.

We believe in comprehensive approach  towards development. For us self- reliance is the very  value of life and peoples' participation and decentralization in governance  as the functional requirement towards building a civil  democracy.  With all our energies and resources, we strive for a freedom loving , responsibility-based ,  self-confident and a just society. 

Present objectives of VSK are as follows:

· To help to build up scientific attitude amongst people and prepare an environment conducive to popular science movement (PSM)  in the state of Uttar Pradesh;

· To work for conscientization , education and development of the people;

· To develop and popularize appropriate science and technology in the villages and to organize a proper  technology  delivery system;

· To inspire the administration and the scientists for taking  up rural development work and studies;

· To initiate and manage educational institutions at primary, secondary and higher levels aiming at innovation, experimentation, and self reliance.

BACKGROUND
The activities initiated by VSK  during  its formative  years   were as follows:

1. Introduction of discovery –oriented approach in  science-teaching:

Curriculum of science and teaching  methodology at school level  were  reviewed. Efforts were made to make it relevant to village life . The existing pattern of book-based, non-interactive science teaching makes  it alien to people’s lives , therefore it has   no real  meaning for the society . Under this scheme of working the  subject matter is divided into several small learning segments and related simple experiments are designed to be performed by the students. Experiments are planned to use  mostly locally  available resources. Each experiment is carefully done; the students are  asked to observe keenly and note  down   results in their notebook. These results are then discussed with their teacher   for developing understanding about that particular subject. 

In fact basic  aim of science learning for students  is to explore and understand rather than accumulate facts and figures  in mind all the year round to download at examinations. Such a   learning should apply to entire educational process i.e to all subjects of study  and learning-methodology should follow discovery-oriented approach i.e. learning by doing.

One of the initial activity of VSK was to introduce such learning process in some secondary schools of Banda district. Teachers were duly  trained, administrators  convinced and students  exposed. We started with science curriculum but once students started enjoying this learning process they demanded such  exercise in other similar subjects of study.     

The process was initially  supported by NCERT, Govt. of India.

2.  Popularization of science and  scientific methods amongst  masses:

Efforts were made also in village-society  to initiate process of questioning the existing situation, lack of education, poverty, and social evils in order to  understand the underlying  causes. In groups we discussed such questions and also organized villagers’ and youths’ get together from time to time.

Agriculture was reviewed   and scientific methods were discussed with  farmers.  Occasionally scientists from Kanpur and Allahabad participated in these meetings in order to guide them towards relevant techniques. 

Waste- utilization was one of the important   themes which gave us opportunity of thinking of organic composts and the rice-husk based cements (ASHMOH) a product  developed by  renowned metallurgist  Prof. P.C.Kapur of IIT/ Kanpur.

An effort was made to initiate an Agro-Industrial School at AAU village near Atarra  town  in order to prepare students and the youth of the area towards self-employment.

An important outcome of such   efforts was  awareness-building amongst  scheduled caste- landless communities  of these villages and change in their attitude and behaviour  of other segment of the society. Women’s uprising later  in these areas  also had root in our efforts of promoting comprehensive developmental process.    

3.  Socio-economic study of villages in order to formulate  strategy for     

    development:

An important activity in the beginning of the work was undertaking a  base-line survey of the associated fifteen villages in two clusters. Purpose   of this exercise was to understand the existing socio-economic situation , health condition,  educational status and the available resources and the potential of the area.  Outcome of this survey   gave   VSK  a preliminary  line of working in the villages. 

This exposure changed   VSK’s  previous  concept of working as an institution . More emphasis   was then placed on building local  youth-organizations  to work as catalytic groups  and  promoting  and enabling rural development through people’s own efforts rather than through externally acting forces.

4. Agro-industrial education  & training on the processes based on locally 

   available resources and wastes etc.:

A plan was chalked out in order to promote   following activities in future and all  efforts   were directed to seek assistance  for taking  up such action-plan :

· Training in agriculture, agro-processing, bio-gas technology, machine-work and maintenance, rice-husk based cements and cement-products, dairy and other traditional trades,

· Village-service centers managed by landless youth for agriculture, input-supply, and surplus-marketing,

· Organising small farmers and the landless community to struggle against   their exploitation  and start managing their own affairs through self-reliant  measures.

· Respecting locally existing  human as well as material/ natural  resources and its conservation and  promoting cottage industries  and  utilization of wastes etc.

PAST ACTIVITIES   ( 1980-1995)

Between 1980  and 1995  VSK went through  three distinct phases of activities  gradually increasing its experience, coverage and influence  in the field of rural transformation, brief points are described as follows:

1980 – 1985:

· Taking up a clear stand of working with and for landless and poor peasants,

· Preparing youth for village leadership   , upkeep of people’s health  and peasants’ organizational  work,

· Studying land and environmental issues:  land-alienation, landlessness & land-reforms  and  effect of dams over people’s lives, deforestation, people’s right over forests and common property resources etc.

· Establishing ASHMOH- Training-cum-Production Centre  for training potential users of this technology ( with support from NRDC (Govt. of India),  NOVIB (Holland) and OXFAM (UK),

· Organic Agriculture and Energy plantation etc.

· Initiating children’s school to work on primary educational process appropriate to village life.

1986-1990:

· Work on people’s technology Programme ( PTP); TM-village campus turned into Rural Technology Resource-Centre with support from CAPART (Govt. of India),

· RTDT centre initiated at Atarra with material support from NRDC (Govt. of India)

· Survey of traditional rural technologies prevalent in seven northern states  namely : Himachal Pradesh , Haryana, Rajasthan, M.P. ,U.P., Bihar, and West Bengal was conducted and a comprehensive report was brought out.

· Helped to constitute Lok Swasthya Parampara Samvardhan Samithy  (LSPSS), a national network  to revitalize the local health traditions in India, having its office at Coimbatore (TN).

· Networked like minded organizations and shared responsibilities of organizations like VHAI, UPVHA, VANI, UPVAN and GAV  (Gramadharit Vikas Abhiyan) etc ,

· Worked as a nodal agency for   CAPART and CSWB; organizing training programmes  to help  other voluntary organizations of U.P. and nearby states,

· Introduced  MAHILA SAMAKHYA sponsored by Ministry of Education, Govt. of India   in Banda district and handed it over to Govt. of U.P. after running the programme for six initial months,

· Organised traditional health practitioners of Bundelkhand region (spread across  U.P. and M.P. states). 

1990-1996:

· Self-Reliance became the key-factor during these and following years; all efforts were directed towards  building up such an  atmosphere in  villages through multiple ways,

· Strengthening  local health traditions through promoting get-together and organizations of  Traditional Health Practitioners in several states like U.P., M.P., Bihar, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Assam, and  Manipur etc. 

· Organizing and  training hundreds of rural women belonging particularly to the scheduled caste community for various fruit-preservation and food-processing techniques in order to enable them to earn livelihood as well as due respect in the society,  

· Coordinating relief to several thousand affected people of nearly 68 villages and few towns  during the unprecedented floods of Banda district in the year 1992.

· Served as technical back-up unit  (TBU) for NEDA (UP) to promote energy saving devices and environment-friendly technologies in villages,

· Promoted organic farming techniques including  vermi-composting, seed-improvement, and conservation of traditional practices,

PRECEDING  SIX  YEARS

1996 to 2001

Major activities during preceding six years i.e. from 1996 to 2001 are  briefly described as follows:

1.  Study of Problems of Water and its potential in

     Bundelkhand region:  

During  April 1995 - March 1998,  VSK in a bid to study the natural resources of Bundelkhand ,  involved itself in studying and collecting facts and figures on the problems and potential of water  in this  geo-physical and cultural region   comprising nearly 15 districts of U.P. and M.P. states. 

As an interim event  a conference of scientists, social activists, panchayat- representatives, village youths, and administrators was organized  at Jhansi ( in the campus of IGFRI) on 10-12 March 1996  (reported elsewhere).  This phase of activity was supported by OXFAM (INDIA) , Indo-German Social Service Society and FORRAD, New Delhi. A report based on  proceedings of this conference was published under title : JAL BICH MEEN PIYASI (in Hindi). 

The study was further extended in association with CRDT, IIT/Delhi  and sponsored by  Rajiv Gandhi National Drinking Water Mission, Govt. of India. People's perceptions recorded during survey and field studies conducted jointly by IIT/Delhi and VSK,/Banda formed the primary source of information. A publication   under title “ Problems and Potentials of Bundelkhand with special reference to Water Resource Base” was brought out  in  1998 –99 .  This historic publication first of its kind covering entire Bundelkhand was released by Hon’ble Governer of Uttar Pradesh, Shri Suraj Bhan  on 17th May 1999 and welcome by all concerned - official as well as non-official sectors. 

 2.   Swavalambi Mahila Sangh ( SMS) towards organising and training    

             rural women in different income-generation techniques:
      Women belonging  to  villages  around  Tindwari who  were   trained earlier   for  income generation activities like fruit- preservation and food-processing were reorganized under Swavalambi Mahila Sangh ( SMS)  . Some  women of another village, Pailani who were traditional fibre-weavers  also became active members of  SMS.  A  group of Muslim women of Banda learning  JARI- embroidery techniques too came forward  to become SMS-members. All of them were extended  short-term loans to boost their production activity. VSK also  assisted them by providing marketing assistance .This programme initiated with a CAPART-DANIDA  support  during  1990-1992 ,  later achieved remarkable success with loans and support from RMK and the IGSSS.

        3. Organising and Training  Traditional Healers  in order to revitalize

      
Indian traditional health practices:

      Initiated over ten years ago jointly with Lok Swasthya Parampara Samvardhan Samithi (LSPSS), Coimbatore, VSK initiated this work related to strengthening and revitalizing the traditional health practice in Uttar Pradesh. 

      In its earlier phase ( 1988-1991) CAPART had helped VSK to initiate the task of organising Vaidyas, train young vaidyas, identify and collect herbs , initiate herbal gardening, document available resources and preparation of herbariums along with publication of local materia-medica etc. In addition  preparation of simple herbal medicines from mostly locally available  medicinal plants and materials  was taken up. Later this project was extended in order to strengthen related activities like training of young vaidyas, organisation and  revitalization of vaidya-sabha , herbal gardening, maintenance of clinics , setting up a pharmacy and publication of relevant books and video-documentation of traditional health practitioners in LSPSS-areas.

A pharmacy was built at Tindwari . This programme had an impressive result of building a congenial atmosphere in this region promoting traditional healing at the primary level  and bringing back people's respect towards local health practitioners in the villages. 

.
4.  Self-Reliant Community Health  Programme:

During 1997 VSK-pharmacy Jeevaniya-Rasayanshala ( JRS)  was granted U.P. Govt.'s licence for manufacturing some 30 classical formulations. The medicines prepared so far were earlier distributed during village-fairs, flood-victims, and school-children through rural clinics of Terahi-muafi (Tindwari) and Atarra. After Jeevaniya Ayurvedic Chikitsalaya ( JAC) started working in 1998, these medicines formed major items for being dispensed at  the  out-patient- counter of the hospital. 

Simultaneously  we   proposed a  scheme  of  organising   community   health   around the nucleus JAC  and JRS   and a  programme of training village health workers drawn from the associated villages was taken up. The traditional health practitioners were motivated to come together regularly and exchange their experiences. The community health  programme  was planned  to  run on people's contributory  premium of almost Re. 1.00 per day per family  in cash or  kind.  The health of these  families  was to   be assured by our physicians by way of providing them monthly check-up by home-visiting alongwith priority-service at the hospital. 

Valuable support for two years was  received from IGSSS  (New Delhi)  which paved the way to this ambitious programme  . Enormous experience was gained through this process.

Health For Masses (HFM):

HFM was the natural extension of the above programme. Basic  aim of this  programme  is  to  create  a   condition  in the  villages where disease is dealt with at its  infancy  and simple  ailments  are  not  allowed to take serious  shape,  which  has been   the common  practice  in  villages. Village   women and  students are being trained  for understanding  preliminary ailments and preparing very  simple  local  herbs-based  formulations  to  tackle  these primary health problems.  A disease-free  society  is  what  we strive for through our efforts.

The traditional  knowledge about simple diseases , its causes  and simple cures by using commonly available herbs within the village and spices  used in kitchen  can transform the overall health situation of rural society. We have come to conclusion that  the traditional Indian system of medicine and health-upkeep is so simple and decentrallised that  one can really dream of a disease free society.

5. Developing Organic Farming and Vermi-composting Process: 

Organic Farming is the process of cultivation  using organic inputs like FYM & composts, traditional seeds, manual or bullock operated tools and ploughs etc. This was pursued here at our farm along with various techniques of composting   and seed conservation. During the period under report VERMI-composting  through epogee earthworms was also  mastered. This  process initiated here during 1992  with support and training provided by  Professor M.R. Bhiday of Pune   has been pursued by us all along on our own. A one year promotive grant from FORRAD, New Delhi during 1996-97, however,  helped us to make certain important experiments with this process . During this time  such local earth-worms were identified which were of slightly lighter colour  and  found to act on garbage like  the other ones brought  from Pune.

Several   training programmes on vermi-composting and organic farming  were organized here for farmers as well as the voluntary organizations  partially supported by OXFAM (India), FORRAD (New Delhi) and  ACTION AID through NAVDANYA, New Delhi  etc.   

Our efforts of  organic  farming  included all types of  crops being  reaped  in this area like seasonal food-grains, pulses, and oilseeds, and also perennial fruit trees and herbs etc. This proved to be an important activity having potential to  guide farmers in future . A   research  farm based at Terahi-muafi village in Banda district popularly known as  Kisan Vigyan  Kendra ( Farmers’ Science Centre)  has  been  the centre  of such activities. The TM-KVK is equipped with a 3.5 acre farm duly fenced along with a dug-well fitted with irrigation- pump , VERMI- and  NADEP-composting pits and  bio-gas plants. One of the biogas plants is attached with latrines in the campus in order to utilise  human excreta also for productive purpose.The methane gas so formed is used for cooking while the slurry  goes as direct feed to earthworms.. The   farm  has two  small  ponds  to  retain  the  excess  rain- and irrigation drain-water. The KVK remains centre of attraction of the local farmers throughout the year.

6. Efforts towards Self-Reliant Primary Education

 
Inspite of State’s commitment and repeated declarations , primary education to children is not yet universal. The village schools   render hopeless scenario where teachers are mostly  irregular, irresponsible   and self-seeking. In    addition, the    whole   teaching process including the curriculum has been   inappropriate so far as societal needs are concerned. . 

VSK initiated a school at location  having enormous poor rural population .  We  have  introduced   several  innovations and topics of study making it relevant and appropriate for the rural children .  Self-reliance  is  being  promoted  as  major value  and the  traditional knowledge as the founding base of education. 

The highlight of this school is the  opportunity available to students  to learn many income-saving and also generating techniques and trades like: knowledge of common health problems and its cures, herbal collection and simple  preparations, fruit preservation, food processing,  organic farming, cultivation of herbs,  nursery-raising, mechanical workshop practices, and also  home-crafts exclusively for  girls.  A three-year support from NEG-IGSSS  has helped VSK to stabilize  this programme which has great potential in future.    

7. Organising SWAJAL in the villages of Banda district:

SWAJAL project was implemented by VSK during its phase III -programme in Banda district to help provision of safe drinking water and initiate village-sanitation  in  problem-stricken villages  Amallakhpur (Moody), and Bariyari, the two remote villages   situated  in difficult inaccessible locations in  Naraini  tehsil. This project  was  supported by  Govt. of  U.P. through a   W.B. assisted SWAJAL project. 

 
8.  Organic cultivation & semi-processing of high value    

           medicinal  plants involving rural women.   

Kisan Vigyan Kendra of VSK   has become the nucleus of activities related to cultivation of medicinal plants and herbs involving  rural  women  of Banda district, the SMS members, and also other farmers  aiming to   earn extra income from herbal cultivation. Effort is being directed towards educating  male  members for  such income-generating activities along with their  women counterparts.   Nursery of important   plants is  raised annually to be  distributed  to members of SMS . Also seeds of certain herbs like aswagandha and kewanch etc. have been given to them for direct plantation.  

The SMS- women   groups who have  been  working  with  us   so  far  are  mostly landless, while  plantation  and  cultivation  of  herbs  needs ownership of land and minimum irrigation source. Also initiating a new cropping pattern needs certain risk on the part of conventional farmers. Unless proper  sales  and  income  are assured the farming families do not come forward.  VSK  at  present is  involved  in  demonstration-cultivation of the medicinal plants and also marketing  arrangement  so that farmers and the SMS members could develop confidence on medicinal plantation.

IMPORTANT EVENTS   

(1995  Onwards)
1. CONFERENCE ON WATER PROBLEMS OF BUNDELKHAND  AND ITS SOLUTION:
As  mentioned,  this conference was organized on 10-12 March 1996 participated by people from all  Bundelkhand districts  at Indian  Grassland and  Fodder Research Institute, Jhansi  .The conference was inaugurated by Shri P.D. Sudhakar,I.A.S., then commissioner of Jhansi while Shri Sunder Lal Bahuguna , well-known environmentalist from Himalayas delivered the key-note address as the  chief guest . 

This three day-conference was an occasion where problems of Bundelkhand region were discussed in detail; the proceedings of the conference  was later published under title  “ Jal Bich Meen Piyasi” in Hindi.  

2. NORTH INDIAN GET TOGETHER OF TRADITIONAL HEALTH-PRACTITIONERS:

A north-regional get-together  of traditional health practitioners participated by over 135 representatives and resource-persons from the states of U.P., M.P., Bihar, Rajasthan, Delhi, and Himachal Pradesh and observers from the states of Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, and Tamilnadu  , was held on 26 –28 September 1997.  This gave an opportunity for the traditional health practitioners,  shastriya vaidyas and socially active groups  of these states  to come together and discuss the problems and plan for greater coordination through LSPSS at respective state-level.

A comprehensive report was prepared  based on the proceedings of this get-together  and was   circulated to members.

3. TRAINING WORKSHOP ON ORGANIC FARMING:

A three day workshop  for training farmers in organic farming  was organized  during 11-13 October 1999 which was participated by nearly 100 farmers from  all over U.P. This programme sponsored by NAVDANYA-ACTION AID  was inaugurated by  District Magistrate of Banda .Dr. Om Prakash Shrivastava from B.H.U., Varanasi, Dr. Priti Joshi from Bhopal , Shri Ashok Yemani ( Navdanya)  and Sh. Bhauram of VSK acted as resource persons. Dr. Bharatendu Prakash conducted the programme.

     4. BUNDELKHAND REGIONAL VAIDYA-KARIGAR PANCHAYAT:

Regional  get-together of vaidyas and traditional artisans was organized by VSK on 23-24 October 1998 participated by over forty representatives  from various Bundelkhand districts. Well-known vaidya  Mahant  Shri Purushottam Das  of Chitrakoot was the chief guest during this important event. He also inaugurated the get-together. This event was supported by KVIC, Mumbai.

A separate report of the event has been prepared and circulated.

5.  FUTURE OF VOLUNTARISM IN THE PRESENT SCENARIO:

12th anniversary of Vikasbhai’s demise (29th December 1999)    was devoted to organising  a get –together  of social activists of Bundelkhand ; the theme of discussion was  ‘ future of voluntarism in the  present scenario’ . It was brought to focus that money, professionalism, and Govt.’s interference/ influence are  mounting pressure these days over the voluntary work. The most needed  sensitive heart in the social and developmental  process seems to be totally missing.

Voluntary organization in the shape of NGO is turning sluggish and un-concerned   almost similar to  any other body ;the spontaneous voluntarism is facing danger  which is not a healthy outcome of any civil society . This situation must change and voluntarism, the very essence of Indian social developmental process must be re-established.   

6.  VAIDYA-MELA  ORGANISED AT TINDWARI:

Several events of get-together of traditional healers of Banda and surrounding districts were organized in the month of September 1998, March 1999, September 1999, and February 2000. Hundreds of traditional healers , some renowned Ayurvedic practitioners ( vaidyas)  and thousands of village people participated in these fairs . Along with get-together of all concerned, Swasthya Yagnya were performed to convince people of need of healthy environment for healthy living.  Locally available herbs and medicinal plants were introduced to people in order to make them aware of the importance of these simple but useful resources.

The fair of February 2000 gave some concrete shape to Janpad Vaidya Panchayat   which is likely to  promote  the traditional healers and the inexpensive way for keeping people healthy. 

        7. Seminar on SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT UNDER   SANATANA CONCEPT :

A three day seminar ( 16-18 February 2001)  to discuss  social work and the development process in India  particularly tracing its  origin in the sanatana Concept  was organized at VSK- which was participated by nearly fifty scholars, social workers, research-students and professors  . The resource persons during seminar were  Dr. Bharat Jhunjhunwala, Pt. Sheo Balak  Prasad Tripathi, and Swami Bhagwadacharya   while the programme was conducted by Dr. Bharatendu Prakash. 

This seminar was sponsored by  M/s Motilal Bhimraj Trust of  Delhi and hosted at Kisan Vigyan Kendra, Terahi-Muafi, Banda.   

VSK’s  CONTRIBUTION TO DEVELOPMENT FIELD

Promoted and Participated in Networking 

of 

U.P.Voluntary Health Association, Lucknow

Voluntary Health Association of India, New Delhi

Partners’ Council of India

Lok Swasthya Parampara Samvardhan Samiti, Coimbatore

Voluntary Action Network Iindia, New Delhi

And multiple efforts towards

Voluntary Action Networking in U. P. State

Contributed and Inspired key-organisers in establishing:

· Krishi Audyogik Vidyalaya, Aau (Banda)

· Abhiyan, Atarra (Banda)

· Samarpan Jan Kalyan Samiti,  Konch  (Jalaun) 

· Yuva Vikas evam Prashikshan Sansthan, Atarra (Banda)

· Yuva Prashikshan evam Vikas Kendra ,Banda

· Shri RBL Adhyatmik Dharmartha Samiti, Allahabad

· Gramonnati Sansthan, Mahoba

· Bundelkhand  Vikas Samiti, Damoh

· Naya Savera, Terahi-muafi  ( Banda)

· Paryavaran Ashrem, Jaunpur

· Mahila Samakhya in Banda District

· Vasudeo Rural Support Centre,Allahabad

· Paryavaran Evam Prodyogiki Utthan Sansthan, Allahabad

· Jeevaniya Society, Lucknow

· Chitrakoot Gramodaya Vishwavidyalaya, Chitrakoot

· Gram Unmesh Sansthan, Banda

· M/s Mahila Fal  Sanrakshan Prashodhan Evam Utpadan sahkari    Samiti,  Terahimuafi (Banda)

SPONSORING FRIENDS

( 1995 onwards)

OXFAM (India) Society, Lucknow

Indo-German Social Service Society, New Delhi

FORRAD, New Delhi

Rajiv Gandhi National Drinking Water Mission, Govt. of India, New Delhi

Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi

Rashtriya Mahila Kosh, Govt. of India, New Delhi

National Education Group, New Delhi

Department of Science Technology, Govt. of India, New Delhi

KVIC, MUMBAI

SWAJAL-PROJECT ,  Govt. of Uttar Pradesh

NAVDANYA, New Delhi

Shri K.N. Sharma, Fine Art Studio, Agra

M/s Motilal Bhimraj Trust,  Delhi

MAJOR  CONCERNS  OF  VSK

Revitalization of Healthy Traditions

Development of People’s  Technologies

Natural  Resource  Conservation

Environment-friendly Planning and Management

Sustainable Agriculture

Self-reliant Education

Self-reliance in Food, Health, and Employment

Democratic Functioning of Village-Councils (Panchayats)

Empowerment of Women

Universal care of Children, Disables, and Elders

Promotion of Mutually Responsible Mechanism of Society-Institutions

INFRASTRUCTURE

Vigyan Shiksha Kendra  has gradually developed itself as an innovative educational, agriculture-, health - and  technological resource centre capable of handling documentation, research & development , demonstration & training , treatment and consultancy in area of traditional knowledge, practices, and people’s technologies. Through its wide and long experience of working with people on the aspects of environment-friendly   planning, management  and studies, VSK  has developed its own concept and model of rural development  where women, children and the vulnerable communities have definite positive role to play in gaining their self-reliant and confident place in  society.  

The four campuses of VSK each equipped with relevant facilities to meet different needs of people on  different aspects of work  are as follows: 

BANDA:

Banda works  as central office and coordinating center for all the activities spread within this and other districts of Bundelkhand region.  This office is equipped with all necessary facilities like printing, duplicating, photocopying, computers along with faxing and internet- connectivity  and is capable of serving as a regional communication and documentation center.  Banda has a rented office located on  the national highway no. 76  in the Civil Line-area very near to Rly. Station and the Govt. roadways stop.

ATARRA:

Atarra is our registered office ( though  all office-activities have been transferred to Banda campus) but more than that it is known for its technological resource-centre  located  at a very prominent  place alongside the National Highway no 76 east of Atarra at 3.5 km distance from the main town, and an innovative school of primary - upper primary level created for poor village communities surrounding this centre. 

TERAHI-MUAFI:

TM  houses VSK’s organic farm,  herbal garden, food-processing and preservation centre equipped with   a laboratory,  pharmacy, one composite  bio-gas plant  and vermi-composting unit  and promotes comprehensive  organic farming  of food as well as the herbs.  Demonstration  along with production  and in-process training of farmers and women’ groups are regularly organized in this campus.  This is popularly known as Kisan Vigyan Kendra  ( Farmers’ Science Centre)        

 TINDWARI:

Tindwari campus houses Jeevaniya Ayurvedic Chikitsalaya ( a hospital based on traditional health practices ( Ayurveda : the ancient science of life). This center promotes health consciousness amongst masses by way of popularizing health education amongst rural  people, training  village health workers to learn basic exercise of making a diagnosis of common ailments,   simple science of healing in order to assist village community for healthy living. This center   extends curative service to the serious and chronic patients visiting the hospital from associated villages. Proper consultancy is provided in case of very serious illnesses which need higher intervention immediately.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH

We request all like minded  people to associate and join hands towards fulfilling the  objectives paving   way  towards  promoting an effective  civil    society   giving  equal   opportunity   to  poor  and  oppressed  for sustainable growth and progress.

We welcome you as well-wisher and supporting pillar for  achieving these goals

Heartfelt thanks to you for going through this report  with patience.

Please communicate to  us at the following address:

Convener 
Vigyan Shiksha Kendra 
Civil Lines, Banda 210001 
U.P. INDIA

Telephone: 0091- 5192 – 24587

e-mail:  vskbanda@yahoo.com
                              URL:  http://geocities.com/vsk_banda
                                Dr. Bharatendu Prakash
                                   CONVENER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

                                                      August   2001
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