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Story #1 

Do All You Can
The woman entered the room where the party was going on and reverently kneeled down in front of Jesus.  She brought a very expensive bottle of perfume with her and proceeded with pouring it onto His feet.  Then she took her own long flowing hair and wiped Christ’s feet with it.  The sweet fragrance of the oil filled the whole house.  All of a sudden, every one in the room heard Judas Iscariot complaining loudly, saying: “Why this waste of perfume?  It could have been sold for more than 300 pieces of silver and the money given to the poor.”  Jesus showed disappointment in the statement of His disciple.  Judas Iscariot judged her action from a monetary viewpoint.  His practical mind turned the worth of a sacred love into a common exchange of silver bars.  If everyone looked at life through a materialistic perspective, then they would not be able to appreciate the special meaning of gratitude, respect, and love!
The woman came to Christ with a heart full of gratitude.  She was thankful to God because her sins were forgiven.  She showed respect by kneeling down and using her own hair to wipe His feet.  Her actions were considered peculiar by human standards.  She was able to think of those special actions only because her heart was full of love and she did not hesitate to carry them out.  She understood that the Lord was not going to be around on this earth much longer because He was going to die.  Therefore she used the most expensive perfume to honor Him without calculation or hesitation even though she could have sold the perfume and use the money to feed her family for a whole year.  Love was the motive for her action.  Indeed, she did all that she could.
Today, many people believe in God but very few people truly love Him.  In the small number of those who love God, even a smaller number would do everything within their power to glorify Him. Perhaps the gratefulness in our heart, the sense of reverence toward God, or the love we have for Him is not sufficient for us to perform “wasteful” actions to honor Him.  We often calculate our gains even though we say we love Him!  Let us serve God with all our ability.
When we truly love another person, we are ready to do everything we can to bring happiness to them
“She did what she could.” Mark 14:8

Based on the Bible story found in John 12: 1-8

Story #2

Should We Throw Him Overboard?
The weather was perfect with blue sky and bright shining sun when the ship left port.  But within minutes, dark clouds covered the entire atmosphere, the wind picked up, and a violent storm formed.  The experienced sailors knew that this storm was not an ordinary storm.  They decided to find out the reason why the gods were angry by casting lots to see who the culprit was. The lots fell on Jonah.  
Jonah did not hesitate to confess that he was the reason why God was angry.  He told the people that he must be thrown overboard before the sea would calm down!  But who would have the courage to perform that difficult task?  Who could be so heartless as to throw a human being into the raging sea?  Even though the sailors knew Jonah was telling the truth, they did not want to throw Jonah overboard.  They tried everything including throwing their cargo overboard to lighten the load; tried to heading back toward land, but nothing worked.  They delayed as long as they could.  Finally, they had no choice but to throw Jonah overboard in order to save the lives of the other people. The minute Jonah sank into the water, the raging storm became calm, the dark cloud disappeared, and the sun came out.
Sometime, sin is the reason for our calamity.  God often reminds us to repent by allowing trials to come our way.  We can only have true peace with God when we boldly turn away from our sinful ways.  But how do we often act? At times, we do not have enough courage to sever the sins that we love, the sins we keep deep within our heart.  At times, we do not want to throw our sins overboard and we linger in our sinful ways.  We keep on hoping that our problems will become lighter and things will work out.  But to walk with God, we must quickly throw our sinful ways overboard as early as possible.
Only, when what God ask of us is in conflict with what we want, can our obedience to Him be truly measured.
“Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm.  I know that it is my fault that this great storm has come upon you”.  Instead the men did their best to row back to land.  But they could not, for the sea grew even wilder than before.” Jonah 1: 12-13.

Based on the Bible story found in Jonah 1
Story #3
The Hands that Pushed Away the Stone

The big stone was slowly being pushed to the side.  The whole stone was chiseled so it would cover the opening of the tomb perfectly.  In Jesus time, the above average and the rich were buried in tombs that were carved out of the side of mountains.  But why did the people have to push the stone away?  Didn’t they know that in the tomb there was a body that was buried four days ago already?
Jesus knew perfectly well that the body was decomposing, sending out really bad odors.  That was exactly what He wanted to show the people, by delaying His coming to the grave site.  He postponed His coming to their rescue to show that Lazarus was really dead.  He did not want to raise a person who was only unconscious.  He wanted to raise a decaying body from the dead!  Jesus stood in front of the tomb and ordered the men around Him to “Roll away the stone!” and they followed His directions.  They worried that a rancid smell would be coming out of the tomb, but their hands still pushed the stone aside.  Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, but the hands of the men helped in this special task, when they pushed the stone, that separated the living and the dead.

God always shows the miracles and His powers, by working together with those who possess faith.  The earthly church was called to spread the gospel even though He could definitely have used His angels to preach.  God calls each one of us to put our hands together with His to carry out His work.  By working together with Him, we can perform the miracles of changing people’s hearts, and of reviving those who have died spiritually.  Let us put our hands on the stones and push away the ties that bind people’s lives.  Let us drive back the barriers that prevent human beings from seeking their Savior.  This is our calling in life, our purposeful work.  Let us not leave Christ to do His work alone.  He needs us to cooperate with Him to make this world a better place.  Miracles may not be occurring today, simply because the church members are not fervent in putting their hands together to work with God.
God does not want to perform miracles by Himself.  He always wants our collaboration.
Jesus said: Take away the stone. So they took away the stone.” John 11:39a, 41a
Based on the Bible story found in John 11: 1-46
Story #4

“Why Don’t You Just Die”
He sat there in silence and darkness.  The darkness covered his house, covered his life, and covered his spirit. He had lost everything.  Oh, what a terrible tragedy!  He lost the camels that used to carry cargo here and there.  He lost the sheep, the cows, and the donkeys.  Gone were all his possessions and his camp.  But worse of all, was the lost his beloved children.  Everything he had was wiped out in one single day.  Now, his body was covered with sores.  The sores were painful and itchy, digging into his flesh.  Not a single part of his body was intact.  His filthy body was emitting noxious odors.  He sat there in a never ending darkness.  In this meaningless world where everything around him was fleeting, who could he depend on now?
She quietly came and sat next to him.  Occasionally she looked over at him and gave out a long sigh.  Her silence appeared on the surface to be of deep understanding and a sharing spirit with what he was enduring.  But suddenly, she stood up.  Her face expressed what seemed like a heavy burden that laid on her for a long time.  She pointed at him and said these sharp cutting words “things like this have happened to you, and you still can live a pious life?  Where is your God?  If God is here, how come you have to endure all this?  Why don’t you curse your God, and then die.”
The words of Mrs. Job could have been the last fierce weapon that Satan needed to use to defeat Job and make him fall from grace.  Job had stood firm in front of all the losses and the pain.  But he could have fallen, because of the vicious words spoken by the woman who he thought understood him in the deepest ways. Job was completely alone in a loneliness that was unimaginable.  But he kept his faith in God.
When you are lonely, cling to your Savior more tightly than on any ordinary day.  Jesus experienced loneliness, just as we do now.  He was forsaken and despised when He walked on this earth.  Our Lord understands all the hardships that we have to face and endure.  He wants to share our pain.  Have courage.
Many people can accept the loss, can face adversity, and can endure hardship, but collapse when they face loneliness.
His wife said to him, “are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!”
 Job 2:9
Based on the Bible story found in Job 1 and 2
Story #5

Lapping Water from Their Hands

There were approximately 10,000 soldiers in the group.   After the intense training under the scorching sun, they were all exhausted. To cool down, the soldiers jumped into the river that ran between the two hills.  They enjoyed the refreshing water.  They scooped the water and splashed it on to their hair and on their beard. Some even put their heads into the stream for a long time, as if to wash away all the tiredness of their body.


When the solders finished drinking the water; Gideon, the commander-in-chief, separated them into two sides.  The three hundred men that lapped the water with their tongues like a dog were placed on one side. All the rest of the solders who got down on their knees to drink were sent home to their families.  The ones who kneeled down to drink were eliminated from this special selection.  Only the outstanding solders were given the chance to go fight against the Midianites.


What was the reason they were considered as outstanding soldiers? It was as simple was the way they drank the water, by scooping it up with their hands, and quickly lapping the water.  The way they drank gave them the ability to look out for the potential of enemy attack at any given moment.  Everyone was thirsty.  They all wanted to kneel down and put their heads into the cool stream.  But only the 300 special soldiers controlled their craving.  They were the ones who knew how to control themselves.


God used the simple habits of how the soldiers drank their water to test and see how worthy they were as soldiers.  Today, God continues to select us based on our daily habits.  The habits that we may not consider important can show our true nature.  God evaluates us through the way we eat, the way we sleep, or the way we walk, so that He can give us greater responsibilities.  We may be eliminated from the selection, simply because we do not give careful consideration to the way we carry out small things.

People can judge our personality based on the simple habits we perform in our daily life.
So Gideon took the men down to the water.  There the Lord told him, “Separate those who lap the water with their tongues like a dog from those who kneel down to drink.”  Judges 7:5

Based on Bible story found in Judges 7: 1-8
Story #6

Two Little Coins

An elderly woman attempted to walk up to the front of the church.  Lack of courage brought her back into the far corner of the sanctuary with her head bowed low.  The plain clothes on her body proved that she was a widow. She wanted to move toward to the offering box in the middle of this big church, but she was hesitant.  She looked around and noticed so many rich people who had donated large amounts of money to the church already.  “What can my two coins do for the church?” she asked herself.  In her heart, she wanted to offer to God what little she had. The two little coins may not do great things for God’s house, but these coins were very valuable to her.  She debated back and forth with herself.  Hesitant thoughts ran through her mind continuously.  Finally, she took courage and gingerly stepped up to the offering box.  She offered the two little coins to God with all her heart.

The widow wanted to give thanks to God even when she was poor.   Although she had the right to spend what little money she had for herself, for her daily necessities such as food, but she offered everything because she loved God.  She gave to God without thinking what she was going to eat today.  She was not afraid of lacking in basic needs, or being in debt. 

The offering from this widow was not an excessive or extravagant offering but an offering of faith.  Her experience of living daily with God gave her the strength. She knew that God would never forsake her.  She understood that she needed to offer to God everything.  In her heart, she knew that God loved her, and if God loved her then that was all she needed in this world.

Our God is not so poor to beg for coins from His children.  He has the power to give riches because silver and gold belong to Him.  He loves a cheerful giver because he wants us to learn gratitude, faith, and trust in our daily life.  God does not evaluate our offerings based on the amount.  He evaluates our gifts based on our motive and our love for Him. How is our faith when the money is tight? 
Let’s exercise our faith even when our finances are short.  Let’s give gladly to God even when we are still in debt.
“For all these out of their abundance have put in offerings for God, but she out of her poverty has put in the entire livelihood that she had.”  Luke 21:4

Based on Bible story found in Luke 21: 1-4

Story #7

“I Can’t Talk...  I Stutter!”

The man had the potential of being a great future leader.  He was excellent in military service and demonstrated strong skills in the political game.  However, he abandoned all the power awaiting him.  He became a wandering sheep herder on the mountain of Median for forty years.  For all those long stretched out years, he accepted the solitary life.  Every day, he talked to the sheep, calling out “be-be” to them.  Then one morning, God appeared to him and instructed him to stand up, and go rescue the Israelites out of the bondage of the Egyptians.


Moses stammered when he talked to God, saying: “All these years, I never have performed public speaking.  I am not a very good talker.  I also have the bad habit of stuttering.”  God sternly spoke to him, saying: “Who created your mouth?  Is it Me?”  Moses obeyed God and began his service.


God does not wait for us to become perfect in every aspect in our life for Him to use us for His service.  Every one has short comings. God calls us even when we have limitations.  Because of our weaknesses, we are more likely to humble ourselves; recognizing that all we are able to accomplish is through God’s grace.  If we were perfect, we could become pompous, working for God, by thinking we were using our own strength.  

When we serve God, we do not need to worry that we don’t have enough talents.  Our lack of education or weaknesses should not be barriers in working for Him.  God created Adam from dust, so He can give us talents, if we earnestly seek to serve Him.  Those whose turn over their weaknesses to God, God will turn them into strength.  Let’s give to God our stupidity so that we can have His wisdom.  All our weaknesses, He will make perfect if we serve Him with all our hearts.

Even though we may have very little talent, God can use us for His work.  God wants us to have a sincere heart in serving Him.

Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent, neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your servant.  I am slow of speech and tongue.”  Exodus 4:10

Bible story based on Exodus 4:10-17
Story #8
The Midnight Singing

The evening had come.  It was late.  However, the prison that belonged to the city of Philippi continued to accept the two offenders.  By looking at the men, they did not appear mean or despicable.  Yet, they were beaten severely the minute they stepped into the jail.  Their hands were cuffed.  They were placed in solitary confinement where it was pitch black.  The warden even increased security by placing extra Roman soldiers to guard them.
That was a special night for all the prisoners.  During that night, they heard deep melodic voices coming from the confinement cells.  They heard singing of hymns.  The singing seeped through the iron gates and into the prisoners’ souls.  The two criminals’ singings made the cold prison cells become warmer; bringing rays of hope into the lonely hearts.     

It is very difficult to sing when our mind is full of worries.  The feeling of peacefulness in time of calamity is not something every Christian can accomplish.  Singing of hymns is a powerful weapon that can take away fears, express faith, and encourage the despairing spirit.  They sang for themselves, as well for the rest of the prisoners.  They sang to glorify God.  
Most of us may have not realized the true worth of the songs in our Hymnal.  The church probably has not fully utilized this special weapon.  The praising song makes heaven joyful but makes Satan dizzy.  Satan wants to use hardships and sufferings to silence our singing.  He does not want our mouths singing thankful songs to God.  Satan only wants to hear us speak of complaints, discontentment, and hopelessness.


The strength of our spiritual life is shown through how we deal with bleak situations.  When things appear to be gloomy, or our fate appears to be sorrowful, that is when God wants us to be calm, have courage, and know how to bring rays of hope into the darkness.

Worry and fear when facing difficult situations is not the attitude of someone who possesses strong faith.
About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them.  Acts 16:25
Bible story based on Acts 16:16-40
Story #9
Don’t Look Back!


The city was just as busy as on any ordinary day.  People were buying and selling.  They were having fun; living an utterly depraved life.  There was not a single sign that the destruction was coming near.  The people of Sodom and Gomorrah lived their lives full of sexual depravity.  Incest, homosexuality, and other sins that God despised spread all around.  God decided to destroy everyone who lived in these two cities except for the family of Lot.  However, Lot, his wife, and their two daughters showed hesitancy when they were called to come out of the city. They did not want to leave this place.  They lamented over what they had; mourning over what they thought they might be losing.   Maybe they thought that God would not destroy these cities so soon.
The angels had to pull them by their hands to come out of the city, instructing them “Don’t look back and don’t stop walking.”  But when they were a short distance from the city, Mrs. Lot turned around to look at the place that she loved, for one last time.  She never realized the high price that she would have to pay for not obeying.  As she turned around to look, Mrs. Lot became a pillar of salt.  Lot witnessed his wife standing lifeless.  His heart was mourning for her, but he had to run on to keep his life safe.  Mrs. Lot’s statue was buried in the fire storm.

Warnings from God may become a reality at any given moment.  He never gives us a warning and then forgets or does not carry it out.  So, let us not disregard the things that God prohibits.  The warnings regarding sins contained in the Bible should not be taken lightly because we will have to pay the consequences.  Sometimes, we sin but do not instantly see the correction from God. Because of the delay in consequences, we may think that God allows us to continue to sin, or He does not intent to punish.  God does not act instantly all the times like in the situation of Lot’s wife.  Today, God is slow in punishing us because He is giving us a chance to repent.  Obeying God is the smartest way to live.
When we walk with God, do not let our minds be attached to earthly things.  Let’s learn what God wants us to get rid of!
But Lot's wife looked back, and she became a pillar of salt.  Genesis 19:26

Bible story based on Genesis 19:12-29
Story #10
Be Still, Be Calm!
They were all experienced fishermen.  The sea was part of their lives.  The storms were familiar to them as the wind on any given day.  But, today, the storm caused them great distress!  It was fierce in an uncommonly way.  They had a foreboding sense that this would be the last storm they might experience in this earthly life.  They may be buried under this deep vast sea.  Suddenly, they shivered.  They shivered not only because it was cold but because of the realization that they may have to say their final goodbye to this life.
  They did not remember that their Teacher was sleeping peacefully at the bottom of the boat.  They forgot that their lives and their Teacher’s life were closely connected in this small flimsy boat, together in this terrible storm.  They also did not realize the extraordinary power that their Teacher performed through the many different miracles.  They saw those miracles with their own eyes.  In fact, they were involved with Him in those miracles.  But they lost their faith and became fearful!
Like the storm can not be separated from the sea, misfortune is a part of life that is connected to every one of us.  “One day, the next door neighbor’s house caught on fire, my house also burned to ashes!”  “One day, my son was just walking; a car jumped the curve and hit him, causing him to become disabled for life...”  “One day, I was falsely accused of stealing from my company, I was fired...”  “One day, my husband withdrew all the money we have in our bank account and took off with another woman...”  “One day, I was notified to come to the morgue of the hospital to identify the body of my son!” Those are the storms that may fall on our lives. 
 We can not escape the storms of life, but the Bible promise that our God is never a single step away from us.  Don’t look at the fierceness of the storm, look only to our Savior.  Don’t depend on our own strength; but let’s entrust our life into the loving arms of God.
God knows about every single storm that occurs in our daily life.

He replied, "You of little faith, why are you so afraid?" Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. Matthew 8:26
Bible story based on Matthew 8:23-27
Story #11
The Son of a Prostitute

If I knew that my mom was a prostitute, I would live my life in shame.  And if I knew that my half-brothers (by the same father and a different mother) forsake me, I would look at life through hateful eyes.  People often say: “What can a son of a prostitute do?”  When someone has been driven away from home, how can he survive?  No one had given him any respect.  In fact, he was even despised.  Jephthah, one of the judges of Israelites experienced that kind of a life.  He was the son of a prostitute and was driven away from his home.
Even though Jephthah was the leader of a gang made up of homeless men who lived out in the wilderness, the elders of the Israelites invited him to become the commander of the army, to fight against the people of Ammon.  It was a proposal that Jephthah would never have dreamed of.  How can a leader of a gang become a leader of the Israelites?  But God had chosen him.  God had good reasons to choose him for that job.

 God pays attention to our character.  He observes how we carry out our daily activities, to see if we can be given greater responsibilities.  It was a surprise that someone like Jephthah was chosen to be the leader for the holy people of God.  The worth of the tasks that we are able to accomplish is not the most important thing; but the important thing is our character while we are carrying out our responsibilities.  Even when he was the leader of a bunch of criminals, Jephthah possessed the qualities of a good leader:  He was brave and always kept his promise.  He was a role model for those who followed him.
Some leaders may hold important positions but live opposite to the character that Jephthah demonstrated.  They are petty and small minded, not being a good role model.  They promise many things but deliver very little.  Even if we are born into a humble life or given an unimportant job, those circumstances do not give us the permission to live a careless or undisciplined life.  Success or failure in life depends on how we live, more than “our lot in life.”
God does not call us to follow the standard of man.  Whatever is our lot, we still can serve Him.

Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty warrior. His father was Gilead; his mother was a prostitute.  Judges 11:1
 Bible story based on Judges 11:1-3
Story #12
An Appealing Soup Pot
The soup pot released a wonderfully delicious smell that no man could resist; especially when Esau was starving.  Esau was the hunter with a body full of hair.  He showed very little surprise when Jacob, his twin brother, suggested the exchange of a bowl of soup for the right of the first born.  Esau understood how sacred the right of the first born was.  But he was so hungry...  the hunger caused his thinking to be clouded.  He accepted whatever might happen, provided that the desire to fill his stomach happened now!

  Esau accepted the Jacob’s exchange proposal.  He said “Ok,” so as not to delay the negotiation.  Esau could not endure the hunger a moment longer.  Even if he had to die after he ate, he still wanted to eat at that instance.  He did not think ahead, that he would lose the special blessings that affected the rest of his life.


Only when you’re truly hungry, can you understand how difficult the temptation of food is.  Jesus entered the temptation of Satan after He was without food for 40 days.  When one is hungry, he can accept any consequences so that his stomach can be full.  Temperance when one is full is not much of a value.  But it is admirable when one is hard up but able to remain honest, in poverty and yet able to keep oneself pure.  

Foods or drinks may be considered common and insignificant.   But many people cannot control their appetite.  God’s people must follow a different menu than the rest of the world.  Like Daniel and his three Hebrew friends who ate differently from the rest of the special selected men in king Nebuchadnezzar’s time.  The ability to govern the needs of the flesh indicates that we are growing up in the Lord and know how to govern our bodies.  Remember, the ninth fruit of the spirit is temperance.

The control small things in our life demonstrate the strength of our will.  He, who monitors his wants, keeps himself from self-indulgence.
"Look, I am about to die," Esau said. "What good is the birthright to me?" Genesis 25:32
Bible story based on Genesis 25:27-34
Story #13
The Company Commander
In the old days, the Roman army was famous for its spirit of discipline.  The Romans dominated the world for over six centuries, from the period of 167 BC till 476 AD.  Each and every one of the solders was proud to be part of the army.  Pride of being an officer in the military had nothing equated to it.  In those days, the Romans ruled over the Israelites.  Most of the officers of the Roman army looked down on the local people.  However, there was a company commander of the army in the city of Capernaum that came to Jesus with a humble attitude.  He begged Jesus, saying: “Lord, my servant lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering.”
It was rare to have an officer in the Roman army humble himself in front of a Jew.  Our admiration for the company commander becomes more intense when we know the real reason for him to seek Jesus.  He came to beg for the cure of the illness of his servant!  This officer was a man who was full of compassion and loyalty.

In our common practice, we tend to pay special attention to someone either because we love that person or because that person brings some personal benefit to us.  The company commander most likely had numerous servants.  He could have easily fired a servant could not work and hired a replacement.  Nevertheless, his love for mankind motivated him to act in this particular way.  He shared the suffering with the sick.  He earnestly sought a cure for his servant as if he sought relief for himself.  
Our concern for each other must be the primary motive for our actions.  What brings happiness to each other should be a major influencing factor in our deeds.  Our Savior is concerned about us, not because we bring Him personal benefits, but because He so loves us so much.  Do not only show concerns about each other like the worldly people normally do.  Let’s worry about other people out of love because of the hardships that they face.  Let’s display the attitude of caring and live a kind-hearted life.
The generous spirit can be demonstrated through our concerns for other people.  A kind person acts without focus so much on oneself.

The centurion replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  Matthew 8:8

Bible Story based on Matthew 8:5-13
Story #14
The Insults

The city was in total chaos.  The urgent news that the prince was recruiting the entire army to take over the throne of his father spread widely.  The king did not want his son to be wounded or die in the battle, so he quietly left the capital without putting up a fight.  The departure was shameful as if the king was defeated in the battle.   
King David was walking with a sorrowful posture.  A rag covered his head, and his feet were bare.  He was mourning and crying as he was walking out of the city. Suddenly, a man named Shimei started following the King David, cursing him and throwing stones at him.  King David’s servants surrounded him and tried to protect him.  They begged permission to kill the Shimei who offended the king, but King David did not agree with this proposal.  While his pain and sorrow were enormous, he was seeking God’s teaching through this trialing circumstance.  His heart did not have a place for animosity.  He thought even when someone was cursing him; there was a reason why God allowed it to happen.  Because of that thinking, King David was able to endured difficult circumstances.

We may look at the reality of things that are occurring in front of our eyes but we may not see God’s purpose through these situations.  We only see that other people are bad mouthing us, falsely accusing us, insulting us; but we don’t see that our enemy, Satan, is behind those things.  We also don’t know the useful lessons that God is preparing for us, bringing us through the fire as a way to refine our character.


The daily conflicts are opportunities for us to demonstrate how we should live as Christians.  If we do not face conflicts, we may not be tested to see how much patience we actually have.  How we treat others when we face opposition will show if our spiritual life has matured in the Lord or not.  Do we have the fruit of the Spirit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control in our life?  Let us keep our soul peaceful through the presence of the Holy Spirit in our heart.
When our heart is peaceful, no offence can cause it to react.  When our heart is not peaceful, a common problem can cause great distress.

David then said to Abishai and all his officials, "My son, who is of my own flesh, is trying to take my life. How much more, then, this Benjamite! Leave him alone; let him curse, for the Lord has told him to.  II Samuel 16:11
Bible Story based on II Samuel 16:5-14
Story #15
The Prisoner without Sadness


In the last few days, the prison which was holding the king’s criminals suddenly possessed a totally different atmosphere.  The new prisoner was a fairly young man.  He was healthy, handsome and always cheerful. He was helpful to everyone.  He did not utter a single complaint.  He was attentive and diligent in performing his work in prison as if he was working for himself.  If people had not seen him being put back into the prison cell each night, they probably thought he was the son of the warden! 
 Everyone was whispering and speculating the reason why he was in jail, but that was not important.  The important thing was that when he was in the jail, a friendly atmosphere spread out to all the prison cells.  When people talked to him, they felt lighter in spirit.  His daily greetings as well as showing concerns for each individual prisoner brought hope into the peoples’ lives.  That special prisoner was Joseph, son of Jacob.

How can we have the peace of mind and keep a happy face when we are placed in prison?  Joseph was able to do it.  Joseph demonstrated a life full of hope and trust.  He totally trusted in the leading of the Lord.  Circumstances in life can change rapidly but it does not have to change the character of a man.  Having gone through the cruel treatments from his own brothers, the malicious spirit of the woman who intended to harm him, and the continuous changes in his life situations did not make Joseph turn away from the secretes of living a life that parallel with the teachings of God. 
Living with God is living with a happy spirit.  Having God in our life is having happiness.  The second of nine important fruits of the Spirit is Happiness.  Let us turn away all the sadness that occurs in difficult circumstances that warp our lives.  Let us look up to God with the spirit of gratitude, even when we walk through the dreadful situations in our lives.  Let us emit the light of God to the world that lives in the darkness.

When tragic events occur in our lives, we must practice living a life that is different than an ordinary life.
The Lord was with him; he showed him kindness and granted him favor in the eyes of the prison warden. Genesis 39:21

Bible Story based on Genesis 39:20-23
Story #16
A Sickly Woman 
No one even thought of the strange actions of this woman.  When sick people came to Jesus to be healed, Jesus normally placed His hand on them and they were healed.  But this woman thought maybe by only touching the hem of Jesus’ garment, she could be cured.  She desperately wanted to hide something about her illness.  She wanted to secretly utilize her faith and not cause a burden to Jesus.  Suddenly she carried it out, and she felt her body was instantly healed.  However, she discovered that Jesus knew her secrete as well.  She felt shameful like one who was caught in the act of sinning.  She was afraid that the healing might be taken back.  
But the soft voice of Jesus took away those worries.  Jesus said “My daughter, your faith has healed you.  Go in peace.”  Her illness caused a continuous lost of blood after her period.  As recorded in Leviticus 15:25-27, according to Moses’ law, this disease made her unclean.  She could not mingle in the crowd because she was considered unclean and her strange disease had separated her from Jesus.  Being at the end of her road caused her to boldly act on her faith.  Twelve years living with this shameful disease had caused her to become penniless. She spent all her valuables in finding a cure for this disease.  Now, she only had Jesus to depend on.
God uses many ways to draw us nearer to Him.  Do not think that God pushes us into a hopeless situation so that we can eternally turn away from Him.  At the end of our rope is often where He will meet us.  Being in a desperate situation helps us understand our own helplessness compared to God’s power; our unclean life compared to His holiness.  
Many times in our daily life today, we carry out very few actions that are motivated by faith.  We buy insurance for everything.  When we seemingly think we can solve all our own problems.  This is when we slowly lose from faith.  But as God’s children, we should realize that we cannot live our lives lacking faith in Him.
When we are at a situation where there is no solution in sight, this is when we must act in faith.  Illness sometimes is the beginning point for us to seek God.

Then the woman, seeing that she could not go unnoticed, came trembling and fell at his feet. In the presence of all the people, she told why she had touched him and how she had been instantly healed.  Luke 8:47

Bible Story based on Luke 8:42-48
Story #17
An Elderly Man Who Accepted the Challenge

The eighty five year old man was boldly telling the story of what happened 45 years ago. When he was 40 years old, he was one of only two spies, out of the group of twelve, who accurately reported the results about the survey of Canaan.  The man was Caleb.  Now, five years after the people stepped into the Promised Land, they still had to fight against the forces of the local people, in order to occupy the entire Canaan land.  
Standing ahead of Joshua, Caleb accepted the area of Hebron, which was one of the regions that had many strong fortresses.  The people who lived in those towns were like giants.  Caleb trusted in God’s promises communicated through Moses when Moses was alive.  Because of that believe, he willingly accepted the responsibility to subdue a very difficult area.  Trust helped him win and Caleb succeeded in conquering this area.  He became a role model to those who wanted to advance.  Those who want to achieve goals must accept and overcome all challenges.

God does not accept His servants to demonstrate a weak mind, with an intent to fail, and to be fearful of hard work.  Danger and hardship are a part of life for those who follow God’s way.  Those who think that by following God, He will make the road easy, He will trim all the thorns, He will run the enemy away, they will be sadly mistaken.  Those who dream that by following God they will inherit many benefits such as luxury and leisure in life, always have servants, and receive respect, they are also wrong.  Jesus “did not a place to lay His head,” (Matthew 8:20) when He walked on this earth.   We are told to “go out into the world like sheep among wolves. “ (Matthew 10:16).
The young people today need to look at the example that the elderly Caleb left behind so that they can be encouraged in spirit.  Caleb was someone who followed the leading of God in all the days of his life.  Even when he was old, he was still able to reap big successes. 

Life always brings us inherent challenges. Will we grasp God’s promises so that we can conquer; or do we accept defeat?
I am still as strong today as the day Moses sent me out; I'm just as vigorous to go out to battle now as I was then.  Now give me this hill country that the Lord promised me that day. Joshua 14:11, 12a

Bible Story based on Joshua 14:6-12
Story #18
When the Raindrops Start Falling!

The crowd gathered to listen to a very special story; a story that never happened before ever.  At the beginning, people were anxiously waiting and paid close attention to the story.  But gradually, they turned, looked at each other, and then started to laugh out loud.  The story that the old man Noah was telling would be impossible to believe in!  How can water come down from the sky and water rise up to the highest mountain?  They were mocking Noah. They said he was going crazy because he lived such a holy life. 
When everyone else was building homes, Noah and a few close friends were trying to build a boat.  In those days, rain had never happened before.  At night, the dew was enough to water the plants.  The seasons and the weather were perfect.  The water from the ocean never ran into the higher ground.  The warning prediction from Noah about the flood that would destroy everything became a mythical story that made them smile.
When all the members of Noah’s family had entered into the boat, the people outside began joking with each other.  They were saying that in a few days, the eight people who walked into the boat would shamefully step out, because the rain would never come.  But a week after the huge door of the boat was closed; they started to feel a stronger than normal wind. They also saw huge dark clouds hovering and taking over the blue sky.  For the first time in their life, they witnessed raindrops falling from the sky.

It was too late when they realized the warning from Noah was becoming true.  Those who were laughing at Noah now felt frantic and those who mocked him now felt scared.  God will not be scorned.  His words will become true.  We are living in a world full of doubts, where people are making fun of faith.  We are delivering a message similar to the one that Noah delivered.  In the old days, people laughed because they had not seen the rain before.  Today, people mock because they have not seen fire coming from the sky.  People are telling us that we are crazy and they consider us ignorant.  But we know that we are obeying God’s word.
One can mock faith and salvation now, but they themselves will cry when facing the last moments in life.

In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, on the seventeenth day of the second month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.  Genesis 7:11

Bible Story based on Genesis 7
Story #19
A Wrestling Match

Against the dim light shining from the crescent moon was the shadow of two men wrestling against each other.  The match prolonged from midnight till near dawn but who the winner was is still unclear.  One of them wanted to end the fight and to get away.  The other person was still pulling as if he was begging for something.  That was not a wrestling match between two human beings, because one of them was Jacob and the other one was God’s angel. 
The torment of how he cheated his bother 20 years ago to attain a blessing caused Jacob not to have peace.  Today, he heard that Esau was bringing 400 people to fight against him and to seek revenge.  Jacob could not find peace in his heart.  That night, he held on to the angel of God and asking for forgiveness from God. Only the promise of forgiveness would give Jacob peace.  He refused to let the angel get away until a blessing was bestowed upon him.  He had a special need that he earnestly sought.

Prayer is a fight; it is a fight with our own sins.  Prayer is also a fight to have our sins forgiven as well as to obtain power from God.  Prayer is a fight to have God accept our requests and for us to understand His will. 
Today, many people pray as if it is a boring habit.  Prayer without feeling is not a fight.  The prayers that are uttered out of habit only make God weary.  Prayer must be a wrestling match with the angel.  We must seek to win through prayer.  The urgent request must show that if our prayer is not accepted, we have no place to hang onto.  Earnest prayer indicates that we only depend on God, and if God lets us go, we have no place to take refuge.  Our prayers must make heaven move.  Jacob’s prayer was that way and he won.  When we pray with our lips and not with our heart, we risk receiving little power from God.  Let us fight in our prayers.

Prayer by habit is so dreary.  Repeating meaningless words in our prayers is an insult to God.
Then the man said, "Your name will no longer be Jacob, but Israel, because you have struggled with God and with men and have overcome." Genesis 32:28
Bible Story based on Genesis 32:24-32

Story #20

A Strange City - A Familiar City!

The travelers looked at the dying sun coming down against the mountain.  They picked up their pace.  They were exhausted after a long trip.  But when they reached Jebus, a city that did not belonged to the Israelites, the owner, who was a Levi, did not want them to stop there.  He told everyone they would have to try to walk in darkness in order to reach a city where their own familiar people lived.  The owner could only feel at peace if he gets to sleep in a city that belonged to the Israelites.  
Their effort finally paid off.  They reached the city called Gibeah, which belonged to the tribe of Benjamin.  But harsh reality set in because none of the people in this city wanted to take them in.  They looked for a long time and finally they were allowed to board at an inn belonging to an elderly man.  Unfortunately, a terrible incident occurred that same night when the wife of a Levi was raped by a group of men who lived in the city.  In the morning, when the men returned her to the front of the inn, she was only a corpse.  The Levies were ill treated in the city that belonged to their own people.

The church is a place where God’s love should be shown.  It is a place where hurting people can be comforted; where men can express reverence for God and show the love for each other.  Every single church member puts his trust in the church, believing that he will be treated better than he would be treated in the outside world.  But if one day church members start treating each others with unloving attitude; fighting with each other; displaying hateful ruthless cheating tactics; taking sides; and all the other vicious manners of actions, that would be a day of great calamity for the church!  
When we place our trust and hope in someone; if he becomes the enemy, our disappointment would be immeasurable.  How could we trust in anyone else?  We need to pay attention to the way we treat each other in our church.  We cannot glorify God when we show no love.  It would be tragic if the church it is a place where all the bad habits of this world are practiced.
One of the most sorrowful bitterness for someone is when the person he most trusted betrays him.
His master replied, "No. We won't go into an alien city, whose people are not Israelites. We will go on to Gibeah." Judges 19:12

Bible Story based on Judges 19:11-15

Story #21

Only “I” Serve the Lord!


The kitchen was full of various cooking materials and utensils.  Martha was busy moving back and forth.  First, she had to prepare and serve Jesus something to drink.  Then she needed to plan and cook lunch for Him.  So much work had to be done!  Occasionally, Martha stepped to the door sill and secretly peaked into the living room.  She saw her younger sister Mary sitting at the feet of Jesus, quietly.  Mary was intently listening to Jesus’ teaching.  Martha felt dissatisfaction creeping into her heart.  A few times, Martha purposefully caused loud noises by banging the cooking equipment to get attention, but Mary did not come to help.  Finally, Martha could not control her anger.  She stepped into the living room and said to Jesus: “Don’t you see that my sister is not doing anything.  Should I be the only one who is working?”   Jesus answered: “Martha, you work hard.  But only one thing is needed; Mary has chosen what is better.”


Martha was upset but she did not blame Mary.  Her words showed that she blamed Jesus instead.  Martha placed a greater significance on herself; thinking that her work was more essential and meaningful.  She thought “sitting with God” was useless and “working for God” was useful.  Jesus’ answer caused her to be puzzled.  She discovered that her thinking was wrong all these times and she had chosen foolishly.  She selected low priority tasks and thought she should be highly valued because of her work.

Working day and night for God in order to be successful is the goal of many; yet, lacking the personal relationship with the Savior is a reality for the majority of God’s servants today.  They diligently work for Christ but are not very close to Him.  The requirements of the many daily small tasks and the demands of life take so much time that it cuts short our time to listen to the teachings of God.  Serving the Lord does not automatically indicate that we’re close to Him.  Listening to God is far more important than worrying about the work.  His Word is life, while our work is in the flesh.  The true power that gives us the energy to carry the work of God comes from the quite time with Him and not from our own talents or eagerness.
Even some people who are in the role of being God’s ministers do not have a personal relationship with Him!

But Martha was distracted by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, "Lord, don't you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!" Luke 10:40

Bible Story based on Luke 10:38-42

Story #22
When a Young Person Debates

The book of Job clearly records the different conversations between the four characters:  Job and his three friends: Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar.  The three friends took turns trying to convince Job to accept his sins.  They decisively told Job that all the calamities that had fallen on him were God’s punishment against him.  Job took his time and answered each one of their speeches.  He summarized their view points and defended his own honor. 
When the debate got really heated and the three friends still could not win Job over, a fifth character suddenly appeared.  He was the young man by the name of Elihu.   Elihu was sitting there for a long time; listening to everything.  Finally, he reverently stood up and asked permission to express his opinion.  Elihu said: “I am still in my youth while you all are old and experienced.  Therefore I am timid, fearful, and afraid to express my opinion in front of you because of my age.”


One of the beautiful traditions of the Asians is the respect for the elderly.  Honor and respect for the elders is a practice in accordance with the teachings of the Bible.  In our current world of increasing advanced knowledge, many of the young people have become proud and arrogant, even to the point where they despise their elders.  Young people’s knowledge and skills are often used as permission to disrespect the people who walked on this earth before them.  They don’t listen to their fatherly or grandfatherly figures. They think the elders cause them to slow down in their progress and block them from advancement.  Not listening to your elders is not a very smart thing to do.

 
The aging process can cause one to become slower or more out of touch.  However, the elders have accumulated many life experiences that the youth do not have.  Respect for the elders is an important aspect in treating others.  It should govern the way we work and live.  We can overcome the difficult tasks in our work; but we cannot embrace the heart of God and the heart of men if we cherish a disdained attitude towards our elders.
Courtesy and respect for the elders is a necessary attitude that a young person must have if he wants to become a successful mature adult.
So Elihu son of Barakel the Buzite said: “I am young in years, and you are old; that is why I was fearful, not daring to tell you what I know.” Job 32:6

Bible Story based on Job 32:1-10

Story #23

Pour on the Water and Make It Really Wet!

Lack of water will cause our life to become instantly different.  We need water to drink; water to cook with; water to wash with; and water to clean with.  Water is a necessary ingredient for our body and our daily activities.  It had been three years and not a single drop of rain had fallen.  The heat was oppressive and the rivers were slowly drying up.  Thousands of people were feeling thirsty and every single household was complaining. 

On the top of Mount Carmel, Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to have a praying session to ask for the rain to come down.  From morning to noon, the prophets of Baal danced around the altar.  They used knifes to cut their bodies to cause blood to flow out.  They thought by torturing themselves, their god, Baal, would have mercy on them.  However, their sacrificial offering on top of the pit remained untouched.  When the evening came, Elijah started to offer a sacrifice to God.  Everyone was surprised when he instructed the people to pour water over the offerings, to make the logs wet, and fill up the trench that surrounded the altar.
The prophets of Baal wanted to have the sacrifice really dry so that it could catch on fire easily.  However, Elijah wanted to make it really wet, even though water was a scarce resource.  What did he want to prove?  Did he try to make it harder for God?  Yes, Elijah wanted to make the offerings very difficult to catch on fire.  The harder it was for the sacrifice to be consumed when the fire came down; the more God’s name would be glorified.

Let us not try to make it easier and clear the way before asking God to help with the rest of our problems.  Let us accept the deadlock; let us push God towards the most difficult situation.  Let us relinquish our own control but grasp God’s hands.  Then we will see God’s wonderful power showing through.  Because of our lack of faith, we seldom witness miracles.  We want to depend on ourselves to solve the problem because we are doubtful; secretly thinking:  “I don’t know if God will be able to help me with this problem.”  That kind of thinking is totally wrong.  Nothing is too difficult for God; but He wants to express His power and His love for this world through our faith in Him.

In situations where things appear to be more difficult and hopeless, then the miracles performed by God will be even more glorified.

“Do it again,” he said, and they did it again.  The water ran down around the altar and even filled the trench.  I King 18:34a, 35

Bible Story based on I King 18:29-38
Story #24
An Ordinary Cane
An old man threw the cane he held in his hand on the ground and the cane magically became a snake that crawled back and forth.  This snake was a deadly type that lived in the desert.  The poisonous snake raised its head and ready to attack.  The elderly man panicked and started to run away.  But a few minutes later, he came back.  With his trembling hands, he grasped the tail of the snake as instructed and the deadly snake transformed back into an ordinary cane.  


In Palestine, anyone can make himself a cane.  A cane was a regular instrument which was very common and cheap to make that the shepherds used to herd their sheep with.  When God appeared to Moses in the wilderness; calling Moses to lead His people, God asked: “What are you holding in your hand?” Moses answered: “A cane.”  That ordinary cane became the leadership cane.  A common cane, being used by God, became an instrument to perform many miracles for His people.  The simple shepherd’s rod became the miracle cane.


Today, God ask each one of us: “What are you holding in your hand?”  Many of us do not accept the calling to do God’s work, immediately.  We are fearful that we are not fully equipped.  We refuse the work that God entrust to us because we do not believe God can perform miracles through the common abilities that we possess.  

We all can serve God with what we have in our hands; by the jobs that we currently hold; such as a clipper in a hair dresser’s hands, a screwdriver in the mechanic’s hands, a pair of scissors in the seamstress’ hands, or a chalk in the teacher’s hands, all can become the useful instruments that God uses to perform impressive work through.  All we need to do is to place ourselves under the guidance of God.

The church will receive many blessings if church members work together in performing soul winning activities through their daily work.

Since God created man from the dust, He likes to use common things to glorify His name.
Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?” “A staff,” he replied.

 Exodus 4:2

Bible Story based on Exodus 4:1-5

Story #25
How Can I Have Children?


It was difficult to believe in such a promise! God promised that he would have many offsprings.  He and his wife had been living together for over 60 years but his wife was still barren.  How could she bear him a child now?  When we think about the principle of child bearing, it would be impossible for a woman who was nearly 90 years old to become pregnant.  Abraham indicated that he believed in God’s promise.  However, he felt he needed to do something to help God out in order to complete the promise.  Therefore, he brought up his concerns and shared them with his wife.


Sarah estimated her own strength.  She knew Abraham was still able to produce a child but she felt she was no longer able to bear a child.  She wanted to help God finish His promise quickly.  Because of her thinking, Sarah told Abraham to lay with her maidservant Agar.  A healthy son was born and he was named Ishmael.  But God did not recognize Ishmael as the promised child!

God’s plan is not always our plan.  Cooperation with God to complete His plan is different than completing His plan through our own way.  The Lord wants to perform miracles when things seem difficult or hopeless.  When problems exceed our own ability to handle or beyond our imagination, it is when God acts.
When we want to clear the way for a miracle to happen or when we want to bring our own humanly method to participate with the Holy Spirit’s activity, God will completely forsake our actions because it shows lack of faith.  God only wanted Sarah herself to bear Abraham a child; which would demonstrate her trust in Him.  Even though God’s way may seem more difficult and may take longer, that is the only way to go and there is no substitute way.

The Spirit is the Spirit while the flesh is the flesh.  We cannot link the plan of the flesh with the plan of God.

So she said to Abram, “The Lord has kept me from having children.  Go, sleep with my maidservant; perhaps I can build a family through her.” Genesis 16:2
Bible Story based on Genesis 16:1-2

Story #26
When the Face Turned Sour!
The healthy looking farmer, who normally appeared to be slightly arrogant, did not look happy at all today.  He was the symbol of a successful man.  He had every reason to be proud of his accomplishments.  He deserved all the praise because he had worked very hard in the field.  Every day, he toiled the soil in order to produce plentiful crops and delicious fruits.  But today, his expressions clearly showed that he no longer felt proud of his work.  His face now demonstrated anger and hatred.  How could he not be displeased when he had carefully chosen and brought the best fruits he had to offer to God, and his offering was rejected?  How could God possibly decline his offering and accept the offering of Abel, his younger brother?  

All these times; days after day, years after years, they only brought a lamb for every offering occasion.  Lamb, lamb, lamb was all they offered to God!  Cain wanted a radical change but his offering was declined.  It was entirely his brother’s fault, he thought.  His brother tried to show that he was pious; looking at him with mocking eyes; feeling satisfied that he was shamed.  He thought: “It was him, Abel, who was the reason for my humiliation.”

Cain did not kill Abel right after the offering was turned down by God.  He had time to think about his wrong action.  Instead of using the time to repent, he used the time to nurse his sinful thoughts.  The evil thoughts kept growing bigger and bigger until God had to call him and warn him against them. 
Do not give our sinful thoughts the chance to stay in our mind for too long.  Do not pursue the thinking that we are wronged; or we are abandoned; or we are victims of un-thankfulness.  Even though these things may be true, let us stop the hateful thoughts because they are the beginning of our sinful actions.
Nursing bad feelings and sinful thoughts will produce sinful acts.  The seed of sin will germinate very fast in our mind which can bring us to disobedience against our God.
Then the Lord said to Cain, "Why are you angry? Why is your face downcast? 7 If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it." Genesis 4:6,7
Bible Story based on Genesis 4:3-7

Story #27
We “Caught” Him Praying!
For quite a few uninterrupted days, there were people who were lurking outside of the king’s administrator’s home.  They posted themselves beneath each one of the opened windows.  They peeped in and waited anxiously.  They walked back and forth like foxes with eyes of owls.  They wanted to see if Daniel, the king’s highest administrator, was praying or not.  Finally, they found proof with which to charge him. 
 The king issued a decree that for a month no one could pray to any other gods, except to king Darius.  That decree was aimed against Daniel’s daily praying habit to his God.  The court people were jealous of Daniel and they wanted to destroy him.  They could not find any fault with him; therefore, they had to resort to using Daniel’s daily worshipping habit to condemn him.

Daniel knew about their plan but that did not prevent him from communicating with God.  He accepted the possibility of persecution and accepted the probability of being put to death.  He could not possibly accept the alternative of turning away from God.  Daniel did not defy the power of Darius but he only kept his normal praying habit which was part of his daily life.  Daniel could have closed the windows to pray.  However, he considered that act as a coward act; and sons and daughters of God should never be cowards.  Daniel was doing a good thing; therefore he had nothing to hide.  Daniel believed that if he denied his faith, God would deny him in the judgment day.
For God’s name to be known to many, the church needs to have brave people who are able to express their faith, dare to withstand the difficulties, to protect the truth.  Satan will use every tactic to make us neglect our relationship and communion with God.  Let us keep our determination to maintain our daily prayers.

Threat will not make a person of faith turns fearful.  There should be nothing that could change our daily habit of communion with God.
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Daniel 6:10

Bible Story based on Daniel 6
Story #28

Two Men in the Temple

The temple was strangely quite today.  A man, dressed like a priest, walked into the place of worship.  He solemnly stood straight up, lifted up both arms high, and started praying.  But he did not know which words to use to open his prayer because he viewed himself as perfect.  He only wanted to boast to God about how good he was.  He started to list all the good things he had done.  At about the same moment, a despised tax collector walked into the temple.  He was considered a terrible man, who flattered the foreigners in order to collect extra money that belonged to his countrymen.  
The two men belonged to two totally opposite spectrums.  One represented purity while the other one represents robbery.  Both of them were standing in the temple and they were praying.  The prayers they uttered were also as different as their positions in society.  The Pharisee was citing his long list of accomplishments to God.  He was bragging about all the good things he had done.  He even brought the tax collector into his prayer by saying:  “Dear God, I am thankful that I am not like the bad tax collector standing over there!”  At that same time, the tax collector stood far away, afraid to raise his head, hitting his own chest and saying: “Dear God, please have mercy on me because I am a sinful man!”

We often use other people to be the measuring stick for our own character instead of using the Bible teachings as the standard that we should live up to.  We look at the sinful natures of other people in order to praise our own goodness; so that we can feel good about ourselves.  We therefore have a false sense of peace within our heart.  The prayer of the tax collector did not touch on any comparison.  His prayer was only between him and God.  He showed remorse for his sins and acknowledged the love of God.  Let us pray like the tax collector and do not compare ourselves against other persons.  Let us look only unto God.

People often raise themselves up by stepping on other people.  Bragging is an empty container that makes a lot of noise and creates the sounds that God really hates.
I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted." Luke 18:14

Bible Story based on Luke 18:9-14

Story #29

The Empty Containers
The two fatherless boys ran back and forth throughout the town.  The town’s people saw them carrying many empty bottles, vases, and containers.  They borrowed any container that could hold liquid.  In those days, the oil used for eating and for making fire was the same type.  They brought the bottles homes and then started going out again to borrow some more.  When they could not find any more containers to borrow, the mother and her two sons closed their front door.  They took their oil canister and started pouring the oil into the empty bottles; and miraculously the oil did not stop until all the containers were full.

The widow begged of the prophet Elisha and she was told how to be the receiver of a miracle.  Everything was dependent upon her faith and her sons’ faith.  If they even doubted the instructions of the prophet, or if they went out to borrow but were hesitant and afraid to borrow too many bottles; surely the blessing could not bring them as much happiness as it had that day.

We long for miracles from God in our lives; but we wait for those miracles to occur with doubt in our mind and with a passive attitude!  The widow and her sons ran to borrow the containers even before they saw a single drop of oil start flowing; that is what we can call real faith.  They did not wait until the oil started to appear before they started borrowing the containers.  They did not borrow a few containers to see if the miracle would really happen before they went out and borrowed more.  No!  Faith does not give us permission to have a backup plan and miracles will not allow any opportunity for us to be doubtful.  A doubtful heart has no place in receiving blessings from God.  The widow and her sons closed the door and started pouring the oil, and the oil did not stop pouring until all of the containers were full!
Do we have enough faith to obey God even when we do not see a miracle yet?  Let us practice living by faith!
Faith gives us the ability to act even though there is no indication that a miracle might happen.  Doubt is the eternal enemy of faith.
She left him and afterward shut the door behind her and her sons. They brought the jars to her and she kept pouring.  II King 4:5
Bible Story based on II King 4:1-7
Story #30
The Animal that Talked in Human Language

There were prior warnings, but Eve still liked to hang around the forbidden fruit tree in the middle of the garden.  She intended never to eat the fruit.  However, she gave herself permission to look at and admire the fruit.  The fruit on that tree was so beautiful!  It appeared more delicious compared to all the other fruits.  In her sincere thinking, Eve did not see how this tree could be poisonous.

Suddenly, Eve heard a human voice and that voice was not the familiar voice of her husband Adam.  She knew that in the garden, only she and Adam were able to speak the human language and the rest of the living creatures were animals.  But even with all that knowledge, Eve still wanted to talk to the snake because he was discussing with her about the forbidden tree.  It was all because of her curiosity.  She was talking with Satan which eventually led to the fatal mistake.  By having the conversation with Satan, Eve walked down the wrong road that brought about the sorrowful end to humanity.

Human beings tend to think that we are intelligent because we have inherited that pretentious character from our forefathers.  We hold discussions to show that we are smart; but when we have a dialog with Satan that only confirms our lack of knowledge.  Holding a conversation with Satan is the most dangerous thing we can do because frequently this is the way we open the door to be defeated. 
When Satan wants to talk to us, let us hold on to the promise of God and His teachings in the Bible.  Let us not give Satan the opportunity to debate; let us not try and show that we have deeper understanding than him.  The worst thing Eve did was to start a discussion with Satan, to see if God’s instructions were right or wrong.  Today, many people are having the same conversation with Satan; they analyze God’s will and only follow what they consider is appropriate.  They are following the ways of Eve.
Holding a debate with sin is a hazardous act.  If we do not hold tightly onto the promise of God, we will be defeated.
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" Genesis 3:1

Bible Story based on Genesis 3:1-5
Story #31
Do Not Utter a Single Word
The wall of Jericho stood tall as a challenge to all the enemies.  This impressive wall was the pride of the citizens in this city.  But today, the people in the city were unnerved because they were facing a very strange army!  The soldiers in this peculiar army did not look like they were ready to attack because they only walked around the city, once a day.  Day after day, the spirit of the soldiers of Jericho and its inhabitants became chaotic.  They worried because they didn’t know how to respond to this strange tactic of walking around the city the opponent army was using against them.  They walked around once daily in silence.  Beside the sound of the trumpet and the sound of the footsteps, there was not a word that came out of the mouths of the Israelite’s army soldiers!
 
Six days had passed.  On the seventh day, the Israelites walked seven times around the city.  They sounded the trumpets for a long while and together they shouted loudly.  A miracle occurred because of their absolute obedience to God’s instruction as well as the spirit of cooperation between the Israelite soldiers.  The togetherness of sounds caused the tough walls of Jericho to fall down.

     
If there had been even one person in the Israelites’ army who disobeyed the command, the miracle might not have happened.  The soldiers needed to connect together to become a mass in force to create strength by total unity and obedience.  Any army needs to have power, but in order to fight against the enemy without flesh and blood; God’s army especially needs greater strength and power. 
There is not a single tactic that Satan uses that is as successful in defeating God’s people as to attack their unity.  When the church members are divided, they become totally weak.  Division among the church members could be the breaking point for the church of God in the last days.  We cannot become a well trained army if everyone carry out his own wishes and does not listen to the will of God.

Obedience and unity are the weapons that bring victory to the church.  Today, God’s people must learn to live by these principles.
But Joshua had commanded the people, "Do not give a war cry, do not raise your voices, do not say a word until the day I tell you to shout. Then shout!" Joshua 6:10

Bible Story based on Joshua 6:1-11

Story #32
Contributing a Single Portion of Food
The little boy looked around to see if anyone else in the crowd was willing to answer the appeal for the contribution of a portion of food.  But there was absolutely no one who answered to this request!  He saw the Disciples of Christ make their way through the crowd and they were desperately appealing.  Nearly 5,000 people were there and not a single person brought any food along!  Could it be true that not a single person brought food along in this big crowd?  Or was it because the people hid the food they brought? 
 The boy was wavering with these thoughts: “Should I contribute my portion of food which included five very small loaves of bread and two little fishes?  But even if I contribute, the food I brought it will not make a dent and I will be left hungry.  Should I just keep quite like everyone else, and when it is convenient, I can bring out my bread and fish and eat by myself?”

He was hesitant for a while but in the end the boy bravely decided to turn over to Christ’s disciples the food he had brought.  The boy did not expect that he was the only person who brought food, and even more surprisingly that Jesus used his portion of food to perform a great miracle.

Jesus could have performed miracles without the loaves of bread and fishes, but He wanted to teach us a lesson about offering.  Every gift we bring to God, he will use it to perform miracles.  Do not entertain the thought that your contribution for God’s work is too small or humble.  He will multiply many times whatever we contribute and will cause it to be a great blessing to those around us.  
If one can only think of himself and what is beneficial to him, he will never have the opportunity to experience true happiness.  Could you guess what would have happened if the little boy had held tightly to the loaves of bread and the fishes and kept them for himself?

He who lives a selfish life will never taste the true happiness of sharing.  The happiness of sharing will last for a long time, while the joy of selfishness only last for a short moment.

“Here is a boy with five small barley loaves and two small fish, but how far will they go among so many?" John 6:9
 Bible Story based on John 6:1-15

Story #33
Left and Returned in Bitterness

She followed her husband and left her home country in order to avoid a ravaging famine.  However, her life did not turn out as peaceful as she hoped for.  Wandering in a foreign country, her life situations turned into harsh realities.  Her husband passed away first and then both of her sons also died in this distant country.  She was alone in a strange country with only her two daughters- in- law who were not her own people.  Feeling out of place and totally lonely, she decided to return home.


Her old neighbors in the city of Bethlehem could not recognize her any more.  When they first saw her, they looked at her and asked: “Is that really you Naomi?”  Yes, it was Naomi but now she looked tattered.  Oh what a sorrowful sight!  Naomi thought to herself: “I don’t know if my own people will accept someone who has come back from a foreign country?!”  However, opposite to her worries, the whole town came out to greet her and showed concern for her.  Happiness was mixed with sadness.  They opened their arms wide and accepted Naomi with emotional tears and compassionate feelings.  They wanted to share in her sadness and in the hardships that she went through.


Loneliness is an emotion that can easily cause someone to grow weak in spirit.  Most people fear loneliness.  The sense that we are alone causes us to feel the need for those around us, like a lost sheep suddenly looks around and realizes that it is lonely in the middle of the mountain range and the vast grassland.  It recognizes the need to belong in a fold and the need to have a shepherd.  There are many lonely souls who are fighting against the harsh realities of life.  They are waiting for us to show our concerns, our understanding, and our sharing.  Let us not live with a cold and indifferent attitude.  Let us fully utilize what God has given to us so we can help warm the hearts of others. There are many people in this world who need us.  Let us not live selfishly but open our arms wide.  We need to show our generous spirit, our ability to feel the pain with others, and our ability to share in the hardships of the less fortunate or the loneliness of those who are abandoned.  Our Savior gave us wonderful examples in how He lived for everyone.

A single act of kindness, an attitude of tolerance, or a look of compassion will bring comfort to many who are lonely.
So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed, "Can this be Naomi?" Ruth 1:19


Bible Story based on Ruth 1
Story #34
Do Our Actions have an Effect on Others?

The hearts of the people were full of joy because of their recent victory while they were preparing for a new battle.  The leaders thought that they did not have to bring out the whole big army as when they were fighting against the grand city of Jericho because the city of Ai was so small.  They estimated they would need only about 3,000 soldiers to go out in the battle field.  However, when the news of defeat against the people of Ai and the tragic deaths of the 36 soldiers reached home, the people’s hearts turned into mush.  Yesterday, they were full of energy and were sure that they would capture this small city; but today, the whole community was sorrowfully quite.  What caused them to lose this battle?


God showed the people the cause of their defeat.  It was because of one man by the name of Achan who was determined to keep the spoils from the battle even though God specifically told them to destroy everything and do not keep a single thing that belonged to the enemy.  Because of the sin of one man, the whole community of people had to face the consequences.

We are interconnected to become a church of God, to become a community of God’s people, and to become a grand family with our Savior at the head.  Each individual member may bring blessings to the church but could also become a disaster for the whole church.  Achan thought that his theft of the spoils was only an individual act; and it was too late when he realized that his action brought serious consequences to the whole community.

When we have fallen into a defeat, do not be in a rush to blame God or other people.  Let us keep quite and seriously examine ourselves to see if there are sins that keep us from receiving the blessings that could be bestowed upon us.  Do we have imperfections that might cause harm?  Victory can only come when we turn away from our sinful nature.  When we keep secret sins in our lives, we are separating ourselves from the blessings of God.

Small bad habits can cause damage to a whole person’s character.  A small sin is able to separate us from magnificent blessings.
This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: That which is devoted is among you, O Israel. You cannot stand against your enemies until you remove it. Joshua 7:13b
Bible Story based on Joshua 7

Story #35

Oh! I Wish I was More Productive
The servant was earnestly pleading with the owner.  He reasoned with the owner that he was afraid to do anything because it would be sinful to invest the money given to him, and possibly cause a loss. Therefore, he took the money and buried it in the backyard.  The servant also tried to defend himself by saying that since he was given only one talent while other people received more; he could not do anything with a single talent.  Regardless of the explanations, the owner was determined to punish the lazy man because the owner believed that every single talent given should have been put to use.  The owner rewarded the man who received five talents because he earned another five talents.  The owner also rewarded the man who received two talents because he brought in profit of another two talents.


Our God gives each one of us different talents.  He does not require that one person be able to do everything exactly as another person, but the important thing is to utilize all the talents given by God in order to bring blessings to those around us.  When we do not use our God given talents, they will become useless.  Let us pay attention to the following lessons that we can learn from the above story:

1.  Although everyone was given a different amount of talents, every single person was given some talent.
2.  The reward for the person who received five talents and the person who received two talents was the same.  It was not based on how much profit they brought in but it was based on how they doubled the principal.  If the person who received only one talent also brought in the profit of one talent, he would have received the same reward as the others.

3.  The servants who brought in the profit to the owner served with a selfless motive.  They did not bargain with the owner nor had they made prior agreements.  They performed the job as if they were working for themselves. Because of their selfless attitude, they were rewarded generously by the owner.  
These pictures describe the contrast between a faithful servant and a lazy servant. 

It is better to corrode than to rust.  Given talents not being used for service is worse than a useless item. 
For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him. Matthew 25:29

Bible Story based on Matthew 25:14-30

Story #36
Driven out like a Dangerous Man

The man stepped next to the boat that was getting ready to take off.  His heart was heavy as if a love one was going away.  When people looked at him, they instantly recognized the abnormalities of a crazed man who had just become sane.  The evidences on his body showed that he had been under the domination of the evil spirits for a long time. He had lived at the grave site; crying loudly day and night; beating himself up until his body became black and blue.  

Jesus came to this far away region to rescue this man out of his wretched condition.  Jesus accepted the proposal to allow the evil spirits to go into a herd of pigs in order to rescue the possessed man because the worth of one man was so valuable to Him.  But then the villagers shunned Jesus like he was an evil or dangerous man.  When He came, they did not see good luck but instead they suffered the disaster of losing thousands of pigs.  Jesus quietly left in humiliation without a word of defense.  

Overwhelmed by emotion, the man stood next to the boat as if he wanted to share the bitterness with Jesus, he would never forget the humiliation that Jesus suffered.  The man expressed his gratitude and begged to follow Jesus in order to work for Him.  But Jesus looked at the man with loving eyes and told him to stay there on the piece of land to become evidence of Jesus’ saving grace to others.  

The love and the sacrifices by Jesus always touch the emotions of those who are saved.  Only when we recognize our lost condition can we then look at the Cross with a thankful attitude.  Those who believe in God but do not see the difference between the old life under the domination of sin and the new life under the leadership of the Holy Spirit, these persons are still unable to understand the immense price that our Savior had to pay.  The heart that is stirred when one experiences the love of Christ must change to become a force to serve Him.  Those who are grateful to God will not be silent but they will tell others of their own experience as to how God has saved them.

Love will always be expressed through selfless acts.  Because of us, our Savior suffered shame and bitterness.

Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." Mark 5:19

Bible Story based on Mark 5:1-20

Story #37
There is Someone Who Always Cries with Me

It was rare for the people who followed Jesus to see him cry.  However, on that particular day, they saw with their own eyes the tears that rolled down His cheeks. It was touching to see a man cry.  The multitudes that surrounded Jesus whispered to each other, saying “Look! See how much He loves Lazarus”. 
Jesus clearly knew that in a few minutes He would raise Lazarus from death.  So, why did Christ cry? He did not cry because of the loss or the separation from Lazarus.  No, Jesus cried because of the people who stood around Him who were feeling sad and mourning for the loss of Lazarus.  Jesus did not tell with the bereaved family that He would raise Lazarus from the dead when He first arrived.  Even though it was a short time before He would perform the miracle, He wanted to share with them the sincere emotion of sadness, with tears of love and sympathy.

One of the reasons the Son of God took on the human body was to be able to share with us the different emotional states. Even though God is an all-knowing and all-powerful God,  He still could not totally feel in His Holy Being the hunger, the cold, the sadness, the loss and separation, the loneliness, or the hatred from others.  Only when He came to earth, did He completely feel those emotions.  No one can accuse God of being so far from human beings because He came and shared in our sufferings. 
There are times when you have fallen into the darkness of sorrow, sensing that you are so small, and feeling like not having a single friend in the world.  You may have felt that you are powerless when facing failures, defeat, loss, illness, or death.  When your tears fall down, you may think it may go unnoticed.  Remember that there are always two drops of tears that fall; one drop is from you and the other one is from God.  He never lets you cry alone, He always cries with you.

There is never a drop of tear that our Savior does not know about.  There is not a single sadness that He does not pay attention to.
Jesus wept. John 11:35
Bible Story based on John 11:1-46

Story #38
What Will We See?

The crowd was waiting to hear what the men had to say.  These reporters were the brave men who were selected to be in the special group of 12 spies to penetrate into the land of Canaan with the responsibility of surveying the land.  Their accounts were vitally important, because the entire population would be affected by what was being reported.  Ten spies gave the news that: “The land that we went in to survey is the land that will eat us alive.  All the people we saw were like giants.” The other two spies told this story of: “That land is the land truly full of milk and honey.”

Both of the reports were correct, but the issue was what the spies focused on.  The ten spies only saw the giant people as the enemy; while the other two held on tightly to the promise of God and focused only on the prosperity of the Promised Land.  Ten people used threats to cause God’s people to step backward and to doubt God; pushing them into thinking that God was bringing them into the valley of death.  On the other hand, the two spies were encouraging the people to strongly move forward because God was with them.
Today, what do we see in our chaotic daily life when we face many different challenges?  Do we see peace even when “we walk through the valley of death” under the guidance of God or are we disappointed and afraid in front of the dark unsettling future?  We are often like the 10 spies who only saw the giants of unemployment, sickness, hardship; being afraid that these giants would swallow us up.  We totally forget that our God is bigger than those giants, having authority to help us win and give us what He had promised.  
 When we think of the hardship, we easily forget how God had rescued us in the past and guided us through all the crooked and dangerous paths of our life.  Let us notice the bright future set aside for us because God had paid a very high price so that we can have it.

When we focus on the darkness surrounding us, the fear will grow bigger causing us to lose faith in God.

We saw the Nephilim there (the descendants of Anak come from the Nephilim). We seemed like grasshoppers in our own eyes, and we looked the same to them." 

Numbers 13:33

Bible Story based on Numbers 13

Story #39
Do They Deserve to Die?


Two huge healthy looking bears stepped out onto the road from the jungle.  The bears were very fast when they tore the youth who were frantically running on the road leading to Bethel, to pieces.  42 youths died under the claws of these female bears.  That was a sad ending to the jeers that the young men used to taunt the prophet Elisha:  “Go on up, you baldhead!”
 Bethel was the center of idol worship, dominated by different unorthodox religions.  It was a place for gathering of those who opposed God, at a time period when God’s people seriously became unfaithful to Him. This group of youth was educated by their parents about idol worship in order to oppose God.  They were preparing a plan with the main purpose of insulting God’s prophet.  That was not all; their parents and the youth themselves were intentional in insulting God in order to glorify the gods they worshipped.  God’s prophet, because of His honor, had given the parents a very expensive lesson about fear and respect for the Lord.


God’s servants are chosen people and they receive authority from God until God Himself puts them away.  We may ask: “Is their work worthy, how come God used them?”... The authority belongs to God, not us.  When we offend the people who are serving God, we are offending God Himself because we assume God lacks wisdom by utilizing such an unworthy person to serve Him!  
Let look at David, even though he was anointed by Samuel to become king, he still respected King Saul even when God had turned away from Saul.  The time period between when God turned away from Saul until the day Saul died was not short.  God had reasons to allow Saul to continue to govern even though his heart was full of sin.  “God will not be scorned.”  He also will not allow for His servants to be scorned.  Therefore, those people who are not worthy of their responsibilities, God Himself will act.
God defends those He had chosen to serve Him.  We need to show respect to God’s servants.

He turned around, looked at them and called down a curse on them in the name of the Lord. Then two bears came out of the woods and mauled forty-two of the youths. 

II King 2:24
Bible Story based on II King 2:23-24

Story #40
Loved His Wife So Much that He Sinned 


Many people commonly think that Satan tempted Adam to eat the forbidden fruit.  But the truth is that Satan only tempted Eve, while Adam was tempted by Eve.  Our forefather and our foremother were tempted in two totally different arenas.  She was tempted because “the fruit looks good to the eyes and looked so valuable in order to help her become wiser” and he was tempted because.... he loved her too much.  


When Eve came near Adam with the half eaten forbidden fruit in her hand, he understood the fact that from this point his wife would eventually die.  Adam could not endure the thought that he will have to be permanently separated from Eve.  Adam lost his trust in God; so in the end he disobeyed God’s command.  He did not believe that God could create another Eve for him; he did not believe that although this Eve sinned and would die, that God is able to create another woman for him.  Adam decided to have the same fate as the one he loved.  When God cursed the earth, He said to Adam: “Because you listened to your wife and ate the fruit that I told you not to eat, therefore, the land is cursed because of you...”  Because Adam loved the only woman he had so much, he considered the love of God as less important.

Emotion is like a knife with two edges.  It is capable of driving us to act nobly and good; or it could be the reason that our life is destroyed.  It is not easy to win over the reasoning of the heart because when we are in love, we are willing to accept all the consequences.  Even when one is walking down the wrong path, a person in love may still be determined to keep on with what he has chosen.
  Solomon, who was very experienced in love, made this statement: “Love is as strong as death.” (Song of Songs 8:6).  Because love has strong power and great influence, it needs to be under the guidance of God.  Our Savior does not make us surrender our will to Him by performing miracles or by giving us empty promises but He comes to us with love.  He wants our love for Him to be strong enough so that we will obey His voice.

Emotions can push us toward unwise decisions.  Let us put God’s wish above all our emotions.
When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. Genesis 3:6

Bible Story based on Genesis 3:6-19

Story #41
Fled without a Piece of Clothing
From the moment that Adam and Eve sinned, they instantly recognized their nakedness.  The first task they did after they ate the forbidden fruit was to tie the leaves together as clothing to cover their naked bodies.  Since then, being naked is something that is considered shameful.  People use pieces of cloth to cover their body.  However, on the night that Jesus was arrested, there was a young man who was so frighten when the people tried to capture him that he, in his nakedness, ran away to hide, leaving behind his covering cloak.  When a fearful situation suddenly occurred, in order to save himself, he did not even think about the shame of being naked as significant.


The clothes the Jewish people normally wear include an undergarment and an outside cloak which was made out of silk.  This young man did not wrap himself with the groin cloth, most likely because he was in a hurry to come and see what was happening to Jesus.  His cloak was made out of linen and not out of silk possibly because he was a rich man.  These small special hidden details being recorded led the Bible investigators to conclude that the young man was John Mark, the author of the gospel of Mark.


Fear makes us frantic, lose our composure, and act recklessly without thinking in order to escape the dreaded situation.  Fear kills our faith, dominates our reliance upon God, and destroys our hope.  In the area of love, fear lessens the feeling of love, limits the endearing expressions, and interferes with our thoughts.  Fear is like a tidal wave, pushing us toward situations that we have to fight to escape, causing the feeling restlessness, and making us unable to do things that we desire.  Fear makes us confused so we want to run away and hide.  

God normally calms his people with the familiar opening words of a sentence: “Fear not!”  God guarantees us that there is nothing that happens to us without his foreknowledge.  All the things that God allows to happen to us are included in the heavenly plan, in order for our faith to be tested; preparing us for the judgment day, the day that we receive everlasting life.

Where there is faith, there is no fear. If one is being afraid, then he will never understand the meaning of faith.
Then everyone deserted him and fled. Mark 14:50

Bible Story based on Mark 14:50-52

Story #42
“What is Mine is Yours!”

Jesus wrote a very lively skit which neatly wraps up the way that each one of us lives.  The parable told by Jesus helps us have a different perspective regarding those around us and how we can live a life in accordance with the Bible’s teaching.  The skit was divided into different characters: a few men who acted as robbers, one victim, one scribe, one Levite, one Samaritan, and one inn owner.  The props used included: oil, wine, a small sum of money, and a donkey.  There were only two different scenes:  a deserted road and the inside of a small inn.

The actors performed as follows:  The robbers robbed; the victim was beaten and was moaning; the scribe and the Levite showed indifference towards the victim by walking away; the Samaritan stretched out his hands and helped the victim.  The inn owner, in his supporting role, was to take care of the victim and receive payment.


We can temporarily divide the actors into three different types of characters and come to the following conclusions regarding their philosophies regarding life:

1. The robbers:  What is yours is mine! What is mine is mine.
2. The scribe, the Levite:  What is yours is yours!  What is mine is mine.
3. The Samaritan:  What is yours is yours!  What is mine is yours.

The players showed three different characters:  The robbers were greedy, the scribe was selfishly indifferent; the Samaritan was self-sacrificing.  We do not have to discuss about the robbers simply because they were robbers.  But those who only know how to live for themselves, unconcerned about other people’s difficult situations, and afraid to be bothered with others; that way of life deserves to be condemned.  
If one is truly a Christian, one needs to live like the compassionate Samaritan.  Jesus wanted to discuss the reality of indifference between us and those who are around us.  Seemingly, we select a small number of people to become our neighbors.  Those who we like, we carry out with them the law of God’s love.  On the other hand, those we do not like, we act as if we do not know them and ask “Who is my neighbor?”

Whether one lives as a small-minded or generous man is dependent on his view of how his neighbors should be treated.
Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." Luke 10:37b

Bible Story based on Luke 10:25-37

Story #43
The Project of Arrogant Minds

People were terrified when they remembered the events of the Great Flood.  Even though God promised never to destroy the earth by the flood again, many people continued to discuss the plan to build a tall pyramid just in case if the flood occurred again.  This way they could escape the disaster.  They drew up the plans for a big city and in the middle of the city was a tall pyramid that reached up to the sky.  The work started.  This construction project was a project of a group of godless people who demonstrated arrogance.  It was a project that challenged God.  It created the foundation that taught the younger generations about exhibition and the spirit of haughtiness.  The people wanted to honor themselves and teach their children to forget about the Creator.


Because the plan was based on arrogance, God did not allow the people to finish the project.  He caused the peoples to start speaking many different languages.  One person could not understand the plan of another person; therefore, they wrongly moved the building materials.  They tried to express their thinking, but they failed.  Disappointed, they left the building site and the plan was interrupted.  The people who spoke the same language gathered together and lived among each other.  The pyramid was destroyed by God.  This was a story about the origin of the different languages we have in our world today.  The pyramid was named “Babel” which means chaos.

Hidden in our mind are the ideas of self reliance and boastfulness.  We frequently want to be admired and praised.  So when Satan suggests that we build for ourselves different pyramids, our egos do not want to refuse.  The pyramids in our heart are built in order to satisfy our pride or lead us to worship things.  When we place an obsession above the fear of God, we break the second commandment: “Do not make for yourself any idol.” 
Each one of us has a tower of Babel in our heart.  The desired things that causes us to go against God’s will is our tower of Babel.  Lets put those arrogant thoughts aside and do not nourish them any longer.  Let’s turn our heart toward the generosity of God so that we can lower ourselves and live more humbly.

Those who are busy building towers to praise themselves will have to lie under the rubble of those towers someday.

So the Lord scattered them from there over all the earth, and they stopped building the city.  Genesis 11:8
Bible Story based on Genesis 11:1-9

Story #44

The Ray of Light that Eternally Saves

If we talk about him, then we must use all the fine words to describe him.  He was a special man who was intelligent and energetic.  At this point in history, he was needed to put away the heretics who followed a criminal by the name of Jesus who was given the death sentence by crucifixion.  The man was Saul, a Jewish man, who despised Christians.  He proclaimed that he, himself, has to totally destroy the roots of the people whose beliefs and practices were against the traditional Jewish religion.  He considered Christians as heretics.  Saul believed that Christians had to be punished regardless whether they were men or women. 
One day, Saul asked for a letter of recommendation from the high priest so he could go to Damascus in search of the Christians to persecute them.  On the road to Damascus, a bright light shined from heaven surrounding Saul causing him to fall to the ground.  A short conversation occurred with the voice from above helped Saul recognize that he was persecuting the Savior and harming the true followers of Christ.  At that instant, Saul met Jesus.   Living with his blindness for a few short days, Saul had the opportunity to reflect on his hot temper and erroneous actions.  His eyes were opened and he became one of the great Disciples of Christ with his name being changed to Paul. 

Many people think they are serving God, but in reality they do not know much about Him.  They have not met God and they are strangers to Him.   They only know God in their thinking but not with their heart.  They understand the Bible a great deal, but the teachings never touch their soul.  Their work may be successful; the roads they travel appear bright; they are respected by many; but they still have not met God!  Saul thought he was serving God, but in reality, he was persecuting God.  
Some time we think we are helping but in reality we are destroying.  All the things that we do will become useless if we move in the wrong direction.  The key point is that we must meet God and allow Him touch our heart.
If we work for God enthusiastically but never meet Him personally; we can become the instruments in the hand of Satan.

He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" Acts 9:4
Bible Story based on Acts 9:1-9

Story #45
Must Go Out!

Being a shepherd was a traditional occupation for the Jewish people.  The shepherds herded a large number of sheep in a group along with other shepherds.  In order to have enough green grass as food for the sheep, the shepherds had to take the flock to far away places.  Sometime they had to travel great distances and might not return for several days.  It was a normal occurrence for the sheep to get lost occasionally. Sheep might get lost because they were busy playing, or maybe they ran away from the group and could not find their way back to the fold.   Sheep could also get lost because they were so busy drinking water from the small creek, and when they looked up, their mates had already traveled far ahead.  


The above are the familiar images in a story that Jesus told in an animated way including the details of how a shepherd left the 99 sheep in order to find a single lost sheep.  He also described the great joy of the shepherd when he was able to locate the lost sheep.  Two very distinctive points that emerge from this story told by Jesus are:  First, we have to go out and look; second, once we find we will be happy.


The responsibility of finding the lost sheep is important as well as urgent.  The church today has so many different busy tasks to accomplish, that sometimes the job of soul wining becomes less significant.  It seems that we only take care of each other and do not think about taking care of people outside of the church.  We hang around familiar people and things and feel satisfied with our accomplishments.  The sheep within the fold are seemingly content with the flock that they belong to and no longer are concerned about the sheep outside of the fold who are facing different life situations.


The message of the lost sheep is that we must go out even though it might be more difficult and take more time!  Although we have to leave the rest of the flock in the desert for a little while, we must go out in order to find lost sheep.  The actions of looking for lost souls always softens the hearts of men.  Displaying a caring attitude towards others will create a lasting impression upon them that nothing can be compared to.  If we only invite and wait for people to come, they might say thank you; but if we come to them in love and empathy, they might walk together with us.

Pastors who only preach inside the church are like shepherds who just stand there and wait for the lost sheep to return by themselves.

Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. Does he not leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after the lost sheep until he finds it? Luke 15:4

Bible Story based on Luke 15:3-7

Story #46
Not a Map in Hand!

No one dares to depart when he does not know where he is going.  This characteristic is one of the similarities between men and animals.  Animals never dare to jump when they have not seen the place where their feet will land!  The area of land was so vast with no paved road; the transportation method was undeveloped; the population was sparse; the communication was difficult, but when God called Abraham to leave his country, he obeyed without one bit of hesitation.  Abraham did not ask God for a map!  The resettlement of Abraham was not a simple movement because it included his loved ones, his servants, his animals, and all his belongings. Abraham did not have even a little bit of doubt; he totally trusted in the leading of God.


The scientific world pushes mankind to look at the world though their intellects more than their faith. With that statement, however, it does not mean that faith is the opposite of science because there are quite a few scientists whose faith became stronger because of their discoveries about the wonderful mysteries of this universe. The kind of faith that we want to discuss through the life of Abraham is a total submission kind of faith.  Although we are sons and daughters of God, we are still afraid and do not dare to totally give up our future to be under His guidance.  We only entrust to Him when we feel sure of things or when we see the total assurance of security; but that is no longer faith.


Often, we seek our own paths rather than asking God to choose the way for us; maybe because the road chosen by God appears to be unclear and unsteady.  Let us remember that it is easy for us to choose a certain road, however where the road will lead us at the end is the question we do not have an answer for; everything is only based on our prediction.  When God chooses for us a road, even though it may be hard, He certainly knows where it will end.  God always saves the best things for His children.  We do not have to be afraid when He calls us to go out even when we do not have a map in hand.     

A simple and pure faith in God is when we place God as the only focal point in our 
life.

By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. Hebrew 11:8
Bible Story based on Genesis 12:1-9

 Story #47
“All It Takes is for a Fox to Climb Up!” 

Rubble laid disarrayed in the desolate scenes throughout the city of Jerusalem, presenting a challenge for the people who were exerting much effort to clean up.  Their wish was to rebuild the walls of the city, but there was only a small number of people, and there was so much work to be done that it appeared to be more than they could handle.  However, the biggest hindrance they faced was not the partially burned bricks, not even the lack of materials or manpower, but it was the criticisms of the enemy and the secret plan to destroy their rebuilding efforts.  
Nehemiah was determined to face the severe criticisms, the ridicules, the insults, and all the dirty tricks.  Although the new wall was only half the height of the original wall, all the holes were filled and the rubble was slowly being cleaned up. While the people were of doing the work of rebuilding the wall they also had to pay attention to the potential attacks of the enemy.  Regardless of the jeers, the wall was rebuilt.  It stood tall and firm as an answer against those who criticized it by saying:  “A wall like that is going to crumple even when only a single fox climb up it!”

Satan prompts people to criticize each other.  He gives advice to those who want to ruin other people’s plan by using condemnation which is an old but very effective strategy.  Criticism as an attack method can bring easy wins.  Many are defeated because they cannot endure disapprovals.  When one is dishearten because of negative words going back and forth, they do not have enough spirit or courage to continue with the work therefore their plans will be abandoned.  


We need to exercise our mental power in order to face criticisms.  If you are a leader, it is even more vital to possess greater ability to endure disapproval than others.  We do not need to be inflexible or obstinate that we cannot accept other people ideas.  But we need to pray that God will help us to be able to discern the difference between sincere and constructive criticism versus fault finding criticisms. We need to rise above fault finding criticism.  When we give all our plans to God, He will help us be successful.
Those who criticize others normally cannot do much.  Those who are productive are often criticized.

When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding the wall, he became angry and was greatly incensed. He ridiculed the Jews.  Nehemiah 4:1


Bible Story based on Nehemiah 4:1-6

Story #48
Live Truthfully with Each Other


The Jewish people and the non-Jewish people did not eat together.  This was their ordinary custom carried through many different generations because the Jews who were chosen by God considered the non-Jews as not worthy to sit together with them at the same table.  After Jesus ascended back to heaven, this belief was fiercely debated.  The majority agreed to abandon this tradition because the Savior came to save both the Jews and the Gentiles.  
One day, the apostle Peter came to visit the people in the city of Antioch.  He boldly and joyfully sat down and ate together with the Gentiles, as if to show that he had turned away from the wrong beliefs of his people and he fitted in with the non-Jewish people who believed in Christ.  But while they were eating there were a group of conservative Jews that walked into the house, Peter quickly stood up and no longer dared to dine together with the Gentiles.  Paul reprimanded Peter and the other Christians about this insincerely act.  Peter wanted to be close and mingle with the Gentiles, but he was afraid of the reactions of the conservative Jews.  That way of living was not good.  If he was truly enlightened by God about the belief toward the non-Jews, then he needed to affirm the belief through his action.


Whatever we believe in our heart, that belief will be evidenced through our actions.  Many people do not live truthfully.  They cover their true opinion by false actions.  They do not have enough courage to live honestly with themselves.  They want to win other people’s heart; but it is not worth it to live untruthfully with yourself in order to win others over.


The church can never be able to rise to a higher level of unity and love if individual church members do not learn how to live honestly with each other.  Deceit destroys trust.  If we are only superficially happy with each other, we are building a weak shell so when conflict arises, the fragile cover will shatter into little pieces.
If one does not dare to live by what he believes in his heart; that is not only cowardness, but also delusion to oneself.
Before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gentiles. But when they arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gentiles because he was afraid of those who belonged to the circumcision group. Galatians 2:12
  
Bible Story based on Galatians 2:11-14
Story #49

The Sick One Died!
The man was extremely worried because his only child who was a twelve years old girl, lying at home gravely ill.  He forced his way through the crowd, kneeled down in front of Jesus and begged Him to please hurry and come to his house in order to cure his little girl quickly.  That man was Jairus, the manager of a synagogue.  Because Jesus was surrounded by so many sick peoples, He could not leave right away to come to Jairus’ home.  Christ had to heal other people first.  A moment later, a messenger from Jairus’ household came and brought the news that Jairus’ daughter took her last breath, therefore, no need to bother Jesus any more.
Jairus’ hope disappeared.  He did not blame Jesus, but felt disappointed because of Jesus’ delay in coming to his house.  He thought if Jesus had gone earlier, maybe his daughter would still have a chance to live.  He had faith; however, his faith stopped at the point where he believed Jesus could only save his daughter when she was gravely ill; but now that she had died, Jesus would not be able to do anything.  Knowing what Jairus was thinking, Jesus calmed him. Christ went to the house.  Even though the girl had definitely expired, He raised her from death, witnessed by three of His close disciples and the parents of the girl.
We often plead with God to help deliver us according to our own thinking and not according to His plan.  Jairus did not want his daughter to die, but God let her die. Similar to that scenario, sometime it seems like God purposely does not accept our pleading prayers. In fact, He places us in desperate situations that we beg not to have to face.  That is because God wants to train our faith.  He wants us to experience that in whatever hopeless situations we have to encounter, we have to trust that He can deliver us.  
Because we have little faith, we stop at what we can visualize, when in fact our powerful God is able to fulfill many things beyond our imagination.  When the baby girl died, Jairus’ faith needed to be stronger.  When God has not accepted our prayer, we need to trust Him even more.
The light of faith only shines brightly when we truly are in the darkness of adversity.

Hearing this, Jesus said to Jairus, "Don't be afraid; just believe, and she will be healed." Luke 8:50
Bible Story based on Luke 8:40-42, 49-56

Story #50
 A Dream in the Middle of a Journey

The young man was leaving his home country and his elderly parents behind in a confused emotional state.  He never had to be away from home before.  From his childhood until he became a mature young adult, he stayed close to the family, doing the tasks of raising livestock and helping his mom with the home maker chores.  But now, the situation forced him to leave.  The journey was unfamiliar and the future was uncertain.  He had no travel companion or anyone to show him the way.  His heart contained a tremendous amount of sadness caused by factors such as missing his mom; tormented by the knowledge that he tricked his father and his brother.  
Exhausted, he put his head on a rock and fell asleep.  His dream that night brought tremor into his heart, causing him to be suddenly awakened even though it was still totally dark.  God appeared to him through the dream with the scene of a ladder being traveled up and down by angels.  The ladder represented the unity, a connection, an endless communication between God and his beloved children.  He understood that God’s presence is everywhere.

Jacob thought he was totally alone and had lost everything including his loved ones forever from his life.  Feeling so guilty about the enormous sin of deceiving his brother caused him to feel that he could never be forgiven.  He thought “God probably left me too.”  But God appeared to Jacob in a dream, reminded him about the promise with his ancestor, and affirmed that He would never turn away from him.  

The rays of hope through the love of God can penetrate through all the darkness of sin.  Even if the distant between heaven and earth seems infinite, the connection by the love of God for sinners still prevails.  You are never totally alone unless you insist on thinking that you are alone.  There is not a single moment, not a single place or situation when God does not see you.  His ever presence covers your whole life in every single step and in every single act.  God already knows our every single thought before we even speak.
Our God frequently displays His presence in situations where we think He is absent.
I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go, and I will bring you back to this land. I will not leave you until I have done what I have promised you." Genesis 28:15
Bible Story based on Genesis 28:10-22

Story #51

Spiritual Things Became Earthly Things

No one can even recognize that this was the church of God anymore because the church was full of opposing groups, divisions, and lack of harmony! The place where it should have been called the house of love, a place of togetherness, an example of peace, now became a meeting place of the worst people.  The fellowship meal called Communion was even more sorrowful because people squabbled over the good food.  The powerful people and the people with high positions sat and ate until their heart content; leaving the poor church members with the scanty leftovers. 
What a pitiful scene!  It was a tragedy!  The Communion became a common worldly party.  No one cared about another person.  They were competing, greedy, selfish, haughty, unfair, and along all the other awful characteristics.  We are describing the Corinthian church, but it could become the reality of our own church if we are not careful!

Satan no longer tries to destroy the church; he helps the church grow, but grow in the depravity so that the church will become the laughing stock for the world.  The thing the church should fear the most is not the attack from outside but of the internal collapse.  The church today is facing great challenges.  The unbelievers are looking to the church for guidance and they demand a solid moral foundation from the Christian church.  The church is being tested in a society that is increasing in sins and declining in morality.  
The power of the cross must be proven through each individual Christian’s daily living.  The church must be able to absolutely prove that point.  The church must be the shining light of the truth.  It must create faith for those who are utterly tired with the struggles in this world.  If the church does not help peoples come nearer to God, move to a higher standard of living, possess more love, and live a more useful life, then the church is pushing people towards hell even though hell is not yet a reality!  If that is the truth then nothing could be worse.
God’s church in the last days is facing a grave danger of becoming the instrument for the anti-Christ.
In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good.  I Corinthians 11:17
Bible Story based on I Corinthians 11:17-22

Story #52
Beautiful but Useless!

The fig tree in the land of Palestine is a type of fruit tree.  The height of a fig tree depends on the condition of the soil.   It may be as tall as an average person or it can be as short as a bush.  In the spring time, the flowers of a fig tree always come out before the appearance of the leaves.  That means when a fig tree is full of leaves, it is already bearing fruits.  Usually, the fig tree has two fruit bearing seasons each year.  The fruit of the fig tree is very cooling to the body; it may be eaten fresh or dried, and also can be used as medicine.

When Jesus was hungry, He came next to the fig tree.  Even though it was not fruit bearing season, Christ was hoping there was fruit because He saw that the tree was full of leaves.  But this fig tree caused Him disappointment.  This situation was so unique because the particular tree was full of leaves but did not have a single fruit.  It tricked every one and it was going against the natural cycle of a fig tree.   This tree misrepresented itself to the people around it.  The people were waiting for its usefulness, but in reality it was a useless thing.  Jesus did not want anyone to be deceived by this fig tree anymore.  He did not accept the misleading appearance therefore He cursed the fig tree!

Jesus hates hypocrisy.  During the few years while He performed His duties on this earth, Christ often had to face different types of people who created an impressive image; beautiful outside but in reality their inside were hollow or ugly.  We can deceive other people by the remarkable outside appearance, but we cannot deceive God.   We may be able to trick other people for a short time, but then at the end, the truth will come out. Those who follow God are commanded to live a fruitful life.  The fruits of the Spirit are the characteristics that come from the heart; while superficial appearances are only fakes.  The thing that many people hope they get from us is sincere helpfulness.  Like a fruit tree must bears fruit, a Christian must bears good deeds.

The true worth of someone is not from the decoration on the outside but it is based on how much benefit he brings to other peoples.

Early in the morning, as he was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. Seeing a fig tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, "May you never bear fruit again!" Immediately the tree withered. 

Matthew 21:18-19

Bible Story based on Matthew 21:18-22

Meditate on Luke 13:6-9

Story #53
“Do you have the Right to be Angry?”

Like a little kid whose parents did not appeased him, Jonah was angry and discontent with God.  Previously, he was reluctant to go to Nineveh in order to warn the people about their sins.  And when he finally went, his message to the people of Nineveh was about the destruction of the city and not about repentance.  So when the people of Nineveh truly repented and came back to God, and God changed His mind about destroying the city, Jonah became angry.  Jonah thought his reputation and honor was heavily wounded because he had pronounced that after 40 days the city of Nineveh will be destroyed, but now it was not going to happen!  
Jonah was dissatisfied because God was so forgiving.  Jonah wanted the people in the city of Nineveh to have to die so that his pronouncement would come true.  He pressured God by using the method of torturing himself.  He placed himself under the scorching sun on top of the sloping hill outside on the east side of the city.  He sat and waited to see if God would protect his honor by carrying out the destruction of Nineveh or not! The story about the vine that protected Jonah from the sun was a profound lesson about the love God.  It reminds us to reflect on our own attitude toward the destiny of the people who do not know God.


Jonah is the image of the type of God’s servants who deserve to be loved more than blamed.  Today, many accept the calling and the responsibility of carrying out God’s work but they do not truly understand the love of God and His love for the souls of human kind.  They place their own pride higher than other people’s fate.  They preach the words of God so that they themselves will be praised.  They work eagerly and enthusiastically, but their work is not helpful in soul wining because the focus is only on their own success.  Anything that goes against their liking, they instantly become bitter, angry, and dissatisfied.  The book of Jonah ended with a question from God to Jonah.  That same question encourages those who serve God to return to the truthful way of a gentle shepherd who loves his own flock.

God’s servant who puts a high value on his own honor is not serving God but he is working for himself.
But God said to Jonah, "Do you have a right to be angry about the vine?" 
      "I do," he said. "I am angry enough to die." Jonah 4:9

Bible Story based on Jonah 4

Story #54
Came for War, But Forgave Instead!
An opportunity for revenge finally came to end the existing rivalry which went on for the last 20 years.  For 20 years, Esau lived in misery.  The hatred caused him to age early with a face imprinted with smothering anger and signs of being tired of life.  20 years, he had to perform hard and physically exhausting labor because he had lost all the rights and blessings of being the first born.  Now, Esau was leading an army of 400 people in order to seek revenge after he heard that Jacob was returning to their home country.

But the night Jacob wrestled with the angel while feeling true repentance, had changed everything.  In only one night, God turned the thinking of Esau against Jacob towards a totally different direction.  Esau thought about how his younger brother was having to be away from their home country for the last 20 years and how Jacob had to run away in order to stay alive. Esau also thought that Jacob must be suffering greatly because Rebecca, their mother, passed away but Jacob did not even have an opportunity to say goodbye or attend her funeral.  Esau believed Jacob was truly sorry for all his mistakes.  So in the early morning time with those thoughts in mind, Esau instructed his servants not to take revenge out on Jacob like his original plan.
And when they finally met again, the twin sons of Isaac hugged each other and cried.  Everything changed; the hatred gave way to love and forgiveness.

At times, we are not able to accomplish all our legitimate wishes because we do not pray with all our hearts.  If we did so the world would change; people’s hearts would change; nothing is too difficult for God.  All the dangers that are waiting to harm us would become ineffective; enemies would become friends; and foes would become helpers; if only we touch the loving heart of God by our strong faith and true repentance. 
 We have nothing to fear in this small world because this world has been redeemed by God from Satan.  Fear is the enemy of faith.  The person who has faith has no fear.  There is no problem that is too big for our God to handle.

God will change the heart of those who are against us if we pray to Him in humility and repentance.

But Esau ran to meet Jacob and embraced him; he threw his arms around his neck and kissed him. And they wept. Genesis 33:4
Bible Story based on Genesis 33
Story #55

Unable to Resist the Sleepiness

The garden was deserted.  The wind gently blowing and moving the leaves, created the soft sound which easily put people into a deep sleep.  They tried to stay awake; but quite a few times they nodded off.  They fought the sleepiness by opening their eyes widely because they remembered that their Teacher had warned them: “Be awake”.  But the surrounding was so peaceful and falling to sleep became a temptation they could not resist.  All three of them nodded off and fell into a sound slumber almost like being dead.  


Jesus chose the three disciples closest to him to come to the garden with Him and wait for Him while He prayed.  Jesus also wanted for them to pray for their own soul because He knew together with Him they would have to face a most tempting hour that was about to come.  But they failed and when the terrible hour came, they did not have enough power to resist the fear and temptations.  They left Jesus alone with a pack of aggressive wolves.

The physical self and the spiritual strength are in a relationship that cannot be separated.  When our body is tired, our mental powers become weak, our energy decreases, our mental capacity becomes dull, our emotions become mixed up; and we easily yield into temptations because we lose our clear thinking.  The ability to keep our spiritual life alive while our body is tired is not an easy task. If the disciples had realized the seriousness of the temptations they had to face, they would have recognized their own weakness and the need to receive power from God, and then they would have most likely overcome the detrimental sleepiness.  They lost an opportunity to share with Christ the most important moment in the plan of salvation.

Today, Satan makes us so busy and tired from the dozen of tasks in our daily life so when we come home and after all the necessary tasks are completed, we cannot wait to go to sleep, leaving behind all the hardship.  The business of life and our tiredness robs us the opportunity to receive the spiritual power through prayer.
One who possesses more mental strength than an ordinary person is able to control the wants of his body; being the boss he is able to direct his own body.
"Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the body is weak." Matthew 26:41
Bible Story based on Matthew 26:36-50

Story #56
When the Disciples Became Angry!

Feeling offended because the people did not want to welcome their Teacher, the two men nicknamed of the “sons of thunder” (Mark 3:17) planned to have fire pour out from heaven to destroy the city of Samaria!  Luckily, they asked Jesus for His opinion and Jesus scolded them.  If not, they probably would have carried out their idea to calm their anger.

James and John were named by Jesus as the sons of thunder most likely because they were hot tempered.  Certainly, the two men knew they had the power to call fire to fall down from heaven.  They asked Jesus with a forceful voice.  They did not ask for Jesus to make the fire to fall down, but asked “Do You want us to do this?”  The person who was humiliated by the citizens of Samaria was Jesus; but Jesus was patient and in control.  He departed to another village without a word of reproach, while the disciples displayed volatile tempers.

We often bow our head in defeat because we do not possess enough power to fight back or we may fear the consequences.  If we held the power in our hands, we probably will punish all those who offend us!  The ability to endure only has true meaning when we have the ability to fight back and win but we accept the offense and walk away like a defeated man.  Sometimes we carry out good acts but are treated like a person who broke the law; or sometimes we know our opponent is wrong but we still forgive him and quietly reflect on our philosophy of life.  
Suffering is not a weakness; not a passive spirit or a pessimistic attitude.  But suffering is the struggle of the mind in order to be able to control self and to overcome our human tendency.  Those who value winning in this temporary life will fight to take control, curse whenever they are offended, and revenge when they were unkindly treated.  Self control is a valuable characteristic that was given by God to man and not to animals.  Self control is the ability to monitor our actions following the spirit of meekness in Jesus Christ.
If our Savior treats us the way we treat each other then none of us would be saved.
When the disciples James and John saw this, they asked, "Lord, do you want us to call fire down from heaven to destroy them?" Luke 9:54

Bible Story based on Luke 9:51-56

Story #57 
Reflections after Three Days in Jail


They went to buy grain; but how they suddenly ended up in jail did not make any sense!  The ten middle-age men put their heads together but could not think of a real good reason why they had been put in jail for the last 3 days.  At the end, they came to this conclusion:  Maybe this calamity occurred because in the past they had cruelly treated their younger brother Joseph.  Joseph was their half brother born of the same father but by a different mother.  When Joseph cried, they were laughing; when Joseph was begging, they did not care; and when Joseph asked them to spare his life, they sold him to a caravan of slaves!   They thought because of their cruel treatments against Joseph, regardless of how much explanation was given, the governor of the Egypt did not believe them.  He was not willing to forgive them!  While they were in jail like this, the men were able to contemplate how they had pushed Joseph into bondage.  They did not know whether he was alive or dead.  They thought: Truly, we have sinned against our ill fated younger brother and our elderly father, Jacob.

Only when we have to face the same circumstances as other people have to face then we will be able to truly empathize with them through our own feeling and experience.  Some time we cruelly treat each other, criticize and blame each other; all because we do not place ourselves in their situations.  The ability to understand each other has an important role in relationships, especially in our familial relationships.  We display cruel actions toward others; not being able to tolerate them if we are unable to understand them and do not accept them for who they are. When we think we are always right and the other person is wrong, we are not able to find a common language so in the end, our opposition becomes more severe and love wanes.


The people who work hard are often being criticized and complained against.  Those who criticize will stop being critical once they accept the responsibilities for the job and learn how hard it is.  The complainers would learn to keep quiet, not because of other people, but from their own experience that would teach them about empathy.
Before we do something or speak against another person, let us put ourselves in their emotional state and their situation.

They said to one another, "Surely we are being punished because of our brother. We saw how distressed he was when he pleaded with us for his life, but we would not listen; that's why this distress has come upon us." Genesis 42:21


Bible Story based on Genesis 42

Story #58

Fought then Ran Away and Hid

The shining sword reflected against the flickering light of the torches.  People heard a painful scream and saw a man fall down to the ground with blood profusely flowing from one side of his head.  The quietness of the garden of Gethsemane made the hollering sound travel much farther. Peter did not control his heroic spirit.  He took out his sword and cut off the ear of the servant of the most high priest, named Manchu.  Manchu was one of the men who was told to come and capture Jesus in the middle of the night.  

Peter was brave in protecting his Master.  But he was caught off guard when Jesus turned Himself in to the angry soldiers.  Confused and not being able to understand the situation, Peter ran away like the rest of the disciples; leaving Jesus behind in a fight against sin by Himself.

Peter acted out of his feeling but then when the situation turned and his emotions calmed down, he did something totally different compared to the beginning.  We may be following Jesus by our emotions.  One who lives by his passion does not necessarily deserve to be criticized because emotions can create the strength for one to act on tasks that another person who does not live by emotion may not able to carry out.  But emotion only creates a spur of the moment action, and following Jesus cannot be just a temporary project that we follow Him today and leave Him tomorrow.  
Faith is not an emotion.  True faith cannot be changed by different situations.  Faith needs to be a strong foundation in our lives regardless of whether we are feeling happy or sad, success or failure, lucky or unlucky.  Faith has to overcome our own emotions.  Faith is a very important factor in order to keep the proper relationship between us and God.  The severest temptation will come to the church in the last days.  Let us not give into our temporary emotions, don’t act too quickly without asking God for His will.
Let us control the actions that are based on feelings.  Let us look at the long term consequences that come from our actions.
Jesus commanded Peter, "Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father has given me?" John 18:11

Bible Story based on Luke 22:50-51, John 18:10-11

Story #59

If You Don’t Pay then go to Jail!

The man was trembling and kneeled down in front of the king, asking to be pardoned of the debt but it was too late.  The king commanded for him to be put in jail with specific instruction that he could only be permitted to go free once he finished paying the huge amount of debt.  
In jail, he reminisced of all the things that had occurred.  Previously, he owed the king $100,000. The king was generous and forgiving so that when he earnestly begged, the king forgave him of the whole debt.  Happily walking home, he met one of his friends who owed him $100; he was determined to get back the money even though his friend ardently begged him more than he begged the king.  But he insisted on putting his friend in jail until the debt was paid off.  Many of their close friends witnessed the situation and reported back to the king. So now, as things happened, he was sitting in jail maybe till the end of his life without knowing how he could repay the debt of $100,000.  The warden and other criminals, on a daily basis, saw him rubbing his head, pulling on his ears, thumbing his chest and crying out: “Only if I knew how to forgive.”


We truly receive generous forgiveness from God, but it is difficult for us to forgive others who hurt us.  Jesus intentionally told the story of the huge differences between the two debts, (10,000 talents in those days would be equal to $100,000 and 100 dineres would be equal to $100 today) so that we could compare the immense forgiveness that God reserves for us against our narrow mindedness towards others.  


The warning by God will become a reality one day.  He will judge us according to the way we treat other people.  The spirit of intolerance, arrogance and pride are like fertilizers that cause animosity to grow.  Let’s ask God to help us learn how to forgive, because the ability to forgive is an indication of our growing spiritual life in Christ.
We need and want for other people to be forgiving toward us, but we tend to be stingy when other people need us to be generous.

"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother from your heart."  Matthew 18:35
Bible Story based on Matthew 18:21-35

Story #60
Looking for Another God

They just witnessed a series of wonderful miracles like walking through the Red Sea, cloud covering during the day and fire covering during the night, manna falling down from heaven to feed them, water running out of the rock at Horeb, winning the battle against the Amalekites, and the sun stopped moving... but at the point where they had to practice being patient while waiting for Moses to come down from the mountain, their faith turned against God and they went to look for other idols.  A golden calf was made to become the religious leader to lead the Israelites in the middle of the vast desert.


They angered God because idol worship was a direct attack on God.  It proved that they had not changed at all from the customs of idol worship in the land of Egyptians., even though God had proved to them that He was the only true God.  They lowly bowed down to the golden calf and asked it to lead them.  They mistakenly thought that worshiping the calf was honoring God.  The instructions from God to Moses, on how to build the temporary temple, were interrupted.  God told Moses to come off the mountain, because it made no sense to build a temple for God when the people’s hearts still wanted to worship idols.


What good is it if we worship God but don’t accept His leading and when our hearts only wait for the instructions from this world!  Today, many church members do not view God as a necessary part in their lives.  They act as if they do not need the leadership of God.  They feel that waiting for God’s direction is too slow for the fast pace world they live in today.  They build a golden calf of “intellect” to lead them. In their business life, they need a “golden calf of business” to rule; in marriage they need a “golden calf of techniques on love” and they don’t need God.  They do not wait for God to lead but they lead themselves in their own lives.  They know God exists but they still have many other gods in their lives.

When God is silent, He wants to know if we have enough faith to overcome the moments we think He is absent from our lives!

I have seen these people," the Lord said to Moses, "and they are a stiff-necked people. Exodus 32:9

Bible Story based on Exodus 32:1-14

Story #61
Our Leftovers

After they received the instructions, everyone got into a long line and each line was made up of 50 people.  They had to make about 100 lines because there was approximately 5000 men there.  They were given bread and fish for dinner.  Jesus used the five loaves of bread and two small fishes to perform this miracle in order for the people to fill their stomachs.  They ate together in surprise; occasionally looking at the pieces of bread and fish to see if the bread and the fish were real.  Everyone ate till they were fully satisfied as evidenced by the left over fishes and bread laying on the lawn.  Let us imagine how beautiful the scene of green grass next to the vast sea was; but now the left over food of more than 5000 people was scattered all over, causing the scene to lose its elegant nature.

At that point, Jesus instructed for everyone to gather the leftovers from the meal.  Seemingly, He wanted to teach them about the principle of hygiene, the protection of nature, and to keep the scenery beautiful.  But probably more than that, He wanted every one to know how much was left over!  There were 12 baskets when they gathered up the leftovers.  Let us think - why the number of baskets of leftover food was mentioned in the Bible? 

Occasionally, in restaurants in Viet Nam, people witnessed this -  when customers stand up to leave the table after a meal, all the homeless children run to the table, pick up the bowls, gulp down the left over soup, and quickly swallow the food that’s left on the table.  Our extra food may keep someone else from being hungry for a whole day!  When the economy is good, children learn to live extravagantly and forget about conserving, economizing or being thrifty.  Let us pick up the leftovers.  Let us value what God has given us and not be wasteful.  Let us think about the poor people, and learn to live simpler and thriftier lives. Even the simple grain of rice we cannot create, so let us not be wasteful.

When we are wasteful, we are guilty to those who are needy around us, and we sin against the Creator of this universe.

They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over. Luke 9:17

Bible Story based on Luke 9:10-17

Story #62
A Special Friendship

For some people, it is easy to become close friends; but the friendship between David and Jonathan was not that easy.  Jonathan was the current prince and in the very near future he would replace his father as the king to govern the nation.  On the other hand, David was a threat to the throne.  Not only was David being anointed by Samuel to become the next king, he also won the heart of God and of men.  Jonathan should have agreed with his father to eliminate his future peril by getting rid of David.  But on the opposite, Jonathan and David truly loved each other.

King Saul tried different tactics to kill David.  He did not suspect that his own son, the future king, was secretly giving information so that David could escape the harmful plot.  Jonathan had to rise above many difficult things in order to keep the friendship with David; such as turning away from his own interest, honestly recognizing the hatred by his father against David was wrong, and bravely protecting David when he knew that David was blameless.  Jonathan and David had so many different reasons to hate each other, but they loved each other.  There were many things that could have caused jealousy but they lived in peace; many misunderstandings that could have separated them from each other but they ended up with empathy and closeness.  We could consider this as one of the most beautiful stories about friendship.

True friends will know how to listen and share, know how to empathize and forgive, know how to respect each other and never allow his friend to be tempted alone.  When we look at how David and Jonathan loved each other, we cannot help but feel ashamed that we know very little about true friendship.  Friendship is far above many things that we know.  Friendship is a relationship that is most beautiful.  It creates a strong foundation for all other relationships. 
In order for us to gain a good friend, we must first be a good friend.  Our Savior speaks of the sacrifice that He gave to us by the beautiful words of: “because of friend that He gave up his own life.”  He lowered Himself and considered us His friends. If Christ can consider us His friend, could we not be friends to each other?

Who ever has a good friend owns an invaluable treasure.

And Jonathan had David reaffirm his oath out of love for him, because he loved him as he loved himself.  I Samuel 20:17
Bible Story based on I Samuel 20

Story #63

I did not Recognize!


The evening was coming fast, two men walked in a hurry on the dirt road leading to a small village.  They were troubled by the significant events that occurred earlier in the day to the point where they did not pay attention to a man who was walking quietly next to them.   At what point in this journey did the man start walking with them, they did not know.  When the stranger started asking questions, the two men opened up and talked about their doubt of whether Jesus was actually resurrected or not.  At that point, the stranger slowly used the words from the Old Testament of the Bible to clearly explain what had occurred and how it related to the death and the resurrection of the Savior.  


The road they traveled was seven miles long and ended just as the three men came to the little village of Emmaus.  The stranger seemed like he wanted to continue on traveling on but the two men begged him to stay because it was getting dark.  When they sat down at the table to eat, the stranger took the bread, gave thanks, broke the bread and gave to everyone.  The two disciples from Emmaus sensed like something just fell off their eyes.  They suddenly recognized the stranger who walked with them all the way to the village was Jesus himself.  At that instance, Jesus disappeared.  They felt sorry because they were too late in recognizing Him, and wished they had identified Him earlier.  They were surprised and did not understand what caused them not to be able to recognize Jesus.


How much our life would be changed if our eyes were opened so that we could recognize that our Savior is walking together with us daily!  If we recognize Him in the body of the janitor who is sweeping trash, in the bent over back of an elderly woman, in a convict, in a sick person... we probably would live differently than how we have lived in the past.  The two disciples were so focused on what they were worrying about, they did not recognize Jesus.  We all have many things that occupy our attention, and we also, do not recognize Him.  God continues to be a stranger to us as we talk to Him. We set aside for God things that are insignificant and superficial, as if our relationship with Him is only a social acquaintance.  We think of God as if He is a stranger, but He does not think of us as such.  Is God forever going to be a stranger in our life?  
God walks with us, talks to us, and be near us everyday, but our troubled hearts and our worries cause us not to be able to recognize Him.

Then their eyes were opened and they recognized Him, and He disappeared from their sight.  Luke 24:31


 Bible Story based on Luke 24:13-35

Story #64

“A Diet Like That would not provide Enough Nutrition”

The table was presented like a feast, covered with all kinds of meat and fine wine that was given to the high officials in the king’s court.  The special prisoners of King Nebuchadnezzar were to be given perfect nutritional food because they were chosen from the group of well educated youths. These distinctive prisoners of war from the Israelites’ army were to receive cultural training and after three years they would serve the king.  King Nebuchadnezzar was concerned about their health.  He wanted them to eat the food served to the king, drink the wine served to the king, and be healthy and smart like the king.


Daniel and his three friends asked permission not to eat from the same menu, but only to eat vegetables and drink water.  The chief official was hesitant with this proposal because he thought that if they ate only vegetables their bodies would be weaker.  But Daniel begged for the trial to be given the group for only ten days.  That was a very short time frame in order to test for nutritional outcome.  After 10 days passed, and with strict observations by the health ministry officials who served in the royal court, they all had to admit that Daniel and his three friends appeared healthy with rosy faces, and more cheerful than the other young men.


Today, people encourage diet with all different kinds of meat which is the opposite of the nutritional plan in the Bible.  God created everything, therefore He knows which kind of meat is good for our body, and which kind is bad for our body.  Everyone chooses a different menu to the liking of their taste.  But our taste is greatly influenced by the habits that we grow up with.  Following the nutritional recommendations in Leviticus chapter 11 is a smart thing to do.  It requires that we are able to control our appetite when facing different kinds of foods, and also teaches us to learn to obey God, whether we like it or not.  If we only follow God on things that we like and do not carry out what we don’t like, is that true obedience?

The body of a Christian must be kept in a perfect condition, following the principals of nutrition from God.
But Daniel resolved not to defile himself with the royal food and wine.  Daniel 1:8a

  Bible Story based on Daniel 1:8-16

Story #65
A Ghost!!!

The gusty wind blew periodically and the waves broke along the sides of the boat.  With the experienced fisherman, these were very familiar whispers of the wind in the night, with a soft shining moon.  Suddenly, there was a disturbance in the boat when someone pointed his hand toward the distance.  When everyone together looked toward that direction, their facial expression showed terror and fear.  They thought their eyes were seeing unreal things, but it could not be that everyone was seeing stars!  They all clearly saw a person walking on the top of the water, towards them.  All their seamen life, the disciples never had to face a chaotic scene like this. They said to each other that this was the first time in their life that they were seeing a ghost!  The shadow of the ghost continued to walk towards them, flickering with each step on top of the moving waves.
In the elusive moonlight, they waited to see what terrible thing was coming; what was the ghost going to do to them?  Everything was slowly revealed when the moon light came nearer to the boat.  They then heard the ghost speak to them with these words: “Be peaceful, it is Me, Fear not.”  They recognized that it was the voice of their Teacher.  Their panic disappeared instantly. Their hearts felt as light as cotton as compared to only a moment ago when it was heavy as lead!  They thought Christ was a ghost!


The world is upside down; what appears to be true may in fact be false and what one thinks is false might is in fact be real.  Human beings are easily scared therefore they look at God and mistook Him for a ghost.  Men are easily deceived so they could look at a ghost and possibly think it is God.  This occurs because we do not know a lot about God, and also do not know much about ghost.  If we clearly knew about ghost, we would not fear ghost.  Since we know clearly about God, we should worship Him.  
The disciples lived with Jesus, but they did not truly believe who He was and how powerful God is.  They only knew Christ because they witnessed all the miracles He performed but they did not know Christ according to what He wanted to reveal to them.  We know God, but we may not have met Him with our heart.  Because of that, one day we might mistakenly take God to be a ghost; become fearful and then drive Him away!
The shadowing light of this world can cause us to easily mistakenly identify the truth and the false, good and evil, and even the difference between God and Satan.
When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. "It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear. Matthew 14:26
Bible Story based on Matthew 14:22-36
Story #66
A Young Man at the Mercy of an Elder
If a god requires that some one has to bring his own son to be offered as a live burnt offering, that god would be viewed as an extremely cruel being.  But that was what God required of Abraham.  More than anyone, Abraham received the instructions from his ancestors on how to offer sacrifices to God.  Up until now in his 100 years of living on this earth, he never personally witnessed a person being offered as a live sacrifice to God.  But now, he had to carry out that requirement.  
Abraham believed that following God’s teaching was a wise and good thing to do.  He knew that the only reason he had Isaac was because Isaac was a gift from God.  He thought if God wanted to take Isaac back then that was God’s right.  The most difficult thing for Abraham at the moment was whether to tell Isaac the truth or not!  The whole time while Abraham was walking along with Isaac up the mountain, he did not want to say a word because whatever his answer to Isaac’s questioning would not bring full satisfaction.  

Many times before, Isaac went together with Abraham to offer sacrifices to the Lord; but Isaac never saw his father full of secrets and worries like this time.  Isaac did not fully understand the circumstances until the moment Abraham pulled out the rope to tie him down. Isaac was a young man who feared God and obeyed his father and he knew how his father trusted in the Lord.  Isaac willingly accepted all things and did not fight back, even though with the strength of his youth, he certainly could have escaped from his father’s hands to save himself.
The spiritual life of parents has great influences on the characters of their children.  We may not instantly see the results of the influences.  However, at the most critical time when the children have to make an important decision, we will see whether our children act according to their own will or reverently follow God’s way.
Children often view each of their parents as a model person they want to admire, except when the parents themselves cause the children to lose the fine images in their mind.
Abraham answered, "God himself will provide the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." And the two of them went on together. Genesis 22:8

Bible Story based on Genesis 22

Story #67
The Meeting with the Angels

The bright shining light in the dark night caused their eyes to become blurred and they became fearful.  They never imagined that this special night would change them into totally different persons.  In a single night, they met angels as well as the Son of God who came down to this earth! The story about the shepherds almost always gets mentioned when the story about the birth of Jesus is told.  
We do not know how many shepherds were there on that wonderful night. We don’t know what their names were. The only thing we know is that they were awake that night, tending to their sheep out in the field.  They were given the special privilege of being the first group of people, and the only group, that worshiped God that night when Christ was born.   The Son of God lay asleep in a manger covered with only a simple piece of cloth.  They came face to face with angels and listened to the angels’ words and singing.  Who were these shepherds that were chosen to receive such a great blessing?  Possibly, they did not have anything special about themselves, except for their simple faith and the longing hope for the coming of the Savior.
The unpretentiousness of God the Highest was shown through what occurred on that Christmas night.  Today, we want sophisticate things and we want organized fancy programs. God wants the worship of His children, but that worship must come from their humble worshipping hearts.  The shepherds did not have anything to be proud of; they did not prepare anything to offer to God.  The only thing they had was the desire to be together with God; a thirst for the coming of the Savior, and the waiting and hoping for salvation with all their hearts.  They did not have anything except for the vast sky and the boundless meadow; but that was the place where their hearts were open to God.  
Too many things in our life cause us not to thirst for God or to wait for His coming.  When the angels brought the news, the shepherds left right away to worship Him.  Nothing kept them from coming to adore Christ.  When we are called, we have a difficult time turning away from the things that bind our lives to this earth!
God showed Himself to the lowly of the society, because they came to Him with a humble heart.

But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Luke 2:10

 Bible Story based on Luke 2:8-20

Story #68
The Sweet Betrayal

He was sound asleep while being gently stroked by her soft hands.  He was dazzled by a sense of happiness and deep passion.  Even though he knew loving her was a wrong and risky thing to do, he thought that his life will be meaningless if he did not have her.  A few times, she enticed him and asked him about the secret of his strength.  At the beginning, he thought she asked because she was curious, but after the instance when he was ambushed by the Philistines, he realized that she had been bribed by the enemy to harm him.  Even with that knowledge, he still loved her wildly.  It seemed like he was willing to accept all the terrible consequences in order to continue to be next to her.
  Even though she lied, he told her the truthful; when she was full of tricks, he still loved her passionately.  While she made smart decisions regarding her wicked plan, he remained blinded by love.  Then following a sweet sleep, while laying his head on her lap, he left everything behind forever.  His strength was taken away.  He departed from his people and his position in life.  His eye sight was gone; but foremost he was taken away from the thing that he thought was true love.  True love he did not seek.  He followed the desires of what he saw with his eyes.  But at the final moments in his life, he was in time to present a final petition to God.

Samson was a weak man in love.  He understood the treachery but regarded it as harmless.  He knew about the temptation and its consequences, but he did not want to turn away from it.  Regardless of all that, his heart was not hardened.

Satan continues to attack the weakest area of a man in order to finally defeat him.  Everyone has their own strong spots and weak spots, different from other people.  Therefore, do not hastily criticize anyone when we see that someone is weaker than what we imagine; their weakness is not our weakness;  they easily succumb in front of things that we can easily overcome.  But there are times other people can overcome temptations while we are defeated.  Everyone has his own battleground to fight and to overcome against.
In love, there is a strange strength.  Love can cause someone who died to live again, or push one who is alive into death!

Then Samson prayed to the Lord, "O Sovereign Lord, remember me.

Judges 16:28a


Bible Story based on Judges 16

Story #69
Do We Still Witness Miracles?


The facial expression of the woman partially revealed her sadness of having a son who was possessed by an evil spirit.  She knelt down at Jesus’ feet and told him about the times when her son fell into the fire and when he had fallen into the water and was not able to control his actions.  The illness of her son was brought to Jesus’ disciples to help but they were not able to cure him.  Now, she was begging for healing from Jesus.  Jesus looked at her, looked at the crowd, and then at his disciples.  His heart ached when he scolded them: “O unbelieving and perverse generation, how long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you?”  Then He commanded the boy to be brought to Him and Christ drove the demon out of the boy. 


The power of faith is a strength that nothing can put a limit to.  Faith is the strength from heaven, being utilized to carry out the work on this earth. Therefore the statement from Jesus:  “There is nothing that you cannot complete” is not an exaggeration.  But what it means is that every difficult situation can be solved by faith; the only thing is whether we know how to utilize it or not.  Christians are part of God’s plan of being the key to complete the work of wining souls when God gave that responsibility to the church.  But we often live our daily lives based on what we see and not on the supernatural.  When we face a difficult situation, we instantly think of tactics that we can use to solve the problem by ourselves and not based on how God would solve the problem, therefore we are not able to fully put into practice our faith.  


Let’s think about how God would feel if He supplies us with the opportunities and the ability to be able to fly high across the mountains, but He has to endure the situation where we only fly close to the ground.  In fact, some people refuse to fly but only walk!  Each church and its individual members need to know how to live by faith.
Faith is the key to open the door to access the power of heaven.  Many hold the key but do not dare open the door; they are doubtful if they can gain anything!

He replied, "Because you have so little faith....if you have faith then nothing will be impossible for you.” Matthew 17:20
Bible Story based on Matthew 17:14-21

Story #70
Be Fair to Children
Because of the difficult circumstances, Jacob ended up with four wives; everyone understood that Jacob only loved Rachel.  Because of that reason, Joseph and Benjamin, Rachel’s two sons, were loved by Jacob more than the children born by the other wives.  The character of Joseph truly brought happiness to Jacob; therefore, on a daily basis Jacob would not hesitant to publicly show special treatment that he reserved for Joseph. Jacob used Joseph as a good example to teach the other children about being good.  That caused the other children’s pride to be wounded so they hated Joseph.  
One day, Jacob gave his beloved child a coat with many different colors, this coat was one of a kind, a special garment.  It was very pretty and complicatedly made.  Joseph wore it with pride as if he were wearing a medal, as if to show proof of the love his father reserved for him, far above his older brothers.  He happily wore the coat, bragged about it without a bit of reservation.  The child-like mind of his did not recognize the envy and the hearts of animosity in his brothers toward him.  It was becoming more dangerous as the envy was growing bigger.
The way the parents treat each one of their children will be imprinted sharply in their young minds.  For the children who are more sensitive, the attitude of their parent toward them can lead them to become more self confident or develop an inferior complex.  Do not do something that can cause your children to be jealous of each others.  Let them understand that all of them are your children, and all are loved.  Explain to them that, in the family, fairness does not mean the same in everything, but fairness means that the action must be appropriate for each circumstance.  For example:  The older brother may need to eat more while the younger child may need more help.  Keep control your feelings of love and anger.  When your children are being charming, do not praise them too much; and when they are stubborn, you should not be so strict.

The parent’s biased feelings and treatment towards their children can push the family into tragic situations that should not occur.

Now Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made a richly ornamented robe for him.  Genesis 37:3

Bible Story based on Genesis 37:1-4

Story #71
Two Houses that Looked Alike

In a city near the ocean, two houses were being built exactly alike, following the same architectural drawing.  The builders of both houses demonstrated excellent workmanship.  The materials used to build the houses were equally of good quality.  In fact the color, the look, the decorations inside the house... all were planned and made exactly the same.  When the two houses were completed, they both appeared grand and looked very similar to the point that no one could tell them apart.  Everyone knew the only difference was that one house was built on a rock, and the other one was built on the sand! 
We didn’t have to worry because both houses looked like they could sustain time.  They both looked very much comparable, both stood tall and proud.  But one day, “heavy rain poured down, the winds blowing fiercely” came upon the two houses.  That was when one could tell the difference between the two houses:  the house built on rock was still standing; but the house built on sand did not stand.  They could not find a single trace of it.  Above is an example Jesus gave about working and following God’s word.  Those who listened to God’s word and obeyed are like the example of a smart man who built his house on a rock.  And those who heard but did not follow is like the foolish man who built his house on the sand.


The people might be similar in that they “heard” the words of God, but are different from each other in “following” and “not following.”   The differences between the two types of people can only be recognized when both of their houses fell into a difficult situation.  “If life is going along smoothly...” then we might not follow the words of God.  But when life brings unforeseen circumstances and difficult situations that we are beyond our own ability to handle, and if we do not have the leadership of God, we will be like the house that got smashed into the sand.  
Let’s pay attention to a small detail in this parable:  We have to listen and obey God’s instruction prior to a difficult situation arriving so that we will have the opportunity to stand firm.  If we wait until a storm occurs in our life before we listen, then it might be too late.
Men are absorbed in building their own wishes and basing their life on temporary foundation.  When they recognize the situation, it is already too late.
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” Matthew 7:24
Bible Story based on Matthew 7:24-29

Story # 72
Accidentally Killed Someone! 

If by accident we killed someone without a pre-determination, what would we do?  Of course, we would be frantic and afraid; and we would not know what to do when we could not think clearly.  But our loss of composure may not be as important.  What we should be more afraid of is the loss of control by the loved ones of the man who was killed.  The relatives would not care if we killed their loved one by accident or by intention. They would not want to hear any explanation.  They would want to kill us in order to satisfy their anger, or at the minimum; they would want to beat us up badly.


Because this situation occurred often, God commanded His people to put aside three separate cities and they were called the “cities of refuge”.  After the Israelites took over more of the promised lands, other cities of refuge were established with the purpose of being safe place for someone who accidentally killed someone without prior animosity.  They would run to the nearest city of refuge so they could be protected.  When everyone became calmer, then the case would be brought out to be judged justly.

The city of refuge was one of the regulations given by God to His people.  It was designed to show the loving heart of God.  His teachings help us to be wise when we have to face difficult circumstances that may cause us to lose our composure and clear thinking.  In our daily interactions, we normally decide and solve problems based on our own feelings.  If we could apply the following principles to solve the conflicts, then we certainly could turn away from tragic consequences when we are not calm or thinking clearly.   These principles are:

1. It is better not to confront or solve the problem when one side is lacking calmness because of angry feelings in a crisis mode.   
2. Find a way to separate the two sides in conflict until their feelings are calmer.
3. Give the one at fault who had no prior intention of hurting the other person a chance to explain.

4. Explain to the involved parties that the situation is already critical, therefore, they must maintain in control in order not to lead to other bad consequences.

5. Even when revenge has taken place, they still cannot get back what has been lost.

A calm attitude always helps us to appraise the situation correctly and leads to wise actions.
“...so that anyone who kills a man may flee there...one who kills his neighbor unintentionally, without malice aforethought.” Deuteronomy 19:3, 4

Bible Story based on Deuteronomy 19:1-10

Story #73
The Fate of the Seeds

On one bright sunny morning, the farmer took a handful of seeds and scattered them across his loving and familiar land.  This was a common action as the farmer threw up his hands and the seeds fell down.  The seeds silently lay in the field waiting for the germination to start in order to grow.  But some of seeds might not have a normal chance to wait and grow like that! 
 A few of the seeds fell onto the road because the road was right next to the field; and the birds scooped down and ate them up.  Another batch of seeds fell at the edge of the field where the land was not carefully tilled so the land still had many rocks.  These seeds germinated and grew.  But because of the lack of soil and the sun was scorching and their roots were not deep enough; they were able to live only for a few days.  Then there was the fate of the seeds that fell in the thorny weeds next to the field.  The weeds were thick, causing the seeds to choke.  
These were examples given by Jesus of the different kinds of hearts of those who accepted the living truth.

Jesus liked to use word pictures of seeds to represent the religion of God because it has the characteristics of growth.  Seeds need to grow, and truth must produce results.  The field represents one’s heart.  The seed growth is totally dependent upon the soil of the land.  Therefore, our heart determines the growth of the truth.  We need to have quite time to examine how the seeds in our life are germinating and growing.  Do our seeds multiply or do they become stagnant because of the fierce sun of temptations, or suffocate because of all the worries of life?  The requirement for a good seed is to bear many more seeds.  A Christian who does not bear any result for God is not a Christian.  God uses the results from our life to measure our spiritual growth in both areas: our character and our good works.  
The field in our heart is the place where the seeds of God’s religion grows.  You are the one who is responsible for the field in your heart.

“But the one who received the seed that fell on good soil is the man who hears the word and understands it. He produces a crop...” Matthew 13:23
Bible Story based on Matthew 13:3-8, 18-23
Story #74
Being Set Aside


The land of Egypt had never witnessed calamities like these that were caused by animals and insects.  The calamities God poured out on the Egyptians seemed to focus on the things that they worshiped.  They worshiped the god of the river, and the water of the river became putrid.  They worshiped frogs, and frogs caused them pain.  They worshiped animals, and their animals were stricken with illnesses.  This is a review of the ten calamities that fell upon Egypt because the heart of Pharaoh was hardened:  1. Water of the rivers became putrid. 2.  Frogs. 3. Gnats. 4. Flies. 5. Plague upon the animals. 6. Blisters. 7. Hailstorm. 8. Locust. 9. Darkness. 10.  Death of the first born.


The Bible recorded that this started with the fourth plagues, which was the swarms of flies; God separated the land of Goshen (the place where the Israelites lived) from the land of Egypt.  What it meant was that the land of Goshen did not have to endure the plagues that God poured down upon Egypt.  When the bodies of the people of Egypt were full of sores and blisters, the skins of the people who belong to God were intact.  When the Egyptians lived in darkness, the land of Goshen was full of light.


Setting aside the people who belong to Him is something that God likes to do.  He separated Noah from the wicked world.  He pulled Abraham out of the land of idol worship where his relatives lived, in order for Abraham to become the father of the chosen people of God.  He promised that He would be their God and they would be His people; they would be different than any other nations; and they would inherit many wonderful things that the people who do not worship God would not get.


But, what does it mean to be the people of God?  It is not having the privilege of being a Jew, nor having a baptismal certificate from a church, and not even because of the good work that we perform.  The sign of a person who belongs to God is a life with evidence of the Holy Spirit that comes and helps him to perform all the teachings in the Bible.  All this time, we might have thought that we were the chosen people of God, but possibly today, we recognize that we are not His people yet!

There is an invisible dividing line between the children of God and this world.  How we live determines that dividing line.
“I will make a distinction between my people and your people.”  Exodus 8:23a

Bible Story based on Exodus 8

Story #75
Obtain Certificate of Cure or Give Thanks?

Leprosy was a feared disease.  In the old days, there was no medicine that was able to halt the destructions of leprosy upon one’s body.  It was the Israelites’ custom that the people with leprosy had to live separately, they had to wear different clothing, and when they walked through a town with people, they had to announce loudly: ‘Dirty! Dirty!”  Other people would then move away from them.  The priest had the authority to examine and declare whether someone no longer had the disease, and would also give them permission to rejoin the community.

On the way to Jerusalem, Christ stopped by a small village where ten lepers came out to welcome Him.  They stood far away and begged Him to cure them.  Jesus did not cure them instantly, but instructed them to go see the priest.  Going to see the priest while their bodies still had leprosy was useless, but all ten of them possessed faith and they walked together anyway.  Because of their faith, they were cured while going to see the priest.  When they recognized that they were cured, they discussed with each other whether they should come back to give thanks to Jesus or whether they should go see the priest first.  The majority wanted to receive the certificate declaring them as cured.  There was only one person, a Samaritan, who thought that:  “I can see the priest anytime because I am now cured.  It is more important and necessary to return to give thanks to God”; therefore he returned.
The words Jesus used gave the impression that He was surprised that the other nine lepers did not return; but in reality, He was surprised that one person returned!  Christ lived in a world where people were indifferent and thankless and He understood them.  He knew that they only ran to Him when they needed something, and turned their face from Him when the job was done!  God was happy that one person returned, because even though there were thousands of thankless people, at least one person was still thankful.  Let us look at our own attitude when we receive the many blessings from God.  Does our gratefulness cause us to be motivated and eager to give thanks and serve Him?

We remember clearly the good deeds we perform for other people, but we easily forget those who do favors for us.
Jesus asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine? Luke 17:17

Bible Story based on Luke 17:11-19

Story #76

God’s Standard for Being Chosen

An elderly man looked at the young man and then nodded his head with satisfaction.  In his mind, the appearance of this young man was fit to be a king because he was tall, well built, and mature. The elder was dreaming of the day when the country would have a new king, because he was so sick and tired of King Saul at the moment.  God instructed him to go to Bethlehem to choose one of the sons of Jesse to anoint him as king.  He was fully satisfied with Eliab, the young man who was standing in front of him.  But, God told him: “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him.”  

Taking turn, all seven sons of Jesse walked pass in front of Samuel, but God did not accept any of them.  Surprised, Samuel asked Jesse: “Do you have any more sons?”  Jesse called his youngest son who was returning from sheep tending.  The young man who had an undersize built, with rosy cheeks, and a delightful face was David, the person who was chosen by God to become the king in place of Saul.


 To value someone based on the outward appearance is a common practice, but using the outside look as a value in order to act or decide something is a serious thing.  People tend to look at the outside appearance to choose workers, to choose someone to invest with, to select a helper, to choose a husband or a wife, or to choose a son-in-law or daughter-in-law etc... We commonly say “choose the face” in order to “invest the gold”.  Because of this criterion, there are many who regret their choices, and in the majority of those situations, they do not have another opportunity to choose again!

Let’s place the importance on someone based on the knowledge of their heart more than their attractive appearance.  We, ourselves, have to sharpen those things that belong in our mind, such as characters, more than paying attention and taking care of our outside appearance only.  One can be liked by many people, but not necessarily chosen by God.
One of the things that shows my stupidity is that I often judge people based on their outside appearance
"The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." I Samuel 16:7b
Bible Story based on I Samuel 16:4-13

Story #77

“Let Us Rest A Little While”


When the people heard about the power of healing of diseases by Jesus, it seems that Christ did not have a restful day.  Starting early in the morning until late at night, the people surrounded Him and His disciples.  Christ healed, preached, comforted and advised people, and also gave answers to issues that people were concerned about.  Mark 6:31a recorded that: “because so many people were coming and going they did not even have a chance to eat.” – Christ fully understood the need for rest of His disciples.  He commanded them to find a quiet place in order to have time to meditate for their spiritual life and the restore their bodily strength.

Being busy always rob us the moments of silence in our communication with God.  Rest for the body and restoring the soul is a legitimate need especially in a society that is racing with time, like today.   Spiritual communion with God is not noisy; being near to God, everything else has to calm down.  Any thing that needs to settle down must have time and not be in a hurry, therefore, we need to be silent and away from all the noises of this life if we are able to be able to come to Him with peace from the bottom of our heart.  

The power that we need in order to do good work every day must start with moments of communion with God; if not, we are working only by our own physical strength.  All the years that Christ performed His duty, even when He was very busy, He maintained a close communion with His Father, giving us a lesson that we can use to pray for power from God.  If Christ is God and still needs quietness like that, who are we that run after labor by our own strength? Rest is part of the health plan God gave to man.  Occasionally, we need to find nature in order to open our heart to God.  Rest for the body makes it light and lets us escape from the business of this world.

Rest for those who do not work is being lazy; but for those who work, rest is the method for one to achieve more good work.

“He said to them, "Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and get some rest." 

Mark 6:31b

Bible Story based on Mark 6:31

Story #78
Turbulent as Water


The four wives of Jacob were Leah; Rachel, the younger sister of Leah; Zilpah, the maidservant of Leah; and Bilhah, the maidservant of Rachel.  After Rachel passed away, Reuben, the first born of Jacob born to him by Leah, secretly had a relationship with Bilhah, his father’s concubine.  Reuben slept with Bilhah and Jacob knew about the incident.  It was pitiful for Jacob knowing his family had accumulations of sad stories, such as treachery, jealousy, animosity, murder, and even incest.


In his future the giving of blessings to all his children before he passed away, Jacob was filled with sadness regarding the deep dark secrete of a filthy act of Reuben when he lay with his father’s wife, so he reminded Reuben: “Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel!”

Sexual desire is a natural requirement of the body and was accepted before man had ever fallen into sin, which means that sexual desire is compatible with holy living.  Do not let the youths get a perverted view of sexual desire to the effect to consider it as sinful; but let us educate them that sexual desire is holy if it is within the context of rightful moral law. But if it goes beyond the moral boundary, sexual desire becomes sinful.


Advanced technology in communication and modern technology for eyes and ears are advancing quickly, it is able to transmit good and useful knowledge, but at the same time, it also transmits things that cause deterioration of morality.  Let us pay attention to the books and films that our children like to read and watch, let us hold conversation to discuss and answer their questions regarding physiological needs, do not cut them off whenever they have questions or want to disclose.  Curious sensation of kids growing up is possibly influenced by arousal or challenges them to do wrong things related to sexual temptations when they do not fully understand about this area.  Let us be more actively closer to our children.

Let us educate our children before the grave danger of books and films lead them to a decline in moral condition.
Turbulent as the waters, you will no longer excel, for you went up onto your father's bed, onto my couch and defiled it.  Genesis 49:4

Bible Story based on Genesis 35:22, 49:4
Bible #79
Picture on the Coin

The coin was easily flipped back and forth in the palm of one’s hand.  Everyone was anxiously waiting to see what would happen to the coin. That coin was a currency of Rome.  Jesus looked at the people who wanted to trick Him and asked: “This money has whose picture on it and of whom is the representation?”  They answered: “Of Cesar.” -  They wanted to push Him into a dangerous situation when they posed the question of whether they should pay taxes to Cesar, the king of Rome, or not.  If Jesus answered “No,” they would accuse Him of opposing the authority of Rome.  If He answered “Yes,” they would indict Him of supporting the nation that dominated over their own people.  The picture and the sign on the Roman currency led to a very important answer by Jesus; it became the principle of living for Christian in any society: “Give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's." (Matthew 22:21)
A Christian should not participate in political struggles or join any political party because Christ instructed: “"My kingdom is not of this world.” (John 18:36).  Those who want to live in heaven need to clearly understand the standards necessary in order to become citizens of God’s kingdom.  God’s kingdom is a nation far superior to any nation on this earth; and it is everlasting while this earth is only temporary.  The power of this world will pass away and political beliefs will change.  We should not fight for temporary things but for the eternal things.  Therefore, let us accumulate those things that belong to heaven.  
When we live within this earthly body, we are a citizen of a country and the Bible teaches that we must fulfill our obligations as a citizen.  We are not permitted to discriminate between different regimes; we must fulfill all the official requirements of where we live, but only if those requirements are not against God’s instructions in the Bible.  We have to pay taxes to the government, but let us not forget about the taxes we own to God.

There is a clear border between God and this world; wise Christians will know what belongs where.

He said to them, "Then give to Caesar what is Caesar's, and to God what is God's."  Luke 20:25

Bible Story based on Luke 20:20-26

Story #80

If I Have to Die...

The whole town of Susa was in chaos when the decree to kill all the Jewish people who lived in this town was announced.  The awkward situation was that the queen of this nation was a Jew.  The spiritual leader of Israel at that time was Mordecai who decided to bring the news to Queen Esther and urged her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy in order to save her people.  It was difficult for Esther because the law was very strict.  Whoever went into the king’s inner court without being summoned, that person would be put to death, except when the king himself extends the gold scepter, as an indication of forgiveness.  Another difficult situation was that for the last 30 days, the king had not asked for the queen to come to court.  If she decided to come by her own will, it was equal to her choosing to die.

While Esther did not know how to decide, Mordecai send a message to her with these words: Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone, of all the Jews, will escape.  For if you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, but you and your father’s family will perish.  And who knows but that you have come to royal position for such a time as this?”  Esther quickly decided to go to court; regardless of the destiny awaiting her, she accepted whatever might happen.
God can see “the end from the beginning” therefore He leads us into different situations in order to refine our characters and prepare us for more important things.  When one totally surrenders the plan of his life to God, that person will find peace in his mind with the understanding that no situation occurs beyond the knowledge of God.  If we have to accept a weaker position or a loss, it is because God wants to see our heart and attitude; to see how much we will obey Him. He will then give us more than what we currently have.  Do not hesitate when God calls us, even when we have to give up something; because what we lost is nothing compared to what God will give back to us.

The way a person dies will not have much meaning except when we know how that person lived.

“And if I perish, I perish” Esther 4:16b

Bible Story based on Esther 4

Story #81 
 A Loud Cry as a Weapon


On a city street, there were numerous people walking back and forth and the majority of them were people with disabilities.  Not too many paid attention to this group of people because they bothered others, and they were there only to beg.  In the city of Jericho, there was a blind beggar as such.  It is common that the hearings of those who are blind are very sharp; therefore, this blind beggar heard many different stories from those who walked the streets.  He knew that Jesus was coming through and he planned to “attack” Jesus.  Then the most important moment came, with the mass following Jesus.  There was lots of noise in this bustling scene, as people were talking and laughing, begging, and screaming. They stepped on each other’s toes.  People competed in order to walk next to Jesus and it was truly chaotic.  The blind man closely listened in order to distinguish the different sounds, and when he guessed that Jesus was getting really close to him, he screamed these words: "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!" Those who stood near him forbade him to scream but he screamed even louder!   When the people covered his mouth, the blind man continued to plead and scream.


Jesus stopped and He was surprised by the effort of the blind beggar who truly fought so that his voice could be heard by Him.  Jesus asked him: “What do you want me to do for you?"  A normal beggar would probably have answered this by asking for money, food, or clothes... but this beggar was different, he said: “Please help me because I want to see."  And he was healed by his faith.

When the pleading is performed in a hurried manner, it is often stopped when faced with opposition.  Hurried pleading is generally not a heartfelt asking and is not a true need.  When we have a problem, we have to pray persistently.  Many people pray to God, but after only a few days, they become discouraged.  God knows all our needs before we ask, but He wants us to ask with all our heart, because that is when our faith is tested, our dependence on Him is stronger, and we fully understand and recognize what we are asking. We are not asking as a matter of form.  God loves those who are persistent in their prayer.

Nothing can stop the power of faith
Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, "Son of David, have mercy on me!" Mark 10:48

Bible Story based on Mark 10:46-52

Story #82

“We are more numerous!”

The king of Syria was getting angry because quite a few times now, when they tried to attack the Israelite army, their plans were discovered.  It seemed almost like there was an internal spy in the trusted group of the king’s officials, leaking secret plans to the enemy.  The courtier of the king informed him that there was not an internal spy, but in the Israelite people there was the prophet Elisha who himself received the king’s plan from God so they could counter attack.  

The king of Syria decided to take his army and launch an attack on the city of Dothan, the place where Elisha was residing, in order to capture the prophet.  They traveled all night, and early in the morning the city of Dothan was surrounded by the enemy.  The student of the prophet saw the multitude of the army and got scared, asking Elisha:  “What should we do?”  The prophet’s answer was short: “Don’t be afraid. Those who are with us are more than those who are with them."  The student still did not understand what his teacher was talking about until the prophet prayed and when he opened his eyes, he saw horses and chariots of fire all around the mountain range.

Some Christians still think that the story above occurred only in the old days and not today.  Because of that belief, when face with hardship, they do not believe that they are being especially protected by the angels of God.  This world is so sinful that the hearts of the people have become unbelieving, causing the appearance of the angels to be limited.  Despite our unbelief, one of the main responsibilities of the angels is to protect the children of God against the dangers that may happen.  Psalms 91:11 is a convincing promise: “For He will command His angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.” Let’s fully trust in that promise because we have a God who is ever present and faithful.  Let us pray so that our eyes will be opened, not only to see the enemies but also to see the angels who are protecting us.

God prepared invisible protections for His children that only the believing eyes would be able to see.

And Elisha prayed, "O Lord, open his eyes so he may see." Then the LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. II King 6:17

Bible Story based on II King 6:8-23

Story #83

 A Stick and a Crown of Thorns


The soldiers of the Roman army had no idea about the One who they were about to torture.  In front of their eyes, they saw a crazy man who called himself the King of the Jews; a man who was very convincing and attracted a group of people who, when he was captured, ran away and hid.  In front of their eyes, the man had a body that was thin and frail; a face that was pale with both eyes closed while enduring the hardship.  Occasionally He opened His eyes to look at them, not with a resentful look but a forgiving look.  

Jesus did not say a word.  The silence spoke for Him. The soldiers’ job was to insult Jesus before they crucified Him.  Because He called Himself the King of the Jews they found ways to dress Him up like a king in order to ridicule Him.  A king must have a fancy robe!  They wrapped His body with an old torn scarlet robe left behind by a retired elderly soldier.  A king must have a crown!  They used a long branch of a thorny bush and twisted it together into a crown and then forcefully pushed it onto His head.  The first drops of blood started to trickle down His forehead and His temples.  A king must have a scepter! They placed a reed that they had just picked and partially smashed it.  He kept the reed in His hand!  A king must have those who hail and bow down!  Therefore they knelt in front of Him, ridiculed Him by saying “Oh King of the Jews”- then stood up and spit in His face.  They laughed loudly when they took the stick away from His hand and used it to unmercifully beat His head with it!  The Savior endured quietly.  He raised His hand to wipe away the slimy stinky secretion that they spit on His face.  He looked at them with loving eyes, but they could not understand that look!


Dear Lord, have mercy on those of us who do not recognize that we are sinful; when we think that we are better than other people, or our sin has no connection to You!  Help me to understand that You endured all these tortures because of me, so I could understand and recognize the forgiveness, the tolerant and immeasurable heart of Yours.

Sin has caused man not to be able to distinguish between good and evil.  The whole world raised its hands and directly hit the One who came to save us.

They spit on him, and took the staff and struck him on the head again and again.  Matthew 27:30

Bible Story based on Matthew 27:27-31

Story #84

Let’s Pay Attention to Our Children


Those who brought offerings to the temple were totally displeased with the unruly and arrogant attitude of the two priests who had responsibilities at that temple.  The two priests gave directives to those who served them to openly take the meat for themselves while the people were offering it to God.  They had lowered the value of the sincere sacrifices that the people offered to God; especially when the offering was representing the coming Savior.  The two men were Hophni and Phinehas, the sons of Eli the high priest.  All the people knew about their sinful acts.  God waited for Eli to sternly discipline and correct the wrong doings of his sons.  But Eli only mildly and superficially scolded them and did not have a proactive method in disciplining his children.


God directly called Samuel while he was still a youth and instructed him to give the final warning against Eli and his family.  Eli was told that he had to be responsible for the grievous sins of his children.  God turned away from Eli’s family and chose Samuel to carry out the holy responsibilities.


The foundation of training the family has changed greatly by following the tendency of freedom in our society.  The reasoning is that parents are only responsible for the actions of their children until the children become mature. Most use the age of eighteen as the guideline.  But the point of view from the Bible is different!  Parents are always parents and children are always children regardless of how old they are.  When the authorities of the parents are no longer respected, then the family is at a point of falling into danger.  When children choose to do the wrong thing, parents become miserable.  

Many parents pay too much attention to what their children desire to wear. They try to enroll them into famous schools, push them to become smarter and obtain knowledge in the arts, but they are indifferent to the molding of Christian character in their children.  Let us pay more attention to our responsibilities as parents.

In the last days, God will require the fathers and the mothers to answer about their children’s actions and the fate of their children.

“For I told him that I would judge his family forever because of the sin he knew about; his sons made themselves contemptible and he failed to restrain them.” I Samuel 3:13

Bible Story based on I Samuel 2:12 through 3:21

Story #85

Accept the Mixing

The workers were scared.  They urgently notified the owner when they discovered a very important matter related to the field in which they had planted seeds not too long ago.  The problem was that mixed in with the wheat they sowed were some weeds.  These weeds looked very much similar to the wheat; both in appearance and color.  The only difference between the two types of plants was that when the weeds matured, they did not bear grain as the wheat did.  This problem greatly influenced the ability of the wheat to grow.  

The field workers were wondering who had sowed the weeds in their field. The owner answered them by saying: “Our enemy did this.”  The workers then proposed for the owner to allow them to pull up all the weeds.   The owner thought about the proposal and then answered by saying: “It is difficult to accurately distinguish between the weeds and the wheat, so when you pull the weeds you may mistakenly pull up the wheat.  So, let us just allow the wheat and the weeds to grow up together. And when the wheat bears grain and the weeds do not, we do not have to be afraid of being mistaken.”  The field workers accepted this reasoning and allowed both types of plants to grow up in the field together.  They accepted the fact that they might think the wheat’s growth was being hampered while the weeds looked healthy.  The only thing they could do was to wait.

Many people hold an extreme opinion that the church should only accept good people.  So when they discover a church member who acts wrongly, they immediately want to eliminate him.  The example above was used by Christ to teach us to put aside our extremist opinion.  When those who openly sin, causing critically bad influences upon others, the church has to disfellowship them. But the church needs to be very careful in those decisions because the final judgment belongs to God. We know that the good living with the bad might affect the growth of the church, but we have to accept the coexistence until the end of this earth.  

Some time because of our own prejudice, we think a church member is being disruptive, but in reality he may act that way because of his zealous spirit. Let us live with a more forgiving attitude.  Let us look at other people’s mistakes with more understanding.  Let us not nurture the thought of eliminating people out of our circle.  Let us create opportunities for the sinful people to turn back to Christ.

Because we do not have the wisdom to distinguish between “the weeds and the wheat”; therefore God does not allow us to “pluck” anyone.

“Let both grow together until the harvest.” Matthew 13:30a
Bible Story based on Matthew 13:24-30

Story #86

A Man – A Vineyard

King Ahab wanted to own the vineyard that belonged to Naboth because the vineyard lay next to the king’s palace.  The king negotiated with Naboth to either buy or trade with him for a different vineyard but Naboth did not agree since the land belonged to his family for many generations.  King Ahab felt sad and did not want to eat.  Queen Jezebel knew of the circumstance.  She immediately took the king’s seal, gave directive to the courtiers, developed a deceiving plan with false witnesses accusing Naboth of cursing God and the king, and then issued a penalty by stoning Naboth to death.  They took over the vineyard by killing an innocent man.  When everything was accomplished, Jezebel turned over the vineyard to Ahab with an arrogant winning attitude.  

Because of the grievous sins of this couple, the prophecy in the Bible lets us know that Ahab would have to die a terrible death and dogs would lick his blood.  Things occurred exactly as forewarned. Ahab was killed in a battle, his blood poured all over the chariot and dogs came to lick his blood (I King 22:35-38).  Jezebel was a savage and a cruel woman.  God used the prophet Elijah to warn about the terrible death of Jezebel (I King 21:23).  The reality turned out to be exactly as predicted.  She was thrown to the ground from a tall building, the horses ran over her, after that her body was tore apart by the dogs.  When the people buried her, there was only the skull, two feet, and the palms of her hands (I King 9:30-37).

Everyone has a greedy heart; but being able to control it will prevent many mistakes.  A greedy spirit can cause someone to go beyond the boundaries; to be blind, crazy, and heartless; to disregard the consequences in order to obtain the things that one’s heart desires.  Greed never wants to stop.  When it is satisfied with one desire, it stimulates for one to want more.  In order to control greed, we have three types of sincere love and they are:  Love God, love our fellow man, and love ourselves.  Satisfying our greed may bring consequences that are beyond our imagination.   Greed pushes one towards the bottomless pit.

Greed pushes man towards corrupt actions. Controlling one’s greed means to stamp out the root of evil.

“You (Elijah) say to him, 'This is what the LORD says: In the place where dogs licked up Naboth's blood, dogs will lick up your blood—yes, yours!' (Ahab)” I King 21:19b

Bible Story based on I King 21:1-19

Story #87

A Bruised Reed

Only when both hands were shown, then would the people know that the two hands of this man did not look alike.  One hand was perfectly normal while the other hand was shriveled, even to the point of not being useful.  The man was standing at the synagogue and asked Jesus to heal him.  But it was the Sabbath and according to the Jewish people, healing could not occur on the Sabbath.  Jesus knew about their plan to find opportunities to bring allegations against Him, therefore He loudly asked so that everyone could hear:  “If one of you has a sheep that falls into a pit on the Sabbath, don’t you pull it up?  A human being is more valuable than an animal; therefore, good deeds are allowed to be performed on the Sabbath day.”  - After saying that, He healed the shriveled hand of the man, causing the Pharisees to become angry.

Man used different standards to limit a charitable spirit, while a true generous spirit would never destroy true principles.  People hold wrong views regarding the law and wrong ideas about the Sabbath.  The seventh day is a gift from God.  It is to be a happy day, a day to take care of each other, to communicate with God and with each other, to rest our physical body and renew our spirit, but now it has become a burden!  If one believes that keeping the Sabbath is too hard, that person does not understand the loving kindness of God!  God’s law is the law of love.  He gives us very light burdens to carry, but sometimes we consider the Sabbath as a heavy burden! 

 Our Savior kept the Sabbath, and will continue to keep the Sabbath.  There is no indication that God intended to put away the Sabbath, but he wants us to keep it with a forgiving spirit and not with strict rules.  A reed has very little value but even when it is bruised, Christ still does not want to break it.  The lamp may be running out of oil, but He still does not want to blow it out.  He tries to save us, even until the last minute, and His generous spirit closely connects us with His law.

There is not a single sin that is too big to cause God to become powerless.  There is not a situation that should make a sinner feel totally hopeless.

“A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, 
   till he leads justice to victory.”  Matthew 12:20

Bible Story based on Matthew 12:9-21

Story #88

The Oxen Cart Almost Fell Over


The pair of oxen was struggling to pull the cart across a winding road, full of dirt and rocks.  Suddenly one of the wheels of the cart passed over a big boulder causing the cart to lean towards one side, appearing as if it was tipping over.  On the cart was the important Ark of the Covenant of the Israelites, the object that God had strictly forbidden anyone to touch.  The Ark was moving back and forth on the floor of the cart, because of the tipped wheel.  The oxen tried to keep from falling down while one of the wheels was already off the ground and up in the air.  Uzzah, the priest, was the man who stood closest to the cart and he was able to catch the Ark with his hands.  But because Uzzah touched the Ark and did not obey God’s command, God struck him dead.  Uzzah slumped down next to the Ark of Covenant, next to the oxen cart that seemed to be falling, but the cart never did.


Most people who read this story feel that the death of Uzzah was unjustified.  The belief regarding the love of God changed because He was considered too strict. They felt that Uzzah performed a good deed to protect the Ark of Covenant, but he was punished by God.  However, we need to think about the following two issues:

1. Uzzah was a priest; therefore he must have clearly known about the strict regulations regarding the Ark.  The faults of those who have responsibilities and have been taught are more serious than others.
2. The Ark of Covenant was holy and the presence of the Lord was with it.  So if God allowed the Ark to fall down from the cart because the two oxen stumbled, then the problem was God’s!  Uzzah disrespected the presence of the Lord!  If God is able to hold the whole world together, is He not able to keep his Ark of Covenant from falling?  Where was Uzzah’s faith?  He did not obey, as well he was lacking in faith.  God is forgiving, but He is also just. He is full of love, but does not regard those who sinned as being sinless.  Let us remember this story in order to counsel ourselves.

Obedience to God must be carried out faithfully even in emergency situations.

When they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled.  II Samuel 6:6

Bible Story based on II Samuel 6:6-11

Story #89

Where Should I Sit?


Jesus came to dine in a very important man’s home.  This man belonged to the sect of Pharisees.  Upon looking around, Jesus saw that all the people who were invited were choosing good places to sit in the front of the room so He proceeded to tell a parable.  There was a party and all the guests wanted to sit at the important table, therefore the front rows were taken.  When the honored guests came, the organizing party had to request those who sat in the front move to the back and turn the seats over to the honored guests.  When the party began, the organizers also noticed a few honored guests were sitting in the back; so they insistently invited them to move to the front to sit, in order for proper respect to be shown towards them.


The lesson Jesus wanted to teach through this parable was something that is very common in our daily life:  we want to act the way other people act.  Our ego frequently wants to be praised, to show off, and to enjoy.  Our ego is soothed when we are praised by others, resentful when we are criticized.  Our ego encourages us to admire ourselves highly, allowing ourselves to have special power and ability to choose important places.  When someone thinks too much about himself, his mind has no empty space to think about other people.  When one comes to the party and pays attention only to where he is sitting and what he is going to eat, he will ignore other people, disregard those around him, and does not care about where other people will sit or what they will eat!


Those are the selfish ones; their pride and selfishness are like a curtain that surrounds them so they are not able to have a caring view towards other people.  Our Savior teaches us lessons about being modest.  This life is very just because those who lower themselves will be raised up by other people.  There are those who try to lower themselves so that they can be raised by others, but they wait and wait and no one mentions them, therefore they just raise themselves up!  That is not true humility.  Humility with the main purpose of being praised is shrewd humility, worse than pride itself.

Let other people praise us, because there is nothing equally as stark as honoring oneself.

For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.  Luke 14:11

Bible Story based on Luke 14:7-11

Story #90

A Few Words!

The king of the Israelites was worried and displeased, to the point of tearing his clothes, when he received a letter from the king of Syria with a request to have the leprosy of his army general, by the name of Naaman, be cured.  The Israelite king thought this strange letter was an excuse for the king of Syria to incite war, because who could cure leprosy?  The king did not realize that the story started with a few words said by a slave girl who was serving Naaman’s wife.


The little girl was an Israelite who was captured and brought to Syria during the war.  She was serving the wife of the General of Syria.  When she saw that her master contracted leprosy, she told her lady boss: “If my master would go to the prophet in Samaria, he certainly would be cured.” – The wife of the general told the story to her husband and the husband told the king about it.  The king of Syria then wrote the letter to the king of the Israelites.  Everyone believed in the words of a little girl whose fate was being a slave girl!  What had caused her word to be so trust worthy?  What caused everyone to believe her?


If we tell a lie one time, could other people believe us in the future?  If we do not work hard or do not fulfill our daily duties; when we open our mouth to speak, would other people want to listen to us?  The strongest convincing power lays not within the words itself, but lays in the way we live.  The family of the General Naaman did not have a bit of doubt about what the little girl was saying. They dared to tell the king, because they absolutely believed in her words.  They believed her because during the period of time that she lived with them showed that she had God in her life.  

Let us imagine that if she joked around, lied, and embellished the truth; if daily she talked incessantly or badly about other people, how could her words be trusted as such?  How many people believe us through the way that we live?  How many people can see the image and the love of God through the way we treat them?  Let us live quietly yet full of convincing power to cause other people to want to seek God.

People will believe what you say if the way you live shows that you are an honest person.

Naaman went to his master and told him what the girl from Israel had said. II King 5:4


Bible Story based on II King 5:1-14

